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Hope Dawn is a finely crafted Federal-style story-and-a-half brick
farmhouse with a three-bay main block and a one-bay wing on its south end.
The walls are laid in Flemish bond with scattered glazed headers and penciled
joints. They are supported on foundations of uncoursed quarried stone.

The walls are capped with a brick cormice consisting of four corbeled
courses of headers. In comtrast to the main section, the wing has a simple
wooden box cornice. Interior end chimmeys with corbeled caps flank the
main section with the south chimney serving the wing as well., The gable
roof, originally covered with rounded wooden shakes, is now sheathed with
standing-seam sheet metal.

The main section's first-floor window openings have nine~over-nine
sash while the wing sash is six-over-nine. The six-over-six dormer windows
on the facade are pedimented and are ornamented with dentil moldings. The
rear dormers omit the dentils. ' The dormers_originally had exposed diagonal
boarded cheeks, however the cheeks are now covered with wooden shingles.
The main entrance has a round arch tramnsom with reeded soffit and simple
spoke tracery. Turned corner blocks mark the apex and spring points of the
arch. The present glass~pare front door replaces the original paneled door.
Window and exterior door sills are of soapstone. Framing the main entrance
is a handsome tetrastyle pedimented portico on a stone foundation. The
pediment is supported on chamfered wooden posts with lamb's tongue finish
set on railing-height square pedestals. The present railings date from a
196@'s restoration with their design based on traces of the original railin
found mortised into the pedestals. The wing is fronted by a shed porch with
similar posts and railings. At one time the wing's steps were under the
porch, however they have been restored to their original location leading
straight from the porch's center bay. The simple flight of wooden steps on
the rear of the main section 1s modern. ~

The main section presently has a center hall, although the plan's
original configuration probably consisted of a single partition located
slightly to the south of the front door, giving the house a hall=parlor
plan., The present arched openings in the hall axe modern and are based on
the front entrance. Throughout the first floor are molded chair rails and
baseboards. The interior enframement of the main entrance is ornamented
with a molded keystone. Before restoration, the first floor ceilings were
covered with tongue-and~-groove sheathing dating from around 1900, When it
was removed, the ceiling joists were cleaned and left exposed as they were
finely dressed with no indication that they were intended to be covered.
The house's stair is somewhat awkwardly located in the northwest corner of
the south room. It ascends for three steps to a paneled door, then winds to
an eastern direction where it ascends for the rest of its length in a
straight run between partitions. A similar, but more simple stair serves
the wing.

An outstanding feature of the interior is its fine mantels. The
delicate Federal mantel in the north room has paired colonettes with spiral
reeding supporting an entablature with projecting end and center panels.

On each of the panels in the frieze are reeded paterae. The cornice has
cable and dentil moldings, and the liner molding has diagonal reeding. The
south room's mantel has reeded pilaste i
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dentiled cornice. Above the mantel is a wooden cupboard set in the chimney
breast. The mantel originally was not centered on the chimney breast and was
moved slightly to the west during the restoration. It was at this time that

an Indianhead penny, dated 1861, was found inside the chimney's flue, suggestin
that this may have been a hiding place for valuables during the War Between the
States. The mantel in the first-floor wing room has a molded surround with a
simple entablature and shelf. The second-floor north room mantel has a simple
architrave surround with deep frieze and narrow molded cornice. The original
mantel in the opposite room was lost, and the present mantel is a copy eof that
in the north room.

Prior to the restoration, the second-floor rooms were covered with
tongue-and-groove sheathing. When this was removed, roughly-finished horizonta
boards were found undernmeath. This boarding could not be preserved so the
|walls were plastered. Also, the partition between the hall and the north room
was shifted slightly to the north to provide room for a bath,

The basement of the wing originally served as the kitchen as evidenced
by its large fireplace and pothooks. The floor, probably originally packed
earth, was brick paved during the restoration. The socuth room of the main
section had its floor excavated a foot to give a ceiling height of seven feet.
During this process, a number of flagstones were found beneath the later cement
floor. These stones were used to pave the areaway under the wing porch. The
area under the north room is used for storage and has a height of only three
feet.

Hope Dawn's grounds contain several outbuildings. To the south of the
house is an old stone and brick stable that has been remodeled into a guesthous
A simple stone structure southwest of the house has served variocusly as a disti
and a chicken house. The frame office to the northwest of the house was origin
in the yard of an old tavern in Amherst Court House, and was moved to its prese
site in the late 1950's. Enclosing the house's front yard is a handsome stone
wall which runs along the trace of the old Bethel turnpike. Stone gateposts
with chiseled pyramidal caps mark the entrance to the front walk. A stoune
mounting block remains nearby. The entire complex is in a beautiful pastoral
setting with dramatic views of surrounding fields, woodlands and mountains.
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STATEMENT OF 3IGNIFICANCE

This compact early-nineteenth-century farmhouse is an elegantly
refined and excellently preserved example of Piedmont Virginia rural
architecture. Its finely crafted details and balanced proportions illustrat
the high quality of the building arts "prevalent in relatively remote areas
of the state. In its unspoiled pastoral setting with the foothills of the
Blue Ridge Mountains as a backdrop, Hope Dawn forms a memorable image of
rural life in old Virginia.

Hope Dawn originally was the country home of Dr. Howell Davies (1795
before 1858), a noted Lynchburg druggist. Davies was the grandson of
Nicholas Davies, a native of Wales who settled in Henrico County, Virginia
in 1730, and later moved to Bedford County where he settled on lands
patented by him between 1771 and 1783. It was on part of this land, located
west of Lynchburg on the south side of the James River, that Howell Davies

but the Bedford County land books list Howell Davies as owning 1200 acres
on the James from 1827 to 1841. An 1839 deed shows that Davies mortgaged hi
1200 acres as well as one lot on Cocke Street (present day Fifth Street) in

on Cocke Street, and presumably his phaimacy establishment was in the same
building.

Davies is remembered in Lynchburg not only as a prominent druggist,
but as the owner of "Blind Billy," a famous Negro slave who played the fife,
"Blind Billy" was later purchased by the townspeople of Lynchburg who gave
him his freedom. He is buried in the historic 014 City Cemetery.

Davies paid back his mortgage in 1839 and later that same year he
sold 723 acres of his Bedford County property including 'the residence of
the land” to James A. Meriweather. In 1843 Meriweather sold 271 acres of
this property". . .south of Bethel Road . . .with appurtenances' to William
Steen. The property remained in Steen's ownership until 1874 when 141 acres
described as being on the James River and Kanawha Canal and Bethel Road,
and known as the ''Mansion House tract,' was purchased by Emily S. Lecky. I
was during the Lecky ownership (1874-1924) that the first mention of the
property's name, '""Hope Dawn" appeared. In 1956 Hope Dawn was purchased from
Martin Johnson by Mrs. Samuel Allen Chambers, who in 1968 deeded it to her

The Chambers family undertook an extensive restoration of the property in
the 1960's.

built the present house. The exact construction date has not been documentgd,

Lynchburg to secure payment of a debt. Davies maintained his town residencqg

twin sons, Samuel Allen, Jr. and William Russell Chambers, the present ownexs.
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section in

The Bethel Road mentioned in early deeds is preserved in a short
front of the house as a private drive. This early stage road is

said to have been used on occasions by Thomas Jefferson as a shortcut from

Monticello

to his Bedford County retreat, Poplar Forest.
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