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. 
DESCRIPTION 

Three O t t e r s  i s  a massive two-story house approximately f i f t y  f e e t  square ,  
with f i v e  bays a c r o s s  the  facade and four  bays on t h e  s i d e s .  The w a l l s  
a r e  l a i d  i n  excep t iona l ly  f i n e  Flemish bond of  ve ry  even co lo r .  The house 
is covered by a hipped roof of  such low p i t c h  t h a t  i t  g ives  t h e  t o o f  t h e  
appearance o f  being f l a t .  Surrounding t h e  base of  t h e  roof i s  a f u l l  Doric 
e n t a b l a t u r e  i n  which n e a r l y  a l l  the  metopes a r e  s i n g l e  pane windows. These 
windows se rve  t o  both  l i g h t  t h e  a t t i c  s t o r y  and t o  v e n t i l a t e  the  house 
by drawing a i r  through the  open windows of  t h e  lower f l o o r s .  The l i n t e l s  
of t h e  windows of  t h e  Iower f l o o r s  a r e  ornamented w i t h  Greek f r e t s  a t  
t h e i r  ends. Between the  f i r s t - a n d  second-f loor  windows a r e  f l a t  stuccoed 
panels  which, t oge the r  wi th  t h e , e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l a r g e  double- hung sash ,  
g ive  the,  house a low r a t i o  of s o l i d  t o  void.  The main en t r ance  t o  t h e  
house is a t h r e e - p a r t  composition and i s  s h e l t e r e d  by a small  Greek Doric 
p o r t i c o ~ ~ t o p p e d  by a balustrades deck ,,, t h a t  .., is reached by a door t r e a t e d  
s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  one below i t .  The a s m e t r i c a l  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  f e a t u r e s  
a Doric p o r t i c o  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on the  f r o n t .  

CONDITION 

lJ Altered Unaltered 

The i n t e r i o r  is v i r t u a l l y  unal te red  and is  l a i d  out  i n  a s imple c e n t r a l -  
h a l l  p l an ,  w i th  a minor s e r v i c e  h a l l  between the  two e a s t e r n  rooms. Nearly 
a l l  of  t h e  moldings, a r c h i t r a v e s ,  and o t h e r  woodwork d e t a i l s  a r e  d i r e c t l y  
der ived  from p l a t e s  i n  Asher Benjamin's a r c h i t e c t u r a l  handbook, The 
P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter .  Outstanding among t h e  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  is  
the  t h r e e - s t o r y  s t a i r c a s e  wi th  i ts  o r i g i n a l  marbleizing.  
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The o r i g i n a l  two-story k i t chen  and pantry ou tbu i ld ing  is  connected t o  
t h e  main house by a covered,walkway, a l t h o u g h , p a r t  of  this.walkway has  been 

I . .. 
incorp6iate'd i n t o  a two-story b r i c k  and frame a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  house. 
Othe,r e a r l y  outbui ld, ings inc lude  a . b r i c k  w e l l  house w i t h  a Greek Revival 
cupola,  l oca ted  i n  t h e  sou theas t  corner  of t h e  yard.  ~ i r e c t ' b  behind t h e  
house . , . ,  a r e  .vhg r u i n s  . . of - ,an:extensive b r i c k c h i c k e n  house ,  which r e t a i n s  some 
of i ts b r i c k  n e s t s .  A b r i c k n e c e s s a ~ h o r i s e  is loca ted  i n  t h e  northwest  
c a r e r  of  t h e  yard. The whole complex i s . d r a m a t i c a l l y  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  
crest o f  a h i l l ,  w i t h  magnif icent  views of t h e  Bedford count rys ide  and t h e  
famous Peaks o f  O t t e r  i n  t h e  d i s t ance .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Three Otters was b u i l t  by Abel Beach Nichols ,  a merchant  from' Bridgeport ,  
Connect icu t ,  who s e t t l e d  i n  Bedford C o u n t y i n  182.0. Niclhols b u i l t  a 
b r i c k  s t o r e  i n  Bedford Court House i n  $824, where goods imported ,from 
New York were so ld .  It  is  bel ievbd t h a t  Nichols began dons t ruc t ion  
of h i s  count ry  house, Three O t t e r s ,  i n  1827. The house probably was 
f in i shed  a f t e r  1830, s i n c e  n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l  i s  
d i r e c t l y  based on p l a t e s  i n  Asher Benjamin's b u i l d e r ' s  handbook, The 
P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter ,  f i r s t  published i n  1830. 

Three O t t e r s  served a s  an important s o c i a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Bedford a r e a  
throughout t h e  n ine teen th  century ,  horse  r ac ing  being one of  the  most 
popular  a c t i v i t i e s  t he re .  Robert E. Lee was e n t e r t a i n e d  a t  Three O t t e r s ,  
and i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  Abel Nichols '  son George presented Lee wi th  a sadd le  
horse  t h a t  f e l l  i n  b a t t l e  under i t s  r i d e r .  

~ i . c h i t e c t u r a i l ~ ,  Three O t t e r s  is a r a r e  and impbrtant example df  a rio'n- 
temple-form Greek Revival country house of mansion q u a l i t y .  I t  s t ands  

' a s  a t r i b u t e  both t o  Asher Benjamin, t h e  g r e a t p o p l i I a r i z e r  of Greek 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  forms, and t o  the  unknown master ca rpen te r ,  who s u c c e s s f u l l y  
adapted Benjamin's c a r e f u l l y  ae fe l l i nea fedae ta i '~~  t o  a - b o l d '  And' ungfied 
des ign .  Three O t t e r s  is thus  .evidence of Benjamin's ambi t ion  t o  make h i s  
handbook a "completely p ' r i c t ida l  one," and " to  f a c i l i t a t e  and a s a ' i b f '  
t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  master  ca rpen te r s  . . . who have not  had a n  oppor tuni ty  
of  l e a r n i n g  t o  draw a r c h i t e c t u r a l  sub jec t s . "  
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