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CONDITION 

New London Academy cont inues  i n  opera t ion  on i t s  o r i g i n a l  (1796-1798) 
s i t e ,  approximately one mile t o  the  west of the  v i l l a g e  of New London on the  
old Lynchburg-Salem Turnpike (Route 297). The campus includes the  eighteen- 
and-one-half a c r e  t r a c t  deeded t o  the  o r i g i n a l  Academy Trustees by prominent 
r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  New London comnunity. Ten a c r e s  of t h i s  -- t he  Robert 
Alexander g ran t  -- r e v e r t s  t o  the  g ran tee ' s  h e i r s  o r  a s s igns  should the  
academy cease  t o  funct ion  a s  a school.  

The e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s  cons i s t ed  of "a handsome and commodious academy, 
a p r e s i d e n t ' s  house, and a l a r g e  b r i ck  church w e l l  enclosed." Of the  
r e l a t e d  outbui ld ings ,  an  e a r l y  frame k i t chen  with c e n t r a l  chimney su rv ives  
and p resen t ly  se rves  a s  the  academy museum. The Academy Presbyter ian  
Church, b u i l t  (1856-57) a c r o s s  the  roadway from the  school ,  replaced the  
e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e .  By 1839, t h e  o r i g i n a l  "commodious academy", o r  frame r 
classroom-dormitory bu i ld ing ,  had been replqced by one of b r i ck .  

mis circa 1837-39 bu i ld ing  has been continued i n  use,  i n  varying  
c a p a c i t i e s ,  t o  the  p resen t  day. Window enlargements and o t h e r  evolut ionary 
changes have a f f e c t e d  the  o r i g i n a l  three-bay symmetry of the  o ld  academy, 
however the  b a s i c  block wi th  i t s  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, low hipped roof 
and Plemish bond brickwork remains. This bui ld ing  and the  o ld  k i t chen  
symbolize the  h i s t o r i c  con t inu i ty  of New London Academy, and provide a 
c o n t r a s t  t o  the  dominant, post-World War I1 campus-style s t r u c t u r e s .  
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Persons f a m i l i a r  wi th  the  h i s t o r y  of schooling i n  Virg in ia  w i l l  
recognize i n  New London Academy a microcosm of t h a t  h i s t o r y  from the  
Jef fersonian  period t o  the  present .  I n  December of 1795, the  General 
Assembly granted a c h a r t e r  t o  incorpora te  t h e  Academy. The fol lowing year  
(reaff irmed i n  1828) the  Assembly author ized  t h e  Trustees t o  " r a i s e  by l o t t ? r y ,  
a sum of money f o r  t h e  use of the  New London Academy." The Virg in ia  
L i t e r a t u r e  Lo t t e ry  was an  important source of revenue f o r  v i r g i n i a t s  schools 
during t h i s  period,  a time when l o t t e r i e s  were used t o  support  i n t e r n a l  
improvements and o t h e r  publ ic  purposes. 

New London Academy w a s  e s t ab l i shed  on i ts  present  campus circa 1797 
a s  a c l a s s i c a l  school  f o r  boys. It re t a ined  t h i s  cha rac te r  throughout the  
ante-bel lum e r a  al though c e r t a i n  modif icat ions i n  c u r r i c u l a  were introduced. 
During t h i s  period,  the  Academy "was one of the  most use fu l  i n  the  S t a t e .  
I ts r e p u t a t i o n  was very  high." This ,  t he  opinion of a prominent h i s t o r i a n  
of educat ion,  f i n d s  ample support  among such learned contemporaries a s  
Francis  Walker G i l m e r .  New London, according t o  Gilmer, provided an  
educat ion comparable t o  t h a t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  the  b e t t e r  American co l l eges .  

The o l d e r  s o c i a l  and educat ional  philosophy of Vi rg in ia  could no t  
survive  Appomattox. During the  18701s ,  New London became a co-educat ional  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and added an  elementary department. By the  l a t t e r  1880's 
i t  was a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  the  new publ ic  school system. At t h e  t u r n  of the  
century  t eache r - t r a in ing  courses were conducted a t  t he  Academy and i n  1910 
New London became one of the  f i r s t  of the  new D i s t r i c t  Agr icu l tu ra l  High 
Schools. The 130-year long t r a d i t i o n  of boarding s tuden t s  a t  the  academy 
gave way i n  1929 before  inc reas ing  c o s t s  and improved t r anspor t a t ion .  
School conso l ida t ion  and i n t e g r a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  the  Academy dur ing  t h e  1960's 
and the  high school  d i v i s i o n  was removed from New London i n  1964. 

The Academy's l e g a l  s t a t u s  i s  unique. It is the  only publ ic  school,, 
i n  Virg in ia  toopera te  under a c h a r t e r  from the  General Assembly. Its 
Board of Managers, by a u t h o r i t y  of the  Code of Virg in ia ,  r e t a i n s  "cont ro l  
and management of the  e s t a t e  and admin i s t r a t ion  of s a i d  New London Academy." 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  o t h e r  powers conferred o r  confirmed by the  General 
Asscmnbly, tllis Board (successor t o  the  o r i g i n a l  Board of Trustees)  is 
"vcstcd with a l l  thc r i g h t s ,  powcr and a u t h o r i t y  now o r  h e r e a f t e r  conferred 
by l a w  upon county school boards. " 

New London Academy has survived s i n c e  1795 .by adapt ing  i t s e l f  t o  the  
changing circumstances,  educat ional  philosophy and needs of t h e  Cormnon- 
wealth. It w a s  founded as a community school  by, and f o r ,  prominent 
f ami l i e s .  It remains a connnunity school  i n  the  democratic usage of the  

, twent ie th  century.  
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