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1 h l r h o u g l ~  t h e  P e t e r  Francisco  House s t a n d s  i n  a  semi-ruinous condi-
t i o n ,  enough of  i t s  e a r l y  f a b r i c  rei~mins s o  t h a t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance 
can be a s c e r t a i n e d .  The house is  a s imple,  one-and-one-half s t o r y ,  s i n g l e -
p i l e  dwel l ing  covered by a  gable  roof wi th  two shed dormers on e i t h e r  s lope .  

I A t  tile base of the  roof i s  a s imple box corn ice .  There a r e  two e x t e r i o r -  
end chimneys on t h e  bu i ld ing :  t h e  Flemish bond e a s t  chimney i s  o r i g i n a l ,  
whi le  the American bond west  chimney appears  t o  be a  replacement ,  appa ren t ly  

, 	b u i l t  when a  one-s tory  wing (now destroyed except  f o r  i ts  chimney foundation) 
was added t o  the  west  end. The.house i s  s e t  on an English bond foundat ion 
and has a f u l l  basement. Although broken and decayed i n  va r ious  s e c t i o n s ,  
most of the  b u i l d i n g ' s  o r i g i n a l  framing su rv ives .  From what has been 

/ 	 exposed, i t  i s  ev iden t  t h a t  t h e  house i s  of the  t y p i c a l  timber-frame con-
s t r u c t i o n  of the  period.  Also su rv iv ing  a r e  most of t h e  o r i g i n a l  window 
cnframeluents w i t h  t h e i r  moldcd s i l l s ,  and a l a r g e  amount of e a r l y  beaded 
s i d i n g .  Only frasrncnts of e a r l y  sash  rcmain, however. m 

T11c i n t e r i o r  of  the  house i s  d iv ided  i n t o  two p r i n c i p a l  rooms on rn 
cacil f l o o r  wit11 a  c e n t r a l  s t a i r  h a l l .  Like the  e x t c r i o r ,  t h e  i n t c r i o r  i s  i n  rn 
poor cond i t ion :  a l l  tile mantels and wainscot ing have been removed, a s  w e l l  
as the  t l o o r  boards of t h e  second f l s o r  e a s t  room. The f l o o r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  -
f l o o r  c a s t  room has  completely f a l l c n  i n .  The o r i g i n a l  c l o s e d - s t r i n g  s t a i r  Z 

! i s  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  sound cond i t ion ,  however, and f e a t u r e s  a square  newel and 111 

/ inoldcd h a n d r a i l .  Unfortunately a11  the  b a l u s t e r s  have disappeared.  Most + 
of tlic door cnframcmeuts rcmain a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  o r i g i n a l  r a i sed -pane l  m 

doors.  	 Tl~c o r i g i n a l  fk11 -panel  no r th  e x t c r i o r  door is s t i l l  i n  p lacc .  

I n  s p i t e  of i t s  poor cond i t ion  i t  i s  ev ident  t h a t  the  P e t e r  C 

, F r a n c i s c o  House was a r e f i n e d  and c a r e f u l l y  b u i l t  s t r u c t u r e ,  e x h i b i t i n g  t h e  0 

usual  h igh  s t anda rds  of  c o l o n i a l  craf tsmanship.  The p i c tu resque  q u a l i t y  of  -I 
the  house i s  enhanced by i t s  i s o l a t e d  r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  The house s t ands  a t  -
t h e  cdge of a h i l l  overlooking the  v a l l e y  of  Payne Creek t o  t h e  south .  The 0 
immediate v i c i n i t y  of t h e  house i s  c l e a r e d  but  most of t h e  surrounding Z 
f i e l d s  and pas tu res  have been allowed t o  grow i n t o  f o r e s t .  The approach t o  / 111 

the  house i s  from t h e  no r th  over  a  winding t r e e - l i n e d  l ane .  I 
I 
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When Pe te r  Francisco died (January 16 ,  1831), the  General  
Assembly passed a r e s o l u t i o n  of r e g r e t .  H i s  f u n e r a l  was he ld  a t  t h e  
C a p i t o l  w i th  Governor John Floyd, Members of the  Senate and House of 
Delegates ,  and o t h e r  pub l i c  and c i v i c  o f f i c i a l s  i n  a t tendance .  Francisco  
remained what he had been s i n c e  Camden, Gui l ford  Court House, and h i s  
p r i v a t e  encounter  w i th  T:rr lcton 's  t roope r s  a t  Ward's Tavern--a Virg in ian  
f o l k  hero.  

B contemporary, Alexander Garden o f  Lee's Legion, observed t h a t  
he had "scarce ly  ever  met wi th  a man i n  Vi rg in i a  who had n o t  some 
miraculous t a l e  t o  t e l l  of P e t e r  Francisco."  At Gui l ford  Court House he 
i s  c r e d i t e d  wi th  k i l l i n g  e levan  B r i t i s h  t roops ,  s t r i k i n g  blows of such 
power and v ic iousness  t h a t  he s p l i t  i n  two the  body of  one guardsman. 
IIe i s  supposed t o  have salvagqd an 1100 pound cannon a t  Camden, ca r ry ing  
i t  t o  s a f e t y  on h i s  s h o u l d e r s ~  A well-known f o l k  p a i n t i n g  records  the  
e s s c n t t a l  d e t a i l s  .of t h e  ward ' s  Tavern sk i rmish  a t  which Francisco  routed 

I a squad of  T a r l e t o n ' s  t roops ,  cap tu r ing  t h e i r  horses ,  a l l  w i t h i n  a s h o r t/ , d i s t a n c e  of the  main B r i t i s h  fo rce .  
While these  s t o r i e s  were c e r t a i n l y  embellished i n  success ive  r e -I t e l l i n g s ,  they appear  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  propor t ion  t o  t h e  f a c t s  of F ranc i scq ' s  

I 

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  and of  h i s  phys ica l  s t r e n g t h  and courage. Francisco  
e n l i s t e d  i n  1776, a t  the  age  of s i x t e e n ,  s e rv ing  i n  s e v e r a l  no r the rn  

I batt les--Brandywine,  Germantown, Monmouth, Stony P o i n t ,  and Paulus Hook--
p r i o r  t o  the  campaign a g a i n s t  Cornwall is  i n  t h e  South. 1 

I Francisco  worked a s  a blacksmith i n  Buckingham County a f t e r  t h e  ' war. One of  h i s  customers i n  December 1784, Samuel Sheppard, recorded a1 d e t a i l e d  and appa ren t ly  o b j e c t i v e ,  account  of  t h e  young b lacksmi th ' s  

i physique. Sheppard had never  be fo re  seen "muscles a s  g r e a t  and developed 
i n  s o  young a man." A f t e r  no t ing  t h e  s i z e  and propor t ion  of h i s  f i n g e r s  
and hands, he concluded, F ranc i sco ' s  " f e e t  a r e  a s  excep t iona l  f o r  length/ and th i ckness  a s  h i s  whole body. H i s  shoulders  l i k e  some o ld  s t a t u e . .  .. 
H i s  jaw i s  long,  heavy, t h e  nose powerful. . . .I, 

"Locust Grove, " now known a s  t h e  "Peter  Francisco House ," was t h e  
res idence  of t h e  war hero from 1794 t o  the  mid-1820s. Francisco had 
grown t o  ma tu r i ty  a t  "Hunting Towers," t h e  home p l a n t a t i o n  of Anthony 

I Winston, an uncle  t o  P a t r i c k  Henry. Judge Winston brought t h e  boy, then
! aged f i v e  o r  s i x ,  from Pr ince  George County, wheie he had been abandoned. 

~ r a n c i s c o ' so r i g i n s  and voyags t o  the  New World remain a s  myster ious 
today a s  they were dur ing  t h e  m,id-1760s when he  discovered a t  the  C i t y  
Po in t  (modern Hopewell), V i rg in i a  wharf. The youth bore  the  countenance ------

(cant.) 
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of  a Southern European and appa ren t ly  spoke a n  I b e r i a n  d i a l e c t .  The 

Spanish and Portuguese S t a t e  a r c h i v e s  have s o  f a r  y ie lded  no f u r t h e r  

informa t i o n .  
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