7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—X excellent . deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_original site )

——— good —___ruins X altered — Mmoved date __ _N/A - —
——— ftair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appesarance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Wiloma is located on a 160.4 acre tract on Catawba Creek one mile north of
Fincastle off State Route 220, and one~half mile west on a private road in its original
farmstead setting. The original two-story brick I-form structure, completed by
1848, has a two-level porch on the south and a long two-story wing with a two-level
porch completed in 1888 extending to the north, The house is of a single pile plan
with the two major rooms on the lower floor of the original house, each entered from
a central passageway, and each having exceptional woodwork. The west room has a fine
Greek Revival handbook derived mantel from Asher Benjamin's 1830 The Practical House
Carpenter, plate 30. 1In contrast, the east room has elaborate wooden arches on either
side of a vernacular interpretation of a Greek Revival fireplace. The two original
upstairs rooms have mantels derived from plate 49 of Benjamin's handbook. Much original
hardware remains throughout the four rooms and the central passageways. The interior
of the brick wing has been changed but the exterior still has its 1888 original porch.
The nominated acreage includes one contributing building.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Wilema is a good example of a mid-nineteenth-century, Valley of Virginia "IL"
house. The original front brick structure, completed by 1848, has Greek Revival details
and follows the usual "I house plan--two rooms over two with a central passage.
The main passage faces south and presently has a narrow two-level pedimented portico
with paired, slender faceted Doric columns capped by a stucco cornice. Simple square
vertical balusters support a molded railing on both levels. The roof above this porch
was replaced in 1979. At that time the building materials in the roof of the porch
were discovered to be of the same period as the old house roof.

The brick on the front (south) wall of the original house is laid in even-colored
Flemish bond. Straight lintels of splayed bricks are above the first-floor windows.
The second-floor windows have a row of headers as lintels. The rest of the eoriginal
house is of brick laid in American bond. Originally all the mortar joints were painted;
traces of the paint still remain. The front original section measures 51' x 21',
A shallow hipped rcof covers this front section. Skirting the roof is a siuple c¢nrbel
cornice with plain frieze. This cornice forms an entablature~like band around four
sides of the original front portion. The roof sheathing was replaced in 1978 with
#40 tin with hand-crimped standing seams. There are two brick chimneys in the front
section set in the east and west walls.

The lower main entrance from the porch has a paneled double door framed on either
side with panes of glass above a wooden panel. Above the door the molded frames
for the transoms meet at carved corner blocks at each corner. There is a glass transom
above the first-floor door. The door opening onte the second level of the porch
is double paneled and the door surrounds are the same but without a glass transom
above. Side lights extend to the floor beside this upper doorway. Eight additional
wooden doorways in the wing of the house open onto the wing porches. Two paneled
doors on the wing porch lead into the basement.

There are six windows on the main section, four on the south wall, and two on
the north. These windows have simple symmetrically molded architrave trim. The windows
on the lower floor are wooden double~ hung,12-over~12 pane. The windows on the upper
floor are wooden double-hung 8-over—12. The shutters are presently painted white.

{See Continunatrinn Sheer #1113



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below

—— prehistoric . archeology-prehistoric _ _ communily planning . __ _ landscape architecture ___ religion

—— 1400-1439 ___ archeology-historic _ .. conservation o _. law . science

——1500-1599 ___ agriculture -—-— 8CONOMICS _ ... literature -.—_ sculpture

— . 1600~1699 __X architecture —_- education R military —_— sacial/

.. 1700-1799  _ _art ._... engineering —_ .. music humanitarian

X_1800-1899 .__ commerce - explioration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

—1500- —._.communications  ____. industry ——- politics'government ___ transportation
... inventicn —— other (specily)

Specific dates 1848; 1888 Builder Architect  Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wiloma is an outstanding and well-preserved example of a large Valley of Virginia
"I"~form house, the region's most distinctive and recognizable form. Erected in 1848,
the dwelling was built for Morgan Utz, a prominent Fincastle merchant and citizen.

At the time of its completion, the structure was distinctly stylish for rural Botetourt
County, combining the then popular "I" house with Greek Revival detailing. The detailing
which includes a number of first- and second-story Greek mantels, was derived, in

part, from Asher Benjamin's The Practical House Carpenter (1830), plates 30 and 49.

As is typical of country residences, much of Wiloma's architectural charm and interest

is derived from the vernacular interpretations of formal academic detailing by local
craftsmen. The edifice retains its unspoiled site on Catawba Creek overlocking large,
open fields.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The land along Catawba Creek north of Eincastle, where Wiloma is sited, was originally

part of a grant to Benjamin Borden in 1739. Lydia Borden Peck, his daughter, lived on
this land with her husband, Jacob Peck,” and later a parcel of 110 acres was transferred
from Jacob Peck!s estate to Morgan Utz in 1843, Wiloma was built on this property

for Morgan Utz.” The 1848 assesswent of this property indicates that the original
house was finished at that time.

Morgan Utz was a merchant and leading citizen in Fincastle, born in Madison County,
Virginia, on October 12, 1796. (Birth recorded in family Bible presently in possession
of 0.W. Coon, III, Richmond, Virginia.) Utz was a descendant of George Utz, one of

the fourteen founders of the Germamna colony in 1717 in Central Virginia. He was
first recorded in the records of Fincastle in 1830., In that year "Utz, Pettigrew
and Carroll” received a license to operate a store, Advertisements for his "goods

store” show that it offered a variety of items. (See, for instance, the Fincastle
Democrat, February 26, 1839, and March 25, 1836,) 1Ia 1845 "Utz and Hannah,” a goods
store opened in Fincastle. Morgan Utz was a ruling elder in the Fincastle Presbyterian
Church, Treasurer of School Commissioners, and trustee of Botetourt Seminary. His

name appears on the muster roll of Botetourt home guards in Fincastle during the Civil
War.

Morgan Utz and his wife, the former Mary Lavinia James, had two sons, Calvin

who died in the Civil War and Charles who married Anna Jane Hansborough. After Charles'
untimely death, Morgan Utz left the property to his daughter-in-law Anna Jane Hansborough
Utz. (According to family tradition, the ell was completed by 1888 under her ownership.)
Wiloma ﬁfayed in the Hansborough family until title, was transferred to W.E. Shaw

in 1944, The property changed hands again in 1948, and Burford and Gladys Compton
lived at Wiloma operating a dairy until the property was conveyed to T. Garrick Steele

in 1978. Mr. Steele is attempting to preserve and restore Wiloma.

(See Continuation Sheet #3)















