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7. DESCRIPTION -
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(Check One) (Check One)
INTEGRITY Altered [ Unaltered Moved [ Original Site &

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGCE

The men's bath house at Warm Springs is a very simple frame one-story
octagonal structure. Its design is purely functional, having little or
no architectural decoration. The two entrances with their overhanging
gables appear to be part of the original design while the remaining
projections containing the bathers' dressing rooms are later additions.

The later women's bath house is a larger, twenty-sided structure. Unlike
the men's bath house, the women's is covered with vertical siding and is
surrounded by an enclosed gallery covered by a shed roof which contains
the individual dressing booths.

-

Each of the pools is thirty-five feet in diameter and is fed by the

spring through loose cobbles at the bottom of the pools. The temperature
of the water varies only a degree or two from its usual 969, a comfortablq
temperature enhanced by the fact that the roof of each bath house is a
truncated octagonal pyramid with an opening for ventilation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGN:FIGANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Warm Springs traditionally served as the starting point for the annual
tours of the Virginia springs, a social custom observed by the aristocrats
from all over the South escaping the intense summer heat of the lowlands
to relax at the mountain pools and enjoy the company of their peers.

While the springs first became known Zor their curative powers and
continued to be visited by invalids searching for health, the real _
popularity of the springs was founded upon their serving as fashionable
resorts.

The springs were apparently popular during the last third of the eighteenth
century when the men's bath house was built, and they flourished during

the first half of the nineteenth century as the tide of settlement pushed
the Indians further west.

Both of the bath houses are in an excellent state of repair and have
undergone very little alteration. Still used for their original purpose
and maintained by the Homestead Hotel, a world famous resort, the Warm
Springs Bath Houses are "excellent examples of the simplicity in public
accommodations" in early Virginia and testify to a bygone era of our
social history.
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