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Santee,  i n  Carol ine County, i s  a  handsomely s i t u a t e d ,  remarkably well-preserved formal 
p l a n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century.  One approaches t h e  house by a  road t h a t  
winds through woods and opens i n t o  an antebellum park. I'he house s i t s  on a  g ras sy  kno l l  
wi th  a  copse of  anc ien t  t r e e s  before  i t ,  through which a  v i s t a  t o  a  small  l a k e  was made. 

The p l a n t a t i o n  house i s  a  two-story, double-pi le ,  cent ra l -passage  bu i ld ing  with a  two- 
s t o r y  e l l  a t  t h e  r e a r .  B u i l t  of  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, t h e  f ive-bay s t r u c t u r e  has 
t a l l ,  a t t enua ted  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and is  crowned by a  low hipped roo f .  The windows 
have l a r g e  s ix-over-s ix  sashes  and a r e  topped by white-painted s tone  l i n t e l s  ornamented 
with pate.rae. The f r o n t  door i s  f lanked by s i d e l i g h t s  and surmounted by a  handsome 
e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t .  A t  one time t h e r e  was a  doorway t o  t h e  upper l e v e l  of a  two-story, 
l a t e -n ine teen th -cen tu ry  porch i n  t h e  c e n t e r  bay of t h e  second f l o o r ,  but  t h i s  has been 
converted t o  a  window and t h e  porch replaced  by a  t e t r a s t y l e  Doric porch more i n  keeping 
with t h e  s t y l e  of t h e  house. A modi l l ion  co rn ice  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  f r o n t  po r t ion  of t h e  
house, 

The four-bay e l l  may be e a r l i e r  by a  few yea r s  than  the  main block which was b u i l t  around 
1820. The e l l  i s  f r a m e , w i t h  b r i c k  nogging which has been exposed by t h e  removal of  the  
e x t e r i o r  c ladding ,  and i t  f e a t u r e s  a  molded corn ice ,  a  gable  roo f ,  and an < n t e r i o r  end 
chimney with a  co rbe l l ed  cap.  

The most no tab le  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  of   an tee's i n t e r i o r  is  i t s  curved s t a i r ,  which 
has a  round b a n i s t e r  and two c y l i n d r i c a l  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r ead ,  and i s  s c r o l l e d  a t  t h e  
base. Sawn b racke t s  embel l i sh  the  open s t r i n g ,  and t h e  f l u s h  dado with molded cap used 
i n  the  passage i s  c a r r i e d  up t h e  s t a i r .  The r e a r  end of t h e  passage i s  rounded t o  
conform t o  t h e  shape of  t h e  s t a i r ,  and consequenJly the  doors t h e r e  a r e  s l i g h t l y  curved. 

The no r theas t  p a r l o r  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  decorated wi th  a  s t r i k i n g  niantel c o n s i s t i n g  
of two f l u t e d  m r i c  c o l o n e t t e s  suppor t ing  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks wi th  e l l i p t i c a l  sunburs t  
pa t e rae ,  f l ank ing  a  f r i e z e  embellished with bands of bold riioldings; A s h e l f  t h e  width 
of t h e  chimney b r e a s t  tops  t h e  whole, and an a r c h i t r a v e  overmantel panel wi th  double 
c r6Se t t e s  completes the  composition. A d e n t i l  corn ice  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room, and 
t h e  window and door frames a r e  symmetrically molded with pa te rae  i n  t h e  corner  blocks,  
a  t reatment  appl ied  uniformly throughout the  house. A s i m i l a r  decora t ive  scheme t o  
t h a t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  p a r l o r  appears  i n  t h e  northwest par lor .  The chimney p iece  i s  a  
l i t t l e  l e s s  e l a h o r a t e ,  l ack ing  t h e  pa te rae  and some of t h e  molding elements of  the  
f r i e z e  and s h e l f .  

The o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  bu i ld ing  a t  Santee  s t ands  d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  e l l .  It i s  a two-story, 
four-bay, gable-roofed bu i ld ing  wi th  i n t e r i o r  end chi.mneys and i s  b u i l t  o f  b r i ck  l a i d  
i n  three-course  American bond. It has a  two-roo? plan wi th  opposed f r o n t  and r e a r  doors 
i n  t h e  e a s t  room and a  s i n g l e  f r o n t  door in t h e  west. The s t r a i g h t - r u n  s t a i r s  r i s e  
aga ins t  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  i n  t h e  west room. The i n t e r i o r  has  been ex tens ive ly  remodelled, 
and the west fireplace r e b u i l t ,  bu t  t h e  e a s t  room r e t a i n s  a  massive f i r e p l a c e  wi th  
a  segmental-arched f i r ebox .  

East  of t h e  house i s  an e a r l y  s t a b l e ,  gable- roofed ,  b u i l t  o f  briclc l a i d  i n  f ive-course  
American bond. Severa l  hundred yards f u r t h e r  c a s t  su rv ives  one of a  group of e i g h t  o r i g -  
i n a l  s l a v e  houses. This i s  a  s tory-and-a-half  br ick  buildi.ng with a  gable  roof .  The 
hous::s werc o r i g i n a l l y  arrangcd along a  s t r e e t  i n  four  p a i r s  of opposing houses, w i th in  
s ight .  o f ,  but a t  a  d i s t a n c e  from, the  main house. DTU 

. . (See Cont inuaLion Sheet #lj 
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The a c r e a g e  i r ~ c l i ~ d e d  i n c o r p o r a t e s  tile s c e n i c  park  around t ~ h e  house ,  t h e  s c e n i c  
approach  t h r o u g i ~  t h e  woods from t h e  p u b l i c  r o a d ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o u t b u i l d i . n g s ,  ancl 
the one s u r v i v i n g  s l a v c ~  house  t o  t h e  c a s t  of t h e  pond. The s t e e p  sl .ope t o  Lhc 
n o r t h  o i  titc house i s  i n c l u d c d  a s  t h e  ho[rse s i t e  was s c . l e c t e d  f o r  i.ts con~mandinf: 
view o f  t h e  Rappahannock Val1c.y. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Santee i n  Carol ine  County, a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h e  prominent F i t zhughand  Gordon f a m i l i e s  f o r  
over 250 yea r s ,  i s  a n  outs tanding  example of  a  formal p l a n t a t i o n  of ear ly-n ine teenth-  
c e n t u r y  Tidewater Virg in ia .  The handsome house, i t s  e a r l y  k i t chen ,  s t a b l e ,  and s l a v e '  
house, and t h e  verdant  park present  a  reinarkable glimpse of  antebellum l i f e  along the  
Rappahannock River a t  i t s  most prosperous. 

Yhe land which inc ludes  t h e  p resen t  Santee was patented by John B a t t a i l e  I (circa 1660- 
1704), who emigrated t o  America around 1684. It passed t o  h i s  son John I1 (1695-1732) 
and thence t o  John 11's daughter  Sarah ,  who married Henry Fi tzhugh (d. 1782) i n  17Lt7. 
Their son John B a t t a i l e  Fi tzhugh owned t h e  proper ty  i r o n  t h e  death of  h i s  pa ren t s  u n t i l  
h i s  owrr de~iiise i n  1803, when i t  passed t o  h i s  b ro the r  B a t t a i l e  Fi tzhugh (before  1.782-1836), 
who c rea t ed  t h e  p resen t  Santee  plantat i .on.  For s e v e r a l  years ,  Carol ine  County tax  records  
charged him only  wi th  t h e  ownership of  1286 acres  oC l and .  I n  1813 t h e  t r a c t  was f i r s t  
l i s t e d  a s  t h e  one "where he l i ves . "  I n  1817, he added 166 acres  t o  h i s  hold ing ,  followed 
by a n o t l ~ e r  300 ac res  the  nex t  year .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1820, t h e r e  was a  s e p a r a t e  v a l u a t i o n  

: o f  t h e  bu i ld ings ,  recording  them as being worth $1700. It seems l i k e l y  t h a t  Fi tzhugh 
i e rec t ed  t h e  frame e l l  be fo re  1817 and l i v e d  i n  i t  whil; t h e  main block, f i n i s h e d  by 1820, 
;was being b u i l t .  I 

' ~ t  Fi tzhugh 's  dea th  t h e  proper ty  passed t o  h i s  w i f e  E l i zabe th  Tal iafe .rro.  I n  1838, another  
inc rease  i n  val.uation occurred wi th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  two b r i c k . b u i l d i n g s ,  probably t h e  

i c i t chen  and t h e  s t a b l e ,  t o  t h e  e s t a t e .  Pa tsy  Fi tzhugh and her  husband Samuel Cordon of 
Kcnrnore, i n  Fredericksburg,  i n h e r i t e d  Santee from her  mother. It was dur ing  t h e i r  tenure ,  
' i n  t.he winter  of  1862-1863, t h a t  a  detackqent  of  Gen. lhomas "Stonewnll" Jackson's t roops  
camped i n  the  Santee woods near  the  p resen t  road. Gordon was nervous about t h e  s a f e t y  

' o f  h i s  park and r e p o r t e d l y  e l i c i t e d  from t h e  conlmanding o f f i c e r  a  promise t h a t  t h e  t r e e s  
would not  be c u t  f o r  firewood. 
! 

Descendants of t h e  Fitzhugh-Gordon f ami l i e s  owned Santee unti.1 wel l  i n t o  t h e  twen t i e th  
century.  It was vacant  from 1931 u n t i l  1.943, a t w h i c h  time i t  was s o l d  o u t  of  t h e  family.  
The prcscnt  owners, M r .  and M r s .  John G .  C a s t l e s ,  bought the  house i n  19+5 and r e s t o r e d  i t .  
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