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(Typc all entries - complete applicable sections) 
m, 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N :  I - / i $ f @ ~ i C  ~ i ; - ; S i ~ i ~ . f  

FINCASTLE P~ESERVAT ION ZONE 

I F INCAS -- TLE 
2. L O C A T I O N  1 

S T R C C T  A N C  N U M D C R :  

Route 220, 14 m i l e s  North nf Roanokc, V i rg in i a .  
C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  

Fincas  t l e  

- ~ 

P R E S E N T  U S E  ( C l l e c k  One or Moro as Appropr /~ te )  

Agricultural Govcrnmcnt ' 0 Park Transportntivn 

Commercial (XJ Industrial P r l v a t c R c s i d e n c c  Other ( s p e r i t y )  

Educational Military 0; R e l i g i o u s  v i l l a g e  

S T A T E  CODE 

V i r g i n i a  4 5 

Dis t r i c t  m Bui ld ing L] 
Sl ta u Structure 

Obiect 0 

I ~n te r to inmen+ Museum 0 S c i e n t i f i c  . 

COUNTY:  C O D E  

. Bote tou r t  023 

I 

, O W N E R  O F  P R O P E R T Y  I 
I O W N E R S  NAME:  

Publ ic 

Private 0 
Both 

Varied - pub l i c  and p r i v a t e  
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Public Acquisit ion: 

In Process 0 
Belng Considered ' C! 

CATEGORY 
(Check Ono) 

I 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

Preservation work 
in progress a 

C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  

Bote tou r t  County Court Mouse 
---.- .-- 

S T R E E T  A N D  N U M O E R :  +- 
- 

'DATE O F  S U R V E Y :  1 9 5 7 1 5 8  Federal IKI State 0 County n LOCOI 3 I m 

D E P O S I T O R Y  F O H  S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S :  

ACCESSIBLE 
T O  THE P U B L I C  

Yes: 

Restr icted 

Unrestricted G 
N ~ :  0 

S T A T E :  

* I 
Court Square 

L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

C I T Y  O R  T O W N :  S T A T E :  C O D E  

Washing ton  -- I D i s t r i c t  -. of  Columbia 

I V i r g i n i a  F i n c a s t l e  --.- .--- - 
5. L O C A T I O N  O F  L E G A L  D E S C R I P T I O N  .. ... --.,. .. . EL- ~ ~ ~ ; - ~ ; N T H o u s L .  F ~ E G I S T R V  O F  D E E D S .  E r c :  ....-..-....--..-.- --.-- 

C I T Y  O R  T O h N :  S T A T E  

V i r g i n i a  , F i n c a s t l e  
A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  NOMINATED P R O P E R T Y :  85 ~ r n  - 

. - -.- - . I t ?  . 
I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S  o c " 

T I T L E  O F  S U R V E Y :  . r i  
R I H i s  e o r i c  American Bu i ld in r s  Survey Inventory 



H i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  F i n c a s t l e  i s  an excellent example of a  t y p i c a l  
small n ine teenth-century  town, and today r e t a i n s  the  au ra  of a  small  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  community of t h a t  e ra .  The decrease  i n  popula t ion  over t h e  
l a s t  one hundred y c a r s  has bcen r e spons ib le  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  f o r  t h e  lack  of 
modernizat ion,  and f o r  t h e  p rese rva t ion  of i t s  e a r l y  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The 
s k y l i n e  has changcd ve ry  l i t t l e ,  and i s  s t i l l  dominated by t h e  s p i r e s  of 
i t s  t h r e e  churches,  and cupr.,a of t h e  c o u r t  house. 

v. DESCRIPTION 

According t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o u r t  house (1845) was based on p lans  
submit ted by M r .  J e f f e r s o n  f o r  an e a r l i e r  c o u r t  house. It i s  a f i n e  pro- 
v i n c i a l  example of  t h e  Roman Revival s t y l e ,  b e a u t i f u l l y  rendered i n  red  
b r i ck  and whitewashed stucco.  The Greek Revival i s  we l l  represented  by 
t h e  Methodist Church and the  P resby te r i an  Church, p rov inc ia l  examples of 
t h a t  s t y l e  executed i n  n a t i v e  m a t e r i a l s .  The Gothic Revival s t y l e  i s  seen 
i n  S t .  Mark's Episcopal  Church, da t ing  from 1837. The town j a i l  should 
be noted a s  an example o f  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

C O N D ' T i O N  

I N T E G R I T Y  

Domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  represented  by a  number of f i n e  e a r l y  bu i ld ings  
inc lud ing  t h e  Peck House, a  sma l l ,  16 f e e t  x  20 f e e t ,  log  house t y p i c a l  
of t hose  being b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e - e i g h t c e n t h  century ;  t h e  Selander  House 
( c i r c a  1800);  t h e  Ammen House (u 1826) on Catawba S t r e e t ,  a  f i n e  
Federa l  house; and t h e  Kyle House (1832) which i s  e s p e c i a l l y  noteworthy 
f o r  t h e  e l a b o r a t e l y  carved woodwork on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

Nearly a l l  of  F i n c a s t l e ' s  e a r l y  bu i ld ings  a r e  l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  and a r e  well  
maintained.  The town i s  u n i f i e d  by both  t h e  homogeneous s c a l e  of i t s  
bu i ld ings  and by t h e  u s e  of l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s .  I t s  appearance i s  f u r t h e r  
enhanced by i t s  s e t t i n g  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e a u t i f u l  landscape of r o l l i n g  
h i l l s  and mountains.  

D E S C R l o E  T H E  PRESENT A N D  O R l G l N A L  ( I f h o w n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A H A N C C  

(Check 0"s) 
Elccll*nt Good Fqir  Detoriorotsd R u i n s  C] LJnsxpo%sd 

(check one) 
Al1er.d Unolt.,.d 

(check one) 
Moved O r i g i n a l  S t l a  pq - 



. ;i 

8. S I G N I F I C A N C E  .- 
P E A N O D  ( check  Ona or ~ o r s  es APProPriels) 

Prc-Columbion • 16th Century 18th Century X)lh Century U 
1 5 t h  Cantury 171h Century 19th Conlury 

SPEC4 F I C  D A T C l 5 1  ( I f  ~ p ~ l i ~ ~ h l ~ a n d  KnuwnJ 

A R E A S  OF  S I C N I F I C ~ N C E  (Check Onc or More a. ApproprlalsJ 

Aboriginal EducatFon Political ~ ; b o n  Plonning rn 
Prehistoric Engineering RelIgion/Phi. Other (sp~psclly) 0 
~ i . t ~ , i ~  ~ ~ d ~ . ' ~ ~  n I O S O P ~ ~  

Agvicultur. m 0 Science 

Ar t  Q Landscape Sculpture 
____i_ 
A 

Comma... W Architecture 0 Sosiol/Humon 

Comrnunicotionl IJ Literature itorion 

Cor.servation 0 Military Th-otsr 

Mu;ic Tronsportotion 

7 ,ATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  ( Include Per#ona#ss. D s r s a .  Ewnta .  El=.) 

F i n c a s t l e  began as  a  c o l o n i a l  f r o n t i e r  v i l l a g e .  h r i n g  i t s  e a r l y  
yea r s  i t  was one of t h e  l a s t  ou tpos t s  f o r  p ioneers  moving westward 
down through t h e  Valley of  V i rg in i a .  I ts wide and shady s t r e e t s  
have changed l i t t l e  s i n c e  they were planned and l a i d  o u t  i n  1770 
by t h e  County Surveyor, William Preston.  The town was o f f i c i a l l y  
founded i n  1772, being e s t a b l i s h e d  by an a c t  of  t h e  Vi rg in i a  
Assembly, and named i n  honor of  Lord F i n c a s t l e ,  t h e  son of Lord 
Dinmore, t h e  r o y a l  governor.  The name replaced  t h e  e a r l i e r  one 
of  Bote tour t  Court House. 



' Form 10-rX)o UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O F  THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

8. Statement of Significance 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

Fincastle Historic 
(Continuation Sheet) District 

Fincastle, the county seat of Botetourt County, Virginia, played an important 
role in the development of western Virginia in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries. Virtually unchanged from the time of the Civil War until recently, 
the village presented a little altered picture of rural 19th-century America. 
However, recent undistinguished construction and the unfortunate destruction 
by fire of the fine Neo-classical court house built in 1845 have fragmented 
the visual unity that is the chief asset of such areas. 

' Botetourt 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUM(ILR O A T S  

1 
(Number el1 enlrle.) 



9. MAJOR BlBLlOGRAPIilCAL R C F E R E h C E S  1 

Frances  J. Niederer ,  The Town of F i n c a s t l e .  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  
U n i v e r s i t y  Press  of V i r g i n i a ,  1965; William B. O'Neal, 
A r c h i t e c t u r e  Vi rg in i a .  Richmond: 1968. 

S t a f f ,  V i r g i - ~ i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . , D i r e c t o r  
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  IDATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission . ( June 2 ,1969 
T R E E T  A N D N U M B E R :  

1116 Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  O f f i c e  Bui ld ing  
C I T Y  O R  T O N N  S T A T E  

Richmond V i r g i n i a  
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTlFlCAllON I NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION I 

I 
As the designated Stilte Liaison Officer for the Na- 

t ional t l istoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  I.aw 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and certify that it h a s  been 

evaluated according to  the criteria and procedures s e t  

forth by the Katiorwl Park Service. The  recommended 

Levelof s ignif icance of this nomimtion is: 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Register' 

I 
Chief. Office 01 Archeology and Historic ~r@'erva;zn. 

National State Local 

r i l l .  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  hndmarks  Comm. 

nut r  

llo:/ 1 2 T;53 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Date '"'3 



Form 10.300. 
. (!I=. 19691 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  OF  T H E  I N T E R I O R  
N A T I O N A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E  

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  COUNTY 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Botc tour t  - 
FOR NPS U S E  ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY N U M B E R  D ~ T E  , 

I ( ~ u m b c r  ~ I I  ontrfes) 

6. V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Report i j218-1.4 ,5 ,6 ,9 ,11,12,22 
1969 S t a t e  
Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Of f i ce  Building - 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 Code: 45 

2 .  Bounded on t h e  nor th  by the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of R t .  220 and R t .  1204, 
extending .22 mi les  e a s t  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of R t .  606 and R t .  1210, 

' 
bounded on the  south  by the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of R t .  220 and R t .  1204, 
bounded on the  west by ?he i n t e r s e c t i o n  of R t .  606 and R t .  630. 



FoLm 10-MOO UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O F  T H E  INTERIOR 
Uuly 19691 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

F i n c a s t l e  H i s t o r i c  
(Continuation Sheet) D i s t r i c t  . 

S T A T E  

V i r g i n i a  

Bo te tour t  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRYNUMBER D I T E  

I 
fN"mbn .I1 ."Me.) 

Fincas t l e  p roper ty  desc r ip t ion :  

Following t h e  nor the rn  boundary of F i n c a s t l e  l o t s  numbered 102, 95, 94, 93,  89, 
88, 87, 86, 188,  80, 76, and 73. 
Following t h e  e a s t e r n  boundary of F i n c a s t l e  l o t s  numbered 73, 72, 71, 70, 69, 
138, 140, and 146. 
Following t h e  southern  boundary o f  F i n c a s t l e  l o t s  numbered 84, 33, 32, 31, t h e  
por t ion  o f  30 which borders  on 85, 23, 21, 15 ,  20, and 102. 

See F i n c a s t l e  map by 0.  W. Gray and Son, 1880. 








