


(Chock One) 
I N T E G R I T Y  

Unoltetod Moved n Origisol  Site a 
D E S C R l o E  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (Illmown) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A H A N C E  

B u i l t  i n  pure I t a l i a n  V i l l a  s t y l e ,  Camdcn i s  a massive two-story franie 
s t r u c t u r e  covered wi th  f l u s h  s i d i n g  of  cypress  which was o r i g i n a l l y  sanded 
t o  resemble s t o n e . \  The base o f  t h e  now t runcated  tower p r o j c c t s  from the 
c e n t e r  of the  land f r o n t .  Around the  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h i s  tower base i s  a 
s emi -c i r cu la r  porch which is s i m i l a r  i n  d e t a i l  t o  the  wide verandah ac ross  
the  e n t i r e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of  the  r i v e r  f r o n t .  On the, west s i d e  of  the house 
i s  a s e m i - c i r c u l a r  p r o j e c t i n g  conscrva tory ,  the  i n t e r i o r  of which has 
r e c e n t l y  been converted i n t o  an i n f o r n ~ a l  p a r l o r .  The roofs  of both the  
conserva tory  and the verandah have 10s t t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  ba lus t r ades .  A 
two-story s e r v i c e  wing p r o j e c t s  froin t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of the  house. A l l  of 
t h e  openings a r e  enriched by a v a r i e t y  of  decora t ive  enframements, and a r e  
topped by e i t h e r  segmental o r  s emi -c i r cu la r  a rches .  The house i s  covered 
by a  c ross -gab le  r o o f ,  the  deep eaves of which a r e  supported by an 
unusual ly r i c h  bracketed co rn ice .  A gable  s i m i l a r  i n  appearance t o  t h a t  
on the  r i v e r  f r o n t  now covers  t h e  base of  the  destroyed upper po r t ion  of  
the  tower. 

The r i c h  i n t e r i o r  has changed l i t t l e  from the  e a r l i e s t  days of  occupat ion.  
The p r i n c i p a l  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms inc lude  the  broad h a l l ,  l i b r a r y ,  d i n i n g  
room, downsta i rs  bedroom, and p a r l o r .  The p a r l o r  i s  the most e l a b o r a t e  
and b e s t  preserved room i n  t h e  house, r e t a i n i n g  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s u i t e  of 
V ic to r i an  Rococo f u r n i t u r e ,  s i l k  brocade c u r t a i n s ,  rosewood p iano,  bronze 
c h a n d e l i e r ,  and f l o r a l  c a r p e t  of  1859. Also remaining i n  the  house a r e  
such per iod  items a s  the  o r i g i n a l  speaking tubes ,  and the  s t i l l  ope ra t ing  
f l o r a l  china bas ins  i n  each bedroom. 

. .  . ' , ' : c  . . 
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In  the  ex tens ive  basement wi th  i t s  massive g r a n i t e - & a l l s t h & k e  s u r v i v f .  
two r a i s e d  panel  doors  of e igh teen thycen tu ry  s t y l e ,  which were appa ren t ly  
r e t a ined  frdni t h e  e a r l y  house. Nb' o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  f a b r i c  appears  t o  remain, 
howeve: : ~. . 

I . . , . .  1 .:11 1 : . [ . , i t . :  

Camden i s  d ramat i ca l ly  loca ted  on a  high bank,of  the  Rappahannock River and 
i s  approached by a long avenue a c r o s s  the broad f l a t  bottom-land. 
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Camden property description: 

Boundary following the southern bank of the Rappahonnock River to mouth 
of m a  creek. Following creek to intersection with R t .  17.  Following 
R t .  17 to intersection with Rt. 686 and continuing in a northwesterly 
l ine  with R t .  17 a7prox .25 miles, turning south to a fence l ine.  
Following fence i n  northwesterly direction to Rappahannock River. 
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5 r r T  EMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (include Peramage.. Date., E m r * .  Brc.) 

The present  Camden i s  b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  P r a t t  fami ly ' s  
co lon ia l  house which dated from c i r c a  1760. The e a r l i e r  house-
was a two-story frame s t r u c t u r e  on a b r i c k  foundation.  This  frame 
house was i n h e r i t e d  by W i l l i a m  Ca r t e r  P r a t t  who had i t  demolished 
c i r c a  1850 so  t h a t  he might bui ld  t h e  e x i s t i n g  house. For t h e-
des ign  of h i s  new house P r a t t  engaged t h e  s e r v i c e s  of a noted and 
a b l e  Baltimore a r c h i t e c t ,  Nathan G. Starkwether.  Construct ion of 
t h e  house was begun i n  1857 and completed i n  1859. A s  s t a t e d  by 
Richard Howland, ho he new Camden was one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  houses 
i n  Vi rg in ia  a t  t h e  t ime,  and t h e  most modern. Starkwether designed 
i t  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  V i l l a  S t y l e ,  then t h e  most fashionable  choice 
of t h e  c u l t i v a t e d  e a s t e r n  t a s t e .  He i n s t a l l e d  c e n t r a l  heat ing 
t h a t  was equipped a l s o  t o  c i r c u l a t e  cool a i r  i n  t h e  summer, gas  
l i g h t s  (and a p r i v a t e  gas  works), and running water  i n  every bed-
room. There were i n s i d e  t o i l e t s ,  a shower bath a s  w e l l  a s  t u b s ,  
and a profusion of c l o s e t s  and b u i l t - i n  cupboards. 1 ,  

Starkwether 's  c r e a t i o n  f o r  William Car te r  P r a t t  s t ands  a s  one 
of t h e  most complete and bes t  preserved I t a l i a n a t e  country houses 
i n  America. With t h e  exception of t h e  e l abora te  upper s to ry  of 
t h e  tower (destroyed by a c t i o n  from a Union gunboat i n  1863), 
Camden appears  today almost exact ly  a s  it does i n  Starkwether 's  
b e a u t i f u l  render ings ,  which a r e  framed and preserved a t  t h e  house. 

I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  Camden t r a c t  is archeologica l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  
f o r  i t  conta ins  t h e  s i t e  of a s i n g l e  house, probably occupied 
by one Indian family of t h e  late-seventeenth century .  This  s i t e ,  
which measures only t h i r t y  f e e t  by f o r t y  f e e t ,  has yielded a 
number of a r t i f a c t s  including p o t t e r y ,  p ieces  of tobacco p ipes ,  
i ron  t o o l s ,  and two s i l v e r  medals inscr ibed  "The King of ~ a c h o t i c k "  
and h he King of Patomeck:' r e spec t ive ly .  Many of t h e  a r t i f a c t s  
r e f l e c t  t h e  inf luence  of t h e  white  man upon the  Indian c u l t u r e ,  
while  t h e  s i l v e r  medals were probably g i f t s  of t h e  English s e t t l e r s  
t o  l e s s e r  t r i b u t a r y  Indians ,  o r  they may have served a s  passes 
f o r  t h e  c h i e f s  o r  t h e i r  messengers e n t e r i n g  t h e  s e t t l e d  p a r t s  of 
t h e  colony. 
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Camden was b u i l t  between 1857 and 1859 f o r  W i l l i a m  C. P r a t t  on 
t h e  s i t e  of a p r e v i o u s  frame r e s i d e n c e  on t h e  bank of t h e  Rappahan- 
nock R i v e r  n e a r  P o r t  Royal V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  Camden was 
t h e  Engl i sh -born  Nathan G. S t a r k w e t h e r  who a l s o  p r a c t i c e d  i n  P h i l a -  
d e l p h i a ,  B a l t i m o r e ,  and Washington.  Camden is  one of t h e  f i n e s t  
and most f u l l y  developed examples o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  V i l l a  s t y l e  which 
s o  c a p t u r e d  t h e  romant ic  s p i r i t  of  mid- 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  America. The 
house  is marked by b road ly  p r o j e c t i n g  e a v e s  suppor ted  by a s t r o n g l y  
s c a l e d  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e ,  and a l s o  by wide s e m i - c i r c u l a r  ve randahs  
f r o n t  and r e a r  and a s e m i - c i r c u l a r  c o n s e r v a t o r y .  The t o p  l e v e l  of 
t h e  tower  was s h o t  o f f  by a gunboat i n  t h e  C i v i l  War and was not 
r e p l a c e d .  Camden i s  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  because  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ' s  
o r i g i n a l  d rawings  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  house ,  and a l s o  because  t h e  house 
r e t a i n s  much o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i t u r e ,  d r a p e r i e s ,  c a r p e t i n g ,  and 
l i g h t  f i x t u r e s .  Mainta ined i n  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  
Camden is  n o t  open t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  
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S t a f f ,  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conuaission, James N. Moody, Jr. ,  ~ i r c c t o L  
4-
0 

OR=ANIIATION 

Virg in ia  I l i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conlmission 

As the de s igna t ed  Sta te  1.iaison Officer for the  Na- . 

t ional  Historic Preservat ion  Act of  1966 (Pub l i c  L a w  

69-665).1 hereby nominate t h i s  property for  inc lusron  

i n  t h e  National  Regis ter  nnd cer t i fy  tha t  i t  h a s  becn 

evalua ted  according to  the  cr i te r ia  a n d  procehrres s e t  

forth by t h r  National  Park Service.  T h e  recommended 

l eve l  of s igni f icance  of th is  nomination is:  

D A T E  

. Ju ly  29, 1969 

. .. . .  .' ,. ,. . . . . . . 
I hercbv cer t i fy  that  t h i s  property i s  included i n  the  

Register. 

dG;,., / / , I / ;  4:. 
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/ .A .f,:,/,f ,L(' (6' 
Chie f ,  O f l i c e  o f  Archeology and Historic ~res'Lrvation 

' National 0 Stato Q L o c a l  

Nam 

D r . .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
T i t l e  V i rg in ia  l l i s t o r i c  Landmrks C o m i  
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