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|DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

New London Academy continues in operation on its original (1796-1798)
site, approximately one mile to the west of the village of New London on the
old Lynchburg-Salem Turnpike (Route 297). The campus includes the eighteen
and-one-half acre tract deeded to the original Academy Trustees by prominent]
residents of the New London community. Ten acres of this -- the Robert
Alexander grant -- reverts to the grantee's heirs or assigns should the
academy cease to function as a school.

The earliest buildings consisted of "a handsome and commodious academy,
a president's house, and a large brick church well enclosed." Of the
related outbuildings, an early frame kitchen with central chimmey survives
and presently serves as the academy museum. The Academy Presbyterian
Church, built (1856-57) across the roadway from the school, replaced the

classroom-dormitory building, had been replaced by one of brick.

This circa 1837-39 building has been continued in use, in varying
capacities, to the present day, Window enlargements and other evolutionary
changes have affected the original three-bay symmetry of the old academy,
however the basic block with its interior end chimneys, low hipped roof
and Flemish bond brickwork remains. This building and the old kitchen
symbolize the historic continuity of New London Academy, and provide a
contrast to the dominant, post-World War II campus-style structures.

earlier structure. By 1839, the original 'commodious academy'', or frame +*]
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Persons familiar with the history of schooling in Virginia will
recognize in New London Academy a microcosm of that history from the
Jeffersonian period to the present. In December of 1795, the General
Assembly granted a charter to incorporate the Academy. The following year
(reaffirmed in 1828) the Assembly authorized the Trustees to '"'raise by lottpry,
a sum of money for the use of the New London Academy.”  The Virginia
Literature Lottery was an important source of revenue for Virginia's schoolp
during this period, a time when lotteries were used to support internal
improvements and other public purposes.

New London Academy was established on its present campus circa 1797 |-
as a classical school for boys. It retained this character throughout the
ante-bellum era although certain modifications in curricula were introducedi
During this period, the Academy 'was one of the most useful in the State.
Its reputation was very high.'" This, the opinion of a prominent historian
of education, finds ample support among such learned contemporaries as
Francis Walker Gilmer. New London, according to Gilmer, provided an
education comparable to that available at the better American colleges.

The older social and educational philosophy of Virginia could not
survive Appomattox. During the 1870's, New London became a co-educational
institution, and added an elementary department. By the latter 1880's
it was affiliated with the new public school system, At the turn of the
century teacher-training courses were conducted at the Academy and in 1910
New London became one of the first of the new District Agricultural High
Schools. The 130-year long tradition of boarding students at the academy
gave way in 1929 before increasing costs and improved transportation.
School consolidation and integration affected the Academy during the 1960's
and the high school division was removed from New London in 1964.

The Academy's legal status is unique. It is the only public school ;-
in Virginia tooperate under a charter from the General Assembly. Its
Board of Managers, by authority of the Code of Virginia, retains 'control
and management of the estate and administration of said New London Academy.|'
In addition to all other powers conferred or confirmed by the General
Asscmbly, this Board (successor to the original Board of Trustees) is
"vested with all the rights, power and authority now or hereafter conferred
by law upon county school boards."

New London Academy has survived since 1795 .by adapting itself to the
changing circumstances, educational philosophy and needs of the Common-
wealth. It was founded as a community school by, and for, prominent
families. It remains a community school in the democratic usage of the

twentieth century.
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VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION STAFF
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STATE

ORGAMIZATION DATE
" VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION December, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER: -
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and proéedures set
fotth by the. National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
O State fg) Loeal [

National

Name

James W. Moody, Jr., Director

Title Va. Historic Landmarks Commission

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Higtoric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

O
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