


' 17. DESCRIPTION 
1 1 IChsck One) 

I n  a l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  some t h i r t y - f i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r  h i s t o r i c  
i n t e r e s t  remaining i n  t h e  town, and nea r ly  a l l  o f  these  d a t e  from e i t h e r  
the  e igh teen th  o r  ea r ly -n ine teen th  c e n t u r i e s .  Unfortunately t h e  town i s  
now i~ a d e c l i n e ,  and s e v e r a l  of the  most important s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  e i t h e r  

. 'vacant  o r , i n  v e r y  poor repa.ir: .  Few la , te-nineteent l i  -or '  b e n t S e t h  century  
s t r u c t u r e s  have been b u i l t  i n  Por t  Royal, and those which do e x i s t  a r e  of  
such 'simple' 'design acf l io t  to '  d e t t a c t  from the  h i s t o r i c  chakifkt'er 'of t h e  
town. 
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CONDlTION 

DESCRIBE T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( ( 1  h ~ " . n )  P H I S I C A L  A P P E A R I N C E  

The town o f  Por t  Royal is l a i d  out  on a  g r i d  p lan  and c o n s i s t s  of  
approximately a  dozen blocks wi th  e i g h t  p r i n c i p a l  s t r e e t s .  It  is bounded 
on the no r th  by the  Rappahannock River, on t h e  west by U. S. Route 301, and 
on the south  and e a s t  by open f i e l d s .  Some u n a t t r a c t i v e  cormnercial 
development i s  loca ted  on Route 301; however, the  former p r i n c i p a l  
commercial s t r e e t ,  King S t r e e t ,  is now almost e n t i r e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l .  King 
S t r e e t  extends the  e n t i r e  length  of  t h e  town and ends on t h e  no r th  a t  the  
Rappahannock River where t h e  wharves f o r  t h e  p o r t  formerly were loca ted .  
S t i l l  remaining on King S t r e e t  is the  e ighteenth-century  Fox's Tavern, the  
now vacant  mid-nineteenth century  Masonic Hall  ( t he  Masonic Lodge was f i r s t  
cha r t e red  i n  Por t  Royal i n  1755, making it t h e  second o l d e s t  lodge i n  
Vi rg in i a ) ,  and t h e  e ighteenth-century  frame mansion of  t h e  Brockenbrough 
family,  the  i n t e r i o r  woodwork of which is now disp layed  i n  t h e  William 
Rockhil l  Nelson Ga l l e ry  of  A r t ,  Kansas C i ty ,  Missouri.  On Water S t r e e t ,  
which p a r a l l e l s  the  r i v e r ,  s t and  t h e  enlarged Hipkins-Carr House which 
con ta ins  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o l k  murals i n  i t s  l i b r a r y ,  t h e  now dese r t ed  and decay 
Gray House wi th  i ts  outs tanding  l a t e -e igh teen th  century  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, 
and the  Federal  frame mansion of t h e  L igh t foo t  family. Also loca ted  on 
Water S t r e e t  is S t .  p e t e r ' s  Episcopal Church (circa 1836),  an ex t r ao rd ina ry  
l i t t l e  Greek temple-form bu i ld ing  wi th  a l l  Gothic d e t a i l .  Behind t h e  
church i s  t h e  r e c t o r y ,  p a r t s  o f  which d a t e  from the  c o l o n i a l  period.  
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Among t h e  prominent r e s i d e n t s  of Por t  Royal have been the  Reverend 
Jonathan Boucher, a  noted e ighteenth-century  author ;  Professor  George 
Fitzhugh, e a r l y  prophet of  a n  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  South; Captain S a l l y  
Tompkins, the  only lady Confederate o f f i c e r  of the War; and, more 
r e c e n t l y ,  the  l a t e  Thomas T. Waterman, prominent V i rg in i a  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
h i s t o r i a n .  
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The town of Por t  Royal was o f f i c i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by an a c t  of  the  Virg: 
Council  i n  October,  1744. Richard T a l i a f e r r o  was author ized  t o  survey 
t h e  town s i t e ,  and a  group of  seven men, inc luding  William Beverley 
and Lunsford Lomax, were named t r u s t e e s  t o  convey l o t s  t o  purchasers .  
Largely s e t t l e d  by Scots ,  the  town was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  Por t  Roy a s  
i t  was loca ted  nea r  ROY'S  tobacco warehouse, a n  es tab l i shment  owned 
by a  Thomas Roy. A tobacco warehouse had been loca ted  on the  s i t e  
s i n c e  the  l a t e - seven teen th  century .  The town had a n  e x c e l l e n t  harbor ,  
and dur ing  the  e igh teen th  century  enjoyed a  prosperous tobacco t r a d e  
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  England. I n  1745, the  Por t  Royal merchants formed a  gui ld 
t o  promote commerce, thus i n  f a c t  c r e a t i n g  one of the  e a r l i e s t  chambers 
of cormnerce i n  America. 
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I n  t h e  l a t e -e igh teen th ' cen tu ry  Por t  Royal had been important enough 
t o  be considered a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e  f o r  the  United S t a t e s  c a p i t a l .  

. , Hqwever, the  town's prosper , i ty  was ec.1.ipsed i n  ,the- n ine teen th  century  
when t h e  r a i l r o a d s  superceded t h e  r i v e r s  a s  the  p r i n c i p a l  channels 

. . , o f  Tidewater commerce. As a  r e s u l t ,  Por t -Royal  saw l i t t l e  of the  
cormerc ia l  growth and expansion experienced by most p o r t  c i t i e s  
dur ing  the  n ine teen th  century .  Yet i t  was not  allowed t o  decay s e r i o u s  
u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  being transformed ins t ead  i n t o  a  small  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o m u n i t y .  Thus the  town today possesses a notable  c o l l e c t i o n  of  
e igh teen th  and ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  s t r u c t u r e s  wi th  few modern 
i n t r u s i o n s .  Furthermore, Por t  Royal is extremely s i g n i f i c a n t  because 
i t  is  one of  the  few c o l o n i a l  Tidewater towns t o  be contained e n t i r e l y  
w i t h i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  boundaries and t o  r e t a i n  a  semblance of  i t s  e a r l y  
atmosphere and appearance without  the  b e n e f i t  of r e s t o r a t i o n  o r  s p e c i a l  
p ro tec t ion .  
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D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
~ , t l , V i r g i n i a  Historic Landmarks C o m i  

Keeper of The Nationel Register 

Campbell, T. E. ,  Colonial  Caroline. Richmond, Va. :  The Dietz Press, 
Incorporated, 1954. 

Wingfield, Marshall, A History of Caroline County, Virginia.  Richmond, 
Va.:  Trewet Chris t ian  & Co., Inc., 1924. 
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I 
~d the designated s ta te  Liaison Officer for the Na- 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the 
tictiel ~ i s t o r i c  preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

National Register. 
89665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 
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in the ~ a t i o n s l  Register and certify that it has been ! 

to the criteria and procehres set 

forth by IHP National Perk Service. 'l'W*commended Chief, of Archeology s n d ~ i s t o r i c  pIerervsfian 
level of ~ i ~ n i f i c a n c e  of this nomination is: 

National State Local . , 
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