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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Looney Mill Creek Site, including both prehistoric and historic components, is
located on the south bank of the James River

The prehistoric potential of the site was first noted in 1892 when aboriginal bur-
ials were uncovered, but not removed, while workmen were excavating for the construction
of an ice house.

Archaeological investigations by the Archaeological Society of Virginia, Virginia
Historic Landmarks Commission, and the Virginia State Library began in October 1968.
In September 1969 the investigation was resumed by the Virginia State Library and the
Archaeological Society of Virginia, who sampled the aboriginal occupation and located
an historic component. Excavations uncovered aboriginal features, including three
burials, three refuse-filled storage pits, and post holes suggesting house patterns.
These features, containing predominantly Dan River ceramics (95.7%), with some Radford
(3.3%), and New River ceramics (1%), date from the Late Woodland period. The Dan River
component is within the northern-most limits of its reported range in Virginia. The low
acidity in the soil accounted for the unusually well preserved faunal and charred vegetal
remains, and bone and shell artifacts. Six Archaic period projectile points, including
Kirk and Otter Creek, suggest that the site was sporadically visited from 6000 to 2000 B.C.
Historical features uncovered included a Colonial ditch, an unmortared stone foundation
with a later brick addition, presumed to be the house of Robert Looney, and the remains of .
an ice house built in 1892,

The "Great" or "Philadelphia Road", along which many pioneers moved westward during
the mid-eighteenth century, is a farm road which passes by the site down to what used to
be the location of Looney's Ferry on the James River.
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The Looney Mill Creek site encompasses a serles of human occupation. There was
slight utilization of the area during the Archaic period from 6000 to 2000 B.C., fol:
lowed by a more intensive settlement during the Late Woodland period.. Robert Looney’s
homestead beginning in 1742 constituted final utilization of the site.

The well preserved Late Woodland occupation has outstanding potential for providing
information on settlement patterning, house architecture, burial practices, and storage
pit features. The floral and faunal remains should provide quantitative data on the sub-
sl stence base, which, from the archaeological tests, suggest herticultural practices,
sapplemented by hunting, fishing, and gathering.

On July 30, 1742 Robert Looney, one of the first men to select a homestead in the
area, was granted 863 acres on the strategic area along the James River and Looney Mill--
Creek.

On QOctober 11, 1745 John Buchanan, agent for the Woods River Company, visited Looney
on the James River.. Earlier that year, Buchanan and James Patton had presented a ort
to Orange County Court on May 23, 1745

‘This section of public road became part of the "Great Road” from the Yadkin |
River through Virginia to Philadelphia, a distance of %35 miles, Although the first re- i
corded ferry license for the crossing above Looney Mill Creek was granted to James Patton i
by the Orange Court, the ferry site became known as Looney's Ferry. On a 1751 map of i
Virginia, Looney s Perry 1s designated as the only place of note in what is now Botetourt ;
County . l

On October 29, 1753 a grobp of Moravians "...drove nalf a mile along the river [Uameelﬁ

when we found two roads,

.s. We took several loaves ’
of bread along which had been baked for us at Lunis Mill...we bought a pig which we :
butchered at once."! On June 1756 Andrew Lewis wrote to Governor Dinwidiie that he had
"ordered ten men to Looney's Fort on the James River."

Sometime after the Indian raid on Cedar Creek and Renicks Run in 1757, Col. John
Buchanan, who also lived at Cherry Tree Bottom, erected Fort Fauquier. Hlstorical records
do not demonstrate the exact location of Fort Fauquier in respect to Fort Looney, although
they existed contemporaneously.

. A house lccated on this site survived until 1914 when it was torn down. This site may
provide information on frontier architecture, as well as on pioneer settlement patterns

and subsistence. (see continuation sheet #1, for footnotes)
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LOONEY MILL CREEK SITE l
, Botetourt County, va.!
tredit: R. K. Smith, date of drawing: 1971,
Yuarterly Bulletin, Archaeological
Society of Virginia, Vol, 26, No. 2.
Description: The map illustrated the to-
pography of the site and the location of
the excavations in relationship to the Jame
Kiver
The trenches dug in 1968 are shown in a
solid line, and those dug in 1969 are drawn:
with a broken line,

LOONEY MILL CREEK SLTE
, Botetourt County, Va.
Creait: Virginia Research Center for
Archaeology, November 1974.
Negative filea: Virginia Research Center
ror Archaeolo wiliiamsburg, Va.
Description:

Photo facing east.
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