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DESCRIPTION 

I CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

3 E X C E L L E N T  ,DETERIORATED . -GOOD -RUINS 
-FAIR LUNEXPOSEO 

,UNALTERED U R l G l N A L  SITE 

U L T E R E D  -MOVED D A L  

I DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The p r e h i s t o r i c  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  s i t e  was f i r s t  noted i n  1892 when a b o r i g i n a l  bur- 
i a l s  were uncovered, b u t  n o t  removed, while workmen were excavat ing f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of a n  ice house. 

Archaeological  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by t h e  Archaeological  Society of Vi rg in ia ,  Vi rg in ia  
H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, and t h e  Vi rg in ia  S t a t e  Library  began i n  October 1968. 
I n  September 1969 t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was resumed by t h e  Vi rg in ia  S t a t e  Library  and t h e  
Archaeological  Soc ie ty  of Vi rg in ia ,  who sampled t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  occupat ion and l o c a t e d  
an h i s t o r i c  component. Excavations uncovered a b o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  
b u r i a l s ,  t h r e e  r e f u s e - f i l l e d  s t o r a g e  p i t s ,  and post  holes  suggest ing house p a t t e r n s .  
These f e a t u r e s  , con ta in ing  predominantly Dan River ceramics (95.7%), wi th  some Radf ord 
(3.3%), and New River  ceramics  (1%),  d a t e  from t h e  La te  Woodland per iod.  The Dan River  
component is w i t h i n  t h e  northern-most limits of its repor ted  range  i n  Virginia .  The low 
a c i d i t y  i n  t h e  s o i l  accounted f o r  t h e  unusually w e l l  preserved fauna l  and char red  vegeta l  
remains,  and bone and s h e l l  a r t i f a c t s .  Six Archaic period p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s ,  inc lud ing  
Kirk and Otter Creek, sugges t  t h a t  t h e  site was s p o r a d i c a l l y  v i s i t e d  from 6000 t o  2000 8-C- 
H i s t o r i c a l  f e a t u r e s  uncovered included a Colonia l  d i t c h ,  an unmortared s t o n e  foundat ion 
w i t h  a l a t e r  b r i c k  add i t ion , '  p resmed  t o  be t h e  house of  Robert Looney, and t h e  remains of -- 
an ice house b u i l t  i n  1892, 

The "Great" or lf ~ h i l a d e l p h i a ' ~ o a d l ~ ,  a long which many p ioneers  moved westward dur ing  I t h e  mid-eighteenth  cen tu ry ,  i s  a far. road which passes  by t h e  r i t e  down t o  what .used t 0 
I s 

t be t h e  l o c a t i o n  of ~ o o n e y ' s  Fe r ry  on t h e  3ames River.  



SIGNIFICANCE 

I PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
~RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-XARCHEOLOGY-H~STORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

~ ~ ~ R C H I T E C T U A E  -EOUCATION -MILITARY -SOUAVHUMANITARIAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE JEXPLORATIONISETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS JNOUSTRY -POUTICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY1 
-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 6000-2000 B-C. , 1300-1600 M t ~ ~ ~ / ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
47-1914 A.0, 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Looney M i l l  Creek s i t e  encompasses a series of human occupation, There was 
s l i g h t  u t i l i z a t i o n  of the area during the Archaic period from 6000 t o  2000 8.C., f o l -  
lowed by a more intensive settlement during the Late Woodland period. Robert Looney's 
homestead beginning i n  1742 consti tuted f i n a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of the s i te .  

The we l l  preserved Late Woodland occupation has outstanding potent ia l  for  providing 
information on settlement patterning, house architecture, b u r i a l  practices, and storage 
p i t  features. The f l o r a l  and faunal remains should provide quant i ta t ive  data on the sub- 
si stence base, which, from the archaeological tests, suggest h c r t i  cu l tu  r a l  practices, 
s~lpplemented by hunting, f ishing,  and gathering. 

I I 
E On 3uly 30, 1742 Robert Looney, one of the f i r s t  men t o  select a homestead i n  the 
i area, was granted 863 acres on the strategic area along the 3anes River and Looney M i l l - -  

I Creek. i 
I On October 11, 1745 3ohn Duchanan, agent fo r  the. Woods River Company, v i s i ted  Looney 1 
f 

i 
I 

by the Orange Court, the f e r r y  s i t e  became knoivn as Looney's Ferry. On a 1751 map of 
Virg in ia,  Looney's Ferry i s  designated as the only place o f  note i n  what i s  now Bo te tw r t  :: 
County. 'I 

On October 29, 1753 

butchered a t  once.'ll On gune 1756 Andrew Lewis wrote t o  ~ o v e r n o r ~ i n w i d l ~ i e  that  he had 
"ordered ten men t o  Looney's For t  on the 3arnes ~ i v e r . " ~  

. . 
Sometime a f te r  the Indian r a i d  on cedar Creek and Renicks Run i n  1757, C O ~ .  3ohn :! 

hchanan, who 'also l i v e d  a t  Cherry Tree Bottom, erected For t  Fauquier. H is to r i ca l  records I; 
do riot demonstrate the exact location o f  For t  Fauquier i n  respect t o  Fo r t  Looney, although 
they existed contemporaneously . 

1 A house lccated on t h i s  s i t e  survfved u n t i l  1914 when i t  was t o rn  down. This s i t e  may 
provide information on frontier architecture, . as . we l l  as on pioneer settlement patterns 

a and subsistence. (see continuation sheet #I, for footr.otes) 

: 

1 
I 

i r' 
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Form No. 10-300s 

I (Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEKIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATfON FORM 

RECEIVED 

I Looney Mill Creek Site, Botetourt Cotmty, Virginia 

CONTI NUATION SHEET 2 ITEM NUMBER . ,PAGE 

i McCora, Howard A.  I he Lipes Site .  Quarterly Bulletin, Archaeological Soclety of 
virginla,  ~o l .%,  No. 2 x 9 7 ~ .  

Stoner, Robert Doahat. A Seedbea -- of the Republic. Commonwealth Press: Radford, lY62. 

Vlrglnia Maqazine of Hiscory ana Biography. Vlrginia Historical Society : Richond , Val. 
12, p. 151; Vx. 13,  p. 6. 



LOONEY MILL CREEK SITE i 
I -, B o t e t o u r t  County, Va. , 

Credi t . :  R .  K. Smith ,  d a t e  o f  drawing: 1971, ' - . 
U u a r t e r l y  t l u l l  k t  i n ,  ~ r c h a e o l o ~ i c a l  
S o c i e t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  Vol, 26, No. 2. ; 

D e s c r i p t i o n :  The map i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  to -  t pography o f  t h e  s i te  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  1 
t h e  e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  3amei 
t t i ve r  . I , 
The t r e n c h e s .  dua i n  1966 are shorn  i n  a 
s o l i d  l i n e ,  and - those  dug i n  1969 a r e  drawn 
w i t h  a broken l i n e ,  

LOONEY MlLL CREtK SlTE I --m, B o t e t o u r t  County, Va.. 
C r e d i t :  V i r g i n i a  Hesearch Cen te r  f o r  

Archaeology,  November 1976, 

I 
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