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1. Name 
hlstorlc ~ s e n e r  ~rc~eo lop i ca l  site (44 BO 2d (VHLC 11-188) 

\ 

andlor common sank2 

2. Location 
rtrcret number N/A not for publbatlon 

city, town Eagle Rock E L  vicinity ot 

code 5 1  countv B0te-t code 23 

- 

c a t ~ o r ~  Ownwahlp Status Present Use 
- dlnrlct - pub~~c - otclrp~ed X- agriculture - museum 
- bulldlng(8) & prlvate 2 unoccupld - wrnmrrclal - park 
- structure - both w o r k  h progress educational - private remklencs 
x- slte Publlc Aoqulsltlon Accaulbla - entertainment - rellglous - object - in process 2 yea: nstrlcted - gomment - rclentiflc 

- h l n g  considered - yes: unrestricted - Industrial - tranrportPtlon 
N/A - no - milltary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name WS- K a t h r y n S f l  

streel & number 1619 Pasma Road1 

city, town R"-ke !!/A vlc~nlty ot Virginia 24015 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Botetourt C0l.m~ courthouse , 

street 6 number NIA 

CIN. town Fiflcm tle state VFrginia '24090 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
"An Archaeological Assessment of the Bessena Site 
tak (443026) , Botetourt County, VA" ha8 thtr properly been delemlned eiiglbfe? - yes no 

date 1977 m e t a l  -X8tate c o u n t y  l - l  

dopo8ltory for wmy records V i r g i n i a  Research Ceneer for Archaeolcgy , P .O. E a t  368 

city, town Yorktm a,te Virginia 23690 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     09/16/1982NRHP  12/15/1984



C ndltlon W Chmk one Check on. - excellent - deterlorated -& unaltered X orlglnal rite 
- - rulnr -altered m o v e d  date NIA - fair unexposed 

Domcrlb. tho p r o ~ m t  and orlglnal (if known] phymlcal mppocranco 

SUMMY DESCRIPTION 

The Bessaner Archaeological Site (443026) is located test of the James River - 
9 

Archaeological- excavaticms &ducted by the Virginia Research Center 
for~rchaeolow'Jmes Madison Universitv in 1977 documented the mesare  of intact 
prehistoric &surface features. The &&;of preservation of or&c materials within 
these features was good. Based on datable lithic and ceramic artifacts recovered, the 
principal occupation at the Bessemer Site occurred during the late Woodlatd Period 

si te has undergone sevae disnubances 
. 'Ihe principal portion of the s i t e  

es , is  largely intact. 

~ U X ; I C A L  ANALYSIS 

The Bess- Site was discwered in 1975 by an archaeologist of the Virginia 
State library. It was subj 

apprcotimately 750' mth-south and 200' east-west. Tho 
areas, totaling a aximately 1,000 square feet, were cleared of their fourteen inches 
of topsoil, r-2- undisturbed subsoil. Ten post molds were found w i t h i n  this 
subsoil. Datable l i thic and ceramic artifacts indicated that the principal occupation 
a t  the Bessaner Site was during the Late Woodland Period. 

k r e  intensive archaeoloizical tests were corducted a t  the Bessaner Site by James 

&I area of approximately 15,000 sq&e feet. 

Twenty-nine archaeological features wece identified during the 3- Madison 
University excavations. These included one rectangular longhouse measuring approorhtely 
50' x 20', one possible drying rack, eleven f i re  hearths, nine stmageltrash pits, one 
Iarnan burial, and s k  shallm soil discolorations and arcifact clusters. Nmerou~ post 
mlds were also identified which could mt be assigned to. any specific structtaal 
features. The presence of animal, fish, and hunm bones, charcoal, shell, nut frafgmnts, 
and one possible squash seed suggests good organic preservation within the s i te ' s  
features. 

A t  present, over 50"/P of the Bessener Site is pres-ed intact due to its being 
situated in a field used for agricultural activities, an area the archaeological research 



8.' Significance 

Pmrlod 
-x.- prehlstorlc 
- 1400-1499 - 150&1509 
- 1600-1699 
- 170&1799 
- 180&1899 
- 1 900- 

Atear of Slgnlflc8nce-Check and jurtlfy bdow 
2 archeology-prehlrtorlc - community plannlng - landscape a rch i tec ture  mllgion - archwlogy-hlstorlc - conservation - law - sclencs 
- agrlculture - clconomlcr - literature - sculpture 
- architecture - education - mllltary - 80cleU 
- art - engineering - musk humanitarian 
- commerce - explomtlonlrettlement - phllorophy - theater - communlcatlonr - Induotry - polltlcalgovemment ' tranrportatlon 

- Invention - other (spsclty) 

Speelilt dater N/A BullderIArchltect N/A 

Statement of Slgnlfleanee (in one parmgrmph) 

SJA- OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bessener Archaeological Site (44B026) i n  Batetourt 
C m t y  contains intact ~rehis tar ic  subsurface featuxes and well-meserved omanic materials 
dating to the Late woodland Period (AD 800-1600) that represent &them &pansion of 
the Dan River culture of the central Piedmont along the Virginia/North Carolina border 
intowestern Virginia. Further archaeological research a t  the s i t e  should yield signi- 
ficant new data on Late W l a n d  set t laent  patterns, carmrniry organization, subsisteflce, 
and cultural interactions in  the region. Enhancing the significance of the s i t e  is the 
presence of a well- defined, Late Woodland, rectangular longhouse, the orily smucture 
of i t s  type yet identified in  western Virginia. 

Archaeological excavations a t  the Bessaner Site have doamented the presence of 
intact prehistoric subsurface features dating to the Late Woo- Period. These 
include a rectangular longhouse, a possible drying rack, a Znnran burial, as well as 
rnaneraus f i r e  hearths, storage/ trash pits,  post molds, and shallcw soil discolorations 
and art ifact  clusters. Associated with many of these features are well-preserved organic 
materials such as animal, fish, and hunan bone, charcoal, shell, nut f r q t s ,  and 
one possible squash seed. The state of preservation of both features and organic 
mter ia ls  makes the Bessg~er Site significant for local and regional studies on Ia te  
GJoodland settlement patterns, cannrnity arganization , and subsistence . Western Virginia 
during the Late Woodland Period was characterized by major itlcTeass in population and 
the developtent of increasingly canplex socio-cultural institutions. The formulation 
of scientific explanations for such changes is dependent upon reseaxch a t  s i tes such as 
Besserner where significant archaeological data on settlenent patterns, cormarnity organi- 
zation, and subsistence are well preserved. 

The Bessaner Site is also significant for archaeological studies on cultural 
interactions in the region. Cermic studies by James Madison University indicate that 
the Bessemz Site represents a nor&mn expansion of the agriculturally oriented Dan River 
culture of the central Piedmsnt - )into higher 
altitude areas in west- Virgix!a w i t h  less agxiculixral potential. Fuxther research 
a t  the Bessemr Site should significantly increase arr W l e d g e  of the mechanisms 
involved in such regional interactions during the Late WoodLani Period. 

Archaeological excavations a t  the Bessaer Site rwealed the presence of a Late 
 wood^ rectangular longhause. It consists of 193 well defined post molds formLng 
parallel walls w i t h  curved ends and measuring 50' x 20'. ?his is the only clearly 
identified structure of this type for western Virginia and contrasts markedly to the 
typical Iate W l a n d  circular house patterns identified on numerous sites in the region. 

(See Cantinuation Sheet 111) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Benthal, Joseph L. "ArchaeologicaT Investigations of the S k m o n  Site, Mtg- County, 
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10. Geographical Data 
- - .- - - 

Acreage of nominated property .- 
Quadrangle name -Ie Rock, VA Quadrangle scale : 24000 
UMT References 

Zone Eastlng 
"~~ 

Zone Eastlng Northing 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

1 Form Prepared By 

nameltltle J. T. b-bld-er with Vbinia Historic Landnarks Carmission Staff 

organltation Arch,wl@cal Society of Virginia date August 1982 

street & number 939 Welton Avenue, SW telephone (703) 982-7903 

cityortown Roanoke $bte Virginia 24015 

1 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
. 

The evaluated slgnltlcance ot thls property withln the state Is: 

- national 2- state - local 

As the designated State Hlstorlc Praervatlon Offlcer 
665), 1 hereby nominate thlg property for inclusion In 
according to the crlterla and procedure8 set forth by t 

State Hlstwk Creadrvation Ottlcn algnature 
H. Bryan Mtchell. Executive Director C C B  I 01nn.l 

tttle virgihia Historic lanchmks C-s sion I 
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8. . SIGNIFICANCE -- 
me structure may represent interactions with Algmpian Iroquoian Late-Woodland 
societies to the east d north where longhouses are more characteristic or may be 
directly related to c<mmmfty organization a t  the Bessaner Site, serving a specialized 
function which a t  present cannot be accurately defined. A d d i t i d  excavations at this 
s i t e  should kt?xr clarify this situation. Given the uniqueness of this structure in 
western Virginia, such F n f ~ t i o n  w i l l  be of significance t o  regional studies on Late 
Woodland cultural interactions and camnmity organization. 

ERT 

9. MAJOR BIBLI-CAI, REFE3IENCES 

Geier , Clarence R. and MA-, J .T. Bessaner Site (44RO26) : A Zate Woodland 
Dan River Cultural Chpomnt in Central Western Virginia. " Harrismburg, 1977. 

h d a r y  Justification:. 'Ihe bomds have been dram to  clfcmn to an oblong s i t e  ccxlslsting 
of 3. / 5  acres measuring approximately 750' x 200'. 




