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PUBLIC SCHOOLS I N  AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 1870-1940 

VIRGINIA XISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
Thematic N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

~ i ~ c ~ ~ i ~ N ~ ~ ~ : North River  High School common N ~ ~ ~ : North R i v e r  Elementary School 

S t r e e t  ~ d r e s s / R t .  No. : R t .  4 2  VHLC F i l e  Number: O 7 - l l S 3  
V i c i n i t y  o f :  Noscow Owner: Augusta County School Board 
USGS Quad: Parnasus  7 .5  F ~ s h e r s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a  22939 

Date($)  : 1930 
O r i g i n a l  Use: High School 
P r e s e n t  Use: Elementary School 
C o n d i t i o n :  Very good 
A l t e r e d  2; u n a l t e r e d  - 

A r c h i t e c t I B u i l d e r :  G. G .  Shaver & K e l l i s  
S t y l e :  Neocolonia l  Bibb 

P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :  

North R i v e r  Schoal  is t y p i c a l  of  t h e  c e n t r a l - a u d i t o r i u m - p l a n  s c h o o l s  b u i l t  between 1927 and 
1933 i n  Augusta County. The c e n t r a l - a u d i t o r i u m  p l a n ,  deve loped  by t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  School 
S e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1920s ,  was f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  Augusta County i n  1923 w i t h  t h e  
~ i s h e r s v i l l e  and Hebron S c h o o l s .  I n  p l a n ,  t h e  North River  School i s  one o f  t h e  second group  of  
c e n t r a l - a u d i t o r i u m  d e s i g n s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  f r o n t  c lass rooms t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  mid-1920s 
examples.  L i k e  t h e  o t h e r  l a t e r  examples,  t h e  c lass room wings p r o j e c t  o u t  from t h e  f a c a d e .  
S i n c e  North R i v e r  was once in tended  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  some of t h e  s m a l l e r  s c h o o l s ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  
i s  a l s o  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  from t h e  same p e r i o d  which u s u a l l y  c o n t a i n e d  f o u r  rooms. 
C. G .  S h a v e r ,  t h e  head o f  t h e  County School Board Hain tenance  Department,  and K e l l i s  Bibb 
s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  crew f o r  t h i s  s c h o o l .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n  was a454 from t h e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  School S e r v i c e s .  

Although s i m p l e r  i n  d e s i g n  and s t y l e  t h a n  t h e  mid-1920s s c h o o l s ,  t h e  North R i v e r  School does  
e x h i b i t  s t r o n g  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Reviva l  s t y l e s  popular  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The b r i c k  
v e n e e r  is l a i d  i n  F lemish  bond,  u s i n g  d a r k e r  b r i c k s  f o r  h e a d e r s .  The s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  
f a n l i g h t  windows i n  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  c l a s s r o o m  wing g a b l e s ,  and C o l o n i a l - s t y l e  f r o n t  p o r t i c o  
h i g h l i g h t  t h i s  d e s i g n .  The s c h o o l  r e s t s  on a c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t i o n  and i s  covered  w i t h  a n  
a s b e s t o s  s h i n g l e  r o o f  which resembles  s l a t e .  

The o r i g i n a l  p l a n  fo l lowed t h e  proposed S t a t e  p l a n  w i t h  t h e  omiss ion  o f  t h e  l a s t ,  o r  e a s t ,  
room on  t h e  s o u t h  wing.  T h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  room was c o n s t r u c t e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  s t a g e  and o f f i c e  a r e a .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  l i b r a r y  expanded i n t o  t h e ' o l d e r  o f f i c e  s p a c e ,  
assuming t h e  s i z e  of  a normal c lass room.  The c e n t r a l  a u d i t o r i u m  r e t a i n s  i t s  wood f l o o r  and 
p a i n t e d  b r i c k  w a l l s .  Host  o f  t h e  c lass rooms r e t a i n  t h e i r  wardrobes ,  t e a c h e r s '  c l o s e t s ,  and 
b l a c k b o a r d s ,  some o f  which now s e r v e  a s  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d s .  The f l o o r s  a r e  now t i l e ,  and t h e  
w a l l s  a r e  covered  w i t h  p l a s t e r .  

( c o n t i n u e d )  

S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

North R i v e r  High School h a s  ach ieved  l o c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  t h e  f i r s t  c o n s o l i d a t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  
i n  Augusta County a n d ,  a s  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  b o a s t ,  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a s  w e l l .  I J i th  i t s  a g r i c u l t u r e  
b u i l d i n g ,  North R i v e r  remains an example o f  a h i g h  school  complex. However, i t  i s  a l s o  im- 
p o r t a n t  a s  one of  t h e  b e s t  examples o f  t h e  Neocolonia l  s t y l e  c e n t r a l - a u d i t o r i u m  p l a n  p o p u l a r  
i n  t h e  County i n  t h e  l a t e  1900s and e a r l y  1930s.  Of t h e  f i v e  b r i c k  c e n t r a l - a u d i t o r i u m - p l a n  
s c h o o l s  b u i l t  between 1927 and 1929,  a l l  b u t  Crimora s u g g e s t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  s t y l e s  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  
t h o s e  y e a r s .  North R i v e r  is t h e  b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  o f  t h o s e  f o u r  s c h o o l s  and remains  i n  u s e  today .  

The e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  i n  Augusta County i n  t h e  1910s and 1920s i n v o l v e d  t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  o f  l a r g e  s c h o o l s  w i t h i n  s m a l l e r  towns and v i l l a g e s ,  s e r v i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h i n  t h o s e  
communit ies  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  fa rmlands .  Yet ,  by t h e  mid 1920s ,  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  had 
become concerned  about  t h e  many s m a l l  h i g h  s c h o o l s  i n  each d i s t r i c t ,  worry ing  t h a t  t h e y  might  
p rove  q u i t e  c o s t l y  and t a k e  money away from t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s .  As c o n s o l i d a t i o n  pro- 
gressed .beyond t h a t  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  and b e t t e r  road  c o n d i t i o d s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  
were d e v e l o p e d ,  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  urged t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s m a l l e r  s c h o o l s  i n t o  l a r g e r  
s c h o o l s .  North R i v e r  is t h e  f i r s t  such  example i n  t h e  County. Loca ted  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  and 
away from any l a r g e  town o r  v i l l a g e ,  North River  brought  s t u d e n t s  from g r a d e s  e i g h t  th rough 
twelve  from S p r i n g  H i l l ,  P a r n a s s u s ,  Towers,  and C e n t e r v i l l e ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  o l d e r  c o n s o l i d a t e d  
s c h o o l s  t o  s e r v e  o n l y  t h e  e lementary  g r a d e s .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  1960s t h a t  t h e  County 
p r o g r e s s e d  more comple te ly  w i t h  t h i s  r e g i o n a l  h i g h  school  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  With ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Geographic  D a t a l h c r e a g e :  t h r e e  and one-quar te r  a c r e s  

V e r b a l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n : B e g i n n i n g  a t  a p o i n t  on S s i d e  o f  VA 42 approx .  1 , 1 0 0 '  NE o f  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  wi th  VA 753; thence  e x t e n d i n g  approx .  400'  E a l o n g  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  i n c r u d e  t h e  s c h o o l  complex, i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  1932 b u i l d i n g ,  l a t e r  c a f e t e r i a  and primary c lass room b u i l d i n g s ,  and ( c o n t i n u e d )  
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