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The men's ba th  house a t  Warm Springs i s  a very simple frame one-story 
octagonal  s t r u c t u r e .  Its des ign  i s  purely func t iona l ,  having l i t t l e  o r  
no a r c h i t e c t u r a l  decora t ion .  The two ent rances  wi th  t h e i r  overhanging 
gables  appear  t o  be p a r t  of the  o r i g i n a l  des ign  while  the  remaining 
p r o j e c t i o n s  conta in ing  t h e  b a t h e r s '  i r e s s i n g  rooms a r e  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s .  

. f7. DESCRIPTION 

The l a t e r  women's ba th  house i s  a  l a r g e r ,  twenty-sided s t r u c t u r e .  Unlike 
the men's b a t h  house, the  women's i s  covered wi th  v e r t i c a l  s i d i n g  and is  

,surrounded by an enclosed g a l l e r y  covered by a  shed roof which con ta ins  
the  i n d i v i d u a l  d re s s ing  booths. 

CONDIT13N 

I N T E G R I T Y  

Each of t h e  pools  i s  t h i r t y - f i v e  f e e t  i n  diameter  and i s  fed by the  
s p r i n g  through loose  cobbles a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  pools .  The temperature 
of t h e  water  v a r i e s  only a degree o r  two from i t s  usual  96O, a  comfortabl  ur 
temperature enhanced by the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  roof of each ba th  house i s  a i m 
t runca ted  octagonal  pyramid wi th  an opening f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n .  
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The Warm Springs t r a d i t i o n a l i y  served a s  the  s t a r t i n g  po in t  f o r  the annual  
t ou r s  of  the  Vi rg in i a  sp r ings ,  a  s o c i a l  custom observed by t h e  a r i s t o c r a t s  
from a l l  over  t h e  South escaping the  i n t e n s e  summer h e a t  of the  lowlands 
t o  r e l a x  a t  the  mountain pools and enjoy the  company of  t h e i r  peers .  
While the  sp r ings  f i r s t  became known f o r  t h e i r  c u r a t i v e  powers and 
continued t o  be v i s i t e d  by i n v a l i d s  searching  f o r  h e a l t h ,  the  r e a l  
popu la r i ty  of  t h e  sp r ings  was founded upon t h e i r  s e rv ing  a s  fashionable '  
r e s o r t s .  

I The s p r i n g s  were apparent ly  popular  dur ing  the l a s t  t h i r d  of  the e i g h t e e n t  

i century  when the  men's ba th  house was b u i l t ,  and they f lou r i shed  dur ing  
the  f i r s t  h a l f  of the  n ine teenth  century  a s  the  t i d e  of s e t t l emen t  pushed 
the  Indians  f u r t h e r  west.  

Both of t h e  ba th  houses a r e  i n  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of r e p a i r  and have 
undergone very l i t t l e  a l t e r a t i o n .  S t i l l  used f o r  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  purpose 
and maintained by t h e  Homestead Hotel ,  a  world famous r e s o r t ,  the  Warm 
Springs Bath Houses a r e  "exce l len t  examples of t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  i n  publ ic  
accomodat ions"  i n  e a r l y  Vi rg in i a  and t e s t i f y  t o  a bygone e r a  of  our  








