


The p l a n t a t i o n  house a t  Sh i r l ey  i s  a  l a r g e ,  almost square ,  two and-a-half  
s t o r y  b r i ck  bu i ld ing  with a  mansard roo f ,  dormers, and two i n t e r i o r  chimneys. 
On both the  land and r i v e r  f r o n t s  of the  house a r e  nea r ly  i d e n t i c a l  
t e t r a s t y l e ,  two-story peaimented po r t i coes .  It i s  thought t h a t  these  
po r t i coes  a r e  p a r t  of the  o r i g i n a l  des ign  of  the house, but t h a t  they have 
e i t h e r  been a l t e r e d  o r  r e b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  19th century .  The po r t ion  of 
the  facades covered by t h e  po r t i coes  i s  stuccoed. S h i r l e y ' s  brickwork i s  o  
the  f i n e s t  q u a l i t y ,  being l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  rubbed b r i c k  d res s ings  
around the  windows. Other a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  include 
a  water  t a b l e ,  b e l t  course ,  and f i n e  modil l ion co rn ice .  i 

I?. DESCRIPTION 

The outs tanding  f e a t u r e  o f  S h i r l e y ' s  notable  i n t e r i o r  i s  the superb three-  
s t o r y  s t a i r c a s e  wi th  i t s  walnut ba lus t r ade  and s c r o l l e d  s o f f i t s .  A l l  the  
f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms a r e  f u l l y  paneled, the  panel ing being among the  f i n e s t  
su rv iv ing  from t h e  c o l o n i a l  per iod .  A weal th of r i c h  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
ornament is found i n  a l l  the p r i n c i p a l  rooms, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  drawing 
room. 

CONDITION 

I N T E G R I T Y  

The complex of bu i ld ings  making up the  fo recour t  inc ludes  two L-shaped 
s t a b l e s  f l ank ing  the  no r th  en t rance  t o  t h e  courtyard and the  k i t chen  and 
o v e r s e e r ' s  house which enclose  the  south  s i d e  of the  cour t .  The l a t t e r  
two bu i ld ings  a r e  two-story b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e s  wi th  s t e e p  gable roo f s .  An 
e a r l y  b r i ck  dovecote s t ands  t o  t h e  no r th  of  the courtyard whi le  the  main 
house te rminates  t h e  c o u r t  a t  t h e  south  end. 
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S T I T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Include PareOneBse. Dale.. E*snla .  El=. )  

The p resen t  Sh i r l ey  p l a n t a t i o n  i s  p a r t  of a 9,376 a c r e  t r a c t  patented 
by Edward H i l l  i n  1660. The name "Snir leyt '  probably der ived  from S i r  
Thomas Sher ley ,  the  fa ther - in- law of Lord Delaware who was one of the  
f i r s t  owners of  t h i s  proper ty  a s  e a r l y  a s  1613. The proper ty  descended 
t o  t h e  h e i r s  of  Edward H i l l ,  and f i n a l l y  t o  h i s  great-granddaughter ,  
E l i zabe th  H i l l ,  who married John Car t e r  of Corotoman i n  1723. This  
marriage e s t a b l i s h e d  the  Hi l l -Car t e r  l i n e .  

The p resen t  p l a n t a t i o n  house s tood complete i n  1770, and has remained 
t h e  s e a t  of the  C a r t e r  family ever  s ince .  Anne H i l l  C a r t e r ,  mother 
of Robert E. Lee, was born a t  Sh i r l ey  i n  1773, and Lee himself  was a 
f requent  v i s i t o r  there .  

Besides be ing  one of V i r g i n i a ' s  l a r g e s t  and f i n e s t  c o l o n i a l  mansions, 
the  Sh i r l ey  p l a n t a t i o n  house o f f e r s  a r a r e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  l i f e  of a 
d i s t ingu i shed  c o l o n i a l  family. The main f a b r i c  of t h e  house has  remained 
v i r t u a l l y  unchanged and has he ld  the  possessions of  the  family f o r  over  
two c e n t u r i e s .  Most of  these  possess ions ,  inc luding  f i n e  s i l v e r ,  ch ina ,  
f u r n i t u r e  and p o r t r a i t s ,  a r e  found i n  t h e  house today. 




