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PUBLIC SCHOOLS I N  AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 1870-1940 

VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
Thematic N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

H i s t o r i c  Name: M t .  Zion Schoolhouse Common Name: M t .  Zion Schoolhouse 

Street Adress/Rt. No.: Route 7 4 7  VHLC File Number: 07-1165 
V i c i n i t y  o f :  Mt. Solon  m e r :  Roy and Louise  Shef f e r  
USGS Quad: S t o k e s v i l l e  7 . 5  R t .  2 ,  Box 35,  M t .  S o l o n ,  VA 

D a t e ( s ) :  1876 A r c h i t e c t / B u i l d e r :  Unknown 
O r i g i n a l  Use: Schoolhouse S t y l e :  Vernacular  
P r e s e n t  Use: Vacant 
C o n d i t i o n :  F a i r  
A l t e r e d  A; u n a l t e r e d  - 

P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :  

The M t .  Zion Schoolhouse remains a s  t h e  b e s t  s u r v i v i n g  two-room schoolhouse  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  
a s  two rooms. This  c l a s s  o f  two-room e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  f o l l o w s  a  f a i r l y  s t a n d a r d  l o n g ,  
r e c t a n g u l a r  frame form, topped by a  g a b l e  r o o f .  I n  most l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c a s e s ,  a s  a t  M t .  
Zion,  t h e  f a c a d e  was on a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  w a l l  w i t h  two c e n t r a l  doors', each  l e a d i n g  i n t o  a  
c lass room.  The N t .  Zion example c o n t a i n e d  no f l a n k i n g  windows o r i g i n a l l y ,  s i n c e  t h e  b l a c k e d '  
s t r i p s  ex tended  a long  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  facade  w a l l s .  Two windows p i e r c e d  each g a b l e  end 
w a l l  and t h e  back w a l l  o f  each c lass room.  A f r o n t  porch provided  a c c e s s  t o  bo th  f r o n t  d o o r s .  
A b r i c k  f l u e  s t o o d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t r a l  board p a r t i t i o n  d i v i d i n g  t h e  two rooms. 

A f t e r  t h e  schoolhouse  was s o l d  i n  1948,  t h e  new owner, Robert  N i c h a e l ,  remodeled t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i n t o  two a p a r t m e n t s .  His r e n o v a t i o n s  brought  some changes t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r .  On t h e  f a c a d e ,  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  two d o o r s  were r e p l a c e d  by a  s i n g l e  door and a  new window was c u t  on each s i d e  
o f  t h e  door .  On t h e  back w a l l ,  two c e n t r a l  e x t e r i o r  doors  were c r e a t e d  a l o n g  each s i d e  o f  t h e  
p a r t i t i o n ,  one For each a p a r t m e n t .  Michael  a l s o  r e p l a c e d  t h e  windows w i t h  o n e s  which were 
s l i g h t l y  s h o r t e r ,  b u t  k e p t  t h e  6 1 6 - s t y l e  s a s h  t h a t  had p r e v i o u s l y  been used .  No work was 
done t o  t h e  o l d e r  c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t i o n  which had been l a i d  when t h e  s c h o o l  was moved h e r e  from 
f u r t h e r  down t h e  road c a .  1915. 

Although i n t e r i o r  changes had been made when t h e  schoolhouse  was remodeled,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
s t i l l  r e t a i n s  a  s u r p r i s i n g l y  l a r g e  amount of  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f i n i s h .  Woodsheathing s t i l l  c o v e r s  
a l l  t h e  i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  and forms t h e  p a r t i t i o n ,  w i t h  wide beaded board  w a i n s c o t t i n g  below a  
s imple  c h a i r r a i l ,  and unbeaded, more narrow h o r i z o n t a l  boards  above.  The s i z e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
windows i s  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  wood-sheathed w a l l s .  The wood f l o o r s  do n o t  d a t e  from 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d ,  b u t  were added w h i l e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was s t i l l  b e i n g  used a s  a s c h o o l .  The 
p r e s e n t  owner, a  former s t u d e n t  from 1938-1942, r e c a l l s  t h a t  t h e  f l o o r s  were always k e p t  o i l e d .  

( c o n t i n u e d )  

S t a t e m e n t  of S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

The Fit. Zion Schoolhouse remains a s  t h e  o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  two-room schoolhouse  from t h e  1870s ,  
t h e  f i r s t  decade  of  p u b l i c  school  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  North R i v e r  F r e e  
P u b l i c  Schools  purchased a  1% a c r e  t r a c t  f o r  t h i s  s c h o o l  from John  and V i r g i n i a  Douglas 
on A p r i l  1 3 ,  1876. By 1880-1, Augusta County r e p o r t e d  t e n  two-room s c h o o l h o u s e s ,  most 
s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  towns such a s  G r e e n v i l l e  and F i s h e r s v i l l e .  T h i s  example,  however,  was 
i n  a  more r u r a l  s e c t i o n ,  l o c a t e d  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  wes t  o f  t h e  t h r i v i n g  v i l l a g e  o f  M t .  So lon .  
M t .  Zion School  had 65 s t u d e n t s  and a n  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  34 by 1880. The s c h o o l  
a c q u i r e d  i t s  name from i t s  l o c a t i o n  n e a r  M t .  Zion Uni ted  B r e t h r e n  Church. 

Besides b e i n g  t h e  o l d e s t  s u r v i v i n g  two-room schoo1;Mt. Zion is a l s o  t h e  l e a s t  a l t e r e d  o f  t h e  
c l a s s  o f  two-room schoolhouses  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  a s  two rooms. Whereas two f i n e ,  v i r t u a l l y  
u n a l t e r e d  examples o f  t h e  two-room s c h o o l s  b u i l t  i n  two s t a g e s  s u r v i v e ,  most o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
examples o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  two-room form have been r a z e d  o r  d r a m a t i c a l l y  remodeled a n d / o r  
e n l a r g e d .  Mt. Zion h a s  s t i l l  been a l t e r e d  more t h a n  t h e  two o t h e r  nominated two-room s c h o o l s ,  
bu t  h a s  been inc luded  a s  t h e  b e s t  example of  i t s  t y p e .  

H t .  Zion School was f i r s t  b u i l t  f u r t h e r  west  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e ,  b u t  was moved t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  
l o c a t i o n ,  c l o s e r  t o  M t .  Zion c h u r c h ,  by 1915. T h i s  was one of t h e  few two-room s c h o o l s  t o  
remain i n  u s e  f o r  w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  through 1942. I n  i t s  l a s t  y e a r s ,  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Geographic  D a t a l h c r e a g e :  One-half a c r e  

Verba l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n :  Beginning a t  a  p o i n t  on t h e  S  s i d e  o f  VA 747 a p p r o x .  400 '  W o f  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  s a i d  r o u t e  w i t h  VA 760;  thence  e x t e n d i n g  approx .  7 5 '  W a l o n g  ( c o n t i n u e d )  
Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  and 
t h e  immediate school  y a r d .  
UTM: 17/663700/4244630 
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Phvsical Descriotion continued 

aichael added parririuns to create rhree rooms in each  lassr roam. The new i r o n r  entrance 
leads directly into a triangular-shaped foyer with a door t o  each apartment and a new 
cencral enclosea stair ascending 10 rooms Hichael created in the previously unfinished 
a r c i c .  \!ichael also constructed a new flue in the center o f  each classroom. The apartments 
had ~lrcrriciry bur never any running water. The building has nor been altered since the 
aichael remodeling, and still clearly suggests its educational use. 

statement of Siqnificance continued 

only one classroom war used for grades one through four and grades five through seven 
were  bused to Towers School, a modern brick consolidated school built in 1925. The second 
room provided storage space for wood and the water bucket. 

Verbal aodndarv Descriotion c~ntinued 

S side oi VA 757; thence approx. 175' S ;  thence approx. 7 E; thence approx. 175' N 
to point o f  origin. 






