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5. National Park Service Certification
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Register. (] see continuation sheat.
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling

LANDSCAPE: object

LANDSCAPE: garden

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling

DOMESTIC: secondarvy structure

LANDSCAPE: object

AGRICULTURE: storage

WORK IN PROGRESS

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Federal

Greek Revival

Matenals (enter categories from tnstructions)

foundation STONE

walls BRICK
wOoO0D

roof NMETAL

othar CONCRETE

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X] See continuation sheet



3. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation 10 other properties:
—_ nationally [ statewide XJiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria _ A | 8 [xC | _|D

Critena Considerations (Exceptions) __ A _ 8 [,c o [ Je [JF [_a

[ —

Areas ot Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Signiticance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE ca, 1820 - ca. 1860 ca. 1820
ca. 1857

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Signiticant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown (house) -
English, Michael {(wall)

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

K] see continuation sheet:
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7. DESCRIPTION

Summary Description

Wheatland Manor is a two-story brick
house Jlocated four miles east of
Fincastle in Botetourt County,
Virginia. The south—-facing front
section of the property is a five-
bay, center-passage-plan I house
built during the 1820s. Across the
front of the I house section extends
a two-story Greek Revival-style
porch dating to the 1850s. Also
dating to the 1850s is a two-story
brick el with side porches:;
extending from the ell 18 a ohe-
story frame Kitchen dating to the
turn of the twentieth century. The
I house section, ell and kitchen
have metal-sheathed gable roofs.
The interior of the house is
characterized by Federal-stvle
detailing with some Greek Revival-
style and later fabric. Near the
nouse are twentieth~century
outbuildings and farm structures.
An 18508 limestone retaining wall
runs 1in front of the house and
extends for nearly a half mile along
Route 639. The entire nominated
area 1s 4.04 acres, 0.96 acres of
which is comprised by a thirty-foot
wide strip that runs along Route 639
and incliudes most of the stone
retaining wall (0.4 miles of 0.45
miles total length},

Resource Count

Contributing resources in the
nominated parcel incliude:

1., Main house {(1820s. 1850s)
{building)

2. Retaining wall (1850s)
(object)

3. Terraced garden {(19th c.}
(site)

4. Ice house ruins (19th c.)
(site)

5. Unidentified foundation/
flower bed
(19th ¢c.) (site)

Noncontributing resources inciude:

1. Meat house (ca. 1900)
{structure)

2. Springhouse (ca. 1900)
{structure)

3. Garage (1920s)
(structure)

4. Pump house (mid-20th c.)
(structure)

5. Chicken house (1940s}
(structure)

6. Corn crib (early 20th c.)
(structure)

Although noncontributing resources
technicaliy outnumber contributing
resources in the nominated parcei,
several of the . contributing
resources such as the house and
retaining wall represent the major
structures on the property, whereas
the noncontributing resources
represent minor auxiliary
structures.



N#8 Form 10-000-a
(s-88)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Section number __ 7 Page 2

wheatland Manor, Botetourt Co., Va.
House: Exterior

The brick ch the front eievation of
the original I house section of
wheatland Manor 1s laid in Flemish
bond: the brick on the gable ends
and rear elevation 1is laid in four-
course American bond. The brick
walls of the ell are laid in six-~
course American bond with occasional
neader courses. The extertor
brickwork of the I house section and
the el]l was painted red with white
penciled mortar Joints. a treatment
that dates to the mid-nineteenth-
century or earlier and may have been
renewed through the latter part of
the nineteenth century, Most early
paint has weathered off of the house
but traces survive under the front
and side porches and in the attic of
the ell which abuts the original
rear elevation.

Runhing at the top of the front and
rear elevations of the I house
section are molded brick cyma recta
cornices. Running along the top of
the side elevations of the ell are
corbeled cornices. Over many of the
windows of the front I house section
are Jack arches formed by gauged
bricks. Built into the walls above
the windows and 1invisible on the
exterior are segmental relieving
arches., The east gable end of the
I house section is tied to the rest
of the house by three tie rods, one
‘of which has a targe S-shaped plate.

The foundations of the 1 house
section and 11 are 1Timestone.

Across the front of the house the
stonework steps up from west to east
to account for a slight rise in
grade. Near the south corner of the
west gable end 1s a Timestone
bulkhead with stone steps Jleading
down to a basement entrance.

Brick chimneys with single stebped
shoulders rise on the 1interiors of
the east and west gable ends of the
I house section and on the north
gable end exterior of the ell. The
shoulders of the 11 chimney are on
the north face of the stack ({(rather
than on the two sides} and rise at
the first-story ceiiing level.

The two-story, two-tier Greek
Revival-stvle porch that extends
across the front of the house
probably dates to the 1850s, as
indicated by tax records and
confirmed by the stylistic
attributes of the porch. The porch
is supported by fluted Doric columns
with echinus capitals. The columns
of the second tier are more slender
than the ones below. The porch has
Doric friezes with trigiyphs,
metopes, and mututes, Paint
analysis suggests that the porch
columns and friezes were originally
painted a creamy off-white color
foltlowed (perhaps during the late-
nineteenth-century tenure of the
Cronise family) by dark brown.

Both tiers of the porch have
balustrades with turned balusters
and molded handrails. The balusters
appear to have been painted white
originally and the handrails green.
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The porch ceilings are sheathed with
fiush boards and appear to have been
rainted the same off-white color as
the columns and friezes ortginaily,
although for much of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries they were
nainted varying shades of light
blue. The porch is supported from
below by limestone piers, On the
front of the house. at the meeting
of the stone foundation and brick
house wall and under the floor level
of the present porch, are a 1ine of
slots that formerly received the
loists of an earlier fuili-facade
porch., This o©criginal porch was
probably only one story high and it
may have been supported by chamfered
posts {two chamfered porch posts of
INknown provenience serve as props
in the basement of the ell, built at
roughiv the same time the original
porch would have been dismantled).

Extending to the rear of the elil is
a one-story weatherboarded frame
kitchen wing dating to the early
twentieth century. The opresent
kitchen may replace an earlier
kitchen 1n the samée location. The
kitchen has a brick flue and two-
over—-two sash windows. On the east
and west sides of the kitchen are
porches that also extend along the
sides of the el1. The porch on the
east side of the kitchen is open and
has sguare wood posts with molded
caps. The porch on the west side of
the kitchen is mostly taken up by an
enclosed pantry and wcod room. The
porch on the east side of the ell
was glassed 1in during the mid-
twentieth century. The porch on the

west side of the ell 1s partly taken
up by a modern bathroom. This porch
formerly wrapped around to the
northwest corner of the 1 house
section. a remnant of which survives
as a hip-roofed stoop. Rising in
the angle made by the 11 and I
house section on the west side of
the e is a modern two-story
weatherboarded bathroom addition.

The first-story windows of the I
house section hnave nine-over-six
sash: the second-story windows of
the I house section and the first-

and second-story windows of the etl]
have six-over-six sash. Some of the
windows may originally have been
fitted with Jouvered wooden shutters
{a single shutter, painted green.
was discovered 1in the attic 1in
1991). The I house section windows
have bullnose surrounds; the windows
on the north side of the ell have
similar bullnose surrounds but the
windows on the south side have
unmolded surrounds with plain corner
biocks. In the I house section
gables are small. sguare, four-pane
windows. one to each side of the
chimney stack.

The main entrv to the house, which
is centered on the front of the I
house section, has a Jlarge Greek
Revival-style surround with molded
pilasters, sidelights, a transom,
and a two-panel door.
entry opens onto the second tier of
the porch. The second-story entry
has sidelight panes with delicate
painted decoration and the doorway
itself 1is hung with glass~-paneied

A similar
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double doors and early screen doors.
These entries probably date to the
1880s. 1tThe same peri1od as the porch
and 17,

Extending Trom the east gqable end of
the I rouse 18 a semi-hexagonal
Erick bav that may originally hrave
functioched as a cohservatory. The
bay ihas sedmental-arched one-over-
ane-sash windows., a pourec concrete
foundaticon. and a simplified Doric
frieze w1Lh triglyphs {this
retarditaire Greek Revival frieze
served Lo nle the bay in with the
adicining ocrchl, The structurai
evidence suggests that the bay dates
to the late nineteenth century or
aven as late as the early twentieth
century.

House: Interior of I house section

Iintertor walls and ceilings 1n the
ariginal I house section of
wheatland Manor are plastered; 1in
the case ¢f the exterior and center-
cassade walls the plaster is applied
directly to the brick. Figured
wallpaper dating to the seccond half
of the twentieth century was removed
during the course of restoration in
1891 revealing the scarified finish
coat of what may originally have
neen white plaster walls. On-going
restoration has also uncovered
scraps of pnatterned late-nineteenth-
century wallpaper in the principal
first-story rooms.

Originailly, all the doors throughout
the house were six-paneled. Several

retain Carpenter Company lock boxes
and <some have later potterv and
porcelain doorknobs. The original
doors have a deen red-brown graining
with delicate vellow iines
suggesting an iniav of Yighter wood
bordering the panels. The present
dark appearance of the doors 1is the
product of a varnish {(perhaps tinted
red) applied to the doors during the

mid-~ or late-nineteenth-century.
The earlier., unvarnished, mellow
brown graining that formerly

characterized most cof the doors 1in
the house survives obr ohe door 1n
the second-story of the ell; this
door, which is much wider than the
others, may be the original front
doar of the house recvycled to the
2ll in the 1850s. Geveral two-panel
doors were added to the 1interior
during mid-nineteenth~-century
renovations.

Other detatling ancountered
throughout the house includes beaded
haseboards, molded and beaded door
and window trim. and mo lded
chairraiils. The floor Jjoists under
the I house section are straight-
sawn: the joists under the ell are
Jogs that have been straight-sawn on
two sides.

The front entry opens 1into the
center passage which features a two-
run stair with slender turhed newels
and simple balusters. The newels
and balusters may originaily have
been painted a pale green color.
Under the stairs 1is a door opening
onto crude cellar stairs; originally
this door opened into a cioset. The
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chairrail of the center passage
rises with the stair to the second
story. Risinhng from the second-story
landing to the attic 18 a two-run
stair with beaded board enclosure.

Of the two first-story rooms on
either side of the center passage,
the west room appears to be in its
original condition. whereas the east
room appears to have gone through
several changes. During the course
of restoration in 1991, the scar of
a former partition was uncovered on
the west wall of the east room.
Alsc, 1n the crawlspace under the
room 1s a targe brick foundation
(approximately 15'-8" by 1’-58M)
located along the east gable-end
wall. The foundation and the
evidence for a former partition
suggest a formerly subdivided space,
possibly served by two fireplaces;
however, other evidence contradicts
this interpretation.

The mantel in the east room 1is of a
conventional Federal-style form with
a fireplace surround surmounted by
two end projections under the shelf,
The mantel stands on two blocks
suggesting it was raised from a
lower position either in its present
context or some other context. The
mante]l 1is not centered on the wall-
-additional evidence for some sort
of changes in the room. The hearth
in front of this fireplace is paved
with square brick tiles.

To the left of the mantel 1is a
built~in china cabinet with a
refined Federal-style surround

featuring attenuated pllasters.
reeding, and cavetto moldings. The
cabinet is divided by the chairraiil

of the room into an upper
compartment with original beaded-
edged shelves and a lower
compartment. The paneled doors of

the upper and lower compartments
have graining similar to that on the
other doors 1in the house,. A
matching cabinet formerly flanked
the mantel on the right-hand side;
this cabinet was removed when an
arched opening was made to provide
access to the turn-of-the-century
semi-hexagonal bay. The presence of
china cabinets in this room suggests
that it may originally have served
as a dining roem until the 18508 el
with its dining room was built.
Another notable feature of the west
room is a six-burner crystal
gasoiier { now converted to
electricity) with brass tubing and
turn-cocks and patterned translucent
alass globes. No gas tubing has
been found 1in the house during
restoration, and former occupants of
the house have not confirmed former
gas lighting; the gasoiier may have
been electrified before 1t was
installed in the room.

The less problematic west room
features a Federal-style manteil that
is larger and somewhat more
elaborate than the mantel 1in the
east room. The west room mantei has
pilaster-like elements with reeded
strips set into recessed panels, a
paneled frieze flanked by reeded
projections, and a heavy cavetto
molding under the shelf. When the



NPA Form 10-900-a OME Aporovel Mo, 1024-0018

(8-88}

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number .7  Page 6

Wwheatland Manor, Botetourt Co., Vva.

mante! was temporarily removed closetl) are decorative tate-
during restoration in 1891, the nineteenth-century wailpapering and
inscription TANGEIL?1T was early paint colors. The basebcoards
d1scovered pencilled cnto one of the 1n the clcsets are painted black anag
natler blocks. The plastered the chatlrralls ocher. colors that
firepiace surround was formeriy appear 1n original paint lavers on
painted red with false white mortar baseboards and chairrails elsewhere
1oints to simulate brickwork, in the house. The veliow wallpaper

above the chairrails has vertical
The reliative refinement of the stripes with top and bottom borders
mantet 1n the west room suggests depicting stvylized roses. The
that the room may originaliv have wallpaper below the chairraille 1s a
served as the main parior. The room dark green colior. This room was
was considered the “best parior referred to as the ‘company bed
room”’ by the family that lived in room” by the family that lived at
the house during the early twentieth Wheatland Manor during the early
century {Williamson interview). twentieth century {Witliamson
Hanaing from the celiing of the room interviewl.

18 an electrified kerosene lamp, and
twentieth-century book shelves flank

the mantel on each side. House: Interior of £11 and Kitchen
The east room of the second storyv is The single first-story room of the
divided 1n half by a partition ell probably functioned originally
rynning east-west, Communicating as a dining room, a use 1t had
between the two half-rooms 1is a throughout the twentieth century.
doorway with a grained six—pane] Door and window trim throughout the
door similtar to original doors room is plain and may represent a
throughout the house (suggesting the turn-of-the-twentieth century
partition between the rooms is replacement. Affixed to the walls
originall. The rooms have no ih the two south corners of the room
fireplaces. are short nail boards. On the north
wall of the room 1s a fireplace
The west room of the second story mantel with molded pilasters and
has a simple Federal-style heavy shelf brackets. Hanging from
architrave mantel (this mantel and the ceiling 18 an electrified ..
the two described above were crystal gasolier similar to the one
originally painted black). The in the east first-story room of the
"mantel 1is flanked by two c¢losets I house section.
with Greek Revival-style doors. The
doors are stained a dark brown color The second story of the ell s
and have planed panels. Inside the divided 1intc a two rooms, The

closets (particularly the north smaller of the two rooms is accessed
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from the landing between The LTwo
runs ©f the stailr n the I rouse
3aecrion. This room contains modern
ziothes ciosets. The ‘arger room
nas a si1moie Greek Revivai-=stvie

mantel with blank ccrner tliocks at
~he corners of the fireplace
surround {similar to the corner
blocks on the exterior windows of

the ei11) and an =schinus meoiaing
under the shelf. A wooden nail rail
15 iat Inte the nlaster of the
partiticn wall between the smailer

and larger upstairs 11 rooms.

In the kitchen 1s a fireplace with
a mantel shelf supported by ~eavy
prackets similar to those o©of the
dining room mantel. The kitchen
firepiace is large [(with an opening
aimost five feet ACross) and
contains a wrought 1ron crane strung
with pot hooks. At the back of the
fireplace 1is an unadorned 1ron
fireback. To the right-hand side of
the firepiace 18 a built-in corner
cupboard constructed of circular-
sawn Tumber. The cabinet
incorporates the upper and lower
doors from the former china cabinet
11 the east first-story room of the
I house section.

House: Basement and Attic

Originally, the basement under
wheatland Manor extended only under
the west room of the I house
section. At a later date the space
under the center passage was
axcavated, the c¢loset under the
center-passage stair was replaced

with a stair to the basement. and a
doorway was cut through the brick
wall between the original and later
casement rooms. The ell basement
was connected to the other basement
rooms by a crude doorway cut through
the stone foundation wall of the I
house section. The originail
basement rcom and the ell basement
nave whitewashed wails and ceilings.

In the ori191nal basement room under
the [ house section 1s a iarge stone
chimney base with an unusual curved
corner., The cross 3joists forming
the understructure for the hearth 1n
the room above have beveled ends
that project through the joist 1nto
which they are mortised—-and-tenoned.
This basement room was originally
lighted by three barred vents, only
one of which survives 1intact. The
basement under the ell features the
LWO chamfered porch post/props
described above. The walls of the
all basement are 1ined with
twentieth-century potato bins. In
ohe corner is a poured concrete pad,
possibly a base for machinery. At
the top of the south wall of the
room are two small vents with
wrought 1iron grates. The el]
basement has its own bulkhead entry
that has been covered over by the
bathroom addition in the angle of
the el11 and I house section.

The attic of the I house section
probably served mainly for storage
during the historic period. The
roof 1is constructed of straight-
sawn common rafters with collar
beams. The collar beams are pegged
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o the rafters and the rafters are
‘apped and pegged at the ridge. The
wenty-three pairs of rafters have
Soman numeral builder’s marks that
40 not follow a seaguential order,
The rafters and Jjoists of the front
porch roof are also straight-sawn.
Several wood shingles survive on the

original rcoof where 1t joins to the
porch roof. Under the present
standing-seam metal roofing are

siat-tike straight-sawn roof boards
that appear to date before the
1850s8. On the risers of the stairs
teading up 1nto the attic are
i1llegible) pencilled inscriptions,
orobably the signatures of children.

The =11 attic probably recelved
ittle wuse during the historic
nerjod. owling to the lack o¢of easy

The el1 roof has wide
straight-sawn rcof boards and 1is
constructed of tapered straight-
sawn common ratters lapped and
neaged at the ridge. As in the roof
>ver the 1 house section. the el
roocf raftters have Roman numeral
oullder’s marks that are not 1in
sequence., ESeveral of the ell rafter
sairs (numbers I. XII. and XIII)
nave angled notches that were
orobably intended for Tet-1in
diagonal braces. However,
1inconststencies in the placement of
these rafters rule out the
possibility that diagonal braces
were actually put 1in place. The
rafters may have been reused from
another structure, but more Tikely
is the possibility that diagonal
braces were intended when the
rafters were made and then the plan

access to it.

was abanhdoned whent the rafters were
actually installed. There 1s
apparently no avidence on the
surfaces of the notches for nail or
peg holes. indicating that diagonal
braces were not attached to the
rafters 1in a hypothetical earlier
configuration.

vard Features

The front vard at wheatland Manhor is
formed by a gently slioping terrace
that ends at a stone retaining wall
along Route 639. According to local

tradition. the retaining wall was
built during the 1850s by slaves
supervised by an Irishman named

Michael Enagtish. English apparently
came to the area about 1850 to work

on the James River and Kanawha
Canal, The wall is constructed of
large. closely fitted limestone
blocks and 1is interrupted Dy a

flight cof steps that rise from the
road to a concrete walkway on axis
with the front entry of the house.
The stones flanking these steps have

broad curved corners. a detail
reminiscent of the bullnosed
entrances to Jlocks on the canal.
The wall 1is also interrupted by a

drive which rises from the road into
the east vard of the house, The
entrance to the drive is flanked by
stone piers, one retaining its large
cap stone, The wall extends
eastward and westward along Route
639 for a total Tength approaching
one-half mile. Nearly the entire
length of these extensions (which
are of coarser fieldstone
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construction) 1s included 1n the
nominated parcel.

To the west side of the house s a
garden area consisting of three
(possibiy four) terraces, These
terraces may have been formed when
earth was taken to create the
terrace 1n front of the house
fassuming the terrace 1s a man-made
feature). or they may be borrow pits
that orovided clay for the making of
the bricks used in the construction
of the original house. Only a few
daffodils and shrubs survive from
whnat were probably once extensive
plantings. On the south side of the
terraces along the roadside
fieldstone wall i an overgrown
i11ac hegge.

CUther landscape features of the vard
surrounding the house include mature
maplies and a Norway spruce, a modern
planting of heaveniy bamboco 1n front
of the front porch, and a concrete
bird bath off the southwest corner
of the house that appears in a 1930s
photograph of the property. The
vard was formerly bounded on che cr
mere sides by a whitewashed paling
fence z Williamson interviewt.
North of the house vard, separated
from it by a barbwire fence, is a
vegetable garden. Beyvond this is a
pasture where Lthe agricultural
structures listed 1in the resource
count stand. The domestic
outbuildings listed in the count
stand at the bocrders of the vard
surrounding the house.

Domestic Cutbuildings

Directiy benind the kitchen wing of
TLhe house 18 a turn-of—-the-
twentieth-century weatherboarded
meat house and the ruins of two
other outbuilidings. The meat house
s of circular—-sawn frame
censtruction and rests on a
foundation of wood posts. It
measures 12’'-3" by 10'-3" in size.
The gable roof 13 sheathed in
corrugated metal. Spanning between
the plates on the 7Tnterior are log
poles with iron hooks that were used
for hanging meat. Mounted on the
door to the meat house 18 a large
early Jlock box, possibiy recycled
from the original front door of the
main house. 3tered 1n the meat
house 1s a delicate nineteenth-
century metal fireplace fender that
probably came from the house,

Next to the meat house on its west
side 1s a JIimestone foundation
measuring roughly 257 by t7'. This
foundation was used as a fliower bed
during the mid-twentieth century
(Hammond 1interview). Next in line
on the west, in the northwest corner
of the back vard. is a limestone ice
house pit with a partial lining of
handmade brick. In the northwest
corner of the ice house the brick
corbels out to form what may be a
remnant of a domed roof. The roof
was originally covered with turf
{Williamson interview). ~ The ice
stored 1in the 1ce house was cut
during the twentieth century at a
pond located across Route 639 from
Wheatiand Church ( Hammond
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2t the =zast edge cof the varg is a
curn-of-the-twentieth-century

weatherboarded springhouse., The
3pringhouse 15 of circular-sawn
Trame construction and has a
corrugated metal roof : the

simiiaritres of 1ts construction and
detai1liing to the meat house suggest
1t was Duliht o at roughly the same
cime. The springhouse has a rtront
porch engaged under the gabie roof
and contains a poured concrete water
trougn., Traditionally the
springhouse was supplied by water
conducted by 1tron pipes from a
spring located approximately 1/3
mile northwest of the main nouse.
The springhouse has since been
superceded by a well with a cump
contained 1n a low concrete-block
pump house Tocated on the hillside
behind the house.

n Route 83% at the base of the
drive leading up to the house 13 a
two-bay garade that prcbably dates
to the 1%20s, The garage 1s set
1Nto the bank of the road and 1s of
poured concrete construction with
front corner plers formed bv
iimestone blocks. The garage has za
pyramidal asphait-shingle rocof. in
the late 1920s the garage housed &
hatteryv-powered Delco generator that
provided eiectricity for the main
house.

Agricultural Structures

Located on the hilliside behind

wWheatland Mancr 1s 2 cluster of
small agricultural buildings dating
from the turn of the twentieth
century tThrough mid-century. The
oldest of these structures 1s a
slatted corn ¢crib with a side drive-
throuah. Up the slope from the crib
18 a 1940s concrete-nlock chicken
house with a shea rcof (other frame
chicken nouses formeriy stood
nearby).

Locategd across Route 633 to the
southeast of the main house 1is a
dairy cemplex that deserves mention,
even though 1t is not contained 1in
the nominated parcel. The principal
building in this complex is a large
frame hay barn constructed of
sircular-sawn iumber and sided with
vartical boards. This barn was
built 1n 1880 after a mortised-and-
tenoned frame bank barn that stood
on  the same spot burned, The
garlier bank barn may have been
built by the Cronises in the 1860s
or 1870s: the north stone foundation
wall of +the bank barn currently
forms an embankment for a pull-off
area Lkeside Route 839, Qther
buildings 1n this complex {all
dating to tThe twentieth century)
include a 1950 concrete-block
milking parlor, a concrete~bliock
machine shop, a silo. a hay drier,
and several frame buildings.

Restoration
Wheatiand Manor 18 currently

Jundergeoing restoration. As of this
writing (August 1991) the initial
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stabilization stage of the
rastoration 1s nearly complete. The
frent porch~-portions of which were
threatened with collapse owing to
vgars of faulty guttering--nas been
repalred and the great maiority of
original fabric retained. A
structural problem created when the
semi-hexagonal bay was added to the
east gable end is being correctad.
Gutters and new metal roofing have
been added and the cellar bulkhead
and other masonry features have been
repaijred.

The second stage of the restoration
of wWheatland Mancr will address the
upgrading of oiumbing, electrical.

and HYAC systems, and the
restoration of sgarly interior
finishes. NO alteration of

zontributing interior spaces or
impoertant. features such as the
stair. mantels, etc. 1s envisioned.
Most later fabric., such as the semi-
nexagonal bay, the kitchen wing, and
most  turn—-of-the-twentieth-century
doors will be retained. In fact.
the restcratijon will lead to the
reinstallation of the second built-
1n china cabinet in the east first-
story room.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

Wheat'land Mancor represents one of
the most architecturally refined
antebel lum houses in Botetourt
County, vYirginia. Built by Silas
Rowland 1n the 1820Cs. the house
served as the seat of one of
Botetourt’'s Jargest plantations
J2uring the mid-nineteenth century.
The original section, a Federal-
stvle brick I house, was refurbished
bv Botetourt County deputy sheriff
Rufus Pitzer during the 13850s and an
impressive Doric porch was added to
the front. Also of note is an 1850s

iimestone retaining wali that
axtends for a half mite along the
road in front of the house. After

the Civil war, wheatland Manor was
home to Jacob Cronise. the county’s
ieading cattle rancher 1n the 1870s.

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERIA

Wwheatland Manor is eliginle for the
National Register under Criterion C
in the area of Architecture. The
nouse retains most of its originat
Federal-style interior fabric such
as mantels, a built-in china
cabinet. and richly grained six-
panel doors, as well as notable

Greek Revival features dating to the
T 1850s. such as the two-tier Doric
portico that extends across the
front facade, front entries with
pitlastered surrounds, and a two-
storvy ell. These original and later

features make Wheatland Mahor one of
the most architecturally refined and
pest preserved antebellum plantation
nouses 1n RBotetourt County. The
pericd of significance for the house
extends from ca. 1820 to ca. 1860
and includes the forty-year periocd
during wnicn the house was built in
the Federal styie and enlarged ang
remodelled 1in the Greek Revival
stvle.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Thomas Rowland’s Ownership

wWheatland Manor is built on a tract
of 360 acres purchased bpy Thomas
Rowland in 1798 (Botetourt Co. Deed
Book 6. page 5931, Thomas Rowland
ranked amcng Botetourt County’s more
successful farmers during the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries and served at various
times as a vestryman for the Parish
of Botetourt., a county justice. an
overseer of the poor. and a county
militia officer (Kegley: 384, 394,
563; Summers: 4613, The 360 acres
Rowland acauired in 1798 was one of
his last purchases on Mill Creek
where at the time of his death in
1813 he owned over 800 acres 1in
addition to land elsewhere in
Botetourt Ccunty and in Jessamine
County, Kentucky (Botetourt Co. Will
Book B, page 3%7). _ -

Thomas Rowland’s 360-acre tract
centered cocn a boldly flowing spring
known as Bear Spring located beside
"Crow’s Road,” the branch of the
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Great wagon Road that linked
Fincastlie with Crow’s Ferry on the
James River {a Dredecessor
settiement of Pattonsburg and
Buchanan!. Probably shortly after
Rowlang acguired the tract he built
a two-story log or frame house that
he christened Mount Ailry. This
house apparently stood near Bear
Ipring approximateiy 0.4 miles
northwest of Wheatland Mancr. Mount
A1ry had a detached kitchen and a
orick smokehouse: about 400 vards
southeast of it stcod Rowland’'s two-
story wooden grist mill, By 1811

Thomas Howland’s Jomestic and
industrial complex included a
sawmilil. distillery., mash house.
powder mill. powder house.,

blacksmith shop, ccal shed. and a
secondary dwelling 1n addition to
the aforementioned buildings (Mutual
Assurance Society policies R3 V25
[1804] and R5 v47 [i811], virginia
State Librarv}.

in his wilil, dated December =23,
12813, Thomas Rowland appointed his
sons  Joel, Jesse and Silas as

managers of his estate. The
brothers were required to keep all
nerscnal estate (probabty Targely
comprised of slaves) on the farm
unt1l January 1, 1820 "in order to

have it improved to the best
aavantage. ' After the prescribed
date tThe estate was to be divided
equally among the brothers

{Botetourt Co. W11l Book B, page
39773,

The records suggest that Joel, Jesse
and Silas Rowland kept their

father’'s estate intact through the
1820s while adding parcels to it and
enlarging the total acreage toc 2,431
acres by 1827 (Botetourt Co. tax
recordsi. The 1820 census lists
Joel Rowtand as a nead of household
with two other adult males in
residence {(presumably the brothers
shared their father’s house as wel]
as his lands}. Buiidings on the
estate were valued at $3.300 1in
1820. In 1827 the figure jumped to
$4.200 with “$1..00 added for
buiidings.’ wWhen the estate was
finally divided 1in 1828 or 1829,
Joel Rowland received the homeplace
with bu1ldings valued at $1.400 and
Jesse Rowland received a parcel at
the north end of the holding with
buildings valued at $1.200.

The 5387.5-acre tract that Silas
Rowland received included buildings
vajued at $1,400, a figure that
reflects the existence of the house
known today as Wheatland Manor (the
$1,400 figure remained constant
until the Jlate 1850s!. Wheat land
would therefore have been built
during the periocd wnen the Rowland
astate was held 1c0intly by Joel,
Jesse and Silas, but after 1820 when
the three brothers apparently stili
lived in their late father’s house.
The $1,200 added to the undivided
estate 1n 1827 may represent the
construction of Wheatland Mancr, but
it 1is equally possiblie that the

figure represents the construction -
of the $1,200 building or buildings
allotted to Jesse Rowland in 1828-
29. In addition to Wheatland Manor
and its associated outbuildings
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21ias acauired the arist and zsaw
milis and the distillery.

S1las Rowland’s Ownership

In 1328-22 :17as Rowiand was already
a syccesstul farmer and
sntraprengudlr, Circumstantial
evidence suggests that he was born
JUrirag the =arlvy 1790s. With a
Tourth orother. David Rowland. 1n

1818 Shrlas purchase nine haif-acre
lots and a 4.5-acre mi1l1l seat on
Purgatory Creek "n and adracent to
the town of Pattonsburg (Botetourt
To, feed Book 14, page 41). Two
vears later the General Assembly
granted Davi1d and Si1las permissiocn

o improve the navigability of
Furcatery Creer from the games Rivear
o thelr mill (Virginia Laws). In

1826 the DLrothers built a brick
fiour mi1 il on their propertyv.
Alfthough it is now a ruin., the four-
story Pattonsburg Mi11 testifies to
The SUCCess of the Rowiand
orothers’s undertaking {Hyde:
~ulwiier: 2601).

The name cf Silas Rowland’'s wife is
Unknown: his known children were
Catherine Gilmore. Elizabeth Echols,
Robert M, Rowland, E£liza Davis, and
William Robert Rowland., Several of
Silas’s chiidren were born around
1820 and probably spent their
childhood and teenage vyears at
wheatland Mancor. However, in 1840
Silas was the only white listed in
his household. In that year twelve
slaves lived on the premises, five
of whom were engaged in agriculture,

When Siias Rowland died in 1843 he
owned 1,166 acres of land and eleven
siaves. In addition to the main
house the property 1ncluded two
mills. a distiilerv. a tenant house
and meat house. a gravevard, and at
least two barns. The distillery was
fully furnisned with two Dotlers,
TWO stills, and numerous tubs
ipossibly also an apple mill),
Silas rowland’s herds numbered
thirty-one cattle, twenty-three
swine., nine horses, and two oxen.
Also on hand were stocks of corn,
wheat, and timothy seed (Botetourt
Co. Wiil Book F, page 608).

tilas Rowiland’s Jands on Mi11 Creek
were divided into ten parcels and
distributed among his heirs
{Botetourt Co. 1833-42 Survevyor's
Records. page 9). His son William
R. Rowland and daughter Eiliza Davis
with nher husband William S. Davis
received division No. 9. containing
the main house {see Exhibit 4),

wWilliam R. Rowland’'s Ownership

wWilliam and Eliza Davis sold their
interest in the Wheatliand Manor
tract to William R. Rowland in
October 1843 (Botetourt Co. Deed
Book 26, page 377). In 1844 William
R. Rowland purchased 1ot No. 4 (the
grist mill Tot to the east side of
the Wheatland Manor tract) from
Joseph and Catherine Gilmore.
William Robert Rowland (ca. 1820-
1853) may not have lived at
wheatland Manor, The 1850 census
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Tists nim as a constable living in
a hotel 1in Fincastie. His real
astate was valued at $7.700 in 1850.
refiecting ni1s ownership of the
AHheat land Manor property., but
information on Rowland’s
agricultural preoduction and slave
cwnership for that vear was not

recorded.

William R. Rowland married Isabella
Ferguson in 1850 (Botetourt Co.
Marriage Reailster., 1770-1853). In
1851 Rowland sol¢ the Wheatland
property to Rufus Pitzer ana may
have used the proceeds to establish
a dry goods store apparentiy located
in Fincastle. During the early
18508 Rowland owned unimproved Lown

Tots in Jackson {present-day
Sprinagwoced. Botetourt Co.) and
Pattonsburg. At the time of his

death from pneumonia in Aprii 1883,
Rowland owned two slaves and a stock
of goods and accounts receivable
valued at $8,.683.23.

Rufus Pitzer’s Ownership

Botetourt County deputy sheriff
Rufus Pitrer purchased 335 acres
from William R. Rowland 1in 1881
(Botetourt Co. Deed Book 31, page
383). The acreage included the 150-
acre Wheattand Manor tract, the 54-
acre grist mill tract, and the 131-
acre sawmill tract to the east side
of the home tract that wWilliam R.
Rowiand had acquired from Si'tas
Rowiand’s heirs during the 1840s.
Pitzer paid $8,207.50 for the land
in the form of an initial down

pavment of $4.,103.75 and the
remainder 1n eguail installments 1in
1852, 1853, and 14954,

Rufus Pitzer (born zZa. 1819 - died
after 1872} was the son of Bernard
and Jane (Kyle) Pitzer of Alleghany
County. Rufus moved to the
Botetourt County area by 1837: 1in
1838 Rufus and his hrother Jeremiah
Pitzer were appointed deputy
sheriffs of newly-formed Roanoke
County {kagey: 107]. In the 1840s
Pitzer was appointed a dJeputy
sheriff fcor Botelcourt County and in
that capacity faci1litated the
transfer of 1ana and cslaves 1n a
number of lsgal disputes.

Rufus Pitzer mav have acguired land
in Botetourt County as eariy as
1837: by 1850 he owned 331 acres 1n
the county valued at $1,200 as well
as five staves (Botetourt Co. Deed
Book 22, page 165: Botetourt Co. tax
records), In 1844 Pitzer married
Virginia W, Ross (born ca. 1824 -
died after 1870) and by 1850 the
couple had three daughters: Fannie,
Mary, and Jane (1850 Botetourt Co.
population schedule). The Pitzers
were probably Presbyterian, although
the church they attended is unknown.

Rufus Pitzer enlarged his Wheatland
Manor holdings durirg the 1850s. In
18562 he purchased 485.5 acres from

Joseph  and  Catherine  Gilmore
{ Botetourt County Deed Book 32, page
38). According to county tax

records, by 1888 Pitzer owned 1,135
acres valued at 3$23.924, figures
that remained more or less constant
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~nroudh the 1860s. The value of the
nutldinas on Pitzer’s  wWheatland
Maror farm increased from $2.,100 in
EERE T $2,E00 in 18257, a tump that
may 1ndicate the construction of “he
sreek Revival porch and eil.

The agricultural. populaticn. and
slave schedules of the 18360 census
2ngd an 1864 mdp of Botetourt County
oraviide 3 picture ot the scale and
#orkangs of Pitzer’'s wheatland Manor
Tarm. According to the census data,
~he 31ze and particularly the value
of Pitzer’s hoidinags were
congiderably larger than reported in
trne caunty tax records: 1,280 acres
carged at $37.500. Eight~-hundred
acres of Pitzer's farm were
mproved, the third largest 1mproved
acreage reporteaed for Botetourt
County in the 1860 census. Pitzer
croduced 20,250 pounds of tobacco in
1859 (the year statistics for the
1860 census were ccllected), second
onlv to Cary Breckinridage, who
oracuced 35.300 counds. The
Adheatiand Manocr farm herd of
saventv-one cattie was the fifth
‘argest in  the county. Pitzer
raiged fifteen horses, 120 swine,
1,200 bushels of wheat, 1.200
sushelis of corn, and unusually large
amounts by Botetourt county
standards) of clover ard grass seed.

Fitzer relied on one of Botetourt
County’s largest slave work forces
to farm his plantation. In 1859 he
cwned thirty-four slaves, a force
that ranked seventh largest in the
county {(the 148 slaves owned by Cary
Breckinridge was the lTargest

holding! and comprised a large part
of the $37.000 1n personal estate
Pitzer reported. Zitzer’'s slaves
were divided equally among males and
females and may have included up to
six couples of childbearing age.

Specific 1nformation or the layvout
of the Wheatland Manor farm was
recorded on the 1864 Gilmer map of
scutheastern Botetocurt County ({see
Exhibit 5). The map shows one or
possibly two tobacce barns at the
eastern end of the farm and three
grain and/or itivestock barns on the
southern slopes of Timber Ridge
(between one half to one mile
northwest of the main house). The
map also shows "Pitzer's Mi111" at
the site of the Rowiand sawmill and
one or TWO cabins apparently
occupied by Pitzer’s white tenants.

One of Rufus Pitzer’s white tenants
was Michael English (born ca. 1830},
an Irisnman who in 1850 worked 1in
Rockbridge County with a c¢rew of
Irish laborers employed in buiiding
the James River and kanawha Canal
{1850 Rockbridge Co. population
scheduies), In 1860 English was
listed as the head of a household
that included his family and that of
Samuel Lipes, Charles Noell, and
Judith Echols, a total of twelve
people. English and the two other
adult men 1in the nousehold were
listed as laborers. None owned rea!l
estate but English and Lipes owned
personal estate that may have
included slaves. Circumstantial
evidence suggests that English and
the others lived in a iog house that
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appaars on the 1864 map as a zapin’
located a half mile to the north of
“he main house (this cabin was
ibparentiy  1ncorporated inte the
axtant Tate-nineteentn-century
Marsnalil €. Cronise Housel.

according to iocal tradition,
Micnael Engalish supervised Pitzer's
:taves 1n the construction of ~he

stone wall that =2xtends alcong the
road 1n front of The main nouse
tStoner: 430-432). This

information, considered with his
status as the head of Pitzer’'s white
tenant household and his oresumed
experience working with slave iabor
on the canat, suggests that Micnael
Znglish was Pitzer’s farm overseer.

In ater vears Pitzer and Lices
hecame landowners 1 thelr own
r1ght, Enclish on fiftv-one acres
purchased from Pitzer in 1873.

Pitzer, English and Lipes all served
in the Botetourt County milit-a at
varicus times during the 1850s
' Yirginta State Library., Botetcurt
Jounty reccrdsi.

In 1360 Rufus Pitzer’s own hcusehold
consisted of  himself, his wife
Yirginia, his tLTeenaged daughters
£11za and Fannie B., a forty-eight-
vear-old teacher named Henry B.
Marks, and a thirty-vyear-old
miilwriaht named William Marks
(presumably Henry and William were
relatedg). Henry B. Marks,
originally of Albemarle County,
taught school in Suffeolk, Virginta
in 1850 (1850 Nansemond County
population schedules), Marks
nrobably taught the Pitzer daughters

and cother vyoung women 1in the main
house, 1f an unsubstantiated Tocal
tradition 1s to be believed {HuUnt).
Henry B. Marks died destitute 1in
1868, William Marks was an
apprentice miliwright in Rockbridge
County in 1850: n 1870 he worked as
a mrilwright at another lccation in
Botetourt County, possibly at
Satispury Furnace {1850 Rockbridge
Co. popultation schedules; 1870
Botetourt Co. populaticn schedulesi.
william Marks probagly operated
Bitzer’s mi1117.

As an integrai part cf the Botetourt
County Jaw enforcement apparatus.
and as one of a handful of large-
scale tobacco planters 1n the
county. Rufus Pitzer may have been
directly 1involved in the events of
the Civil War at the local leveil:
however, 1ittle 1is known about his
activities during this perijod.
Despite the fact that he had been a
member of the county militia as late
as 1857, there 18 no record of
Pitzer having served in the
Confederate army,

After the WAar, Rufus Pitzer
experiencaed a TfTinancial setback.
According to one source, Pitzer
"acauired a great many debts which
he could not pay and left the County
hurrifeldly selling his entire
estate” (WPA), Upon selling the
greater part of the Wheatland Mancr
farm to Jacob Cronise in 1868, Rufus
and Virginia Pitzer moved to the
Cave Spring area of Roanoke County.
According to the 1870 census, Rufus,
Tisted as a farmer, ownhed $7,000
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NOrLh  Of  real estate and %1.120 he sen o1 Frederick and Ann
worth  of  2ersconat estats. The Micodemus Cronise. Jacob Crontse
oo f*gura may reopresent Lthe P1827-1901) marriegd Anna Matilda
rennants :f 718 wheatiand +anor Ramsberg falso spelled Rumburg!
1@131 10S here 1 ne evidence that r1827-1307) by 1849, Jacob bought
“aitzer owneo nroperty  1n  Rcocanoke 1.230 acres of the Wheatland Manor
lounty during 1d69 or 1270), PBitzer farm 1n April 1868 for 335,000, and
ontinued To raise tobacco during ne was iiving cn the farm by October
~he post-war pericd which he sold n 1868 when he was appointed surveyer
tne Ricamend  rarver  Reoanoke T, of the section of the Fincastle-
Deed Zook -, page 4127, According Auchanan road running through his
T 0One source, Prtrzer moved to progerty | Botetourt GCo. Deed Boow
Missour 1 saometime atter 1870 (WPA ), b, page 584,

Jacep and Anna were accompanled to

Jacob Cronise’s Ownership virginia by many of theilr seventeen
children. Jacob’s brother William
Accordi to Cronise Ffamily Cronise alsc settled 1n the county
*ra@1tﬁom. Jacob Zronise of during the pericd. as d4id John K.
“regericlh ounty, Maryiang., read a Rumbura, a voung preacher who may
sale notice for the wheatltand Manor have been a cousin or nephew of Anna
farm tn a newspaper and bought the Mati1Tda {1870 Botetourt Co.
property "si1ght unseen” In 1868 (T, population schedules). In later
Mcomaw Tnterview). A cursory search vears Jacob Cronise sold off
cf Virginia and Maryland newspapers portions of the Wheatland Manor farm
anag agricultural jJournais of the t0 sons who expressed the desire to
neriod has failleg to produce an farm (Moomaw interview). By 1900 a
advertisement for wWheatiand Manor. iarge contingent cof Cronises owned
However. 1n 1367 and 1868 a number farms in Botetourt County, tncluding
of agricultural journais published Jacon, his brother Willram, and his
in Baltimore and Richmond carried an sons and nephews Marshall, Jacob,
advertisement for the Lynchburg- Ernest, John and Willis.
hased Piedmont Land Agency of
Virgainia. The agency targeted a The information on Jacob Cronise’s
northern audience ("settlers who farming practices recorded 1in the
wish Lo remove toc our mild ciimate”) 1870 agricultural census allows for
and had a BGranch cffice in Salem, a compariscn between the antebellum
virginia. a town with which Rufus and postbeilum characteristics of
Bitzer was very familiar. Jacobh the wheatland Manor farm. Cronise
Cronise mav have been put in touch repcrted 450 improved acres, 550
with Rufus Pitzer through such a unimproved acre (500 acres of which
service, was in woods), and a total farm

value of $25,000. Quring 1ts first
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Tull vear under Cronise’s management
{June 1868 tc June 1369) the farm
Jenerated $5.000 in agricuttural
nroducts. Cronise harvested 1,580
nusnels of wheat and 1.500 bushels
of corn, as compared to the 1,300
bushels of wheat and 1,200 bushels
cf corn produced on Rufus Pitzer’s
farm of 800 1mproved acres in 1859,
one  r~eason Cronise was ablie to
orodguce  comparable auantities of
grains on naif the 1mproved acreage
available to Pitzer was the fact
that he grew no tobacco. The
Cronise herd of sixty-two <cattle
numbered fewer than the seventvy-cne
cattle of Pitzer's 1859 herd yet in
1858 it was the Tlargest herd 1n
Botetourt County. Cronise pald $955
.n wages to his farm hands,

In 1876 Jacob and Anna Cronise sold
208 acres of the wheatland Manor
farm inciuding the main house and
sawmill to their son Americus C.
Cropnise: Jacob and Anna then took up
residence 1n an extant one-story
frame house Jlocated on 5£22 acres
Jacob and Anna reserved for
rhemseives. There in 1880 Jaccbh and
anna lived with their voungest son,
webster. thirteen vears old, and
thei1r youngest daughter, Jennie,
a2leven vears old. In 1900 jacob and
Anna and their fifteen-year-old
grandson, Joe A, Williamson, Tived
1n the same household.

Jacob Cronise and his sons were
instrumental in establishing
wWheatland Lutheran Church. The
first church building, of frame
construction, was built in 1887 on

a Jot donated by Jacob Cronise.
According to Cronise familyv
traditicn, the Cronises provided the
lumber for the church and helped
build 1t {(Cronise ihterview). the
present brick church, built in the
mid-twentieth-century, stands on a
Ril1l one half mile east of Wheatlanag
Manor .

Americus . Cronise’s Ownership

Amaricus C. Cronise (born ca. 1849)
purchased the core 208 acres of the
wWheatland Mancr farm from his father
and mother 1n  January 1876 for
$5,650 (Botetourt Co, Deed Book 38,

page 192). In 1820 americus (known
to the family as “"Mack”) lived at
wheat land Manor with h1s

Pennsy lvania-bern wife Alice E.,
aged twenty-five, his four-year-old
son {Clavton, and his two-vear-old
daughter H. Maude. Also living 1n
the household was Laura Brewbaker.
a twenty-four-year-oid servant.

Like his father, "Mack’ Cronise grew
a variety of grains but unlike his
father he raised few cattle,
according to the 1880 agricultural
Census. The census alsc recorded
the existence of a two-acre apple
orchard and a one—-acre peach
orchard, imprcvements that dated to
Jacob Cronise’s tenure, if not
earlier.

In January 1880 Americus Cronise
sold a small parcel of land to his
sister Rebecca’s husbahd, Charles
Brewbaker {Botetourt Co. Deed Book
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40, nage 54, In May 1883 Americus
and Alrca sold 11.75 acres inciuding
the sawmill to Charles Brewbaker's

crother. Joel C. Brewbaker, for $1
tBotetourt Co. Deed 3Book 42, page
2040, In Jater vears Joel C,.
Brewbaker built his house. a3 grist

mill, 3 stere. and a tomato cannery
an this parcel, located less than a
cuarter mile te the east of
vneattiand Manor,

In Julv 18390 Americus and Alice
Cronise sold their 1896.25-acre
wheatiand Manor farm Lo A, H.

"homosen Tor $8.000 and moved back
~o Maryiand {(Botetcurt Cc. Deed Book

47, page  31; Moomaw 1nterview).
Littie 18 known abcut Wheatland
Manor during A H. Thompson ' &

Jwnersinip. The $8,000 Thompson paid
for the farm was far greater than
the ameunt the farm was appraised
for at the time, approximately
$3.000. In February 1898 A, H.
Thempson and his wife Annie sold the
2 reduced 125-acre core area of the
wheatland Manor farm to Claiborne C.
Noffsinger for $3,200 (Botetourt Co.
Deed Book 56, page 253).

Claiborne C. Noffsinger’s Ownership

Claiborne Clayton Noffsinger (1852-
1302) was a prominent farmer of the
central Botetourt County area who
_served as Superintendent of the Poor
during the 1890s. In 1300 he 1ived
at wWheatland Manor with his wife
Alice V., Linkenhoker Noffsinger
{1852-1919), his twenty-four-vyear-
oid son George H., and his sixteen-

year-old daughter OClive C. Also
listed as member of the household
was Frank Smith, a seventeen-year-
otd biack farm laborer. During C.
C. Noffsinger’'s brief ownership of
the wheatland Mancr farm (1898-1903)
the name "Wheatland” first appeared
in county records as a referent to
the vicinity, although Cronise
family tradition maintains that
"Wheatlang Mancr was the name the
house had when Jacob Cronise bought
it from Rufus Pitzer (Williamson

interview!,

When C. C. nNoffsinger died 1n 1903
he willed half of nhis property to
his wife Aalice and the other
undivided haif Lo his children
Georae and Clive. [In 1906 Olive C.
Noffsinger married J. Webster
Williamson and may have moved out to
Tive with her husband at the
Botetourt County Poor Farm where
Williamson served as Superintendent
of the Poor {(Williamson interview).
Presumably Alice Noffsinger Tived in
Wheatland Manor until her death 1n
1818, In July 1918 Alice Noffsinger
and her son and daughter-in-law
George and Ida v, Noffsinger
transferred the 125-acre core area
of the Wheatland Mancor farm to J.

Webster and Olive C. Williamson
{Botetourt Co. Deed Book L, page
261).

J. Webster and Otive C. Williamson’s
Ownership

James Webster Williamson (1879-1951)
and Olive C. Noffsinger Williamson
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{1884-1328) lived at Wheatland Manor
together until Olive’s death; "Web”
then continued to live in the house
unti1l 1334, J. Webster Williamson
was the son of Charles Leonard
wWilliamson who married Jacob and
Anna Cronise’'s daughter, Hannah
Alvergie Cronise, During this
period dairy farming became an
impcrtant aspect of the farm, A
Grade C dairy was operated in the
tower level of the bank barn across
the road from the main house. Corn
and wheat were grown for cattle feed
and tomatoes were grown for nearby
canneries, Tenant farmers helped
with the running of the farm, In
the late 1320s and early 13830s these
tenants i1ncluded the Myers family
whoe ltived 1n an extant two-story
frame house located across Route 639
from Wheatliand Mancr (Williiamson
interview).

Upon Olfive Williamson’s death 1in
1928, J. wWebster Williamson invited
his brother Joe Allen Williamson.
Joe Allen’s wife Robbie Winfred, and
their young family to move 1in with
him (1t was Joe Allen Williamson who
in 1300 had provided company to his
grandparents Jacob and Anna
Cronise), Joe Allen helped with the
running of the farm and concurrently
ran a tomato cannery in the vicinity
with a third brother, Luther
Williamson (Williamson interview).

In February 1934 J. Webster
Williamson sold the Wheatland Manor
farm to Horace E. Mayhew, Mayhew
sold the farm to Charles Galloway

Hammond 1n 1944, From C. G, Hammond
the farm passed to his son Lee who
owned the main house until 1990 when
he sold 1t with three acres to the
present owner. Richard Jones. Lee
Hammond and his son John continue to
cperate a dairy 1n the farm complex
across the road frcm the main houce,

ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT

Wheatland Mancr belongs to a set of
large brick hcouses that were built
by Botetourt County's landowning
elite during the antebellum pericd.
Like Wheatland Manor, these houses
are generally two stories in height
and have symmetrical plans and ele-
vations. Compared to some of the
finest of these plantation seats,
such as Hawthorne Hall (VDHR Site
No. 11-37}, the Federal-style in-
terior at Wheatland Mancor is rela-
tively plain. However, the osten-
tatious Greek Revival-style porch
at Wheatland Manor is without match
in the county. Few houses have
been identified that display exter-
ior Greek Revival-style detailing
aof similar refinement. The 1848
house Wiloma (VDHR Site No. 11-39;
NR 1983} has a smaller two-tiered
porch with fluted Doric columns
that are reminiscent of the ones at
Wheatland Manor and which may have
been built by the same craftsman.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

/erbal Boundary Description
Boundary Justification

The nominated area incijudes a .08

acre parcel owned by Richarg Jones The boundaries of the nominated area
Anch includes Wheatland Manor are drawn so as to inciude the
itseif. and two extensions along principal above-ground resources
Snute 539 owned by bLee Rammona that associated with the formerly
"o lude most of the storne retaining extensive Wheatland Manor ftarm. The
YR The boundaries of the 4.08 poundaries include the main house
acre oarcel are shown on the and its surrounding vard and as much
accompanvying survey plat. The of the 0.45-m1te long stone
toundaries of the two extensicns are retaining wall as possible.

snown on the accompanying U538 auad
map and Botetourt County Tax parcel
Mag. The east extension 1is a 30'-
#ide strip that is bordered on the
=outh sjde by the vresent north edge
of the Route 639 pavement. The east
extension extends from the east side
o2f the 5.08-acre parcel toc the bank
of a small branch of Mill Creek, a
d1stance of approximately 600'. The
west extension 1s also a 307 -wide
2trip and 71s bordered on the south
s1de by The present north edge of
the Route 539 pavement. The west
axtension extends from the west side
2T the 3.08-acre parcel to a fence
Tine more or less on axis with Route
238, a distance of approximately
8007,



HPE Form 10-9004 OMB Approvid Ho, 1024.0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Natlonal Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectlon number _Ctioto  Page 1

wheatland Manor, Botetourt Ca., Va,.

PHOTOOGRAPHS 4, CFREDIT: lantei Pezzoni.

DATE: 1991.

NEGATIVE FILED: va. State
411 photcgraphs are <©f Wheatlandg Library. Richmond. Va.
Manor. Botetourt ©o. . Ya.., YDHR F1 e YIEW OF: Back of house with ice
Ho. 11-:8, Neg. No. 11535 house ruin. unidentified

foundation. meat house, and
springhouse in view;

1. CREDIT: Daniel Pezzoni. view looking southeast.
DATE: 1991, FILE NO.: VOHR t1-38,
MEGATIVE FILED: VYa. State PHOTO 4 of 7.
Library, Richmond, Ya.
VIEW OF: Front of house showing 5, CREDIT: Daniel Pezzoni.
restored portico; view DATE: 1391.
looking north. MESATIVE FILED: va, State
fILE NO.: VDHR 11~38. Library, Richmond, Va.
PHOTO & of 7, vIEW QF: Center passage stair:
view looking north,
2, CREDIT: Daniel Pezzoni. FI_E MO.: VDOHR 11-38.
DATE: 1991, PHOTO 5 of 7.
NEGATIVE FILED: va. State
Library, Richmond, Va. 6. CRZDIT: Daniel Pezzont.
VIEW OF: Front (south elevation) DATE: 1991,
and east elevation of house: NEGATIVE FILED: va., State
view jooking northwest. Library. Richmond, Va.
FILLE MNO.: VDHR 11-38. VIEW CF: Mantle 1in west first-
PHOTO 2 ef 1. stery room: view looking
west.
2. CREDIT: Daniel Pezzoni. FIILE NO.: VDHR 11-38,
DATE: 1891, PHOTO 6 of 7.
MEGATIVE FILED: Va. State
Library. Richmond, Va. 7. CREDIT: Daniel Pezzoni.
VIEW OF: E11 and kitchen wing of DATE: 1991.
house; view looking southvest. NEGATIVE FILED: vVa. State
FILE NO.: VDHR 11-38. Library, Richmond, Va.
PHOTO 3 of 7. VIEW CF: Gasolier in east first-

story room; view leoking up.
FILE NO.: VDHR 11-38.
PHOTO 7 of 7.
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Survey plat of the Jheatland M=snor property core.
Scales 1" = 200!
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KEY

a. ilce house

Sketch plan of house, ocutbuidings

ruins

and landscape features. b. unidentified
foundation

c. meat house

terraced
garden

Scale: 1" = 200
Building placement approximate.

e.

d. springhouse
garage

crib

g. chicken house
h. pump house
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Division of Silas Rowland's lands, 1843
(from Botetourt Co. Surveyor's Rcords,
183342, page 9). Drawn to scale of 7.5
minute USGS quad (1"=2000').

The nominated area is shown shaded. The large
triangle represents Wheatland Manor;

the small triangle to the east represents

the site ¢f the Rowland sawmill; the

cther small

triangle

represents the

Rowland grist mill.

The circled area
represents the general
location of Thomas
Rowland's ca. 1800 house
Mount Airy.
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Wheatland Manor area (R. Pitzer House,
circled) as portrayed on the 1864
Gilmer map of scouthern Botetourt Co.
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2nd-scory plan
Scaler 1714 = 1

Brickwork shown

Wbeatiand Mamor L‘]
!
I
black, !

Framed walls
shawn opan.
bed room
{11}
T
bath
vest room northaast room
-
centar scutheast room
passage

front porch
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