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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wilson Warehouse is  s i t u a t e d  on Lower (formerly Water) S t r e e t  i n  the  %wn of  
Buchanan nea r  t h e  James River and t h e  o l d  James River and Kanawha Canal, and 
adjacent  t o  t h e  contemporary Botetourt  Hotel.  It is a l a r g e  (54' x  48 ' ) ,  two- 
s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1839 i n  the  Greek Revival s t y l e  as  a  combined dwell ing 
and store/warehouse. The six-bay facade r e f l e c t s  t h e  dual  funct ion  o f  the  
bui ld ing .  The sou the rn  t h r e e  bays s e r v e  the  l a r g e ,  undivided s t o r e  room wi th  a 
doorway i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  bay,while the  door t o  t h e  s ide -ha l l -p lan  r e s idence  is  i n  the  
southern  of t h e  t h r e e  nor the rn  bays marking the  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  passage. 

The warehouse is b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  s t r e e t  ( e a s t  and 
south)  f r o n t s  and i n ' f i v e - c o u r s e  American bond on the  nor th  and west facades. 
A l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  windows have s ix -over - s ix  s a s h  and wooden l i n t e l s  with 
"bulls-eye" p a t e r a e ,  and t h e r e  a r e  o r i g i n a l  recessed-panel ,  applied-mold s h u t t e r s  
on the  f i r s t - f l o o r  e a s t - f r o n t  windows. The sou th  gable  end has c e n t r a l  doorways 
a t  second-floor  and a t t i c  l e v e l s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  loading and unloading of goods; 
a  window o f f s e t  t o  t h e  west a t  f i r s t - f l o o r  l e v e l  replaces  a  former ent rance  door. 
A t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  dwell ing house s e c t i o n  was a  recessed ,  two-level po r t i co ;  t h i s  
has been enclosed and a smal l ,  one-story frame lean- to  b u i l t  t o  en la rge  t h e  
f i r s t - f l o o r  k i t c h e n  has now been i n s t a l l e d  i n  it. A box cornice  embell ishes the  
eaves of t h e  gab le  roof which i s  concealed behind crow-stepped, coped parapets .  
Those on the  n o r t h  end con ta in  the  dwelling-house chimneys while  t h e  only Ei replace  
i n  the  commercial end i s  served by an i n t e r i o r  chimney on t h e  r e a r  w a l l .  

A f ive-course  American-bond b r i c k  smokehouse wi th  a  gab le  roof and lozenge-shaped 
v e n t i l a t o r s  da t ing  from t h e  mid-nineteenth century  is loca ted  behind the  warehouse, 
and is  connected t o  t h e  southwest corner  of t h e  l a r g e r  bui ld ing  by an  o r i g i n a l  
b r i ck  wa l l .  

The p lan  of t h e  Wilson Warehouse c o n s i s t s  of a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  room t o  t h e  sou th  wi th  
a  double-p i le ,  s ide-passage res idence  u n i t  t o  the .nor th .  The l a t t e r  i s  now extended 
t o  the  r e a r  by t h e  enlargement and enclosure of t h e  porch. The same plan  is used 
i n  the  second s t o r y ,  but  t h e  warehouse room has been divided i n t o  sma l l e r  rooms 
f o r  use as  an  apartment.  

The s t o r e  room i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by t h r e e  rows of two columns each suppor t ing  t h e  
t h r e e  l a r g e  g i r d e r s  which t r a v e r s e  t h e  open room. These columns a r e  of t h e  Tuscan 
order  and have high bases and exaggerated en tases .  I n  t h e  northwest corner  of 
the  room i s  a f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  a  p l a i n  a r c h i t r a v e  surround,  a  recessed-panel ,  
applied-mold f r i e z e  panel ,  and a p l a i n  s h e l f  supported on a l a r g e  Greek-prof i le  
bed molding. 

Through t h e  double s ix-panel ,  applied-mold doors i s  t h e  passage, which conta ins  
the  dogleg-plan, open-s t r ing  s t a i r .  The s t a i r  has a  round b a n i s t e r  ramped and 
eased a t  t h e  Tuscan c o l o n e t t e  newels, two rec tangu la r  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d ,  and 
p l a i n  spandre ls .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet  $2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Opening of f  t h e  passage a r e  t h e  p a r l o r  and the  d in ing  room which a r e  connected 
by double doors l i k e  those  which j o i n  t h e  passage and t h e  s t o r e .  Both rooms 
have p r o j e c t i n g  chimney b r e a s t s  embellished wi th  Tdscan co lone t t e s  support ing 
p l a i n ,  wide e n t a b l a t u r e s  and shelves  wi th  Greek base moldings. Applied-mold 
recessed  panels a r e  used under t h e  windows, and t h e  t r im  here,  a s  throughout 
t h e  house, is  symmetrical ly molded. &ch e a r l y  hardware, inc luding Carpenter 
locks ,  su rv ives  throughout t h e  bui ld ing .  

The a t t i c  is noteworthy f o r  two f e a t u r e s .  One is the  roof s t r u c t u r e  i n  which s i x  
t runcated ,  king-post  t r u s s e s  support  l i g h t  common r a f t e r s .  This type of roof 
framing is a n ine teenth-century  v a r i a n t  of roof ing  t r a d i t i o n s  brought t o  western 
Vi rg in ia  from German Pennsylvania. The o t h e r  noteworthy f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  windlass  mechanism wi th  i t s  f ive - foo t  wheel which was formerly used t o  
h o i s t  goods t o  t h e  second s t o r y  and t o  t h e  a t t i c .  This is t h e  only such 
mechanism known t o  su rv ive  i n  Virg in ia .  

Two o b j e c t s  belonging t o  the  house r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l  mention. I n  the  s t o r e  room 
i s  an o i l  p a i n t i n g  of Wlchanan executed i n  1855, r e p o r t e d l y  f o r  t h e  Wilson 
family,  by Edward Beyer t h e  noted Vi rg in ia  a r t i s t .  This is one of the  few s u r -  
v iv ing  Beyer o i l s ;  Beyer was known p r i n c i p a l l y  a s  a  w a t e r c o l o r i s t .  I n  the  dining 
room hangs a  mid-nineteenth-century o i l  pa in t ing  o f  th ree  ch i ld ren .  Found i n  the  
a t t i c  a f t e r  t h e  town acqui red  the  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  pa in t ing  is bel ieved t o  repre-  
s e n t  t h e  Wilson c h i l d r e n .  It is  a r a r e  example of p rov inc ia l  p o r t r a i t u r e  i n  
n ine teenth-century  western  Vi rg in ia .  

GPO 8 3 2  4 5 5  
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Wilson Warehouse, i n  t h e  town of Buchanan i n  Botetourt  County, s t a n d s  a s  a s t r i k i n g  
r e l i c  of t h e  commercial l i f e  of prosperous, antebellum western Vi rg in ia .  The 
prodigious Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1839 a s  a combined dwell ing,  ware- 
house, and s t o r e  f o r  John S. Wilson, i s  a r a r e  example of s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  i n  
a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  s t a t e ' s   anal system. With i t s  handsome, u n a l t e r e d  
i n t e r i o r  woodwork, i ts unusual plan, i ts  f i n e  brickwork, and i t s  unique su rv iv ing  
a t t i c  windlass ,  i t  possesses g r e a t  i n t r i n s i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  mer i t  exc lus ive  
of i t s  r a r i t y .  

I n  1839 John S. Wilson purchased ha l f  o f  a l o t  a t  auc t ion  f o r  $380 from the e s t a t e  
of David Holmes. The land t a x  records  f o r  t h a t  year  assessed  t h e  proper ty  a t  
$175. A year  l a t e r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a bu i ld ing  worth $7000 was noted ,  and t h e  t o t a l  
assessment was r a i s e d  t o  $7300. Over t h e  next  decade Wilson prospered and continued 
t o  add t o  h i s  land holdings along Water S t r e e t  (now Lower S t r e e t ) .  

Wilson's warehouse was we l l - s i tua ted  t o  b e n e f i t  from t h e  boom c r e a t e d  by t h e  
completion of the '  ad jacen t  James River and Kanawha Canal a s  f a r  a s  Buchanan i n  i 

I 
1851. H i s  bui ld ing  became an  important p a r t  of the  busy Water S t r e e t  landscape j 
t h a t  a l s o  included the  much-altered Botetourt  Hotel (1851), which s t i l l  s t ands  on I 

t h e  corner  next  t o  t h e  warehouse. The canal  water f ront  was recorded by noted 1 
r 

a r t i s t  Edward Beyer i n  a view of the  town t h a t  he pa in ted  i n  1855, r epu ted ly  f o r  
Wilson; t h e  p a i n t i n g  now hangs i n  t h e  storeroom of t h e  warehouse. A prominent I 
c i t i z e n  o f  a prosperous town, Wilson's a s p i r a t i o n s  t o  elegance were f u r t h e r  r e f l e c t e d  
i n t h e  p o r t r a i t  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  he had pa in ted  and which s t i l l  hangs i n  h i s  
res idence .  

Wilson Warehouse remained i n  family hands i n t o  t h e  present  century .  I n  1928 
Wilson's grandson Edwin Al len  renovated and donated t o  the  use  of t h e  Town 
Improvement S o c i e t y  one room i n  the  bui ld ing .  Eight  years  l a t e r  t h e  e n t i r e  bui ld-  
ing was bought and g iven t o  t h e  town by Oscar C. Huffman. Renovations then,  
a s  i n  1928, were undertaken by Lynchburg a r c h i t e c t  Stanhope Johnson. The Wilson 
Warehouse, now known a s  the  Community House,is c u r r e n t l y  managed by t h e  Town 
Improvement Socie ty .  The f irst  f l o o r  is used a s  a meeting p lace  f o r  l o c a l  organ- 
i z a t i o n s ,  and t h e  second f l o o r  is  divided i n t o  apartments.  

DU, VDS 
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