


|7.- DESCRIPTION R e T

CONDITION {Check One)
Excallent [} Good [H Falr O Deteriorated [ Ruins [ Unexposed [
INTEGRITY ~{Check One) . (Chack One)
Altared [] . Unaltered [ Moved [ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site is bounded on the south and west by the James River, and on the
north and east by Eppes Creek. The entire "particular plantation” of
Shirley Hundred In-The-Island is encompassed by the present property. The

ologically productive. On the western end of the island is the Shirley
Hundred village site near the present house. The swamp south of the house
contains a woodland site and an archaic site, both of which are extensive.
Slave quarters stand near the geographical center of the island adjacent
to the sites of other quarters. The two easternmost fields each contain
eighteenthrcentury house sites. The unmarked cemetery on the eastern end
of the island is reputed to be the early Eppes burial place. A boundary
ditch between fields four and five dates certainly from the eighteenth
century and probably from the seventeenth century. It is one of the best=
preserved boundary ditches in Vifginia. The field-outlines by which the
island is subdivided reflect some of the oldest extant property lines in
America., Each field was originally a separate farm, patented to early
settlers when private landholding was first introduced to Virginia. As
the Eppes family obtained title to the island during the early part of the
Colonial period, they retained the old property lines as field boundaries.
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{8. - SIGNIFICANCE .-

INSTRUCTIONS
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PERIOD (Check One or More a» Approptiais)
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15th Century O 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Knawr)

AREAS OF 31GNIFICANCE {Chpck One or More as Appropriate)
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE (include Peraonages, Dates, Events, Etc.}

Eppes Island has been occupied by successive generations of the Eppes
family since 1624, making it the oldest family farm in Virginia, still
owned by its original owners' descendants. Under the Virginia Company,
and under the Crown before the establishment of shires, the Charles
City Corporation was divided into "hundreds" for purposes of government.

"Each hundred was under the command of a captain who was tesponsible for

military and ¢ivil order. Shirley Hundred, one of the more prosperous,
was divided into two parts with a commander for each. The two parts
were described as "in the Island” and "in the Maine." By 1624 the
Eppes family was established on the Island, and William and Francis
Eppes are both described in that year as being of the Island. Over the
following years the Eppes family (descendants of Francis) bought out
the other landowners. 1In 1824 they purchased the last parcel from Hill
Carter, thereby consolidating the estate. The western end of the island
contains the only modern habitation, a house first buillt about 1790.

A site near the eastern end of the island (44Cc6) has been excavated
and was found to be that of another eighteenth-century house. Slave

quarters still stand in ruins. A site on the eastermmost field apparentlk

is that of still another eighteenth~century house. John Smith met
Opechancanough here in 1607, on his first voyage up the James. This
island was one of the Pamunkey chieftain's principal seats, Edmund
Ruffin commented in his Essay of Calcareous Manures that the soll of
Eppes Island was uniquely rich in Tidewater Virginia. Thig is one of
the few sites of particular plantations ('hundreds') from the period

of the Virginia Company which can be identified, and which is available
for archaeology by officially recognized groups. :
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NAME AND TITLE:
Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr,, Director
ORGANIZATION DATE
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Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building il -
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Riri'\mnnd Virginia _ 45
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certily that this property is included in the
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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