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Fancy F n m ~  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  p l a n t a t i o n  of ovc r  a  thousand a c r c s ,  
Iini.ri!vur i t  now i n c l u d c s  only 15 a c r c s ,  t ak ing  i n  t h e  housc and remain in^ 
ou tbu i ld ings .  l h c  house was conipletely r c s t o r c d  i n  1969-1971 u ~ l d e r  t'nc 
d i r ~ : c t i m i  of  a r c l i i t c c t  J. E v c r c t t c  Faubcr of  Lynchburg, V i r g i n i a ,  and now 
SCNCS a s  tlic r e s i d e n c e  of tlic p re sen t  ownurs. 

I 

Tlic o r i g i n a l  i n t c r i o r  woodwork o f  Fancy Farm i s  onc of  t:lic cl i icf  1 
glories of t h c  liousc. I n  t h c  drawing room a f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  suppor t sd  on i f l u t - c ~ l  1.unic p i l a s t e r s  s e t  on bases  ex tends  around a l l  fou r  w a l l s .  l b c  I 
p r o j e c t i n g  cliimneypiccc has  a n  Adamcsquc mantel  w i t h  carved  u r n s  and an over- 
mnntcl f lanked by s c r o l l c d  v o l u t e s .  On e i t h e r  s i d e  of  tlie chim~ncypiccc a r e /  
rccc..;:;cd arci ics  topped w i t h  kcystoncs.  Likc  t h e  mantc l ,  tile d o o r  oppos i t e  ; 
the  cl i in~ncypiccc i s  ornamontcd wi th  urns  a s  w e l l  a s  swags and r o s e t t e s .  I 

i Bcyoild' t h e  drawing room i s  a l c s s  o rnn tc  d i n i n g  room. Tile nor~;.hcas t room I 
I 

has been c o ~ i v c r t c d  i n t o  a  k i t c h c n  and the  nor thwest  room is now1 f i t t e d  w i t ; ]  i 
I bookshelves and s e r v c s  a s  a l i b r a r y .  

1 j 

'llie liousc nnrl i t s  o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r c  s c t  011.a smll  l i i l l  bcliind 
i 1 i l l .  111c i ~ i ~ ~ i i ~ ? i I i a t c  yard i s  d o t t e d  w i t h  v e r y  l a r g e  onlcs, and from 
1 i t  i s  i ) i , ~ ; ~ i u c d  a  nmi:nificcnt paiiora~na of tlic famed l'calcs of  O t t e r .  ??IIC 
/ ~;r : iccfu l ly  proportioned two-story , f ivc-boy b r i c k  dwc l l inc  i s  a  conipc t e n t  I 1 cssny i n  Lltc-Georgian a r c l i i t c c t u r c .  Tihc cornparat ivcly s n n l l - s i z e  b r i c k s  

i Onc of t h e  most c u r i o u s  f c a t u r c s  of  t h c  housc i s  t h o  a r r a r i ~ c c i c n t  I 
of the  s ta i rway.  One c n t c r s  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  from tlie c x t c r i o r :  a t  ground 1 
l r v c i  and then proc.ccds c i t h c r  up o r  down on ly  n h a l f  s t o r y  t,o rcacil  r i le  1 fir13 t . f l o o r  or t l ~ o ~ .  baucmcnt.. lovoLii. ~ - d 

' of iLs w ; \ l l s  a r c  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on a 1 1  f o u r  w a l l s  bo th  above and b c i o r ~  
t h e  w.lrcr t a b l e .  Simple j ack  a r c h e s  a r c  ovcr  a l l  t h c  windows. Crowning 1 v, 

t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  3 me ta l  covered gable  roof o u t  of  which p r o j e c t s  two i n t e r - !  n 
i o r  c:nd cl~iinncys w i t h  co rbc lcd  caps  and cement bands. Surrounding t h e  basei I of tlic roof  i s  a  mod i l l i oncorn icc  which extends  a c r o s s  t h e  base  of  both g a b l ~ s  
t o  form pcdimcntcd gab le  cnds.  Thc c e n t r a l  t h r e e  bays on each  f r o n t  p ro jec  - f 
s l i g i i t l y  and t h e  c o r n i c e  abovc brcaks  accord ing ly  -- s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  p e d i m e n r s z  

1 ;ere o r i g i n a l l y  in tended t o  crown t h e s e  p r o j e c t i o n s .  There is, however, no! v, 

dociinentary o r  s t r u c t u r a l  ev idence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  such ped inen t s  were e v e r -  
i n  pl.ace. 

I ;O 

Diiring t h e  r c s t o r a t i o n  a l a t e r  porch was rcmovcd from the  south  
f .. 

i c 
i 

L i , i ~ t .  t o  r cvca l  t h e  vc ry  ha~idsomc o r i g i n a l  doorway. This doorway f c a t u r f s  n 
a l x x i i m ~ ~ ~ i t  w i th  opcn tympanum suppor ted  on I o n i c  p i l a s t c r s .  llio scmi- I i 4 
circu1n1- tr;msom abovc tlic door i s  orn:im<:ntcd w i t h  s e r p e n t i n e  t r a c e r y .  I 

I - H c : i o r ~ !  t lit, no]-th f r o n t  was rcmodcl.e~l d u r i n g  tlic r e s  t o r a t i 0 n . a  :;mxlll, sin:;le i 0 
i i ~ > ~ ~ i . . : ; r ~ ~ v i n ~ ;  :IS :I i~i:iin e n t r a n c e ,  was loca ted  a t  i;roun<l levcl .  ilircct1.y Lclnw / 

i Z 
I r f i r  1 w i n 1  I n  t h c  r e s t o r a t i o n  t h i s  door i~ny was 

I V\ wicle~~cd t o  o double  door s o  t h a t  nov thc window abavc it appea r s  s s  o vc ry  1 
t a l l  transom. Also,  t h c  two "bl ind" windows on c i t h c r  s i d e  of  tliis window I 
wcrc glozed a f t e r  be ing  covered w i t h  permanently c losed  louvrcd  s l i u t t c r s .  
I n  tlie r c s e  of  t h c  windoris a l l  of  t h e  o l d  6-ovcr-6 s a s h  was rcmovcd and 
r ep laced  w i t h  12-ovcr-12 sash .  1 

I I 
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7. 1icc:lusc of  tlic l o c a t i o n  of the  w a l l  bctwccn the  nor t l icas t  room and the  
s c a i r  1 1 : i L l  thc  s h o r t  run t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  over ten  f e e t  wide. 
Tlik: s t a i r  from tlic f i r s t  t o  thc  sccond f l o o r  i s  a "Flying" o r  i n v i s i b l y  
~ { i p p o r t c d  s t a i r  vaguely  s i m i l a r  i n  scl~ci i~c t o  the  famous s t a i r  i n  S h i r l e y ,  
Cli;lrics City County, Vi rg in ia .  'ihc s t a i r  i s  f i t t e d  wi th  molded hand- 
r:iil, turncd b a l u s t e r s ,  and s c r o l l e d  s t a i r  ends. The second f l o o r ,  
l i i ie  tile f i r s t ,  r e t a i n s  n e a r l y  a l l  of i t s  o r i g i n a l  woodworlc, however 
some readjus tments  f o r  modern convenience have been m d e  i n  s e v e r a l  of 
tllc rooms. 

Fancy Farm's remaining o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  poor o r  
ruinous c o n d i t i o n ,  a l though  t h e r e  a r e  p lans  t o  renovate them. 'ilie 

i i 
ou tbu i ld ings  inc lude  a b r i c k  s to rehouse ,  a frame k i t c h e n  w i t h  a s t o n e  \ 

chimney, and a frame q u a r t e r s  a l s o  w i t h  a s t o n e  chimney. 

I 
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FANCY FhRM (I l i s tory)  

Fancy Farm s t ands  a s  one of the  f i n e s t  Late Georgian houses i n  
Vi rg in ia .  Thc a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  of Fancy Farm i s  enhanced by t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a housc of i ts  q u a l i t y  should have been b u i l t  i n  what was almost  
f r o n t i e r  t e r r i t o r y .  I t  can be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  h o u d s  e l e g a n t  drawing room 
v r e s  a s  one of the  most b e a u t i f u l  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  rooms of i t s  period i n  
the  Csmonwealth . 

Thc b u i l d e r  of Fancy Farm, Andrew Donald, w a s  a Scotsman by b i r t  
and apparen t ly  came t o  Bedford County sometime be fo re  the  Revolution. 
was onc of s e v e r a l  S c o t t i s h  merchants who s e t t l e d  around the  Bcdford town f 
New London i n  t h a t  period.  He was thc  only son of William Donaid, a wcal hy 

He/ merchant o f  Greenock, Scotland,  who l e f t  h i s  son h i s  e n t i r e  f o r t u n e  i n  178 . 
With h i s  i n h e r i t e d  weal th ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  income from h i s  own e n t e r p r i s e s ,  
i t  is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  Donald should have e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  h i n s f l f  such 
a n  c labora t r .  scat a s  Fancy Farm. The house,  e r e c t c d  i n  the  1750'5, w a s  \ 
hard ly  thc  t y p i c a l  p ioneer  farmhouse of i t s  time dnd p lace ,  bu t  an elegant1 
express ion  of a man w i t h  t a s t e  and ref inement .  .kppparenciy because the  
p lace  s tood i n  such c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  r e s t  of the  a r e a ,  i t s  owner was moved / I 
t o  g ive  i t  i t s  unusual  name. I 

Donald d ied  i n  1806 and h i s  e s t a t e  was l e f t  co h i s  two c h i l d r e n ,  
Benjamin and G e i l s ,  who i n  1817 so ld  the  farm t o  Thomas D i l l a r d .  A t  
D i l l a r d ' s  d e a t h  i n  1820, the  p lacc  went t o  I s s a c  Otey, onc of D i l i a r d ' s  i executors .  Otey, i n  tu rn ,  so ld  the  proper ty  t o  h i s  son-in-?.aw, Paschal  I 
Buford, and i n  1823 Buford so ld  i t  t o  John D. S c o t t .  S c o t t  kept ihe  farm/ 
f o r  cen y e a r s  and then so ld  i t  co Robert N. Kclso. That sane yea r  (1833) 
Kelso so ld  Fancy Farm t o  Robert Kelso of P r incc  Edward County. m e  pro- I 

I 
p e r t y  remained i n  t h e  hands of the  Kelso family f o r  e igh ty -e igh t  y e a r s ,  t h e  
longes t  per iod  of s i n g l e  family ownership y e t  recorded f o r  Fancy Farm. 
During t h e i r  t e n u r e  t h e  Kelso 's  operated a m i l l  n e a r  the  house and the  sma.1 
s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  grew up around the  m i l l  came t o  be known a s  Kelso ' s  M i l l .  

During the  War Between the  S t a t e s  t h e  Kelso family was temp0rari.y 
forced t o  v a c a t e  Fancy Farm whi le  i t  was used a s  t h e  headquar ters  of Union 
General David Hunter i n  h i s  Lynchburg campaign. Colonel  David k. S t r o t h e r ,  
Chief o f  S t a f f  t o  General  Hunter and b e t t e r  known by h i s  pen ndmc "Porte 
Crayon1', took n o t e  o f  Fancy Farm i n  t h e  June 15, I864 e n t r y  i n  h i s  jou rna l  
when he  wrote,  '!We took headquar ters  i n  the  house o f  one Kelso, an old-  
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FANCY FARM (History)  

8 8. fashioned b r i c k  house handsomely loca ted  i n  a g r w e  o f  oaks w i t h  a f u l l  
view of  the  Peaks o f  Otter ."  

I n  1921 Fancy Farm was purchased from the  Kelso family by the  
l a t e  S i r  George Reresby S i t w e l l ,  Baronet,  of Renishaw H a l l ,  Derbyshire, 
England, f o r  h i s  nephew, Capta in  Herbert  C e c i l  F i t z  Roy S i twe l l .  Captain 
S i t w e l l ' s  f a t h e r  had come t o  America and s e t t l e d  i n  Bedford County, sending 
h i s  son t o  V i r g i n i a  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e .  During World War I,  whi l e  
Cap ta in  S i t w e l l  was convalesc ing  i n  England a f t e r  being gassed,  S i r  
George o f f e r e d  t o  buy a farm f o r  h i s  nephew wherever he wanted. 
S i t w e l l  chose Fancy Farm and the  p roper ty  was bought by h i s  uncle  and 
owned by S i t w e l l  f o r  the  r e s t  of  h i s  l i f e .  Bollowing S i t w e l l ' s  dea th  
t h e  p lace  was so ld  t o  M r .  and Mrs. M i l l e r  Overs t r ee t ,  and from them i t  
was purchased by the  p resen t  owners. 
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