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Thematic N a t i o n a l  a e q i s t e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

H i s t o r i c  Name: Y t .  Sidney School Common Name: M t .  S idney  School 
S t r e e t  r ld ress /Rt .  Yo.: ~ t .  11 VHLC F i l e  Number: 07-1155 
V i c i n i t y  o f :  >!t. Sidney Owner: Frank Swink 
USGSQuad: . Yt.  S i d n e y 7 . 5  R t .  4 ,  S t a u n t o n ,  VA 

D a t e ( s )  : 1912,  1921 ~ r c h i t e c t / B u i l d e r :  C h a r l e s  F r e t w e l l  
O r i g i n a l  Use: E lementary  & High School S t y l e :  V e r n a c u l a r  
P r e s e n t  Use: Apartments 
Condi t ion :  Good 
A l t e r e d  A; u n a l t e r e d  - 
P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :  

The M t .  S idney  School  d i s p l a y s  t h e  domestic  forms adopted  by some o f  t h e  l a r g e r  graded s c h o o l  
d e s i g n s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  B u i l t  i n  two p a r t s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  i s  t h e  f r o n t  
gab le - roofed ,  two-story b l o c k .  M t .  Sidney School i s  one o f  s e v e r a l  documented four-room, 
s c h o o l s  i n  Augusta County t o  fo l low t h e  f a m i l i a r  I-house p l a n  w i t h  two rooms and a  c e n t r a l  
ha l lway  on each f l o o r .  The b a l a n c e d ,  symmetrical  f a c a d e ,  c e n t r a l  c r o s s  g a b l e ,  o n e - s t o r y ,  
three-bay p o r c h ,  t r a n s o m l i g h t e d  e n t r a n c e ,  and i n t e r i o r  a x i a l  chimneys a r e  a l l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of  t h i s  p o p u l a r  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n c u r y  house p l a n .  S e v e r a l  f e a t u r e s  d o ,  however, s u g g e s t  a  non- 
domestic  use  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i ts  l a r g e  s c a l e  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  l i g h t i n g  provided  
by a  seven- ,  r a t h e r  than  t h r e e -  o r  f ive- ,  bay f a c a d e ,  and by four-bay end w a l l s ;  rhe  l a r g e r  
double-door e n t r y ,  and a  symbolic wooden b e l f r y .  While t h e  o t h e r  documented examples o f  t h i s  
school  a r e  o f  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  M t .  Sidney School  is l a i d  i n  s t r e t c h e r  bond b r i c k ,  no 
doubt  h e l p i n g  t o  i n s u r e  i t s  s u r v i v a l .  The w a l l s  a r e  e m b e l l i s h e d  by round-arched windows and 
underp inned  w i t h  c o n c r e t e .  

Seven y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  four-room s c h o o l ,  i t  was doubled i n  s i z e  w i t h  a  
four-room b r i c k  a d d i t i o n .  The a d d i t i o n  a g a i n  assumed a  d o m e s t i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  resembl ing  t h e  
e l l s  u s u a l l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  I-houses.  Also of  s t r e t c h e r  bond c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  c r e a t e d  
a  d o u b l e - p i l e  p l a n  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  hal lway c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  a g a i n  w i t h  round- 
a rched  l i n t e l s .  Four s a s h  l i g h t  each c lass room on  t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n s .  

AS one of  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s c h o o l s  b u i l t  b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  Department o f  Educa t ion  began a c t i v e l y  
d i s t r i b u t i n g  s c h o o l  p l a n  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  the  X t .  Sidney School  d i d  n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  have a  g y m  
nasium. I n  1935,  a  b r i c k  veneer  gymnasium w i t h  f i v e - c o u r s e  American bond veneer  was added 
behind  t h e  a d d i t i o n .  The b r i c k  b u t t r e s s e s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r  gymnasium a d d i t i o n s  such  a s  
t h e  one a t  Weyers Cave. This  l a r g e  room r e t a i n s  i t s  wooden f l o o r  and ye l low g lazed  t i l e  
w a i n s c o t t i n g  t y p i c a l  of  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  t h e  19409, a  basement was excava ted  f o r  a  k l t c h e n  
and c a f e t e r i a .  

( c o n t i n u e d )  

S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

The X t .  S idney  School  i s  t h e  o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  example o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of  c o n s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l  
b u i l d i n g s  i n  Augusta County from 1900-15. As l a r g e r  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  became n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  
f i r s t  forms m i r r o r e d  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  des igns  found i n  d o m e s t i c  buildings--namely,  t h e  f a m i l i a r  
I-house p l a n .  Although s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  I-house examples ,  t h e  new school  b u i l d i n g s  
r e t a i n e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  c r o s s  g a b l e s ,  one-s tory  p o r c h e s ,  and ba lanced  f a c a d e s  
The l a r g e r  s c a l e  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  b e l f r y  i n d i c a t e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  use  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s .  
Xost o f  t h e  documented examples of  t h i s  form were o f  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  and e i t h e r  burned o r  
were r a z e d ,  b u t  t h e  M t .  Sidney School i s  t h e  o n l y  documented b r i c k  example. Although more 
remodeled on t h e  e x t e r i o r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  nominated r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s ,  t h e  M t .  S idney  
School remains a s  an i m p o r t a n t  l i n k  between t h e  s m a l l e r  one-,  two-, and three-room s c h o o l s  
and t h e  l a r g e r  c o n s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l s  of  the  l a t e  1910s and 1920s.  

An e a r l y  t u r n p i k e  town a l o n g  t h e  Val ley  Turnpike ,  t h e  community o f  M t .  S idney  prospered  
throughout  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  i t s  r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  fa rmlands .  L i k e  many o f  Augusta 
County ' s  towns a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  M t .  Sidney b u i l t  a  new, more s u b s t a n t i a l  s c h o o l  i n  
1914, r e p l a c i n g  a  s m a l l e r  frame b u i l d i n x .  C h a r l e s  F r e t w e l l  from S t a u n t o n  r e c e i v e d  t h e  con- 
t r a c t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  u s i n g  l a r g e l y  county  money. The M t .  Sidney P a t r o n s  
League d i d  d o n a t e  much o f  t h e  l a b o r  f o r  the  b u i l d i n g ,  and l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s  p rovided  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  d i g g i n g  foundat ions  and d o i n g  o t h e r  j o b s .  The o r i g i n a l  four -  

( c o n t i n u e d )  

Geographic  Data/! -.creage: one a c r e  

Verba l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n :  Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on S  s i d e  o f  s c h o o l  a c c e s s  road approx .  800 '  
VSW o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  US 11 w i t h  VA 626 thence  e x t e n d i n g  approx .  200'  WNW a l o n g  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i 0 n : T h e  bounds have been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  s c h o o l  and t h e  immediate 
s c h o o l  y a r d .  

WTM: 17/678290/4235950 

P r e p a r e d  By: .inn XcCleary,  A r c h i t e c r u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  

Dace ? r e p a r e a :  September 1984 



>lr. S i d n e y  S c h o o l  
07-1155 

Z h v s i c a l  9 e r c r i p t ~ a n  c o n t i n u e d  

A f t e r  t h e  s c h o o l  c l o s e d  i n  1 9 6 7 ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was s o l d  and remode led  i n t o  a p a r t m e n t s .  The 
e x t e r i o r  h a s  been  a l t e r e d ,  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  f e n e s t r a t i o n .  S e v e r a l  windows on t h e  r i d e s  have  
been b r i c k e d  i n ,  and  a l l  t h e  windows have  been  b r i c k e d  i n  a t  t h e  t o p ,  r e f l e c t i n g  lower  c e i l -  
i n g s  i n s i d e .  However, t h e  o r i g i n a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  p a t t e r n  and round  b r i c k  a r c h e s  a re  c l e a r l y  
v i s i b l e .  The p o r c h ,  f r o n t  d o o r s ,  and  cross g a b l e  have  b e e n  r e t a i n e d ,  b u t  t h e  b e l f r y  was 
removed. I n s i d e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e  remains  as i c  was when u s e d  as  a s c h o o l ,  a l o n g  v i t h  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  n i n g l e - r u n  s t a i r w e l l ,  v i t h  m a s s i v e  s q u a r e  newel  p o s t  and  square b a l u r r e r s .  
!good f l o o r s ,  p l a s t e r e d  w a l l s ,  and  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  d o o r  t r i m  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  h a l l w a y .  The 
c l a r s r o o m r  have  b e e n  r e m o d e l e d ,  c r e a t i n g  one a p a r t m e n t  i n  e a c h  room. Some woodwork h a s  been 
p r e s e r v e d  a l o n g  w i t h  wood f l o o r s .  

The gymnasium cemains  and h a s  n o t  b e e n  remode led  o r  a l t e r e d .  A f rame  c l a s s r o o m  a d d i t i o n ,  
e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  19401 ,  h a s  b e e n  r a z e d .  

S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  c o n t i n u e d  

room b u i l d i n g  housed  g r a d e s  o n e  t h r o u g h  seven and one y e a r  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l .  Minor C. M i l l e r  
of B r i d g e w a t e r  s e r v e d  as t h e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p a l .  

The b u i l d i n g  q u i c k l y  became t o o  s m a l l  f a r  t h e  g rowing  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n .  H a r r y  Xyers  re- 
c a l l s  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1910s  t h e  s e v e n t h  g r a d e r s  met i n  t h e  back p a r t  o f  t h e  h a l l  b e c a u s e  
t h e r e  was no o t h e r  s p a c e .  The b u i l d i n g  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  e n l a r g e d  i n  1 9 2 1 ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
s i r e  t o  e i g h t  rooms.  With t h e  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  g r a d e s  were  m v e d  d o w n s t a i r s  and  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  
u p s t a i r s .  The a d d i t i o n a l  rooms d i d  p r o v i d e  s p a c e  f o r  more s p e c i a l i z e d  c l a s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
a g r i c u l t u r e  and home economics .  However. M t .  S i d n e y  d i d  n o t  a d o p t  v o c a t i o n a l  p rograms  an 
q u i c k l y  and e a g e r l y  a s  t h e  n e a r b y  Weyers Cave S c h o o l .  S c h o o l  p r o g r a m .  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand i n  
s p i r e  oi t h e  s p a c e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  By 1949 ,  a c a f e t e r i a  and  k i t c h e n  h a d  b e e n  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  
newly-excava ted  b a s e m e n t ,  a d e t a c h e d  l i b r a r y  and r y p i n g  c l a s s r o o m  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t ,  and an  
a u d i t o r ~ u m i g y m n a s i u m  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f f  t h e  a d d i t i o n .  

However. Yt .  S i d n e y  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  compete w i t h  some of t h e  more p r o g r e s s i v e  s m a l l  
h igh  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  Nor th  R i v e r  D i s t r i c t .  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l 9  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  vere t o o  
many s m a l l  h i g h  s c h o o l s  d r a i n i n g  e d u c a t i o n  funds  from e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  a r o u n d  t h e  S t a t e .  
By t h e  1930s and 19408 ,  Augus ta  County began  t o  c a n s a l i d s t e  i t s  s m a l l e r  h i g h  s c h o o l s .  I n  
t h e  19309,  t h e  County t o o k  some ?It. S i d n e y  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  by h a c k  t o  t h e  Weyero Cave 
High S c h o o l ,  which  h a d  a more expanded  program. I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 s ,  Y t .  S i d n e y ' s  h i g h  
s c h o o l  r i u d e n t s  were p e r m a n e n t l y  moved t o  Weyers Cave and a new c o n s o l i d a t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  
c a l l e d  ! l iddle  R i v e r  High S c h o o l  was c r e a t e d .  X t .  S i d n e y  became an e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  v i t h  
g r a d e s  one t n r a u g h  seven which  o p e r a t e d  u n t i l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  r o v e d  t o  t h e  new Verona 
Elementa ry  School  i n  1967 .  

S  s i d e  a t  r c n o o l  a c c e s s  r o a d ;  t h e n c e  a p p r o x .  200 '  SSW; t h e n c e  a p p r o x .  2 0 0 '  SE; t h e n c e  a p p r o x .  
200'  SSE t o  p o r n t  o f  o r i g i n .  
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