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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Perry Hill, a Gothic Revival-style cottage, is located off State Route 56 1in
Buckingham County approximately five miles west of Buckingham Court House. The
two-story brick structure was built ca. 1851-52 by Colonel Thomas Moseley Bondurant,

e

Erected on a brick foundation, the house is executed in a combination of
Flemish and stretcher bonds. The front (south) elevation has a pointed-—arch entry
that retains its original paneled double doors. The main entrance and two flanking :
windows are sheltered by a shed-roofed, covered screen porch. Portions of the

v~ porch, such as the sawn posts, may be original, however, the screens give the porch
a erude, 20th~century character, The rear (north) entrance has been enclosed by a
shed-roofed, weatherboarded porch added in the present century. Fenestration con—
sists of paired, eight-paned sliding-sash windows on the first story and paired,
six-paned sliding-sash windows on the second story, '

Pointed-arch windows with hood molds-are found on the second story of the
main {south) ¢levation. A bay window on the west elevation was removed in the
early 19705 and replaced by the present multi-paned window. The house is covered
by a hipped roof, broken on the south elevation by the gables. The roof line is
further broken by two chimneys with multiple round pots of brick.

Perry Hill retains its central-passage plan. The ball is divided by a louvred
screen that separates the passage into an entryy and stair hall. The open-well stair
has a turned newel, turned balusters and a molded handrail. The door and window
frames in the hall and throughout the principal rooms have symmetrical molded
trim with turned corner blocks. The frent door surround is arched to conform with
the peointed arch found on the exterior, The house retalns its original two-paneled
doors throughout as well as interior shutters. The mantels are simple and consist
of pilasters supporting a Tudor arch with a finished shelf. Cupboards on either
side of the fireplace in the dining room were added at a later date. The walls
are plastered, and the floors are of pine,

The house has maintained its rural setting amidst the rolling farmlands of
Buckingham County. While no early gardens survive, the site immediately around E
the house preserves a number of old trees and shrubs that enhance the open-space ]
country sctting. The tomb of John Perkins, an early owner of the property, stands
a few hundred yards from the dwelling. The tomb consists of uncut rubble in a
rectangular pile with a rounded top. A headstone serves to identify the grave.

No original outbuildings survive.
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BOUNDARY JUSTTFICATTON

The nominated property of approximately 42 acres is defined in part by the
500' contour line. The 42 acres includes the house and Perkins tomb on the
property and is a fraction of the origiunal Rondurant holding of 560% acres.
The use of the word "hill" in describing the property suggests the importance
attached to the elevated site on which the house was built. The nominated
Property encompasses the "hill" site.
















