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p. DESCRIPTION 1 

Charles City County Court House is a one-story T-shaped s t ruc ture  of brick 
l a id  i n  Flemish bond both above and below the f inely molded water table.  
Rubbed brick is found a t  the corners of the building and i n  the jambs of 
the windows and arches. Gauged brickwork i s  found i n  the segmental arches 
over the windows and i n  the round arches of the arcade. The e n t i r e  s t r u c t  
i s  surrounded by an apparently or ig ina l  modillion cornice above which is 
a steep hipped roof covered i n  t i n .  During the extensive a l t e r a t ions  
undertaken on the building the f i v e b a y  arcade across the front of the 

I building was enclosed and windows were ins ta l led  i n  the voids. A 1 1  of the 
I 
I or ig ina l  window openings except for  the two in  the ea s t  arm of the T have 

been lowered several  courses and have l o s t  t he i r  o r ig ina l  sash. The two 
unaltered windows have nine-over-nine sash with wide muntins. A simple 
one-story f ront  porch has been added to  the south end of the building 
which now has a door c u t  i n t o  i t  which is used as the main entrance of 
the building. 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

Hardly any o r ig ina l  woodwork remains on the i n t e r i o r  of the building 
except f o r  the archi t raves  and doors of the chambers in the T. Each of 
these rooms have f i replaces  but t he i r  chimneys a r e  replacements, The 
walls i n  both these rooms a r e  bare plas ter .  The judge's bench is now 
located across what was the center  arch of the ex te r ior  arcade. No 
or ig ina l  court  furnishings appear to  remain. 

The area around the courthouse contains a Confederate monument, a late- 
nineteenth century c l e rk ' s  o f f i ce  with l a t e r  addit ions,  and a - 1867 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  SICNIFICINCE (Include Psr.Waas.. D.I.., E l n l . .  El=.) 

Named f o r  Prince Charles who l a t e r  became King Charles I ,  the  Charles  C i ty  
Corporat ion was e s t ab l i shed  i n  1618, and became Charles Ci ty  County i n  
1634 when the  colony was divided i n t o  e i g h t  "shires". This o r i g i n a l  
s h i r e  o r  county contained lands on both s ides  of the  James River b e t w e n  
James C i ty  County on the  e a s t  and Henrico County on the west ,  and extended 
t o  the  south  and west f o r  an i n d e f i n i t e  d i s t ance .  

I t  is bel ieved t h a t  the  f i r s t  county s e a t  was located a t  Ci ty  Poin t ,  
o r i g i n a l l y  known a s  Charles C i t y  Point ,  now p a r t  of the  modern c i t y  of 
Hopewell. I n  1639 the  cour t  was meeting on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of the  r i v e r  
a t  Westover P lan ta t ion ,  and f o r  t h e  remainder of the  seventeenth century 
the  c o u r t  a l t e r n a t e d  between s i t e s  on both s i d e s  of the  James. I n  1702 
the  County was divided i n t o  two s e c t i o n s  - the  por t ion  below the  James 
becoming Pr ince  George County, and the  nor th  s i d e  of the  r i v e r  r e t a i n i n g  
the  name Charles C i ty  County. The cour t  continued t o  meet i n  the  o ld  
courthouse a t  Westover u n t i l  dfrca-1730-whell.thecounty s e a t  was moired t o  
i t s  p resen t  and more cen t ra l i zed  loca t ion  on the  r i v e r  road between 
Williamsburg and Richmond. Because the  Charles C i ty  c o u r t  records were 
destroyed dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War the  cons t ruc t ion  d a t e  of the  present  
courthouse i s  unce r t a in  but  i t  is bel ieved that i t  was b u i l t  i n  the  e a r l y  
1730's.  The s i m i l a r i t y  between the  brickwork of the  courthouse and t h a t  
of nearby Westover has caused exper ts  t o  assume the  two s t r u c t u r e s  were 
e rec ted  by the  same bu i lde r .  

The courthouse was r i f l e d  during the  C i v i l  War and was r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  
i n  the  years  following. Fortunately the  a l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  r e c t i f i a b l e  by 
c a r e f u l  r e s t o r a t i o n .  Despite these changes the  Charles C i ty  Courthouse 
is probably the  most soph i s t i ca t ed  surviv ing  example of the  small  group 
of arcaded f r o n t  c o l o n i a l  courthouses. The county s e a t  has never been 
c o m e r c i a l l y  developed, causing the  courthouse t o  r e t a i n  i t s  i s o l a t e d  
s e t t i n g  a t  a country crossroads,  much as i t  was i n  c o l o n i a l  times. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ns- 

t i m a l  Histotic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89665). 1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register end certify that i t  hss been 

evaluated according t o  the  criteria and proce+,ry f q t  

fwth by the National Perk Service. h e  recommended 

level of significsnce of this nomination is: 
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