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St. Paul's College occupies a campus of  900 acres  i n  and around t h e  town of 
Lawrenceville, Brunswick County. The s i t e  of the  college's ear ly  buildings was described 
by its founder, James Solomon Russell, i n  h i s  autobiography, Adventure i n  Faith:-- "The 
h i l l  upon which St. Paul's School now stands was a r i o t  of shrubbery and tangled under- 
growth, pa r t  o f  it being an old burying-ground.. .". 

The col lege 's  o ldes t  buildings include a complex which consists of S t .  Paul ' s  
Memorial Chapel (19041, t h e  Saul Building (18831, and the Fine Arts Building 11904: 
formerly the president ' s  house). The buildings a r e  adjacent t o  one another and exhib i t  
diversity of s t y l e  and materials.  

ST. PAUL'S MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

The most prominent building i n  the ear ly  complex is  St.  Paul's Memorial Chapel, b u i l t  
i n  1904. The Chapel, according t o  Russell,  "marked the  beginning of t h e  e r a  of b r i ck  
S tK~ctureson the  campus. Before t h i s ,  a l l  our buildings had been frame". Gothic 
Revival i n  s ty l e ,  the  chapel i s  a two-and-one-half-story, stretcher-bond brick s t ruc ture  
covered by a s l a t e  roof. The main (south) elevation i s  dominated by a three-story b e l l  
and entrance tower containing a cornerstone dated 1904". The main entrance is located on 
the tower's f i r s t  f l oo r  and consists of a double-door, arched entry. The second s tory  
contains small paired stained-glass windows on a l l  but the e a s t  elevation. The t h i r d  
s tory is comprised of an open arched lantern with pronounced brick archivol t  t r i m .  Tne 
tower is capped by a brick battlement, and the  gable-roof nave is located t o  the e a s t  of 
the tower. The south elevation is dominated by a t r i -pa r t ,  stained-glass window encased 
in  cement. This window w a s  o r ig ina l ly  a p a r t  of the  north elevation and was relocated 
during a recent renovation. Three segmental-arch, 1/1hung-sash windows a r e  found on the 
basement s tory.  A small, pointed stained-glass window i s  high i n  the  gable. Corner 
angles but t resses  frame the  nave's south elevation. 

The bays of  t h e  e a s t  elevation a r e  defined by but t resses  s imilar  t o  those on t h e  
south elevation. The basement s tory  contains paired segmental-arch, 1/1 hung-sash windows. 
The second s tory  contains paired stained-glass casement windows. A double-door s ide  
entrance i s  contained within a bl ind arch on the southern bay, and one-bay addition pro- 
jec t s  from the  rear .  

The north elevation contains the  chapel's apse. Fenestration consisted of a three-
pa r t ,  stained-glass window and a round window t h a t  have been blocked by cement. The 
three-part window has been relocated t o  the  south elevation. 

The fenestrat ion of the  west elevation consists of paired stained-glass windows 
between f a l se  but t resses .  A gable-roof porch contains a s ide  entrance sheltered by a shed 
roof. 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  chapel has undergone extensive renovation. The or iginal  pews 
have been replaced, the  organ has been removed, and the  sanctuary modernized. The 
dominant feature  is  an exposed timber t r u s s  roof. 

SAUL BUILDING 

The Saul Buildins, the  f i r s t  buildinq erected a t  S t .  Paul 's ,  was b u i l t  i n  1866. <. -
James Solomon Russell wr i tes  of the f i r s t  building: 

(See Continuation Sheet 81) 
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STATEMENTOF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Saul Building, Fine Arts Building, and Memorial chapel form the  ear ly  core of S t .  
Paul's College. Bui l t  over a twenty-year period from 1883-1904, t h e  buildings stand as 
a symbol of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  growth from a one-room parochial school t o  a four-year, 
l i b e r a l  a r t s  college. Established i n  Lawrenceville i n  1883 by the  Episcopalian deacon, 
the Reverend James Solomon Russell,  the  school was organized to serve the  educational and 
s p i r i t u a l  needs of the region's black community. 

James Solomon Russell,  the  founder of St .  Paul's College, was born i n t o  slavery i n  
Mecklenburg County i n  1857 and l a t e r  educated! a t  Hampton ~ n s t i t u t e .  While a t  ~ampton ,~usse l  
became in te res ted  i n  the  Episcopal Church and subsequently t ra ined fo r  t h e  ministry. A s  a 
newly ordained deacon, Russell was sent  t o  Lawrenceville, where he a r r ived  on March 16, 
1882. According t o  the i n  Faith, he found "no church building autobiographical Adventure -- 
and but a score of communicants; race prejudice seemed rampant and publ ic  opinion  
indifferent ,  i f  not  ac tua l ly  hosti le. . ."   

l'ke newly ordained clergymanorganized the  small group of black connnunicants of St. 
Andrews Church i n t o  a separate congregation. By February 1883 the  f i r s t  S t .  Paul!s 
Chapel had been constructed and was ready f o r  occupancy. A parochial school was organized 
in  the  vestry room of  the s m a l l  frame chapel. Eventually, the  quarters  of  t h e  school 
became too small f o r  the  increasing enrollment, and a three-room structure was b u i l t  with 
funds contributed by the Reverend James Saul of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. On September 
24, 1888, the  St. Paul 's  Normal and Indus t r ia l  School was founded i n  the  building known a s  
the Saul Building. The school was formally incorporated by an a c t  of t h e  General Assembly 
on March 4, 1890. Rapid growth resu l ted  i n  the erect ion of classroom and dormitory build- 
ings. 'In 1904, as evidence of the  school's growth, the  S t .  P a u l ' s  Memorial Chapel was 
constructed. The chapel was the  f i r s t  brick building constructed on t h e  campus. A t  the  
t i m e  the chapel was b u i l t ,  t h e  school 's  curriculmn s t ressed  technical s k i l l s ,  and the  
building was erected primarily with student labor. The school's development i n  the  l ibera l  
a r t s  matured i n  the  following decade. 

The school 's  increased enrollment i n  pupi ls  from outside the ~runswick  County v i c i n i t ~  
resulted i n  an expanded curriculum. A col legiate  department of teacher t r a in ing  was s t a r t e  
i n  1922 and accredited by the  Virginia S ta te  Board of Education i n  1926. The school 
continued t o  grow, and the  charter  was amended on December 30, 1941, t o  allow for a four-
year l i b e r a l  a r t s  curriculum. A t  t h i s  t i m e  the  name of the i n s t i t u t i o n  was changed t o  St .  
Paul's Polytechnic Ins t i t u t e .  Degree programs leading t o  the Bachelor of Science and the  
Bachelor of Science i n  Education were s t a r t e d  i n  September 1942. 

A t  its annual meeting on February 27, 1957, the Board of Trustees decided t o  change 
the name of the  i n s t i t u t i o n  from St .  Paul 's  Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e  to  S t .  Paul 's  College. 
The t rus tees  a l so  approved degree programs i n  the  Bachelor of Arts and Science. 

The college presently numbers over 600 full-time students. MS/RCC 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Beginning a t  a point  on E s ide  of campus drive,  approximtely 400' NE of intersect ion of 
sa id  drive with S ta te  Route 46; thence extending about 250' NE along sa id . s ide  of s a id  
drive, curving E and extending approximately 350'--thus following the drive and the  S edge 
of the parking l o t . a n d  continuing E t o t h e  220' contour; thence extending about 250' S; 
thence extending about.500' W t o  p i n t  of origin.  ~. . . 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

We were convinced t h a t  the  people wanted t o  learn  and t h a t  
they wanted their children t o  have advantages which they did not 
have, and w i t h  t h i s  conviction a s  inspirat ion,  we s e t  ou t  t o  f ind 
ways and means t o  carry on our needed work. W e  f i n a l l y  b u i l t  a 
three-room frame s t ruc ture  w i t h  funds which were contributed 
through the generosity of the Rev. James Saul, of Philadelphia. 
This we named the Saul Building. It was the genesis of our 
l a rge r  educational program, and it is s t i l l  standing on the 
campus... (Adventures i n  Faith,  page 31) 

The Saul Building i s  a two-story, wood-frame s t ruc ture  covered by a gable roof and 
s e t  on a brick foundation. The south (main) elevation contains two entrances. Each 
entrance consis ts  of a s ingle  door within a simple wood surround. Both entrances a re  
shel tered by a one-story porch covered by a shed roof. Fenestration throughout the 
building consis ts  of 6/6 hung-sash windows within simple wood surrounds. A side entrance 
is provided on the  e a s t  elevation. The or iginal  three-room plan of the,building was modi- 
f ied when the s t ruc ture  was converted i n t o  of f ices  and a club room. 

FINE ARTS BUILDING 

I The Fine A r t s  Building was erected i n  1900 as the residence of the  school p;incipal, 
James Solomon R u s s e l l .  It was the f i f t h  building constructed f o r  the expanding school. 
The two-and-one-half-story, wood-frame s t ruc ture  sits on a brick foundation and i s  covered 
by a multi-gable roof. The south elevation contains the  former residence's main entry. 

i  The entrance consis ts  of a raised-panel double doorway, topped by a transom and sheltered 
by a one-story, bracket-and-spindle porch. Fenestration on the second s tory  consists of a 
three-part, round-arched window and paired 4/4 hung-sash windows. The a t t i c  s tory is 
marked by a bargeboard decorated gable containing a lunette.  The roof l i n e  is fur ther  
broken by an octagonal cupola covered by a domical roof. A two-story pavilion projects  
from the main block of  the  house and contains a paired 4/4 hung-sash window on the  f i r s t  
f loor  and a bay window with multi-paned colored glass on the second floor.  The a t t i c  
gable i s  s imilar  t o  t h a t  found on the  main block of the  house. 

The north elevation i s  dominated by a one-story enclosed porch added a t  a l a t e r  date. 
The second s tory  contains a gabled pavilion s imilar  to  t h a t  on the  south elevation. 
Fenestration on the e a s t  and west elevation is comprised of 4/4 hung-sash windows, l i k e  
those found on the north and south elevations.  

The building contains a central-hal l  plan with an open-well s t a i r  ascending t o  t h e  
second floor.  The pr incipal  f i r s t - f loo r  rooms r e t a in  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  mantels and over- 
mantels. The mantels a re  executed i n  a highly ec l ec t i c  Colonial Revival s tyle .  Doors 
and windows on the f i r s t  f loor  a r e  framed with symmetrical molded t r i m  and mlded corner 
blocks. Par t i t ions  have been put up t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the building's present of f ice  and class- 
room use. 

RCC  (see Continuation Sheet '2) 



Form No. 10-300a  
(her. 10-74)  

Uh ITEDSTATES D E P ~ \ R l ' > l k h lOk THE I5 TtKIOK  
NATIONAL PAR6 SERVICE  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM . . 

St.  Paul 's  Normal and Indus t r ia l  School (Preferred),  Brunswick County, Virginia 

CONTINUATION SHEET #2 ITEM NUMBER7 PAGE2 

7 .  DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The Chapel, Saul Building, and Fine Arts Building a re  bounded on the north by a 
cement w a l k  which cuts  through t h e  canpus. The eastern boundary of t h e  complex is a l i n e  
west of the Russell Academic Building. The western boundary, adjacent t o  the  Fine A r t s  
Building, is a paved road t h a t  runs off  Route 46 on land belonging t o  t h e  college. The 
southern boundary is the  base of the  h i l l  on which the  buildings si't. The land area  
comprises two acres,  out of the campus holding of 900 acres. The three  buildings t h a t  
const i tute  the h i s t o r i c  complex were b u i l t  from 1883 t o  1904 and are  among 
the  f i r s t  b u i l t  a t  the  Normal School. The acreage is  drawn t o  exclude modern intrusions 
and t o  conform t o  walks and roads t h a t  abut the buildings. 
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