
PUBLIC SCHOOLS I N  AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 1870:1940 
VIRGINIA HISTORIC LAKDMARKS COMMISSION 

Thematic N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

Historic Name; Verona School 
S t r e e t  Adress IRt .  No.: Route 11 
V i c i n i t y  o f :  Verona 
USGS Quad: . Staunton  7 . 5  

Common Name: Verona School 
VHLC F i l e  Number: 0 7 - # l 2 @ f  
Cwner: James S t o u t  

R t .  1 ,  Box h95 ,  Weyers Cave,  VA 
-- 

D a t e ( ~ )  : 1911 A r c h i t e c t I B u i l d e r :  Unknown 
O r i g i n a l  Use: Schoolhouse S t y l e :  Vernacular  
p r e s e n t  Use: Xote l  O f f i c e  
C o n d i t i o n :  Good 
A l t e r e d  2; u n a l t e r e d  - 
P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :  

The Verona School i l l u s t r a t e s  a common form Eor e a r l y  20 th-century  schools - - the  o r i g i n a l  t h r e e -  
room p l a n .  Like the  Verona School ,  most examples s u g g e s t  a  domes t ic  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  
e n t r a n c e  l e a d i n g  i n t o  a ' h a l l w a y  w i t h  a  room t o  each  s i d e  i n  t h e  manner of  t h e  common I-house 
d e s i g n .  The t h i r d  room was l o c a t e d  i n  a r e a r  e l l ,  a g a i n  drawing from l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n .  
The Verona School r e t a i n s  i t s  c e n t r a l  t ransom-l igh ted  e n t r a n c e ,  c e n t r a l  c r o s s  g a b l e ,  and wooden 
porch .  The chimneys were l o c a t e d  on each s i d e  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e ,  a g a i n  s i m i l a r  t o  l o c a l  
t r a d i t i o n .  A photograph taken  f o r  t h e  1932 i n s u r a n c e  survey  of  Augusta County s c h o o l s  shows 
t h r e e  windows on each s i d e  of  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  However, t h e  county  a p p a r e n t l y  e n l a r g e d  t h e  two 
f r o n t  rooms and added an a d d i t i o n a l  two windows on each  s i d e .  Elolded t r i m  w i t h  b u l l ' s - e y e  
carved  b l o c k s  surround a l l  t h e  l a r g e  6 /6  sash  windows, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t h r e e  windows on each end .  
The i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  had been f i n i s h e d  wi th  p l a s t e r  and t h e  rooms equipped w i t h  e l e c t r i c i t y  by 
1932.  

A f t e r  S t o u t  and Lamb purchased t h e  s c h o o l ,  they  moved it back from t h e  road  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  
l o c a t i o n  and b u i l t  two long  motel  b u i l d i n g s  t o  each s i d e .  The f r o n t  b lock  h a s  no t  been a l t e r e d  
on t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  a l though some a d d i t i o n s  have been made t o  t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  one-room wing.  In- 
s i d e ,  Lamb and S t o u t  made t h e  s o u t h  room i n t o  an a p a r t m e n t ,  removed t h e  c e n t r a l  n o r t h  p a r t i t i o n  
t o  c r e a t e  t h e  manager ' s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  and added rooms f o r  r e n t a l  i n  t h e  back wing .  

S t a t e m e n t  of  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

Verona School has been inc luded  i n  t h i s  themat ic  nomination a s  t h e  on ly  s u r v i v i n g  three-room 
s c h o o l  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  Augusta County. Although some three-room s c h o o l s  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  they became more popular  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  w i t h  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  The 
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  20 th-century  examples were c o n s t r u c t e d  between 1900 and 1920,  p l a c i n g  t h e  
Verona School i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h i s  development.  At t h a t  t i m e ,  Verona was a s m a l l e r  community, 
b u t  w i t h  i t s  20 th-century  growth,  i t  ou tgrew t h i s  school  by t h e  1940s .  

The Augusta County School Board purchased t h e  two-acre Verona t r a c t  on J u l y  3 1 ,  1911 from 
C .  E .  McLaughlin. The 1911-12 Annual Report  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  school  was b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  
f o r  $1 ,889 ,  f inanced  by $1,675 from s t a t e  funds and $214 from p r i v a t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  I n  t h e  
1920s ,  t h e  Verona School t a u g h t  o n l y  g r a d e s  one through f i v e ,  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  g rade  i n  t h e  s o u t h  
room, g r a d e s  two through t h r e e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  room, and g r a d e s  f o u r  and f i v e  i n  t h e  back o r  w e s t  
room. Higher grades  were bused t o  M t .  Sidney High School .  ,The s c h o o l  c l o s e d  by t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 s ,  
and i n  1950 t h e  School Board s o l d  t h e  school  t o  Henry Lamb and James S t o u t .  Around 1956-57, 
Lamb and S t o u t  moved t h e  school  back from t h e  road t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  o f f i c e  and manager ' s  r e s i -  
dence and b u i l t  t h e  mote l  b u i l d i n g s .  

Geographic  Data /Acreage :  one-half  a c r e  

Verba l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n :  Beginning a t  a p o i n t  approx .  150.' NW o f  a p o i n t  on t h e  W s i d e  o f  
US 11 approx .  450'  NE of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  r o u t e  wi th  VA 612;  thence  e x t e n d i n g  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : T h e  bounds have been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  schoolhouse  and a s m a l l  
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  yard .  

UTM: 17/676470/4230090 
- 

P r e p a r e d  3y: .Ann %cCleary ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  

Date P r e p a r e d :  S e p t e n b e r  1984 








