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DEsCRl-E THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If bl-) P H V S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Stre tched  o u t  a long a r i d g e  between Bryant Creek and t h e  S l a t e  River,  
Buckingham Court House su rv ives  a s  a w e l l  preserved Piedmont courthouse 
community w i t h  a popula t ion  of approximately two hundred e igh teen  people. 
The v i l l a g e  extends f o r  a l i t t l e  more than a h a l f  mile  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  
Route 60 wi th  t h e  courthouse square loca ted  near  the cen te r .  The c o u r t  
house i t s e l f  is a two-story temple-form bu i ld ing  f ronted  by a pedimented 
t e t r a s t y l e  Doric po r t i co .  This  c o u r t  house r ep laces  t h e  e a r l i e r  one of 
similar appearance, designed b y  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  but  destroyed by f i r e .  
Several  o f  the  column c a p i t a l s  and bases from J e f f e r s o n ' s  c o u r t  house s u r d  
on the  grounds i n  f r o n t  of  the  p resen t  bui ld ing .  On t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  
c o u r t  house i s  a one-story twen t i e th  century  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing ,  and on t h e  
e a s t  is the  one-story latle-nineteenFh century  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  wi th  l a t e r  
a d d i t i o n s .  Behind is t h e  former j a i l  house. 

- ,  

Unfortunately t h e  s)quar&'in f r o n t  ;ojf t h e  c o u r t  house has been marred by t h e  
major h ighway 'cut t ing  t h f o u g h i t ,  bu t  it s t i l l  possesses t h e  Confederate 
monument i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and a f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of n ine teen th  century  bu i ld ings  
on t h e  no r th  s i d e .  Most no tab le  of  these  i s  t h e  former Buckingham Tavern, 
a n  ea r ly -n ine teen th  cen tu ry  two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  two ent rances .  
On the  west s i d e  o f  t h e  square is the  i n t e r e s t i n g  former Buckingham Inn, a 
rambling ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  shape of an H. 
Lining t h e  highway leading  i n t o  t h e  square from the  e a s t  is a f i n e  v a r i e t y  
of n ine teen th  cen tu ry  s t r u c t u r e s  inc luding  the  Leach House, the  P resby te r i an  
manse, the  Masonic Ha l l ,  a b r i c k  house wi th  l a t e r  I t a l i a n a t e  decora t ion  
c a l l e d  West View, and a long frame house which was formerly a tavern.  To 
t h e  west of  t h e  c o u r t  house l i n i n g  t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  highway a r e  s e v e r a l  
d i s t ingu i shed  earFy-nineteenth ,century,  dwgllingq...$ ~ c h . a sWse Terrace wi.th 
i t s "&spec i i l&  ' f i n e  Flemish bond brickwork. Opposite Rose ~ k r r a c eis the  
T r i n i t y  P resby te r i an  Church, a,notabl.e Roman Revival s t r u c t u r e  bgilf circa 
1830,"whose temple-form'and p o r t i c o  obviously r e f l e c t e d  J e f f e r s o n ' s  c o u r t  
house. It i s  interegting,.that,nearlye v e r y , b u i l d i n g  i n  Buckingham is covere 
wi th  t h e ' s ' l a t e  s h i n g l e s  f o r  which t h e  county has become s o  famous. 
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~ u c k i n ~ h a mCourt House has l o s t  s e v e r a l  of  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  over  
6 \ 

t h e  yea r s ,  bu t  enough remains t o  impart a convincing p i c t u r e  of  a n  e a r l y -
n ine teen th  century  courthouse v i l l a g e .  The atmosphere of  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i l l  
be g r e a t l y  enhanced i f  t h e  proposed by-pass is b u i l t  around it ,  g iv ing  some 

I 
r e l i e f  from t h e  heavy t r a f f i c  which is c u r r e n t l y  channeled through Buckingha 
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Formed i n  1761 from the  southern  po r t ion  of XlbemBrle County, i t  i s  
be l ieved  by some t h a t  Buckingham County'kas n a m e d a f t e r  a t r a c t  of land 
i n  t h e  reg ion  known by t h a t  name. More probably t h e  county took i t s  name 
d i r e c t l y  from t h e  English s h i r e .  The f i r s t  c o u r t  house', thought t o  have 
been a simple wooden bu i ld ing ,  was loca ted  on the  S l a t e  River j u s t  west 
of t h e  p resen t  v i l l a g e .  I n  1818 t h e  General Assembly e s t a b l i s h e d  a town 
near  t h e  c o u r t  house and gave i t  the  name of  Maysville s i n c e  i t  was loca ted  
on land belonging t o  Thomas May. Three yea r s  l a t e r  i t  w a s  decided t o  
e r e c t  a new c o u r t  house on higher  ground w i t h i n  the v i l l a g e .  Although 
i t  was intended t h a t  t h e  new bu i ld ing  be modeled a f t e r  Albemarle Court 
House, one o f  the  members o f  t h e  bu i ld ing  committee, Charles  Yancey, wrote 
t o  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  r eques t ing  a s e t  of p lans .  The p lans  which J e f f e r s o n  
submit ted,  c a l l i n g  f o r  a temp16?forrn s t r u c t u r e  wi th  p o r t i c o ,  were eventua l ly  
adopted, and cons t ruc t ion  of  the  bu i ld ing  began soon af te rwards .  

bbhbleted i n  1823, ~ J e f f & r s o n ' b ' b L ~ l d i n gks' 'wel1 !as a11  t h e  coirrt  recorilb ' 
were completely destroyed by a f i r e  s e t  by a n  incendiary  i n  1869. The new 
&our4 house, e r e c t e d  on the  s i t e  of t h e " f i r s t ,  'ik Simi la r  i n  k i z e  a n d  ;--

' 

genera l  s t y l e  t o  i ts  predecessor .  Even though J e f f e r s o n ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y,, 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o u r t  house has been. ' l b i t ,  the ' 'pr&s&nti t f u c ' t u k e  blends 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  i n t o  what has  survived a s  a w e l l  preserved,  p ic turesque  
Vi rg in i a  courthouse v i l l a g e .  Now r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Buckingham Court House, 
t h e  v i l l a g e  r e t a i n s  i ts  complex of c o u r t  bu i ld ings ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  
taverns  and a number of notable  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  dwell ings.  The 
des ign  of  t h e  circa 1830 T r i n i t y  P resby te r i an  Church wi th  i t s  Doric p o r t i c o  
was appa ren t ly  in sp i r ed  by J e f f e r s o n ' s  c o u r t  house. Both the  church and 
the  o t h e r  e a r l y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  town e x h i b i t  unusual ly f i n e  
workmanship i n  t h e i r  brickwork, a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  both Jefferson-designed 
and Je f f e r son- insp i r ed  bui ld ings .  

During t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  n e a r l y  every Buckingham family s e n t  i t s  
men t o  war. The many k i l l e d  i n  the  c o n f l i c t  a r e  honored by t h e  o b e l i s k  i n  
t h e  courthouse square. When t h e  f i g h t i n g e n d e d  i n  a d j a c e n t  Appomattox 
County, General Robert E. Lee re turned  t o  Richmond by way of  Buckingham 
Court House. T r a d i t i o n  has  i t  t h a t  Lee refused  comfortable accommodations 
i n  Buckingham Court House fol lowing t h e  su r rende r  i n  o rde r  t o  p i t c h  h i s  
t e n t  f o r  t h e  last t i m e  among h i s  men who were encamped j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  
town. 
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