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to provide a living for its owner. §&o hard pressed was Byrd that on

with large-scale speculation in western lands.

is reputed to antedate the present house, stand nearby. Notable
features of the mansion include formal doorways in Portland stone on

instead of a deck; an off~-center main hall, utilizing one of the
exterior with full-length paneling and enriched plaster ceilings.

by Morrison the "finest old wrought iron gates in America," probably
made by Thomas Robinson, of London; an underground tunnel from the

the site of the first Westover Church, about 4OO yards west of the
house, where a number of prominent Virginians are buried, including
the first Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley, the first William Byrd and
his wife, and Capt. William Perry, who died in 1637; and the remains
of an old ice house. The mansion group was restored about 1920 and
came into possession of the present family shortly thereafter. It
appears to be in excellent condition.

the south by James River. Beginning on a dirt road, identified as

shoreline for about 8,800 feet; thence north for about 4,150 feet to
Route 633; thence in a northwesterly direction, following northern
boundary of Route 633,to point of beginning.

a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Located on one of the earliest of Virginia
piantations, first occupied in 1619, the present mansion was built by

William Byrd IT in the years 1730-34. Typieal of the tidewster tobacco
plantations, Westover was a vast 1,200-acre estate which barely sufficed

more than one occasion he had to sell land or Negroes to make ends nmeet.
Byrd, typical of his class, eked out his existence as a tobacco planter

The mansion, called by Morrison "perhaps the most famous Georgian
house in America," is noted for the quality of its construction and its
architectural completeness. The mansion proper ccnsists of a two-story
central section on a high hasement and two attached wings, the one to
the east a replacement of the original, which was destroyed during the
Civil War. Several dependencies, including the origlnal kitchen which

both main facades; a steeply pitched hip roof, rising to a sharp ridege

regularly spaced facade windows as a light source; and a finely detailed

Exterior features include three original gates, the central one called

house to the river bank; formal gardens, containing the grave of Byrd;

b. BOUNDARIES: Bounded on the north and east by Herring Creek and on

Route 633, at a polnt about 3,200 feet east of the junction of Routes 5
and 633, proceed in a northeasterly direction for about 3,150 feel to
the center of Herring Creek; follow center line of Herring Creek in an
easterly then southerly direction for about 14,150 feet to the eastern
tip of Ducking Stool Point; thence west along the James River (northern)
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAHON

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Luw
89-665), I hereby nominate this properiy for inclunion
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I hereby certify that this properiy is included in the
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