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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by
marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS
Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer to complete all items.

| 1. Name of Property
Historicname  The Yard
Other names/site number VDHR File No. #008-0135

| 2. Location |

Street & number 381 Old Greenhouse Road Not for publication =~ N/A
City or town _ Hot Springs : vicinity N/A state VA
Code VA county Bath code 017 zip 24445

| 3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby
certify that this __x nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property_x meets
does not meet the National Register Criteria. Irecommend that this property be considered
significant nationally stafewide_ x_ locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional

comments
%/M Jioad~— ; %‘Mﬂg" 3{ 20 07
ate /

Signature of certifying officia
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property does not meet the National Register criteria.
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

| 4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:
Entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet
Determined eligible for the National Register Signature of Keeper
See continuation sheet
Determined not eligible for the National Register =~ Date of Action
Removed from the National Register
Other (explain):

i
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| 5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X Private
Public-local
Public-State
Public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X Building(s)
District
Site
Structure
Object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
3 0 Buildings
0 0 Sites
0 0 Structures
1 0 Objects
4 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0
Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N /A" if property is not part of an MPL.) N/A

| 6. Function of Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub:  Single dwelling
DOMESTIC Secondary structure
Current functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub:  Single dwelling
DOMESTIC Secondary structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS; Tudor Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
Foundation = CONCRETE

Roof STONE: Slate
Walls STUCCO
STONE: Sandstone

Other BRICK (chimney)
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Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)

| 8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register Listing

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history
B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C  Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual
distinction.

D  Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a reconstructed building, object or structure

B
C
D a cemetery.
E
F a commemorative property.
G

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) Architecture

Period of Significance 1925

Significant Dates___ 1925

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)_ N/A
Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder C.W. Short, Jr.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)

| 9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more
continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS)

Preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.

Previously listed in the National Register
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Previously determined eligible by the National Register
Designated a National Historic Landmark
Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
Recorded by Historic American engineering Record  #

Primary Location of Additional Data
X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repository: _Virginia Department of Historic Resources

| 10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  12.206 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
X See Continuation Sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

| 11. Form Prepared By

Name/title:  Beth Scripps

Organization: Frazier Associates Date  May 3, 2006
Street & Number: 213 N. Augusta Street Telephone 540-886-6230
City or Town: Staunton Stater VA  Zip Code 24401

| Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (check with the SHPA or FPO for any additional items)

| Property Owner (Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

Name Charles S. Wilson, Jr. and Rebecca L. Wilson
Street & Number: P.O. Box 508 Telephone 540-839-3553

City or Town: Hot Springs State VA  Zip Code 24445

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places
to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to
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this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et
seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments
regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0.
Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018),
Washington, DC 20503.
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Main access to the second floor is from the stair hall in the northeast section of the house, although a secondary stair
is located between the dining room and butler’s pantry. The main stair rises in a circular fashion and features a
carved newel post and scroll-sawn balusters. The owner’s family rooms are located on the south and east elevations.
Of note are closet doors in these bedrooms whose interior faces resemble the Dutch door design often found in
stables and barns. Above the door to each room is an operable wood transom, many of which retain their original

screens.

The north elevation on the second floor houses seven servants’ rooms, and the level of finishes echoes those found

in the service rooms on the first floor.
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SECONDARY RESOURCES

GATE POSTS
At the main entrance off U.S. Route 220 stand stone gate posts with Tudor-gabled caps matching the architecture of

the house.

KENNEL/COTTAGE

A secondary building located near the property entrance via Old Greenhouse Road appears to be a small cottage or
gatehouse. Its positioning and Tudor Revival appearance belie its true original use, as a kennel for Mr. and Mrs.
Ingalls’s foxhounds. Since the original owners’ deaths, this small outbuilding has been stripped of its kennel
trappings and has been used primarily for storage by successive members of the Ingalls family. In form, itisan L-
gabled cottage with a stucco exterior, steeply pitched wood shingled roof, stone chimney and wood casement

windows. The interior has a cement floor with integral drains and the walls are exposed studs.

CHAUFFEUR’S SHED

Located in the northwest corner of a small parking area across the drive from The Yard’s front entrance on the north
elevation is a small shed. Built of the same stone as a short wall that delineates this area and capped by a slate roof
in keeping with that on the main house, this asymmetrical end-gabled building with its vertical-board door may have

once served as a chauffeur’s shelter.
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SUMMARY STATEMENT

The Yard, situated on over twelve acres in Bath County, is significant as the home of the third and fourth generation
of the Ingalls family whose members developed The Homestead resort and the Hot Springs area into a world-
renowned resort through their leadership of the Virginia Hot Springs Company. With the extension of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad to Warm Springs (1890s), travel to The Homestead became available to a larger
geographic area. The Virginia Hot Springs Company capitalized on this influx of visitors by selling lots upon which
to build summer cottages near the resort, especially to wealthy northern industrialists. The Yard, built in 1925, is an
architecturally significant Tudor Revival house that represents this new period of affluence in Bath County and also
represents a break from the traditional Virginia resort architecture. The Tudor Revival style, popular throughout the
country in the 1920s but rare in Bath County, proved a perfect match for the new home of Fay and Rachel Ingalls, a
couple with ties to the large cities of Cincinnati and New York rather than rural Virginia. Designed by

C.W. Short, Jr. of the prominent Cincinnati architectural firm of Matthews and Denison®, the house and its style,
often associated with genteel country living, were masterfully adapted to suit the informal sporting lifestyle of the
owners as well as the climate of Bath County and provide a landmark property from which to entertain wealthy

neighbors and business associates.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In 1890 a group of executives of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad (C&O) Railroad, including the Hon. Melville E.
Ingalls, formed the Southern Improvement Company to purchase 4,700 acres in Bath County including The
Homestead, which at that time consisted of an 1846 hotel, cabins, and bathhouse.” This parcel was situated halfway
between the endpoints of the C&O Railroad, Cincinnati and Norfolk. Between 1891 and 1893, the newly formed

management entity, Virginia Hot Springs Company, completed a branch of the railroad from Covington to Hot
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Springs. Also, at this time, a new hotel was constructed near the station, a powerhouse was built, and a six-hole golf
course was put into play. Other modern amenities continued to be added to this warm weather resort through the
close of the century including a European-style bathhouse, a casino, and a dance hall. The majority of this complex
burned in 1901 but was rebuilt and reopened in 1902 as a year-round resort. The Homestead now attracted a

clientele that had previously traveled to Europe to “take the waters.”

M.E. Ingalls of Cincinnati moved his family to Hot Springs in 1892, in hopes of improving the health of a sick
child.® The house he built for his family was called Ingallston or Ingallscote until inherited by his son, M.E. Ingalls,
Jr. in 1914, at which point the name was changed to Fairacre.* It was also in 1914 that M.E. Ingalls, Jr. bought
controlling interest in the Virginia Hot Springs Company from fellow investor, J.P. Morgan, Jr.° In 1922, M.E.
Ingalls, Jr. died unexpectedly and Fay Ingalls, Jr. was named to succeed him. Moving to Hot Springs from New
York, Fay and his family lived at The Homestead for two years,® then rented the house of Seth Barton French (a
Morgan partner)’ for a year before selling their house in Long Island and moving into a newly constructed The

Yard.®

The parcel of land on which The Yard was built was sold to Fay Ingalls, Jr.’s wife, Rachel, by the Virginia Hot
Springs Company, owners of The Homestead resort, in January 1925 for $6,851.° It was part of the same land
purchased by the Virginia Hot Springs Company’s predecessor, the Southern Improvement Company, in January
1891. This sale came with restrictions including the prohibition of the land’s use for the construction of a boarding
house/hotel, a place for the “sale of wine, cider, or any spirituous, intoxicating, malt, or fermented liquor, or any
mixture of them” or the business of a blacksmith, butcher, tanner, soap manufacturer, liveryman, or any other

manufacturing, commercial or other business. In short, the said land was to be used “solely for RESIDENTIAL
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PURPOSES.” The deed of sale also stipulated that a dwelling house must be constructed within one year and “built
in conformity with the plans submitted to and approved by the President or Vice-President” of the Virginia Hot
Springs Company.®® The Yard is most likely the work of architect C.W. Short, Jr. (1884-1954) of the Cincinnati
firm of Matthews and Denison (1919-1941)." The work of this firm included commissions for residences and
farms, including their outbuildings, as well as churches, schools, hospitals, libraries and a country club. Principal
Stanley Matthews, a Princeton graduate, was primarily involved in public-sector projects and housing for the
underprivileged. Columbia graduate Archibald Campbell Denison was an early advocate of planned communities

and established the department of architecture at Ohio University.*?

C.W. Short, Jr. was a Cincinnati native whose ancestors settled in Virginia in the mid-seventeenth century. His
ancestor John Cleve Symmes arranged a syndicate in 1794 to purchase approximately 250,000 acres in southwestern
Ohio (Hamilton, Butler and Warren counties) referred to as the Symmes or Miami Purchase. An association
between the Ingalls and Short families can be traced to the previous generation as C.W. Short, Sr. and M.E. Ingalls

were founding benefactors of the Cincinnati Art Museum and supporters of the Cincinnati Exposition of 1880.%

C.W. Short, Jr. graduated from Harvard in 1908 and interned for two years with the Boston office of Cram,
Goodhue and Ferguson, most noted for their design of the military academy at West Point (1904). From Boston,
Short went abroad and was associated with the London firm J. D. and P. Coleridge from 1910-1914. In 1912, he
married the Countess Camilla Hoyos. Business directories show he returned stateside and was working in New
York between 1915 and 1921 and in the late 1920s. Between 1921 and 1923 he again traveled abroad and studied in
Europe, returning to establish an architectural practice in his native Cincinnati in 1923.* It was at this time that he

became a consulting architect to the Virginia Hot Springs Company and the Camargo Realty Company, developers



(Rev. 10-90)
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places The Yard
Continuation Sheet Bath County, VA
Section 8 Page 11

of the Indian Hills neighborhood outside of Cincinnati. This picturesque neighborhood became popular in the 1920s
as a summer retreat for wealthy Cincinnatians who commissioned large estates in a variety of revival styles, some
with accompanying barns to support their hobbies of polo and foxhunting.”® It is likely that Fay and Rachel Ingalls
felt at home with this well-traveled Cincinnati architect with ties to both the Ingalls family and the architecture and

lifestyle they wished to translate to their new home in Bath County, Virginia.

Architecturally, The Yard is fluent in the vocabulary of the Tudor Revival style, a popular style for grand manor
houses of the 1920s. Its design around an inner courtyard with cylindrical stair tower and recessed two-story porch,
while functional for the uses of the Ingallses, also connects it to the style’s roots in late medieval England. Its
asymmetrical stone and half-timbered stucco exterior is punctuated by groupings of tall, narrow, multi-paned, leaded
glass casement windows and French doors to take advantage of the bath County climate. The steeply pitched gable
roofs intersect with one another forming cross gables at the house’s four corners, while these massive facades are
broken by projecting bays, chimneys and overlapping gables with varied eave-line heights. The interior of The Yard
continues elements of the style with exposed ceiling beams, use of heavy decorative wrought iron, simple unpainted

wide wood trim and wide, pegged oak floors.

Of particular note is one of the construction materials used in building The Yard. Among Fay Ingalls, Jr.’s early
ventures in Hot Springs was the clearing of dead blighted chestnut trees due to the potential fire hazard they posed.
In the early 1920s there was no market for chestnut, as it was not considered valuable lumber. Although hundreds of
carloads were shipped out of the valley, Mr. Ingalls chose to construct much of The Yard with this readily available

source of lumber.t®
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Current owners, Charles and Rebecca Wilson bought the property from the Ingalls family in 2000. Their respectful

restoration efforts will ensure that this important example of Tudor Revival architecture in Bath County is protected

for years to come.

ENDNOTES

1. Country Life article, undated.

2. National Register Nomination. The Homestead, Bath County, Virginia.

3. Ingalls, Fay. The Valley Road, 51.

4. Ingalls, Fay. The Valley Road, 157.

5. Ingalls, Fay. The Valley Road, 155.

6. Ingalls, Fay. The Valley Road, 248.

7. Ingalls, Fay. The Valley Road, 79.

8. Ingalls, Fay. The Valley Road, 248.

9. Bath County Deed Book 35, page 58.

10.  Bath County Deed Book 35, page 58.

11.  Bath County Deed Book 35, page 58.

12.  Country Life article, undated.

13.  Manuscript Collections MSS517 - Matthews and Denison and MSS AD41 - Matthews, Stanley. Cincinnati
Historical Society Library, Cincinnati.

14.  http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/oh/oh-footsteps/1999 /july/V99-516.txt

15.  http://www.indianhill. org/History/default.htm

16. Ingalls, Fay. The Valley Road, 193.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM References

1. 17 602245E 4205480N
2. 17 602360E 4205460N
3. 17 602415E 4205520N
4. 17 602500E 4205490N
5. 17 602465E 4205280N
6. 17 602260E 4205280N
7. 17 602200E 4205400N

Verbal Boundary Description

Tax Parcel 83-13, is delineated by solid line on the accompanying map “Boundary Survey of The Yard, 2002”

which is found in the records of the Valley Springs Magisterial District, Bath County, Virginia and a copy of which

is enclosed herewith.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire tax parcel currently associated with The Yard known as #83-13 and

containing 12.206 acres.
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All digital photographs are of:

The Yard, DHR File # 008-0135
Hot Springs, Bath County, VA
Photographed by: Beth Scripps, 2006

Electronic Images stored at the Virginia Department of Historic Resources in Richmond, Virginia

Photo 1 of 12.  View of entrance to property from Old Greenhouse Road, looking east
Photo 2 of 12.  View of kennel/cottage from Old Greenhouse Road drive, looking north
Photo 30f 12.  View of house from U.S. Route 220 drive, looking west

Photo 4 of 12.  View of house west (service) elevation, looking east

Photo 5 of 12.  Partial view of north (front) elevation of house, looking southwest
Photo 6 of 12.  View of east (side) elevation of house, looking west

Photo 7 of 12.  View of south (rear) elevation of house, looking north

Photo 8 of 12.  South wall of Library with mezzanine stairs, looking south towards Living Room
Photo 9 of 12. Newel post and balustrade for main stair in tower, looking east

Photo 10 of 12. Typical bedroom (windows/wall finish)

Photo 11 of 12. Typical bedroom (doors)

Photo 12 of 12.  View of chauffeur’s shed looking, north






