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1. Name of Property 

historic name Stanton Family Cemetery  

other  narnes~site numDer DHR Fi le No.  1 0 - 5 2  

2. Location 

street & numaer E a s t  s ~ d e  o i  S t a t e  R o u t e  677 .  0.4 ml les  north o f  !unct~onl: not for publ lcat lon 
w i r h  S ta te  R o u t e  6 7 6 .  

city or town Diana ~ M i i l s  X; vlcinlty 

s tate V i rq in ia  code 2 coun ty  Buckinqham code zlp code 23004 

3. StatetFeberal Agency Certificat~on 

As the deslgnatec autnorlry unaer the National Hlstorlc Presewat~on Act as amendea 1 nereoy cenliy that thls @ nomlnatlon 
request for delerm~nal~on of ellglblllN meets the documentation slandaras tor registering propenles in the Natlonal Aeg~ster Of 

H~stor~c Places ana meets tne proceaural aqa professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pan 60 In my oplnlon the propeny 
3 meets L does not meet the Naffon<Req~ster crlterla 1 recommend that thfs propeny oe considered signltlcant - - nattonally - statew~de locally - See contlnuatlon sheet for addttlonal comments I 

~ i r b i n i a  Depar tment  o f  H i s t o r ~ c  Resources 
Slate at Federal aaencv an0 oureau 

- - - 
In my oplndon the Drooerf - meels - does not meet the Nat~onal Reg~ster crlterla I _ See continuation sheet for addltlonai 

1 comments) 

I , S~gnature ot cenitvlng oHlclalil~tle Dale 

i State or Federal agencv ano bureau 
-- 

4. National Park Serv~ce Cer t l f i ca t lon  

f hereby cenlty that the propeny is Sfgnature ot the Keeper Date of Aclion 
- _ entered in the Natlonal Register -- _ See contlnuaton sheet 
- 

cetermlned ellglble lor tne 
Natlonal Reglster - 
- See conllnuatlon sneet 

- _ determined not eli(lIO1e tor tne 
Nat~onal Reg~ster - _ removed from the Nar~onal 

- Regtster 
- other texplaln I 





Stanton Family Cemetery Buckinqham, V ~ r q i n i a  
Name of Propeny County and State 

5. Classification 

Owne~hip of Property Category of Property Numoer of Resources within Property 
[Check as many boxes as apply) (Checx only one ooxJ (Do not ~ncluae previously IlstW resources in the count 1 

- _ bulldlng(s) 
. dlstrlct 
X site - 
_ structure - 
- oblect 

Name of related multiple property listing 
{Enter NIA ' 11 propeq is not pan of a multiple Dropenv llstlng I 

Contributing Noncontributing 

0 buildings 

1 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

1 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions Current Functions 
[Enter categories from ~nstruct~ons) iEnler categor~es from ~nstruct~onsi 

=UNERARY ICemeterv F U N E R A R Y  ICemeterv 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories from insrructlons) iEnter caregortes from ~nstrucrlonsl 

NO STYLE foundatton 

walls 

other STONEISlate, f ieldstone, marble 

Narrative Description 
(Descr~oe t le  nlstorlc and current condltlon of the propenv on one or more conrlnuallon sheets I 
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3. Statement ot Signlficance 
Applicable National Reglster Criterla Areas of Significance 
. , a r t  - yne L,' -.-re 00xes tor , r e  C r ' l r r l d  aua i r~ i no  1re ;.:oeflv Enler cateoorles lrom r l s l ruc tcns l  
- 1 0  I ,  - : n o  1 E T Y N I C  t ! E R l T i \ C i / B l a c ~  ~~ ~~~ 

~p~ ~ 

A Prc3env s ~ssoc~ateo wlrn events thar have .naoe ~ ~~ - ~ ~ .- -- 

i sgnlrican! c3ntrloutlon ro rne oroaa patterns oi 
~ ~ ~ ~ p~~ - 

)ill I'ston' 

B Prooeny IS assoc~ared w~rh the llves or persons 
slanlrlcant n our past. 

C Prcoertv emuoaies the d~stinct~ve character~srlcs 
or a fvpe oer~od or method of construction or 
.eoresents the work of a master or possesses 
nlgn artlstlc values or reoresents a signlrlcanr ano 
clst~nau~shaole entlty whose components acK 
moiv~dual o~s!rnctron 

Crtter~a Cons~derat~ons 
',lark r - i l l  !he COXTS lnal aoply I 

Period of Significance 

Significant Dates 
N I A  

Property IS: 

A owned by a rel~glous lnstllutlon or used for 
rellgous purposes 

B remove0 from 1:s origlnai locallon 

C a o~nhplace or grave 

X D a cemetew 

Significant Person 
~Comolele t i  Crlter~on B is marked aDovel 

N / A  -- 

Cultural Affiliation 
hl I A 

E a reconslrucrea oullolna aoject or structure 
-p -- . - - 

F a comrnemoratlve propeny -- 

G less :han 50 vears of age or achleved slgnlficance ArchitecVBuilder 

wlthln the oast 50 years - N I A  - 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
Explain the s~gn~ilcance of the propeny on one or more contlnuarlon sheels I 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibilography 
,Cite the o w n s ,  ancles. and other sources used in preparing tnls form on one or more contlnuat$on sheets J 

Previous documentation on  file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

prelimlnafy determtnation of individual listing (36 7 State Historic Presewatlon Office 

- CFR 67) has been requested I; Other State agency 
_ prev~ously listed in the National Register Federal agency 
i7 prev~ously determined eligible by the National E Local government 

- Register 0 University - 
_ des~gnated a Nat~onal Historlc Landmark - 

- Other 
_ recorded by Historlc Amer~can Buildinqs Survey Name of repository: 

# 
recorded by Histortc Amerlcan Englneerlng 
Record # 

L ibra ry  of Congress/National Archives 



Stanton Family Cemetery Buckingham. Virginia 
Name of Properm County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property a?prox imate ly  acre 

UTM References 
Place aaa~tlonal UTM reterences on a contlnuatlon sneet I 

. 1 7  7 2 . 9 8  3 0 :, 1 7  0 6 8 0  
, -~ ~ - 

Lone Easting Nannlng 

1 7  7 2 9 7 6 0  4 1 7 0 6 3 0  3 -. - 
Zone East~ng Nonhlng 
1 7  7 2 9 1 7 4 0  4 1 7 0 6 7 5  4 -  

See contmuation sheel 

Verba l  Boundary Description 
IDescrlbe the bounaarles of lhe Dropeny on a contlnuarlon sneet I 

Boundary Justification 
,Explain wny tne Wundarles were selected on a conrlnuatlon sheet 1 

11. Form Prepared By 

name,tltle Ju l ie  Cronlund, H i s t o r i a n  

organlzatlon Land ana C o m m u n i t y  Assoc ia tes date 28  December 1 9 9 2  

street & number P.O. Box 9 2 .  601 E a s t  Market  S t ree t  telephone 8 0 4 - 2 9 5 - 3 8 8 0  

city or town Cha r l o t t esv~ l l e  state VA ZIP code 22902 

Additional Documentat~on 
Subm~t the lollowlng Items wttn tne completed form 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 mtnute series) lndtcatlng the  property's locatlon 

A Sketch map Tor h ls tor~c d ~ s t r ~ c t s  and propenles havlng large acreage or numerous  resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property 

Additional items 
(Check w!th the SHPO or FPO for anv addltlonal items) 

Property Owner 
tComplete thls tlem at the reauesl 01 SHPO or FPO I 

name Sidney Trent Stanton, J r . ,  Es ta te  c i o  Edith M. Stanton, Admin is t ra to r  

ztreet & number 6 0  G r o v e  S t ree t ,  =6513  telapp,one 61  7 - 2 3 7 - 2 7 6 1  

city or town Welleslev state z ~ p  code O 2  

Papemork Reduction Act Statement Th~s lnlormat!on is belng collected for appl~cations to the Nat~onal Realster of H~storlc Places to nomlnate 
propenles for lhstlng or determine ellglblllty lor llstlng to Itst propenles, and to amend exlstlng llstlngs Response to thls request is requtrea to obtaln 
a beneflt in accordance wbth tne Nallonal H~stortc Presewatton Act as amended (16 U S  C 470 et seq) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Publlc reponlng burden lor thls form 1s estimated to average 18.1 hours per reswnse tnciudlng tlme tor revlewlng 
mstructlons, gathering and malntalnlng data. and completing and revlewlng the form. Direct comments regararng this burden estlmate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chiet. Adrnlnlnratlve Sewlces Div~s~on. Natlonal Park Sewlce. P.O. Box 37127. Washlngton, DC 20013.7127: and the Gillce 01 
Management and Budget. Papemork Reductions Projects (10244018). Washington. DC 20503. 
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The Stanton Family Ccmeten, located in the northeastern section of Buckingham County about 
tive miles from the James River, is an exceptronally well-preserved. African-American, rural 
cemetery. This family cemetery is notable for its approximately thirty-six graves, most marked 
with slare head and footstones. These irregularly stiaped slabs of locai Buckingham slate mark the 
;raves of at least four enerauons ot the Stanton famiiv. it retains 3 hizh derree of inte-mty and 
csernpiities rct: types c>r'imii', ccmetenes that predated thc ehrabllsnrnent o i  church-associated and 
gublic bunal ;rounds in  many rural Virg~nra communities. 

The Stanton Family Cemetery is located in the northeastern section of Buckingharn County about 
five miles south of the James River on a 90.24-acre tract of land in the ownership of Stanton 
family members. The approximateiv J.JOO-square-foot cemetery is located about 30 feet east of 
State Route 077 on nearly level ground with good drainage. The cemetery is located in a decidedly 
rural setting of field and forest and sits approximately 1,500 feet northwest of the Stanton family 
house site of which only h e  foundation survives. The house site is not included in the boundaries 
of the current nomination because i t  lacks integrity-neglect and vandalism during the 1940s left 
few remnants at the site. 

Recently clcxed of voiunreer ~e=.etation. rhe cemeten has little pound cover. Young mixed hard 
3nd softwood trees. pro~ably between fifteen and twenty years old. cdge the cemetery; 3 few pines 
of similar age have grown u p  petween some of  the rows of slate :rave markers. No indication of 
intentional planting exrsts either along the cemetery's perimeter or ;it  any individual gravesites. No 
known early-twentieth-century photographs depict the cemetery i n  an earlier period. NO fence 
surrounds the cemeten. 3nd there is no indication or oral aaditiori that an earlier wooden or metal 
fence or wail ever existed. :\nalysis of  aerial photographs taiien in the 1930s indicate that the site 
and its immediate environs have experienced little change. 

The Stanton Family Cemetery, approximately sixty-eight by sixty-tive feet. contains at least thirty- 
six burials and is large for a rural African-Amencan family cemetery. Its layout features six rows 
spaced from one to five feet apan and varying in size from two to nine irregularly spaced graves. 
Most graves have both head and footstones and two children's graves are identified by their small 
size. All are oriented on an east-west axis-an old tradition panicularly pervasive in African- 
American cemeteries. The cemetery was overgrown with vegetation for many years and some 
markers have become partially dislodged or  are leaning, but there has been little disturbance of the 
cemetery. Despite the absence of a fence or  extant adjacent family residence, there are no 
indications of vandalism. 
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I n  rural agricultural areas. people typically were buried on their farms in small. individual, family 
cemeteries that spanned several generations and contalned ten or fewer marked graves. Until 
recently, public cemetenes were rJrr in rural areas in this pan o i  Virginia and churchyard 
cemeteries were not used widely until the late n~neteenth centur).. Because African-Americans 
were less likely to own iand on which to establish family cemeteries. those cemeteries that were 
c.stablished frequently contalned [he graves of members of the extended imi ly .  I t  is not known 
'.\hether individuals outside t h r  cutenl;ed Stanton family have been i:iiertd in  the cemetery, but 
r!ven ihc iarnily's invoivcnient in  i.oniniunity ariairs, i t  is possible rney provided burial space for 
neighbors who did not own iand. 

I t  is possible that members o i  the Trent family, another antebellum free black family who lived 
nearby and who married into thc Stanton family, may have been buried in the Stanton Family 
Cemetery. Both a site visit to the Trent cemetery and oral history indicate [hat the Trent cemetery is 
postbellurn and considerably smaller. Unlike the Stanton cemetery, it is in a poor state of 
preservation. 

.-lhican-American cemeteries l n  Buckingham County-both famlly and church+ontain a mixture 
of slate markers. commercially produced marble and granite gravestones. metal funeral home 
markers, and less frequently, concrete gravemarkers. The Stanton Family Cemetery retains 
twenty-one. rough-cut. plain. slate ~narkers. One is lightly engraved, but oral history and the 
\vriting style indicate that i t  is a recent inscription. Most of the slate >~rr:ivemarkers are irregular, 
rsctangular slabs about ei~hteen hv ten inches and one inch thick, but here is considerable variety 
.!rnong the markers. Many bear the unmistdable tablet-like form otter1 associated with traditional 
;iiarkers while others are cruder slabs tiat v a r y  iittle from a form that could bs used for paving, as a 
hnallow step or  as a thin foundation siab. Some markers have been finished to have a fairly 
smooth surface while others retain a substantial degree of texture. Fieldstones mark eight graves 
2nd marble military gravestones mark h e  graves of three World War I veterans. The availability of 
Buckingham slate probably accounts for the absence of the hand-made concrete markers often 
associated with early-twentieth-centun .-\kcan-American cemeteries. The use of slate has ensured 
the survival of an unusual number of markers, and no markers have been replaced with commercial 
or non-slate varieties. 

Slate was quarried in Buckingham County as early as 1796. Local residents took advantage of this 
natural resource for many consauction needs, but especially for rooting and paving.' Its durability 
and availability made it an appropriate material for gravemarkers. Although a material conducive to 
carving, as the numerous intricately carved gravestones of New England demonstrate, those found 
in  African-American cemeteries in Buckingham County today seldom bear inscriptions. The lack 
of appropriate tools for carving slate may have been a deterrent to some. It is most likely, 
however, that a largely uneducated mrai population was unable to inscribe the markers themselves. 
Commercially carved slate markers dating from the late nineteenth century are found in white 
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crmetenes i n  h i s  area, but not Atiican-r\mencan cerneteries. African-American cemeteries outside 
rhe Buckingham area rarely or never made use of slate for gravestones. 

Informarion concerning all family members buried in the Stanton cemetery remains unknown 
hecause the slate gravestones are uninscnbed. Local residents indicate that although the identities 
t>r'the individual burials were passea to later generations. much of this knowledge has been lost 
, ~ \ t . r  :nc >.i.xs. i 'arn~iy  members can liienrify home o i  the graves. I t  is likely that here are several 
..tihrl~>\vli ounul places ~vnich c~ tn r r  were ::sv~.r rn~lrkcd or :r ncre the markers huvo  wen lost. 

The only major element that postdates [he period o f  significance is a carefully finished 
conimemorxlve slab of Buckingham slate dedicated to the memory of Daniel and Nancy Stanton 
[hat has been erected at the cemetery entrance. The smooth fifteen- by fifty-two-inch horizontal 
slab bears inscribed dates associated with ;he birth of Daniel Stantnn m d  his male descendents, 
Sidney Trent Stanton and Sidney Trent Stanton, ir. The commemorative marker is clearly evident 
3s a product of its own time: its use of indiplous material makes it compatible and its horizontal 
orientation allows the marker to have 3 I I I ~ J O ~  presence without violating the lo~s-rise scale of the 
cemetep and without competing with the venical orientation of most of the orignai markers. 

The cemeten is a. rare known example o i  i:s type. Althoueh many African-American cemeteries 
:~ndoubtedly \sere developed in rural Virginia. the locacons of many have been forgotten as 
.\iric:in-American populations h:~vc moved out of  state or to more urban areas. This cemetery is 
i v c n  more s~gniticant as an exarnpic o i  an anrcbcllum African-American cemeten established not 
,>n u planration bur by free blacks on their own land. Its substantial size retlects the economic and 
.ozlal \tanu:n; of the Stanton t;lni~iy I n  Buck~ngharn Counry. A s  such i t  1s a rare resource and a 
higniticant example of vernacular cemeten design that reveals important information about rural 
bunui practices and a significant ci~iturd :roup abour which little is known. 

I .  Eugene .A. blaloney. A Hisron of Blcckingilam Counry, (Buckingham. \'a,: Buckingham 
County Bicentennial Commission, 1976). p. Y 1. 
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In !Y53 the Stanton famliy of Buckingham County. Virglnla. headed by Nancy and Daniel 
Stanton, purchased 46.5 acres of land, thus becoming one of the few free black landholders in the 
region. Theu social and economic status in the county continued to grow as they moved into more 
prominent oLcupatlons. purchased additional land. and acquired material possessions. Nancy 
Stnnton. nG nurcnasea the ung:nai holdings. became the first known individuai interred in  the 
Stanton Flin.;i! ( ~ e r n r r e ~  wtien \he u ~ c d  oi bilious coilc :n 1853. 

Located on :ne onginal famlly estate, the Stanton Family Cemetery once served as the burial 
fround for :he extended Stanton f ~ m i l v .  Because the farmstead, consisting of approximately 91.5 
acres of land acquired in the nineteenth century by Nancy Stanton, her son, and her grandson, has 
remained in  the family, the cemetery survived twentieth-century growth with little change. The 
decline of the house and other buildings came after the family moved from the property in the 
1930s. mahng the cemetery the rare surviving resource that represents a significant component of 
~lntebellum :iis and remains representative of the hmily's distinct cultural role in Buckingham 
County and \'irginia. 

,Many Afrkan-American cemeteries, both free and slave, have been lost to development, 
forestation. \ ;~ndalisn?, neglect. and agriculture. This cemetery, however, appears to exist in its 

. . 
onfinal stax. 711e simple slate markers occupy their original positions, no apparent vandalism has 
taken place. 2nd the surroundin? landscape retains its rural character. The cemetery's size. 
:issoilanon :ilrh African-Amencan histon, 2nd inte~mty o i  materials, ieeling. setting. and location 
:nAe i t  li \:gn:ilcant and rare resource at the local levei md a rare resource at the state levei. 

JUSTIFIC.\TION OF CRITERIA 

The Stanton Family Cemetery quaiifies for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion 
A for its association with African-American history. The Stanton family, traced as free blacks as 
early as 18-0. represent the rural free black community in Buckingham County and in the state and 
region. Farnlly members included farmers. blacksmiths, carpenters, boatmen. soldiers, and 
quarrymen. Their economic and social development throughout the nineteenth century represents 
that of rural. southern free blacks. 

The Stanton Family Cemetery qualifies under Criterion Consideration D because of its age and 
because i t  is 3 rare surviving resource representative of free blacks in Virginia. Antebellum 
resources for free blacks are uncommon and the Stanton Family Cemetery retains a high degree of 
integrity. I: is the hest representation of a free black cemetery in Buckingham County and 
symbolizes the significant contributions made by free blacks to the region. 
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.ilmosr all African-Atnencans whose ian~l ly  lived in Virginia prior to the Civil War may claim a 
slave as an ancestor. lii i ~ c t .  pnor to the American Revolution. only 2,000 free blacks resided in 
Virginia, and i t  is likely that many of those were the descendents of s1aves.l The revolution 
inst~lled a new libenanan spir i t  in Amencans and enabled many slaves to obtain freedom through 
: : i r i i t ; q  \en,lie or iron] t-r\vns:s lnriuenccd bv the new rcvoiut ior~q \pint. 

rhese early n~;lnum~ssions lea to the esrablishmenr of a new class o t  iree blacks in Virginia and set 
rhe stage for the iuture emanclpatton of slaves. In 1790. 12,866 iree blacks lived in Virginia; this 
!lumber had increased to 58.042 by i 860.2 Freedom came from \~arious sources. Some slaves 
were released by bene\~olent owners, others escaped, and still others were purchased by free 
family members andlor friends. 

No evidence indicating the source of Nancy and Daniel Stanton's families' freedom has been 
discovered: however. John Stanton i born 1778) of Buckingham County, whose relationship to 
Nancy and Daniel Stanton has not yet been determined, is listed in the Records of rtze Assistanr 
Commissiotl t i ~ r  rllc Srurc ( ~ r '  I'iryit~iu. Brcreuu of RRefirqccs. Frcciimen. utid Abandoned Lands 
1,YhF-1869: Reporr on Pro~?ilncr~r lV1iire.r utuf Frcedntcn-,Warci~-,LIuy 1,967. indicating members of 
the Staiiton tinlily gained frcedom soon after the rcvolut ionq war.' 

Iricomplcte 1340 census records showed only 139 free blacks rcsidin~ in Buckingham County 
compared \ v ~ r h  11.441 slaves.' . \ I  that ume Daniel Sunton was 3 i m e r .  an esteemed occupation 
tbr free blacks during the n~nercenth century.5 Only 35 percent of free blacKs rented or owned 
land, while the remainder worked for others as sen8;inrs or manual laborers.6 While poor whites 
experienced a similar lifestvie. the ability of blacks to prosper \\.as part~cularly hindered by 
legislation designed to niaintatn t h e ~ r  subordinate pos~tion i n  soslery. Laws passed in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries resu7cted the ability of  owners to free slaves, required freed 
slaves to leave the state. 2nd prevented free blacks from competing with white laborers by 
restricting the type of w o r ~  they could perform legally.' 

Members of the Stanton family, however, overcame these obstacles and created a prosperous life 
for themselves in Buckingham County. Based on an examination of census and property tax 
records, Nancy and Daniel Stanton's achievements probably resembled those of other successful 
free black fmie r s  in Buckingham County. An individual normally started out as a farm laborer, 
helping l;lrge landowners work their estates and managing ;I small plot of land for personal use. 
.Although little is known of their wages, free black workers probably received a combination of 
clothing, food, currency, and farm implemects, aiong with a knowledge of agriculture, which later 
enabled some to increase their economic position in society.8 
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Those industrious and fortunate e n o u ~ n  to acquire sufficient cash andor goods advanced from 
nlanual labor to tenant farm~nz. Tenant i m e r s  rented tracts of land from landholders, worked the 
p p e n y .  and reaped the benefits ot  their labor. I n  this manner. many iree black farmers acquired 
iiiaterial wealth including im inipienlents, livestock. furniture. and otner domestic items. Unless 
individuals were able to purchase a substantial amount of land, usually more than twenty-five 
.lcres. land ownership otten did not provide them with significant advantages over t e n a n ~ y . ~  

111 most cases. ownership or propenv among iree blacks occurred througn purcnase rather than 
rhrough inhentance or gift. Sancy   in ton purchased the family's first acreage in 1853 from Hull 
C. Hill, a prominent white man. .Although families often bought the land upon which they had 
been tenant farmers. propeny records demonstrate that no house stood on the land purchased by 
Nancy Stanton, thereby indicating the family may not have occupied the propeny prior to its 
acquisition.lO By 1860, only about ten black families claixcd land ownership in Buckingham 
County, the majority holding fewer than 100 acres. The heads of these families included Schuyler 
Stanton. Sidney Stanton. Patsy Stariton. Warner Stanton, and Thomas Trent.ll 

.Much remains unknown about the lives of Nancy and Daniel Stanron. So t  until 1850 did the 
census record individual members of the family which included Nancy. Daniel, and five of their 
children-Mary ib. 1823). Schuyier ( 1836-1882), Sidney (b. 1830). Saphronia (b. 1832). and 
a h  b 3 6  One daughter. Judith Ann (b. 1829), had manied William Wheeler and no longer 
lrved with her parents. Because the ianlily did not own land prior to 18.53. Nancy and Daniel 
Snnton's property and agncuitural data ; i ~ e  difficult to document. 

Nancy and Dan~el  Stanton. born in  1801 and 1790 respectively, were rhe first Stantons buried in 
the family cemetery.13 While Daniel Stanton's death was not recorded. Yancy Stanton's daughter 
Sarah filed a death certificate notlng that Nancy died of bilious colic on b October 1853.14 Oral 
tradition indicated that Daniel Stanton survived his wife, although his date of death remains 
unknown. 

Contlicting census and propeny tax records indicate that Daniel Stanton may legally have been a 
slave. Data from 1820 to 1860 record an adult slave living on the propeny. while compiled 
records list him as a free black in lY50.15 After Nancy Stanton's death, records continue to show 
one slave and no free black males over the age of sixteen living on the Nancy Stanton estate, and 
she may have willed Daniel to their children.16 

The practice of one family member owning another was not uncommon among Afncan-Americans 
in the early to mid-nineteenth century. .A Virginia law passed in 1806 prohibited freed slaves from 
remaining i n  Virginia for more than twelve months following their m a n u r n i s s i ~ n . ~ ~  Family 
members often purchased their kin to give them the life, albeit not the legal status, of freedmen.18 
Jason Stanton, a free black from Buckingham County whose relationship to Daniel and Nancy has 
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not !et been determined. definitely owned slaves in 1830, indicating that the Stanton family 
iollo\~ed this practice. lY 

Census data after 1850 outline more fully the lives of Nancy and Daniel Stanton's children, 
particularly the males. Schuyler and Sidney. Both Schuyler and Sidney became boatmen and 
Schuyler. the rider son, not only owned his own packet boat but prior to 1860 purchased 37.75 
.iirs> o t  land independent o i  his parents.:3 Schuyler's and Sidney's occupanon. considered more 
:ucrauve ma prominent than their father's, iiemonstrated the Sranton iarnily's continurd economic 
.ind socid growrh within the community.:' 

"Boatman" became an occupation in Buckingham County around 1840 when the James River and 
Kanawha Conipany opened a canal along the James River to link Richmond and Lynchburg. The 
canal provided a means for Buckingham farmers and businesses to transport their products to 
markets throughout the state. The canal also became important during the Civil War as a means of 
dispatching soldiers and materials to Richmond. I n  1863, however, the Union army began its 
attack on the cmal, and i t  never regained its former role as a vital element in Buckingham County's 

17 cconomv. The railroad arrived in 1x79, truly ending the canal's influence.-- 

In addition to being a boatman, Schuyier Stanton farmed his land. In 1860 he owned 20 acres of 
improved 2nd 30 acres of un~mproved land which produced 100 bushels of Indian corn, 50 
hushrls of oats. and 400 pounds of tobacco. He also owned one horse, two oxen. and four 
swlne. ~ n d  produced 50 pounds of butter.-: While modest, these figures dcscnbe a fm used for 
:nore than suosistence agriculture. The production of this quantity of tobacco alone indicates that 
Schu!.irr Stanton participated in some commercial farming. Few free blacks were commercial 
f m e r s ,  and of those who were, even fewer worked outside of the farm. Nevertheless. given the 
fact that he hired James White. believed to be his brother-in-law, to work his fml, it appears 
Schuyler Stanton's status and income as a boatman may have surpassed even his standing as a 
farmer and property owner.23 

Thomas Trent. whose daughter Nancy manied Sidney Stanton, enjoyed a status similar to that of 
Schuyler Stanton as a property owner and shoemaker in ~ u c k i n ~ h a m . ~ ~  In 1860 Trent's f m ,  a 
small 10-acre uact, produced 80 bushels of corn, 200 bushels of oats, 3 bushels of peas and 
beans. 30 bushels of potatoes. and an impressive 1,100 pounds of tobacco. In addition he owned 
two "orses. one cow, and eleven swine and produced twenty-five pounds of butter.26 Like 
Schuyler Sianton, Thomas Trent's position as a shoemaker indicated he enjoyed income beyond 
that of most tiee black farmers. 

Judith Ann Stanton Wheeler also prospered in her adult life. ,Manied to William Wheeler, she had 
three sons-Schuyler, John, and William. By 1870 the Wheeler homestead consisted of 100 acres 
of land valued at $400, farming implements and machinery valued at $15, and a horse valued at 
























