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Stre tched  o u t  a long a r i d g e  between Bryant Creek and t h e  S l a t e  River,  
Buckingham Court House su rv ives  a s  a w e l l  preserved Piedmont courthouse 
community w i t h  a popula t ion  of approximately two hundred e igh teen  people. 
The v i l l a g e  extends f o r  a l i t t l e  more than a h a l f  mile  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  
Route 60 wi th  t h e  courthouse square loca ted  near  the cen te r .  The c o u r t  
house i t s e l f  is a two-story temple-form bu i ld ing  f ronted  by a pedimented 
t e t r a s t y l e  Doric po r t i co .  This  c o u r t  house r ep laces  t h e  e a r l i e r  one of 
similar appearance, designed b y  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  but  destroyed by f i r e .  
Several  o f  the  column c a p i t a l s  and bases from J e f f e r s o n ' s  c o u r t  house s u r d  
on the  grounds i n  f r o n t  of  the  p resen t  bui ld ing .  On t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  
c o u r t  house i s  a one-story twen t i e th  century  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing ,  and on t h e  
e a s t  is the  one-story latle-nineteenFh century  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  wi th  l a t e r  
a d d i t i o n s .  Behind is t h e  former j a i l  house. 
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Unfortunately t h e  s)quar&'in f r o n t  ;ojf t h e  c o u r t  house has been marred by t h e  
major h ighway 'cut t ing  t h f o u g h i t ,  bu t  it s t i l l  possesses t h e  Confederate 
monument i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and a f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of n ine teen th  century  bu i ld ings  
on t h e  no r th  s i d e .  Most no tab le  of  these  i s  t h e  former Buckingham Tavern, 
a n  ea r ly -n ine teen th  cen tu ry  two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  two ent rances .  
On the  west s i d e  o f  t h e  square is the  i n t e r e s t i n g  former Buckingham Inn, a 
rambling ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  shape of an H. 
Lining t h e  highway leading  i n t o  t h e  square from the  e a s t  is a f i n e  v a r i e t y  
of n ine teen th  cen tu ry  s t r u c t u r e s  inc luding  the  Leach House, the  P resby te r i an  
manse, the  Masonic Ha l l ,  a b r i c k  house wi th  l a t e r  I t a l i a n a t e  decora t ion  
c a l l e d  West View, and a long frame house which was formerly a tavern.  To 
t h e  west of  t h e  c o u r t  house l i n i n g  t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  highway a r e  s e v e r a l  
d i s t ingu i shed  earFy-nineteenth ,century,  dwgllingq ... $ ~ c h . a s  Wse Terrace wi.th 
i t s "&spec i i l&  ' f i n e  Flemish bond brickwork. Opposite Rose ~ k r r a c e  is the  
T r i n i t y  P resby te r i an  Church, a,notabl.e Roman Revival s t r u c t u r e  bgilf circa 
1830,"whose temple-form'and p o r t i c o  obviously r e f l e c t e d  J e f f e r s o n ' s  c o u r t  
house. It i s  interegting,.that,nearly e v e r y , b u i l d i n g  i n  Buckingham is covere 
wi th  t h e ' s ' l a t e  s h i n g l e s  f o r  which t h e  county has become s o  famous. 
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~ u c k i n ~ h a m  Court House has l o s t  s e v e r a l  of  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  over  
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t h e  yea r s ,  bu t  enough remains t o  impart a convincing p i c t u r e  of  a n  e a r l y -  
n ine teen th  century  courthouse v i l l a g e .  The atmosphere of  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i l l  
be g r e a t l y  enhanced i f  t h e  proposed by-pass is b u i l t  around it ,  g iv ing  some 

I 
r e l i e f  from t h e  heavy t r a f f i c  which is c u r r e n t l y  channeled through Buckingha 












