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Stanton Family Cemetery
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DHR File No, 14-52
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street & nyumber East side of State Route 677, 0.4 miles north of lUﬂCtIOI"‘I' not for publication
with State Route 676.

city or town Diana Mills X vicinity

23004

VA county Buckingham code 029 Zip code

state _Virginia code
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Natignal Register
- See continuation sneet.
. determined not etigibie for tne
National Register
" removed from tne National
Register.

_ other. {explain:) _

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




473

4172

40’

A~ 17[720830 [a17086
g- 17]724%40 [41710435
C —r]/jz‘q 1&0/4‘!70530

D - 11j12a140 /4170675

417]

4I]0




Stanton Famiiy Cemetery
Name of Property

Buckingham, Virginia
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as appiy)

Category of Property

{Check only one pox)

X private __ building(s)

— public-ocal . district

_ public-State X site

__ pubiic-Federal — structure
_ Obiect

Name of related multiple property listing
{Enter “NrA'" if property 1s not pan ot a multipie prapenty listing.)

N7A

Numoer of Resources within Property
{Do not include previousty isted resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

6 ° buildings
1 0 sites

¢ 0 structures
0 Y objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6., Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categones from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions:

FUNERARY/Cemeterv FUNERARY /Cemeterv
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
{Enter categones from instructions) {Enter categories from instructions)
NO STYLE foundation
walls
rocf

Narrative Description

STONE/Slate, fieidstone, marble

other

{Descripe the tistoric and current condition ot the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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3. Statement of Significance

Applicable Nationai Register Criteria

‘rark S ToThe Or Tora poxes 1or e Crtena Quaniying tne oroperry
s Hlanona: ~eQister Shna |

<A Fropeny 18 assoclated with events that have maage
3 signiicant contrioution o the proad patterns of

2ur onstory

B Property 1s associated with the iives of persens
signsticant In our past.

C Prcperty embodies the distinctive charactenstics
of & type. penod. or method cf construction or
represents the work Of a master. or possesses
nign artistic values. or represents a significant ana
aistinguishanle entity whose components 1ack
ncwvidual aisunction.

D Procoeny nas vielaea. or 1s hkely to vield.
~rormation mperant 1IN prehistory or Ristory

Criteria Considerations
Mark v~ 3 the coxes tnat apply.)

Property Is:

" A owned by a refigious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B remcvea from its criginal location.
. C a pinhplace or grave.
X. D a cemetery.
E & reconstructed pulding. ooject. or structure.
_ F a commemoratve property.

- G less than 30 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 vears.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Explain the signit:cance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
Enter nateqones from nstuctions)
ETHNIC HERITAGE/Black

Period of Signiticance
1853-1941

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
1{Complete 1f Critenon B 1s marked above)

N/A

Culturat Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

9. Major Bibliographicat References

Bibilography

«Cite the books. artictes. and other scurces used in prepanng this form on one or more continuation sheets )

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

-2 preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

— previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

._ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

(2 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additionai data:
_ State Historic Preservation Office
i1 Other State agency
X; Federal agency
L Local government
[J University
_ Cther
Name of repository:
Library of Congress/National Archives




Buckingham, Virginia
County ang State

Stanton Famitly Cemetery
Name of Property

10. Geographical Data

approximately 1 acre

Acreage of Property

UTM References
:Place adaitional UTM reterences on a continuaton sneet.)

17 729760 4170630

. 17 1729830 4170680 3
Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing
o 1.7 172,918 440 4170635 407 7297400 41708675

__ See conunuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
tCescribe the boungarnes of the property on a continuation sheet )

Boundary Justification
‘Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Julie Gronlund, Historian

nameftitie

Land and Community Associates gate 28 December 1992

organization
P.0O. Box 92, 601 East Market Street telephone 804-295-3880

street & number

Chariottesville state VA zip code 22902

city or town

Additionai Documentation
Submit the following items with the compieted form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s iocation.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additionai items
{Check with the SHPD or FPQ for any additionat items)

Property Owner
1Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO )

Sidney Trent Stanton, Jr., Estate c/o Edith M. Stanton, Administrator

name
617-237-2761

60 Grove Street, #6513 telephone

street & number
02181

Wellesley state __MA zip code

city or town

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properues for listing or determine sligibility for listing, to hst properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain

a beneht in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Fubiic reporting burden for this form is estmated to average 18.1 hours per response inciuding time for reviewing
instructions, gatherng and maintaining data. anad cormpieting and reviewing the ferm. Direct comments regaraing this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Cffice of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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SUMMARY D RIPTI

The Stanton Family Cemeterv, located in the northeastern section of Buckingham County about
five miles trom the James River, is an exceptionally well-preserved, African-American, rural
cemetery. This family cemetery is notable for its approximately thirty-six graves, most marked
with slate head and footstones. These irregularly shaped slabs of local Buckingham slate mark the
sraves of at least four generations of the Stanton tamulv. [t retains a4 high degree of integrity and
cxempitfies tne types of ramiiy cemeteries that predated the establishment or church-associated and
public bunal grounds in many ruril Virginia communities.

D IPTIVE AN [

The Stanton Family Cemeterv is located in the northeastern section of Buckingham County about
five miles south of the James River on a 90.24-acre tract of land in the ownership of Stanton
family members. The approximately 4.400-square-foot cemetery 1s located about 30 feet east of
State Route 677 on neariy level ground with good drainage. The cemetery is located in a decidedly
rural setting of field and forest and sits approximately 1,500 feet northwest of the Stanton family
house site of which only the foundation survives. The house site is not included in the boundaries
of the current nomination because it lacks integrity—neglect and vandalism during the 1940s left

few remnants at the site.

Recently cleared of volunieer vegetation, the cemetery has little ground cover. Young mixed hard
and softwood trees, probably between tifteen and twenty vears old. cdge the ccmetery; a few pines
of similar age have grown up between some of the rows of slate grave markers. No indication of
intentional planting exists either along the cemetery’'s pertmeter or at any individual gravesites. No
known early-twentieth-century photographs depict the cemetery in an earlier period. No fence
surrounds the cemetery, and there is no indication or orai tradition that an eariier wooden or metal
tence or wail ever existed. Analysis of aertal photographs taken in the 1930s indicate that the site

and its immediate environs have experienced little change.

The Stanton Family Cemetery, approximately sixty-eight by sixty-tive feet, contains at least thirty-
six burials and is large for a rural African-American family cemetery. I[ts layout features six rows
spaced from one to five feet apart and varying in size from two (o nine irregularly spaced graves.
Most graves have both head and footstones and two children’s graves are identified by their small
size. All are oriented on an east-west axis—an old tradition particularly pervasive in African-
American cemeteries. The cemetery was overgrown with vegetation for many years and some
markers have become partially dislodged or are leaning, but there has been little disturbance of the
cemetery. Despite the absence of a fence or extant adjacent family residence, there are no

indicatons of vandalism.
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In rural agricultural areas. people tvpicaily were buried on their tarms 1n smail. individual, family
cemeteries that spanned several generations and contained ten or fewer marked graves. Until
recently, public cemeteries were rare in rural areas in this part of Virginia and churchyard
cemeteries were not used widely untl the late ningteenth century. Because African-Amencans
were less likely to own land on which to establish family cemeteries. those cemeteries that were
established frequently contained the graves of members of the extended family. It is not known
whether individuats outside the extended Stanton tamily have been interred in the cemetery, but
stven the tamuiy s involvement in community arfairs, it is possible they provided purial space for
nerghbors who did not own [and.

It is possible that members of the Trent family, another antebellum free black family who lived
nearby and who married into the Stanton family, may have been buried in the Stanton Farmuly
Cemetery. Both a site visit to the Trent cemetery and oral history indicate that the Trent cemetery is
postbellum and considerably smaller. Unlike the Stanton cemetery, it is in a poor state of

preservation.

African-Amernican cemeteries in Buckingham County—both family and church—ontain a mixture
of slate markers. commercially produced marble and granite gravestones. metal funeral home
markers, and less frequently, concrete gravemarkers. The Stanton Family Cemetery retains
twenty-one. rough-cut, plain. slate markers. One is lightly engraved. but orai history and the
writing style indicate that it is a recent inscription.  Most of the slate gravemarkers are iregular,
rectangular slabs about eighteen by ten inches and one inch thick. but there is considerable vanety
rmong the markers. Many bear the unmistakable tablet-like form often associated with traditional
muarkers while others are cruder slabs that vary little from a form that coulid be used for paving, as a
shallow step or as a thin foundation slab. Some markers have been tinished to have a fairly
smooth surface while others retain a substantial degree of texture. Fieldstones mark eight graves
and marble military gravestones mark the graves of three World War [ veterans. The availability of
Buckingham slate probably accounts for the absence of the hand-made concrete markers often
associated with early-twenneth-century African-American cemeteries. The use of slate has ensured
the survival of an unusual number of markers, and no markers have been replaced with commercial

or non-slate varieties.

Slate was quarried in Buckingham County as early as 1796. Local residents took advantage of this
natural resource for many construction needs, but especially for roofing and paving.! Its durability
and availability made it an appropriate material for gravemarkers. Although a material conducive to
carving, as the numerous intricately carved gravestones of New England demonstrate, those found
in African-American cemeteries in Buckingham County today seldom bear inscriptions. The lack
of appropriate tools for carving slate may have been a deterrent to some. It is most likely,
however, that a largely uneducated rural population was unable to inscribe the markers themselves.
Commercially carved slate markers dating from the late nineteenth century are found in white
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cemeteries 1n this area. but not African-Amencan cemeteries. African-American cemeteries outside
the Buckingham area rarelv or never made use of slate for gravestones.

[nformation concerning all family members buried in the Stanton cemetery remains unknown
because the slute gravestones are uninscribed. Local residents indicate that although the identities
of the individual burials were passed to later generations, much of this knowledge has been lost
over e vears. Famity memboers can idenury some of the graves, 1t is likely that there are several
“nRnown purild places which either were never marked or wiicre the markers have been lost.

The oniv major element that postdates the period of significance is a carefully finished
commemorative slab ot Buckingham slate dedicated to the memory of Daniel and Nancy Stanton
that has been erected at the cemetery entrance. The smooth fifteen- by fifty-two-inch horizontal
slab bears inscribed dates associated with the birth of Daniel Stanton and his male descendents,
Sidney Trent Stanton and Sidney Trent Stanton, Jr. The commemorative marker is clearly evident
as a product of its own time: its use of indigenous material makes it compatible and its horizontal
orientation allows the marker to have a major presence without violating the low-rise scale of the
cemetery and without competing with the vertical orientation of most of the original markers.

The cemetery 15 a rare known example of its type. Although many African-Amerncan cemeteries
undoubtedly were deveioped in rural Virginia. the locations of many have been forgotten as
African-American popuiations have moved out of state or to more urban areas. This cemetery is
cvenmore significant as an example of an antebellum African-American cemetery established not
on i plantaton but by rree blacks on their own fand. [ts substantial size retlects the economic and
~ocial standing of the Stanton fanuiy in Buckingham County. As such it 1s a rare resource and a
significant exampie of vernacular cemetery design that reveals important information about rural
bunal practices and a significant cultural group about which littie is known.

NDN

. Eugene A. Maloney, A Historv of Buckingham Countv, (Buckingham, Va.: Buckingham
County Bicentennial Commission, 1976), p. 1.
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In 1853 the Stanton family of Buckingham County, Virgima. headed by Nancy and Daniel
Stanton, purchased 46.5 acres of land, thus becoming one of the tew tree black landholders in the
region. Their soctal and economic status in the county continued to grow as they moved into more
prominent cocupations. purchased additionai land, and acquired material possessions. Nancy
Stanton. wno purchased the original holdings, became the first known individual interred in the
Stanton Famuiy Cemetery whien she died of bilious colic in 1853.

L.ocated on :he original family estate. the Stanton Family Cemetery once served as the bunal
ground for the extended Stanton family. Because the farmstead, consisting of approximately 91.5
acres of land acquired in the nineteenth century by Nancy Stanton, her son, and her grandson, has
remained in the family, the cemetery survived twentieth-century growth with little change. The
decline of the house and other buildings came after the family moved from the property in the
1930s, making the cemetery the rare surviving resource that represents a significant component of
antebellum life and remains representative of the family's distinct cultural role in Buckingham

County and Virginia.

Many African-American cemeteries, both free and slave, have been lost to development,
forestation. vandalism. negiect, and agriculture. This cemetery, however, appears 1o exist in its
original state. The simple slate markers occupy their original positions, no apparent vandalism has
taken place. and the surrounding landscape retains its rural character. The cemetery’s size,
association with African-American historv, and integrity of materials, feeling, setung, and location
make 1t a sizaicant and rare resource as the locad {evef and a rare resource at the state level,

ISTIFICATION OF CRITERI

The Stanton Family Cemetery qualifies for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion
A for its association with African-American history. The Stanton tamily, traced as free blacks as
early as 1820, represent the rural free black community in Buckingham County and in the state and
region. Family members included farmers, blacksmiths, carpenters, boatmen. soldiers, and
quarrvmen. Their economic and social development throughout the nineteenth century represents

that of rural. southern free blacks.

The Stanton Family Cemetery qualifies under Criterion Consideration D because of its age and
because it is a rare surviving resource representative of free blacks in Virginia. Antebellum
resources for tree blacks are uncommon and the Stanton Family Cemetery retains a high degree of
integrity.  [i is the best representation of a free black cemetery in Buckmgham County and
symbolizes ihe significant contributions made by free blacks to the region.

VA
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H : BACKGROUND

Almost all African-Amencans whose tamily lived in Virginta prior to the Civii War may claim a
slave as an ancestor. In fact, pnor to the American Revolution. only 2,000 free blacks resided in
Virginia, and it is likelv that many of those were the descendenis of slaves.! The revolution
instilled a new libertarian spirit in Amencans and enabied many slaves to obtain freedom through
IRy service or from owners infiuenced by the new revojutionary spirit.

These early manumussions led to the establishment of a new class or tree btacks in Virginia and set
the stage tor the future emancipation of slaves. In 1790. 12,366 tree blacks lived in Virginia; this
number had increased to 58.042 by 1860.2 Freedom came from various sources. Some slaves
were released by benevolent owners, others escaped, and stil} others were purchased by free

family members and/or friends.

No evidence indicating the source of Nancy and Daniel Stanton’s families’ freedom has been
discovered: however. John Stanton (born 1778) of Buckingham County, whose relationship to
Nancy and Daniel Stanton has not vet been determined, is listed in the Records of the Assistant
Commission jor the Swate of Virginia, Bureau of Refugcees, Freedmen. and Abandoned Lands
1865-1869: Report on Prominent Whites and Freedmen-Marci-May 1867, indicating members of

the Stanton family gained freedom soon atter the revolutionary war.”

Incomplete 1340 census records showed only 139 free blacks residing in Buckingham County
compared with 11,441 slaves.~ At that ume Daniet Stanton was a farmer, an csteemed occupation
tor tree blacks during the nineteenth century.” Only 35 percent of free blacks rented or owned
land, while the remainder worked for others as servants or manual laborers.6 While poor whites
experienced a similar lifestvie, the ability of blacks to prosper was parucularly hindered by
legislation designed to maintain their subordinate position in soctety. Laws passed in the
cighteenth and nineteenth centuries restricted the ability of owners to free slaves, required freed
slaves to leave the state. and prevented free blacks from competing with white laborers by

restricting the type of work they couid perform legally.”

Members of the Stanton family, however, overcame these obstacles and created a prosperous life
for themselves in Buckingham County. Based on an examination of census and property tax
records, Nancy and Daniel Stanton's achievements probably resembled those of other successtul
tree black farmers in Buckingham County. An individual normallv started out as a farm laborer,
helping large landowners work their estates and managing o smail plot of land for personal use.
Although little is known of their wages, free black workers probably received a combination of
clothing, food. currency, and farm implemenrts, along with a knowiedge of agriculture, which later

cnabled some to increase their economnic position in society.8
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Those industrious and fortunate enougn o acquire sufficient cash and/or goods advanced from
manual labor 1o tenant farming. Tenant farmers rented tracts of land from {andholders, worked the
oroperty, and reaped the benenits of their labor. [n this manner. many free black farmers acquired
material wealth inctuding tarm imipiements, livestock, furniture, and other domestic items. Unless
individuals were able to purchasc a substantial amount of land, usuaily more than twenty-five

scres. land ownership otten did not provide them with significant advantages over tenancy.?

In most cases. ownership of property among free blacks occurred througn purchase rather than
through inhertance or gift. Nancy Stanton purchased the family's first acreage in 1853 from Hull
C. Hill, a prominent white man. Although families often bought the land upon which they had
been tenant farmers, property records demonstrate that no house stood on the land purchased by
Nancy Stanton, thereby indicating the family may not have occupied the property prior to its
acquisition.!0 By 1860, oniy abour ten black families claimed land ownership in Buckingham
County, the majority holding fewer than 100 acres. The heads of these families included Schuyler

Stanton, Sidney Stanton, Patsy Stanton. Warner Stanton, and Thomas Trent. !

Much remains unknown about the lives of Nancy and Daniel Stanton. Not until 1850 did the
census record individual members of the family which included Nancy, Dantel, and five of their
children—Mary (b. 1823), Schuvler {1826-1882), Sidney (b. 1830). Saphronia (b. 1832), and
Sarah (b. 1836). One daughter. Judith Ann (b. 1829), had marrted William Wheeter and no longer
lived with her parents. Because the family did not own land prior to 1853. Nancy and Daniel

Stanton's property and agricultural data are difficult to document. !-

Nancy and Dantel Stanton. born in 1801 and 1790 respectively, were the first Stantons buried in
the family cemetery.!3 While Daniel Stanton’s death was not recorded. Nancy Stanton’s daughter
Sarah filed a death certificate noung that Nancy died of bilious colic on 6 October 1853.14 Oral
tradition indicated that Daniel Stanton survived his wife, although his date of death remains

unknown.

Conflicting census and property tax records indicate that Daniel Stanton may legally have been a
stave. Data from 1820 to 1860 record an adult slave living on the property. while compiled
records list him as a free black in 1850.1% After Nancy Stanton’s death, records continue to show
one slave and no free black males over the age of sixteen living on the Nancy Stanton estate, and

she may have wiiled Daniel to their children. 6

The practice of one family member owning another was not uncommon among African-Americans
in the early to mid-nineteenth century. A Virginia law passed in 1806 prohibited freed slaves from

remaining in Virginia for more than twelve months following their manumission.!”? Family

members often purchased their kin to give them the life, albeit not the legal stats, of freedmen. 18
Jason Stanton, a free black from Buckingham County whose relationship to Daniel and Nancy has
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not vet been determined, detinitely owned slaves in 1830, indicating that the Stanton tamily
followed this practice. 19

Census data atter 1850 outline more fully the lives of Nancy and Daniel Stanton’s children,
particularly the males, Schuyler and Sidney. Both Schuyler and Sidney became boatmen and
Schuyvler. the eider son. not only owned his own packet boat but prior to 1860 purchased 37.75
icres of land independent of his parents.-Y Schuvler's and Sidney’s occupation, considered more
‘ucrauve and prominent than their father's. demonstrated the Stanton tamiiy's continued economic

and social growth within the community.-!

“Boarman’ became an occupation in Buckingham County around 1840 when the James River and
Kanawha Company opened a canal aiong the James River to link Richmond and Lynchburg. The
caral provided a means for Buckingham farmers and businesses to transport their producis to
rnarkets throughout the state. The canal also became important during the Civil War as a means of
dispatching soldiers and materials to Richmond. In 1863, however, the Union army began its
attack on the canal, and it never regained its tormer role as a vital eiement in Buckingham County’s

economy. The railroad arrived in 1879, truly ending the canal’s influence.#?

In addition to being a boatman, Schuyler Staaton farmed his land. In 1860 he owned 20 acres of
improved and 30 acres of unimproved land which produced 100 bushels of Indian corn, 50
bushels of oats. and 400 pounds of tobacco. He also owned one horse, two oxen. and four

swine. and produced 50 pounds of butter.>? While modest. these figures describe a farm used for

more than subsistence agriculture. The production of this quantity of tobacco alone indicates that
Schuyler Stanton participated in some commercial farming. Few free blacks were commercial
farmers. and of those who were, even fewer worked outside of the farm. Nevertheless. given the
tact that he hired Jarnes White, believed to be his brother-in-law, 1o work his farm, it appears
Schuyler Stanton’s status and income as a boatman may have surpassed even his standing as a

farmer and property owner. 24

Thomas Trent. whose daughter Nancy married Sidney Stanton, enjoyed a status similar to that of
Schuyler Stanton as a property owner and shoemaker in Buckingham.23 In 1860 Trent’s farm, a
smail 10-acre wact, produced 80 bushels of corn, 200 bushels of oats, 3 bushels of peas and
beans, 30 bushels of potatoes. and an impressive 1,100 pounds of tobacco. In addition he owned
two horses. one cow, and eleven swine and produced twenty-five pounds of butter.26 Like
Schuyler Stanton, Thomas Trent’s position as a shoemaker indicated he enjoyed income beyond

that ot most tree black farmers.
Judith Ann Stanton Wheeler also prospered in her adult life. Married to William Wheeler, she had

three sons—Schuyler, John, and William. By 1870 the Wheeler homestead consisted of 100 acres
of land valued at $400, farming implements and machinery valued at $15, and a horse valued at




































