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i , S  A i f c r c d  l J , , o I t ~ , ~ d  c ~ r I < ~ i n a l  S I f c  i 
! 

r.%o o i i l c l r i n ~  ( i f  hn0xi.n) I I , ( Y S I C A L  AP+CAIIAIICI: -, 

,,. . .,-.,ots :.(? stands on a  rrooded h i l l  above tile C!iickahominy River iil the i 
s ? c . ; > : ~ j i  imyalated northeast  sect ion of Charles City County. Thc s i t e  
cc;::.:::;r.i;s an urispoiled viei.7 of the r i ve r  a i~d a  marsh, ca l led  Eagle 's  3ottc;n. 

i 
! 

5 2  ;:o~.se has sustained a l t e r a t ions ,  but nost  of i t s  f ine  ex t e r io r  SricX~.~ork 1 
an?. so:;,e i n t e r i o r  t r i m  remain in t ac t .  The three-bay brick s t r u c t u r e  wzs 07,s 

i 

07 an2 R I : ~  a  half  s t o r i e s  above basement u n t i l  ra ised by addi t ion of a  
I f r a e  1 

s c c ~ c d  s tory  i n  the nineteenth century. h t e r i o r  dimensions above watcr 
, t a i l c  are  44'4" by 20'8".  Tne center s t a i r  passage is flanked by s ing le  

i 

rao;;;s with an inier ior-end chimney st the north end and ex te r ior  chimney t o  
zhz soaV11. !:ith thc  exception of a  portion of the north  gable which i s  l a i d  
i:1 X c z i s h  bond, a l l  briclcv.rork i s  English bond. A unique fea ture  of tb.e ' ' .  I 
r,,J.d c: - e  - i s t h e  glazing of a l l  headers on the ea s t  and west facades, r e su l t i ng  I 

i n  a horizontal  s t r i a t e d  pat tern.  Thc f u l l  e f f ec t  of t h i s  t r ea tnen t  i s  no;g ! 
. . ..: .-< L-.,_;~,shed by a  peeling coat of white paint .  Random glazing i s  found or. t h e '  
. - 

g a i e  ends, aad 2 l i n e  of glazed headers follows the rake l i n e  of t h e  or ig ina l  
I roo:. The T-sheped c h i ~ n e y  shaf t s  a r z  topped with caps cons is t ing  of four 

a s  Tne s ides  of the ex te r ior  chjaney are  shouldered a t  t he  f i r s ;  and 
szcs,?.t s io ry  leve ls .  An unusual fea ture  of the  upper shouldering i s  - t:le ! 
s?1ay car r ied  around three  s ides  of the  chimney a t  the  saxe leve l .  1% a a s t  ' 
eigbtc-eath century e x a n l e s ,  any splay of t he  face is placed above tha t  of [ 
rhe si.les. A chir;lr,ey treatmexit s imilar  t o  :.fargots' i s  seen a t  t he  Geo-rge 

i X i  u s  an ea r ly  eighteenth century f r a e  house i n  Wil l imsburg.  i 
The beveled rgzter t ab l e  is l a i d  i n  a l te rna t ing  headers and s t re tc i ie rs r  1 

, A  c 2 . . . < 7 a r  
L course of beveled br icks  i s  employed as weathering under t he  l 

a  s i .  A l l  door and window arches have been replaced, azd soins - of I 
-- L ; . i  .. , 3riclcriork of the southern end has been r e b u i l t .  Ecter lor  doors, i r a n i s ,  ' 
.: ,, -..L sash a re  modern replacements. An end door t o  the  north  room i s  a lso 

I 

-'a< ... :L.,l, -.-. but i t  r.ay be i n  the  1,ocation of an o r ig ina l  opening. I 
The closed-s t r ingcr  s t a i r  with pulvinsted f r i e z c  i s  s imi la r  t o  ot>.er 

I 

-..-, ;,,L seventeenth o r  ear ly  e i g h t ~ e n t h  century exmplcs  a t  t he  I<eeling Fouse I 
i n  Virginia 3sach and the  Mason House i n  Accomac. The s t a i r  ascends co the 
secsn i  f loor  i n  tliree runs separated by two landings. Tile hand r a i l  i s  not i 
su;>;>o-ri.ed by ba lus te rs  as i n  the Keeling House an< the  >fason House, r a the r ,  ! 

I i 
a  riictar.gula~ cen:er r a i l  running p a r a l l e l  to  thc hand r a i l  and s t r i n g e r  
2a::nizts the  posts .  The r a i l  of thc main run i s  nex,7, but an o r i g i n a l  r a i l  
su r - i i vcs  i n  the s h o r t  run above. Boarzing below the 8t;inger i s  m ~ d c r ~ .  1 
.-*.. , - - -~ t .  A s n ~ a l l  four-panel door below the s t a i r  gives access to s teps  ' 

t o  t3e  b a s e ~ e n t ,  and a  l a rge r  door of the s a l e  form serves the  south rOGi.?. 
' 

3.. . ~ . . e  ei?trance froin the f i r s t  f l oo r  h a l l  i a t o  the  nortl1 room and t h e  nor;;-. I 
.-- - u  ,.., ~ . ~ ,  c lose t  a r c  hung v i t h  two-panel doors. These f o m  or<gi,nal doors zeta i l l :  
t k - l r  ea r ly  5lori.ated EL hinges. A l l  nan te l s  a r e  repiace.meats . 

Tine r:,ajor l a t e  aLdition t o  the  house i s  the  frame second f l o o r ,  zr. 
- 1 1. r-,.?zatioc t h a t  r i s a i ~ e d  i n  the loss  of the olrigiaai roo; Zraming. C-rcCe 

, , 

... s h e l t e r s  have been b u i l t  abovs the west door ailcl bork end doors, ;;..a "C C -"--- 

e  rase sir .&le rcon was added t o  t he  eas t .  Original briclcwork was SG: re-  ' 
Z W J ? ~  i n  construction of t h i s  room and the second f loo r .  
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Margots t yp i f i e s  the  s o l i d a r i t y  of the  fer.: surviving circa 1700 
mediun-sized houses of Tidewater Virginia,  and i t  =:hibits severa l  fea tures  1 

I not found on other  houses of the  ~ e r i o d .  Although the  construc:ion da te  , I and ea r ly  h i s to ry  have not been documented, the  house can be a t t r i b ~ t e d  t o  i 1 t he  l a t e  seventeenth o r  ea r ly  eighteenth century on s t y l i s t i c  evi2ence. 
I The three-bay elevat ion with one ex t e r io r  and one in te r io r -end  ' chini;ey i s  s imi la r  t o  other  Virsir.ia Iiouses of the  seventeenth and ea r ly  

eighteenth cen tur ies ,  but the  ex t e r io r  chii~ney does no t  have the  cxtrenely 
robust appearance of most seventeenth ceatury examples. The s t r a i t c d  I 
pa t t e rn  o f  the  glazed-header Engiish bond on the pr inc ipa l  facades i s  with- 

I out p a r a l l e l  i n  the  Com,omqealtil. The i n t e r i o r  is dis t inguished by a  f i n e  
I 

c losed-s t r ing s t a i r  with i n t c r e s t i ng  period d e t a i i s .  
Although the  bu i ld ing ' s  appearance has been defaced by addi t ions  of 

i 
i n f e r i o r  qua l i ty ,  the  cx t e r io r  br ick f ab r i c  is la rge ly  i n t a c t ,  n;ld the  
i n t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  soir~e of i t s  o r ig ina l  t r i m .  Tl~e bui lding i s  uzoccupied but 

/ i s  in bas i ca l l y  sound condit ion.  
I The ea r ly  h i s to ry  of Hargots Ls i ndc f in i t c  as a  r e s u l t  of des t ruc t ion :  

of most of Charles City County's colonial  records during fhc \,!ar Ectween 1 

/ t-he Sta tes .  The itnorm ownership i s  conplicated,  and rile property has been 1 1 '  lcnorm by a  va r i e ty  of nmcs  sincc? tlie i a t e  eighteenth century.  

I The f i r s t  reference t o  what appears t o  be the  Margots land i s  a  
/ patcnt issued to  John Dansey i n  1636 f o r  350 acres  "a mile  up Chiclcahoniny 
/ River on the  N. W. s i de  ca l l ed  by the  nme  Claye banlce, the  poi:;c Su t t ing  
/ S.  I.:. upon the  s a id  r i v e r  r i g h t  op?osite against  the  sun'ien marshes . . . 

m, 

i i i i li1e patent i s  given as being i n  3m.es City r a the r  than Charles Cicy County. 1 
This discrepancy may be an e r ro r  i n  county name o r  t he  r-esult of v a r i a t i o n s i  
5n the  county boundary l i n e s  i n  the  1630's. A 1686 patent t o  Francis Daccy, 

I f o r  287 acres  on the  west s i de  of the  Chic!tahominy River aay  a l so  r e f e r  t o  / tire :iiirzots land. 

! Thc c a r l i e s t  oi.mcr who can bc dd f in i t c ly  es tnbl ishcd f o r  :.:argo:o;s i s  
Vrancis Hardpan Dancy, who oxmed i325 acrcs tilerc i n  1732. 2% Fraacis I 
Dancy i s  recorded as serving in the  C';.rzlcs City Comnitcse of Safety ii: 
1774, and he was probsbly a  drscenlent o i  thc  sevcnteenCi1 cen:Gry 3;:lcyS 

I 
i ) ?rcvicusly  irisctioned. Dsec!s of 17% ire- F. I:. Dzncy t o  ECwar-2 I);;-.cy an i  ! 

, Lros. Cdiinard Drr,cy t o  john 3alizi-d describing 150 of tile 567 acrcs suXii0~~1Lii1~ 
/ the  housc r e f e r  t o  the  ;-,ro?srty as "M;?rgofs." The deed inakes refcrcncs  t o  j i / "ali houses, gardens . . .and apsurfcnce;." Yr.e renaicder of thc 507 acres ;  
i vas deeded t o  Bailard i n  separa te  l o t s ,  and there  a r e  fro r r ferences  t o  I 

1 / Suildings on the  l o t s .  

i i 
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! I n  1797, t h e  507 a c r e s  :.:crc s o l d  t o  ' h r n r r  C!-cistian, c l e r k  of  t h c  Char le  
C i ty  Cauaty Court ,  and i t  remaineh i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a n i l y  u n t i l  1836, by ~$?icfi 

I' proper ty  had increased  t o  704 a c r e s .  The e n t i r e  t r a c t  was c a l l e d  , 1 1 c -  .~ 
LL..)- 3an1cIi' a l though t h e  L a b  f a x i l y  p r o p r t y  t o  t h e  sou th  was a l s o  c a l l e d  by 

jti; ;lane. The Eag le ' s  Kest p r o s e r t y  is  elssrrhere r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "Upper Clay 
. A boundary d i s p u t e  i n  1850 r e s u l t e l  i n  a  survey o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  which 

I i s  ?he b a s i s  :or a l l  surveys s i n c e .  This survey,  done by Lycurgus L m b ,  i s  i n  
L.. l L t , L  Charles  C i t y  County Court House, P l a t  3ooX I, p. 101,  1850. Blake deeded 

l L??c r  Clay Bank t o  David Hansford i n  1854. Hansford h e d i a t e l y  s o l d  t h e  
p ro?s r ty ,  t hen  con ta in ing  730 a c r e s ,  t o  J ~ n i u s  Lavb, who owned C l a y S a n k  
z i ; s i n i n g  t o  t h e  south .  In  1864 Lamb deeded t h e  730 a c r e s ,  t h e n  c a l l e d  "Gravel 

7 . 7  - 1 ,  , . , a  name probably talcen from a  p a r t  of t h e  proper ty  c a l l e d  "Gravel ly H i l l "  
I I -  ... 2 1794 deed. The p r o p e r t y  passed through variot is  ownerships i n  t h e  rernainde 
; -;be n ine teen th  centuyy,  zzd b y  1889 i; ha2 besn  en la rged  b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  

- - -  
i - 32iu ac re  t r a c t  :cnow-n a s  "Carey's." C.  1,:. Beale purchased t h e  l2nd i n  1,933, 

' t i le house became known a s  "Eaole Lodge." I n  1973 t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  includi i lg  I YL 0 

, , 
e a r l y  house,  was s o l d  t o  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Coznission o f  Game and I n l a n d  

I *.  : 
f 

 cries by t h e  Beale Es ta t e .  
I I 
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