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 NAME 
HISTORIC . 

Woodburn ( P r e f e r r e d )  
AND/OR COMMON 

Woodbourne 

 LOCATION West s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route 618; 1.7 m i l e  NNW o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

STREET& NUMBER o f  S t a t e  Routes 5 and 618. 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Char les C i t y  ?- VICINITY OF F i r s t  ( P a u l  S. T r i b l e ,  Jr.) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1  Char les  C i t y  037 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC -OCCUPIED 

LBUILDINGISI XPRIVATE XUNOCCUPIEO 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH LWOR*. IV PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLlC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED 

 NO ' 

PRESENT USE 
'_AGRICULTURE. -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY X - 0 ~ n ~ ~ v a c a n t  

NAME 
Dr. and Mrs .  Joseph N e t i c k  

STREET& NUMBER 

508 Newoor t  Avenue 

W i l l i a m s b u r g  - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  23185 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRyOFOEEoS~ETC C h a r l e s  C i t y  County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

C h a r l e s  C i t y  V i r g i n i a  

 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m i s s i o n  Survey 
DATE 

1971, 1972, 1973, 1977 -FEDERAL %STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m m i s s i o n  
CITY.TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE , -EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED KUNALTERED  ORIGINAL SITE 

KGOOD -RUINS -.ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSEO 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Woodburn, j u s t  northwest  of  Charles  Ci ty  Court House, i s  an open t r a c t  of  land  
hidden among t h e  wooded scrublands  of  Charles C i t y  County. The house was b u i l t  z. 
1815 by John Tyler  who l a t e r  served as  t e n t h  P res iden t  of  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

The Woodburn p l a n t a t i o n  house i s  a  s t r i k i n g ,  t h ree -pa r t  frame s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  
of a  t a l l ,  two-story, three-bay c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  wi th  a  gable-end facade and f l ank ing  
chimneys, and two, low one-s tory ,  one-bay wings. The main s e c t i o n  i s  s e t  on a  
Flemish-bond basement, and t h e  wings a r e  supported on p i e r s .  The whole i s  c l a d  
wi th  beaded weatherboards- and covered wi th  standing-seam s h e e t m e t a l  w i th  a  box 
co rn ice  a t  t h e  eaves of  each s e c t i o n .  Nine-over-nine sash  a r e  used on the  f i r s t -  
f l o o r  windows, and s i x - o v e r - s i x - s a s h  on the  second; . louvred  b l i n d s  su rv ive  on a l l .  
of the windows-of , t he  facade.  The f r o n t  e n t r y  i s  decorated wi th  a  f r o n t i s p i e c e  
doorway consisting of - symmet r i ca l ly  molded p i l a s t e r s  w i th  consoles  f o r  caps and wi th  
a  band of  d e n t i l s  and bead moldings a t  the  corn ice .  The upper p a r t . o f  the  doorway 
i s  concealed by a  modern porch. Modern f u l l - l q n g t h  porches a l s o  s h e l t e r  the  f r o n t s  
of  the  wings; t h e s e  employ chamfered pos t s  from o r i g i n a l  o r  e a r l y  porches of s i m i l a r  
design.  

The p lan  of Woodburn i s  a  s imple one. A passage wi th  doors i n  t h e  f rontand end wa l l s  
and a  s t a i r  i n  t h e  southwest corner  runs across  the  f r o n t  of the  c e n t r a l  block, 
wi th  a  s i n g l e  room (with two smal l  s e r v i c e  rooms s e t  o f f  from it by mid-nineteenth- 
century  p a r t i t i o n s )  behind i t .  There is  one room i n  each wing. 

The main p a r l o r  i s  decorated w i t h  a  deep, sha rp ly  molded wooden co rn ice  (used through- 
o u t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r )  broken over  the window heads and f l u s h  wainscot ing with a  
pedes ta l  cap.  The mantel  c o n s i s t s  of s l ende r ,  coupled Tuscan c o l o n e t t e s  support ing 
recessed-panel e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and a  d e n t i l  co rn ice  and has a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  
embellished with a  l a r g e  gu i l loche  p a t t e r n  i n  the  f r i e z e .  

I n  t h e  passage i s  a  p e d e s t a l  c h a i r  r a i l  and f l u s h  p l a s t e r  wainscot ing.  The open- 
s t r i n g ,  L-plan s t a i r  has a  molded b a n i s t e r ,  two rec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d  and 
a  square newel. 

The decora t ion  i n  t h e  west room i s  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  except  t h a t  t h e  mantel i s  
lacking  t h e  d e n t i l s  and t h e  gu i l loche .  I n  t h e  e a s t  room a  pedes t a l  c h a i r  r a i l  and 
p l a s t e r  wainscot ing complement a  mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of recessed-panel  p i l a s t e r s  and 
e n t a b l a t u r e  b locks ,  a  molded s h e l f  and a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  with a  recessed  e l l i p s e .  

Two e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  surv ive .  These inc lude  a  one-story frame o f f i c e ,  poss ib ly  
b u i l t  z. 1830, w i th  a  gab le  roo f ,  a  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  f l u e  r ep lac ing  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  chimney and o r i g i n a l  applied-mold f l u s h  wainscot .  m e r e  i s  a l s o  an o r i g i n a l  
smokehouse which i s  square  wi th  a  pyramidal roof  and f l u s h  s h i p l a p  s i d i n g  appl ied  
wi th  wrought n a i l s .  Near it s tood,  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  a d a i r y , l i k e  the  smokehouse 
except  f o r  t h e  sawn v e n t i l a t o r  s l a t s  along t h e  eaves on t h e  facade,  bu t  t h i s  has 
r e c e n t l y  co l lapsed .  The p a r t s  a r e  in tac t , though,and i t  could be r epa i r ed  and 
r ez rec t ed .  

DU 
The 60 a c r e s  being nominated a r e  composed of most ly open land wi th  t h e  surrounding 
tree-covered a r e a  p a r t i a l l y  c r e a t i n g  a  n a t u r a l  boundary. The s e t t i n g  is  an appro- 
p r i a t e  one f o r  t h i s  handsome Pa l l ad ian  dwell ing.  
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-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c a .  1815 - BUILDER/ARCHlTECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Woodburn was b u i l t  E. 1815 by John Tyler ,  t e n t h  Pres ident  of  the United S t a t e s .  

1 A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  t ~ h e  house i s  n o t a b 1 e . a ~  a p rov inc ia l  ve r s ion  of  the  so -ca l l ed  
t r i p a r t i t e  "Pal ladian" dwel l ing ,  a house form popular i n  the  South dur ing  rhe  l a t e  
e igh teen th  and e a r l y  n ine teen th  centur ies ' .  A . s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  of  Woodburn i s  i t s  
a u s t e r e l y  hatidsome i n t e r i o r  woo'dwork. 

John Tyler was born a t  Greenway, t h e  fami ly  farm nearby. By h i s  f a t h e r ' s  w i l l  of 
1811, he i n h e r i t e d  a p l a n t a t i o n  c a l l e d  Mons Sacer;  however, i n  1815 Tyler  and h i s  
b ro the r s  s o l d  Mons Sacer ,  Greenway, and an a d d i t i o n a l  family proper ty  known as  t h e  
Courthouse t r a c t .  The f u t u r e  P res iden t  then s e t t l e d  a t  Woodburn, a proper ty  composed 
of  119 acres.known a s  t h e  Royster  t r ac t ,pu rchased  by him i n  1813, and 70 contiguous 
ac res  acquired some yea r s  before.  A t  Woodburn Tyler  e rec t ed  what he descr ibed  a s  a 
"decent and comfortable dwell ing,"  and it was during h i s  res idency t h e r e  t h a t  he 
served a s  Congressman from the  d i s t r i c t .  

Although Tyler  repurchased and moved t o  Greenway i n  1821, he continued t o  own 
Woodburn u n t i l  1831 when he s o l d  i t  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  Wat H. Tyler .  Wat Tyler  qu ick ly  
so ld  the  proper ty  t o  O l i v e r  Ladd who i n  t u r n  conveyed i t  t o  John v l e r ' s  fa ther - in- law,  
Robert W. C h r i s t i a n ,  a member of a prominent Charles C i t y  County family.  I n  1836 
i t  was bought by Henry L. Jones, John T y l e r ' s  son-in-law, and Tyler  himself  repur-  
chased Woodburn i n  1842. He s o l d  i t  t h a t  same year  t o  Lycurgus A. Lamb. 
The C h r i s t i a n s  aga in  bought Woodburn i n  1846 and kept  i t  u n t i l  1913. It p resen t ly  
is owned by D r .  and Mrs. Joseph Netick. M r s .  Net ick i s  a descendant of the bu i lde r .  
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C h a r l e s  C i t y  County Deed Books. -- 
C h a r l e s  C i t y  County Land Books. -- 
Chitwood, 0. P. - John _Tyler. New York, 1939. 
T y l e r ,  Lyon Gardner .  L e t t e r s  ---- and Titnes of t h e  T y l e r s .  Richmond, Va., 1884.  
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VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRIPTION The approx imate ly  60 a c r e s  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  Woodburn p r o p e r t y  

a r e  bounded by a  l i n e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  a  p o i n t  (A) o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route 618 a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  1 .7  m i l e s  N o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  Route 618 w i t h  S t a t e  Route  5  a t  Bowens S t o r e ;  

/ t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  800 f e e t  S  a l o n g  w e s t e r n  s i d e  of  S t a t e  Route 618; t h o l r u n n i n g  

/ 1000  f e e t  W;  t h e n  200 f e e t  S ;  t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  1 3 0 0  f e e t  I?; t h e n  runn ing  
I a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1300 f e e t  N ;  t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  1300 f e e t  E f o l l o w i n g  t r e e  l i n e  and c r o s s i n g  

i n t e r m i t t e n t  t r i b u t a r y  o f  Gunns Run; t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  400 f e e t  SSE r o u g h l y  f o l l o w i n g  t r e e  l i n e  

I 
a r  11 l i n  s e c t i o n  o f  i n t e r m i t t e n t  t r i b u t a r y  of 'Gunns  Run; t h e n  e x t e n d i n g  1100 f e e t  E I 8 2 d 0 8 L ~ f ?  o f  o r 9 ~ 1 n .  

I LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

I 
I STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

I 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

I EI]FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E  / TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  L 

ORGANIZATION DATE 
I 
I V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission A p r i l  1977 

S T R E E T 5  N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 
221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3143 

CITY OR TOWN ' STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

i NATIONAL- STATE X LOCAL- 

I 
I As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 

! hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify tha: it has b e j n  evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park S m  - 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

,. . 
v l r e l n l a  H l s t o r l c  Landmar 
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