
Form N o  10-300 (Rev 10-74) \/Lk, q '20 id- / i I\IRki' \ /3 
UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT O F  THE INTERIOR . 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OH: HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMHNATHON FORM 
- 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Methodist  Nseting House; S t ?  p h i l i p ' s  Episcopal Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

Bedfo rd -His to r i c  Meeting Hmse (Prefer red)  

STREET & NUMBER 

' 153 West Main S t r e e t  -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

C I N .  TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
I 

Bed£ o rd  , VICINITY OF S i x t h  (PI. C a l d v e l l  Butler)  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  51 (In C l t y )  

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC I -OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE X-MUSEUM 
XBUILDING~) XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 
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BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Bedf ord  County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Bed£ ord  V i r g i n i a  
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 NAME 
HISTORIC - j :  , . 

Methodist Meeting Muse;  S t :  p h i l i p ' s  Episcopal Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

~ e d f o r d H i s t o r i c  Meeting m u s e  (Prefer red)  

 LOCATION , , . , , . . . .  . . .  - 
STREET& NUMBER . . . , 

' 153 West %fain S t r e e t  ' ' -NOT FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
1 . . 

~ e d f o r d  -VICININ OF s i x t h  (N. Caldwell But ler )  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  51 (In City) 
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-BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
-OCCUPIED 
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-NO 
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AGRICULTURE KMUSEUM 
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NAME 
Bedford H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  6 :' . Pres iden t  

STREET& NUMBER~,O .  b o a  
4 A  
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STREET & NUMBER 
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. ~ ~~~~~ .~ 
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Washington 0. C. 
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6. REPRESESTXTIO?; - I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) V i r g i n i a  Xis to r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1971, 1973, 1974 S t a t e  
Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Rictmond, Vi rg in ia  



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT XDETERIORATED XUNALTERED  ORIGINAL S I ~ E  

-GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED D A T F  

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Bui l t  a s  B d f o r d ' s  f i r s t  Methodist Church, t h e  Bedikd H i s t o r i c  Meeting House is a 
diminutive, temple-form s t r u c t u r e  measuring 30 f e e t  wide by 58 f e e t  deep. Flemish 
bond i s  evtployed on a l l  but  t h e  r e a r  wa l l ,  which i s  l a i d  i n  American bond. The 
base of  t h e  bu i ld ing  has been stuccoed i n  r ecen t  decades i n  a crude a t t e n p t  t o  
counterac t  a problem of  r i s i n g  damp. I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  r e a r  w a l l  is  a small  
appendage which houses a l a r g e  niche se rv ing  as  t h e  church 's  apse.  Covering t h e  
buiIding i s  a shal low, pedimented gable  roof ornamented wi th  shal low Greek moldings. 
The roof i s  supported by a king-post  t r u s s  system and o r i g i n a l l y  was covered wi th  
wood sh ing le s .  Sec t ions  of  t h e s e  sh ing le s  were preserved under t h e  l a t e r  shee t -  
meta l  roof .  D i r e c t l y  above t h e  pedinent is a square  b e l f r y  w i t h  p i l a s t e r e d  corners  
and a louvred r ec t angu la r  opening on each face.  A stubby, tapered  s p i r e ,  formerly 
toppt4 by a b a l l  f i n i a l ,  r i s e s  from t h e  b e l f r y  roof .  

The church ' s  facade  is d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  bays wi th  twelve-over-twelve windows hung 
wi th  loilvred b l i n d s  f l ank ing  t h e  c e n t e r  doorway. The doorway has double doors,  each 
wi th  f i v e  h o r i z o n t a l  panels .  Above t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  openings a r e  t h r e e  twelve- l ight  
windows; t h e  end ones a r e  pivoted and t h e  cen te rone  has h o r i z o n t a l l y  s l i d i n g  s a s h .  
On each s i d e  of  t h e  church a r e  two t r ip le-hung windows wi th  s i x  panes per  sash .  
On t h e  sou th  w a l l  i s  a smal l  door b u i l t  a s  a s l a v e s '  en t rance .  A l l  t h e  openings 
a r e  topped by r ec t angu la r  l i n t e l s  wi th  turned corner  blocks.  A modern chimney i s  
a l s o  on t h e  sou th  w a l l .  The r e a r  w a l l  was formerly hidden by a l a t e  nineteenth-  
cen tu ry ,  two-story frame annex, bu t  t h i s  was destroyed by f i r e  i n  1977; t h e  f i r e  
a l s o  damaged, but  d i d  not  des t roy ,  t h e  church 's  roof .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  church is p l a i n .  I t s  main e l a b o r a t i o n  is t h e  apsc  eaframed by 
an e l l i p t i c a l  a r c h i t r a v e  supported on paneled Tuscan p i l a s t e r s .  Opposite t h e  apse 
is a s i n p l e  g a l l e r y  reached by a narroi.; winding s t a i r  i n  t h e  southwest corner .  
>bst of t h e  o r i g i n a l  boxed wooden benctcs  r cxa in ,  bitt they were sca r red  when t h e  
c e i l i n g  f e l l  dur ing  t h e  f i r e .  The church i s  c u r r e n t l y  undergoing r e s t o r a t i o n .  
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ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 
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A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -UPLORATION/SEWLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY SOLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIW 
J N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1838 BUl LDERIARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ., -, . . . .. . . . . ,  I 

. - - a 

The Bedford H i s t b r i c  ~ e e t i n ~  b u s 2  w a s  e r e c t e d ' i n  1 8 3 8 a s  t h e  community's f i i s t  

I Methodist church. Now t h e  headquarters  of  t h e  Bedford H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  t h e  s imple 

1 but  handsomely proport ioned Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e  su rv ives  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  

I 
r e l i g i o u s  e d i f i c e  i n  t h e  town. 

i 
Methodism a rose  i n  t h e  Bedford a r e a  i n  t h e  l a t e  e igh teen th  century .  Bishop Asbury, 
fouo ie r  o f  American Methodism, preached i n  the  Bedford courthouse i n  1794 and 
again i n  1800. By 1838 t h e  l o c a l  congregat ion had prospered s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  have 

I '  i t s  meeting house. The s t r u c t u r e  i t  e r e c t e d i s  i n t k  temple-form, Greek 
R~..;..- .;.-I s t y l e  which was popular  a o n g  P r o t e s t a n t  denominations i n  t h e  reg ion .  

i I i i tk  i t s  pedimentcd roof and sqiiare,  p i l a s t e r e d  b e l f r y  t h e  Church i s  a r c h i t e c -  

E .  t u r z l l y  a k i n  t o  antebellum churches i n  F i n c a s t l e ,  Chr is t iansburg ,  Floyd, as we l l  
as Eedford. The Bedford church i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  because i t s  s i d e  door,  used by 
s l x z e s  t o  reach  t h e  g a l l e r y ,  i s  preserved. 

By 1296 t h e  congregat ion had out,ororm t h e  l i t t l e  church ar,d l e f t  i t  f o r  a  l a r g e r  
act. Leading Bedford c i t i z e n s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  we l fa re  of  former s l a v e s ,  were 
ir .str?:ncntal i n  having t h e  b u i l l i n g  purchased by t h e  Episcopal ians  t o  be used a s  
a hc-se of worship f o r  t h e  Negroes of  t h a t  f a i t h .  Accordingly, i n  1886, t h e  
bul l6 ing  was reconsecra ted  a s  S t .  P h i l i p ' s  Episcopal  Church. A s  t h e r e  were no 
schcols  provided f o r  Negroes a t  t h e  time,a frame annex was placed on t h e  r e a r  
of t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  se rve  a s  a  day school  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  congregat ion.  
This renained i n  use u n t i l  s eg reaa ted  publ ic  schools  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
S c o t t  Wood, t h e  r e c t o r r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  founding o f  t h e  school ,  l a t e r  became a 
p r i c - i p a l  of  S t .  Pau l ' s  Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e ,  a  t r a i n i n g  school  f o r  Negroes i n  
L a ~ l r e n c e v i l l e ,  V i rg in i a .  

S t .  P h i l i p ' s  congregat ion merge2 wi th  Bedford's white  Episcopal ians  i n  1968 and 
t h e  ch-rch was acqui red  by a  group of i nd iv idua l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  pres- 
en-&ion.  This group became t h e  nucleus o f  t h e  Bedford H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  forned 
i n  1959 ,  Renz?.ed t h e  Be2fcrd R i 3 t a r i c  Meeting House, tile bu i ld ing  has s i n c e  been 
use6 a s  t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  meeting p lace  and f o r  spec ie1  covmunity events .  I n  1977 a 
f i r e  destroyed t h e  frame anno% ~nd'damaged t h c  c k ~ r c h  roof .  Res to ra t ion  is underway 



Parker,  Lula J e t e r .  The History  - of Bedford County, V i r ~ i n i a .  Bedford, V i rg in ia ,  1954. 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OFNOMINATED PROPERTY less than One acre 
LITM REFERENCES 

/613101611~01 14,113p213,1,0] 
NORTHING rylNJ , , , , , , ~ L L J I I I I I I I  

ZONE EASTING 
11)1111) 
NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Bedford H i s t o r i c  Meeting House is  loca ted  on t h e  S s i d e  of iv'est Main S t r e e t  a t  
number 153; between Bridge S t r e e t  on the  E and Crenshaw S t r e e t  on t h e  W. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

, , 
STATE C O D E  COUNTY CODE 

STATE C53E C O U N N  CODE 

P FORM PREPARED BY 
NAMEITITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landinarks Commission S t a f f  
ORGANIL4TION DATE 

V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Land~.zr':s Comiss ion  August 1977 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Govcrnor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond 7 7 i r a i n i  a 23219 - 
 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL- 






