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a .  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Sherwood Forest ,  whimsically named by the 
ten th  President, who considered himself a s  much a p o l i t i c a l  outlaw as  
Robin Hod,  was John Tyler ' s  home during the l a s t  20 years of h i s  l i f e .  
H i s  dream of a quiet  family l i f e  a t  Sherwo~d Forest, which a t ta ined  
momentary r e a l i t y  when he l e f t  t he  White House i n  1845, was shattered 
within the next decade and a half .  The disruption of the Union ca l led  
him in to  public l i f e  again, and he died i n  the service of h i s  S t a t e  
ea r ly  i n  1862. 

a Un01tmm.d 
-- 

Tyler purchased the e s t a t e ,  o r ig ina l ly  ca l led  Creek Plantation,  
from Col l ie r  Minge i n  1842. I t  comprised some 1,200 acres  of land and 
was located only a shor t  distance from h i s  birthplace,  Greenway. 
Improvements included a 2h-story frame dwelling, b u i l t  i n  1780, with 
various outbuildings. Tyler b u i l t  a covered colonnade t o  connect the  
main house with the kitchen and laundry t o  the  eas t ,  adding a corres- 
ponding west wing t o  serve a s  a ballroom and a pr ivate  of f ice .  Sherwood 
Forest  thus became unusual a rch i tec tura l ly  i n  tha t ,  though only one 
room i n  thickness, it was some 300 f e e t  long. 

O Moved 0 Origina l  Si l *  

The house, s t i l l  owned by members of the Tyler family, i s  l i t t l e  
changed from the time of the President ' s  occupancy. The 1,000-acre 
e s t a t e  includes a 12-acre yard surrounding the house, with a great  
var ie ty  of ancient t r e e s  and the remains of formal gardens. The house 
i s  furnished with or ig ina l  pieces and a number of family mementos. I t  
i s  open t o  v l s i t o r s  on weekdays. 

( i f  know") P H I S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

b. BOUNDARIES: ( ~ e c a u s e  of poor condition of property, boundaries of 
the landmark, a s  s t a t ed  below, have been reduced t o  about 40 acres  
ra ther  than the or ig ina l  1,200 acres.  Acreage within boundnry could 
and should be increased i f  property should l a t e r  be improved.) 

Beginning with a d i r t  road, located off  the  south s ide of Route 5, 
a t  a p i n t  about 10,400 f e e t  ea s t  of the junctions of Routen 61:) and 5, 
proceed e a s t  on Route 5 f o r  about 1,050 fee t ;  thence ~ o u t h  f o r  about 
1,200 f e e t ;  thence west f o r  obout 1,100 f e e t  t o  n small lakc; follow 
northern boundary of s a id  lake f o r  about 800 f e e t ;  thence north f o r  
about 1,800 f e e t  t o  Route 5; thence e a s t  on Route 5 f o r  about 1,300 
feet t o  point  of beginning. 
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This was the home of John Tyler, t en th  President of the United - ~ 

I States ,  during the l a s t  20 years of h i s  l i f e .  The house i s  l i t t l e  

changed from the time of the President ' s  occupancy. The 1,000 acre 
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Lyon G. Tyler, The Let te rs  and Times of the Tylers ( 3  vols., Richmond, - ---- 
1884-1896); Elizabeth V. Huntley, Peninsula Pilgrimage (~ichmond, 1941). 
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