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7, Description - 
Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
X good - ruins 2 altered -moved date N /A 

- falr - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The Carrol l  County Courthouse i s  located on t h e  ea s t  s ide  of U, S. Route 52 i n  H i l l sv i l l<  

the county seat .  The courthouse s i t e  is s l igh t ly  elevated, glving the building a monumental 
qual i ty .  The s t ruc ture  was planned and constructed from 1870-1875 a f t e r  the  specifications 
approved by the county board of supervisors and combines t he  t r ad i t i ona l  arcade and porticoed 
courthouse schemes i n  i t s  design. This interest ing blending may hhave been due t o  a conserva- 
t i v e  leaning on behalf of the  group of four,  led by Col. I ra  B. Coltrane, who designed the 
building. 

The facade (west) f ron ts  on the main s t r ee t .  It is distinguished by a two-story pedi- 
mented port ico i n  the  Doric order. The entablature has the l e t t e r i n g  "Carroll County Court- 
house, Hi l l sv i l l e ,  Virginia." The eaves of the  pediment, l i k e  the r e s t  of the  roof l ine ,  a r e  
bracketed. Sheltered by the port ico,  the  main entrances a r e  contal'ned within round arches 
with stone voussoirs. The keystones a r e  capped by the c i rcu la r  heads of t i e  rods. The 
main entrance, located i n  the  cen t ra l  arch, cons is t s  of a transomanc?-si'delight doorway framei 
by simple archi t rave t&. The entrance .. . . is flanked'by $awed dpen-well s t a i r s  t h a t  ascend 
from the arches t o  thesebond-floor courtroom. ~ a c h  &air has a turned newel., turned balus- 
ters, and a rounded handrail.  The doors a t  t he  top of t h e  s t a i r &  a r e  modern.. 

The principal openings a r e  topped by f l a t  l i n t e l s  with turned corner blocks. Fenestratii 
within the arcade has p la in  2/2 hung sash, while t he  windows above have 8/8 hung sashes. 
The building's  remaining fenestra t ion consis t& of 6/6 hung sash and elongated 12/12 hung sash 
The gable roof i s  crowned by an octagonal cupola w i t h  weatherboarded panels a l ternat ing with 
hung-sash windows. Topping the cupola is  a fancy wooden f i n i a l .  

The plan of the courthouse is basical ly  unchanged, although the in t e r io r  fabr ic  has been 
extensively a l te red .  The c l e rk ' s  o f f i ce  and county administrative o f f i ce s  a r e  located on the 
f i r s t  f loor .  The courtroom and court-related of f ices  occupy the second f loor .  A l a t e r  one- 
s tory  addit ion dominates the  rear  (east )  e lwat ion .  The north wing has a l so  been enlarged. 

The f ron t  lawn of the building is pleasantly landscaped, while a Confederatemenorial 
s t a tue  keeps s i l e n t  v i g i l  over the  town's Main Street .  An or ig ina l  stone wall i n  f ron t  of 

the  building has been stuccoed, and the or ig ina l  wrought-iron gate  remains i n  place. 
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6. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning 

X- 
landscape architecture- religion 

- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 &architecture - education - military - social/ 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 

1800-1899 -commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- - communications - industry X pOlitics/government transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1870-75 BuilderIArchitect Col. I r a  Coltrane, Builder  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Car ro l l  County Courthouse is a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a publ ic  e d i f i c e  t h a t  
combines two t r a d i t i o n a l  courthouse plansr t h e  arcaded plan and t h e  t e m p l e p o r t i c o  plan. 
Both courthouse types w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  used by Jef fersonian  workmen i-n Piedmont and Southside 
Virgin ia ,  and t h e  C a r r o l l  courthouse is i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  makkng u s e  of them long a f t e r  they 
had passed o u t  of fashion. The courthouse was b u i l t  by a l o c a l  bu i lde r ,  Col.. Ira B. Coltrane, 
according t o  h i s  p lan ,  accept.& by t h e  county board of supervisors .  It is t h e  second court- 
house bui ld ing of C a r r o l l  County, which was formed from G r a p o n  Cqunty i n  1842. The csurthou: 
was t h e  scene of t h e  fanous H i l l s v i l l e  massacre of March 14,  1812, i n  which f i v e  persons, in- 
cluding t h e  p res id ing  judge, were k i l l e d  i n  a  courtroom b a t t l e .  

. ~ .. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

- 
C a r r o l l  County, formed from t h e  southwestern p a r t  of Grayson County i n  1842, was descr ib-  

ed by Henry Howe i n  1845 a s  "a wild andmountainous t r a c t .  . .watered by t h e  New River." 
Howe a l s o  noted t h a t  Grayson Sulphur Spr ings  "are now wi th in  t h e  l i m i t s  of t h i s  county . . . 
and a t t r a c t  more v i s i t o r s  than could have been expected from its ( s i c )  ?emote loca t ion  ... they 
a r e  i n  t h e  mids t  of scenery of a  remarkably wild and romantic charac ter .  . . a region . . . 
abounding wi th  f i s h  and a v a r i e t y  of game."1 Pr io r  t o  t h e  countyes formation, t h e  r e s iden t s  

who l i v e d  i n  t h i s  most remote b u t  scenic  p r e c i n c t  of Grayson County became increas ingly  d is -  
pleased with t h e  long, hazardous t r i p  they were forced t o m k e  t o  t h e  county s e a t  t o  a t tend 
cour t ,  t r a n s a c t  business,  and vote.  I t  wasn't,.however, u n t i l  a  neurcomer, John Car ro l l ,  an 
Ir ish-born gentleman w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  announced h i s  candidacy f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
and promised t o  sponsor a  B i l l  t o  c r e a t e  a  new county t h a t - t h e  thought of separa t ion  occurred 
In  a b i t t e r  campaign h e  defeated t h e  incumbent, John B l a i r ,  who was powerful and well estab- 
l i shed .  A s  promised, C a r r o l l  presented t h e  Grayson County l e g i s l a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  es- 
tablishment of a  new county t o  a  Camnittee o,P:Propositions and Grievances i n  March 1840. The 
b i l l  was passed i n  January 1842 over the strenuous ob jec t ions  of h i s  enemy, B l a i r ,  and many 
unhappy Grayson County r e s i d e n t s  who feared  they would be forced t o  change t h e  loca t ion  of 
t h e i r  own courthouse town: " s u i t a b l e  and pub l i c  bui ld ings  were erec ted  wi th in  t h e  l a s t  few 
years  f o r  $10,000. . . a commodious courthouse of b r i ck  with wings. . . a strong b r i ck  j a i l .  

F- . . t h e  payments a r e  sca rce ly  warm i n  t h e  pockets of  t h e  contractors ."2 The l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t ,  

passed on January 17, 1842, s t a t e d  t h a t  the new county was t o  "be c a l l e d  and known by t h e  nami 
of Car ro l l .  . . i n  memory of Charles C a r r o l l  of Carrol l ton."  A t  t h a t  time he  was t h e  s o l e  
survivor o f  t h e  s igners  of t h e  Declarat ion of  Independence. John Carroll. had suggested t h e  
name, be l ieving it would a l s o  honor him, t h e  b i l l ' s  sponsor. The a c t  designated H i l l s v i l l e  
a s  t h e  courthouse town and required t h e  f i r s t  meeting of  t h e  j u s t i c e s  of t h e  peace t o  be a t  
t h e  res idence  of James S ta f fo rd  i n  Hillsville. 

The f i r s t  c o u r t  was held on June 6, 1842. The next day, "The Court doth order  t h a t  t h e  
publ ic  bui ld ings  f o r  t h e  County of Car ro1 l )be  located  on t h e  lands of John Tipton. . . t h a t  

(See Continuation Sheets #1,2) 














