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Perry H i l l ,  a  Gothic Revival-s tyle  co t t age ,  is l o c a t e d  o f f  S t a t e  Route 56 in 
Buckingham County approximately f i v e  mi l e s  west of Buckinglian~ Court House. The 
two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  ca .  1851-52 by Colonel Thomas Moseley Bondurant. 

Erected on a  b r i ck  foundat ion,  t h e  house is  executed i n  a  combinat ion of  
Flemish and s t r e t c h e r  bonds. The f r o n t  (south)  e l e v a t i o n  has  a  pointed-arch e n t r y  
t h a t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r ig in t i l  paneled double doors .  The main en t r ance  and two f l a n k i n g  
windows a r e  s h e l t e r e d  by a  shed-roofed, covered screen  porch.  P o r t i o n s  of  t h e  

, /porch,  such a s  t h e  sawn pos t s ,  may be  original.; however,the s c r e e n s  g i v e  t h e  porch 
a  crude,  20th-century cha rac te r .  The r e a r  (nor th)  en t r ance  has  been enclosed  by a  
shed-roofed, weatherboarded porch added i n  t h e  present  cen tu ry .  F e n e s t r a t i o n  con- 
sists of pa i r ed ,  eight-paned s l id ing-sash  windows on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and p a i r e d ,  
six-paned s l id ing-sash  windo~is on t h e  second s t o r y .  . . 

Pointed-arch ~rindows wi th  hood molds -a re  found on t h e  second s t o r y  of t h e  
main (~011th)  e l e v a t i o n .  A bay window on t h e  west e l e v a t i o n  was removed i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1970s and replaced  by t h e  p resen t  nrulti-paned window. The house i s  covered 
by a  hipped r o o f ,  broken on t h e  south  e l e v a t i o n  by t h e  gab le s .  The roof  l i n e  i s  
f u r t h e r  broken by two chimneys with m u l t i p l e  round po t s  of b r i c k .  

Per ry  H i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  cent ra l -passage  plan.  The h a l l  is d iv ided  by a  louvred  
screen t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  passage i n t o  an e n t r y  and s t a i r  h a l l .  The open-well s t a i r  
has  a  turned newel, turued b a l u s t e r s  and a  molded h a n d r a i l .  The door and window 
frames i n  t h e  h a l l  and throughout t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms have sy~nmet r i ca l  molded 
t r i n  with turned corner  blocks.  The f r o n t  door surround i s  arched  t o  confot:m w i t h  
the  pninted a rch  found on t h e  e x t e r i o r .  The house r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  two-paneled 
doors  throughout a s  well a s  i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s .  The mantels  a r e  s imple  and c o n s i s t  
of p i l a s t e r s  s u p p o r t i n g a  Tudor a r c h  wi th  a  f i n i s h e d  s h e l f .  Cupboards on e i t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  d in ing  room were added a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .  The w a l l s  
a r e  p l a s t e r e d ,  and t h e  f l o o r s  a r e  of p ine .  

The house has  maintained i t s  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  aniidst t h e  r o l l i n g  farmlands of  
Buckinghnm County. While no e a r l y  gardens su rv ive ,  t h e  s i te  inimecliately around 
t h e  house preserves  a  number of o ld  t r e e s  and shrubs t h a t  enhance t h e  open-space 
country s e t t i n g .  The tomb of John l 'erkins, a n  e a r l y  owner of t h e  prope;.:y, s t a n d s  
a  few hundred yards  from the. dwell ing.  The tomb c o n s i s t s  of uncut  r u b b l e  i n  a  
r ec t angu la r  p i l e  w i th  a  rounded top.  A headstone s e r v e s  t o  iden t iFy  t h e  grave.  
No o r i g i n a l  ou tbu i ld ings  surv ive .  

RCC 

The nominated proper ty  of approximately 42 a c r e s  is def ined  i n  p a r t  by t h e  
500' contour l i n e .  The 42  a c r e s  inc ludes  t h e  house and Perl<ins tomb on t h e  
proper ty  and is a f r a c t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  nondurant hold ing  o r  560'5 a c r e s .  
Tlir: use of t h e  word " h i l l "  i n  descri l , ing t h e  proper ty  sugges t s  t h e  importance 
a t tached t o  t h e  el.evatc:cl s i t e  on which t h e  house was b u i l t .  l 'he nominated 
Property encompasses t h e  " h i l l "  site. 










