Ve - e Tl

N i L5
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: ]
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia

COLUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Charlotte
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER 1 DpaTE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
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COMMON:

Greenfield

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2.. LOCATION

STREET ANC NUMBER:
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CITY OR TOWN:
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|7,  DESCRIPTION

(Check QOne)
Exceilent [J Good ] Fair [ Detariorored ] Ruins ] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check Ono) {Check One)
(O Altered . i i) Unaltered ] Moved K] Originol Site

NESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND CRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Greenfield, the oldest surviving, two-story frame dwelling
in Charlotte County, Stands in an excellent state of preservatica,
The house has a five-bay, single-pile twomstory main section flanked
by two-bay one-story wings. Both the wain section and wings are
covered by shallow gable roofs. The main section has a modillion
cornice while the wings have simple box cornices, Projecting from the
main roof are two interior-end chimneys, Sheltering the front door is
a gable roof porch supported on chamfered wooden posts. ihe first floor
windows have nine-over-nine sash while those of the second floor have -
six~over-nine sash. A shed roof gallery extends across the rear of the
housge, -

The focal point of Greenfield's interior is the handsome
Georgian stair in the center hall. The stair features three turned
balusters per step, scrolled cnd bosrds, and molded hand rail. In
the dining room is a notable chimneypiece consisting of flanking floor
to ceiling fluted pilasters interrupted by a chair rail molding, and
a tall mantel with cornice shelf, architrave surround, and an unusually
deep reeded frieze. The matching parlor lacks pilasters and the
mantel frieze is only partially reeded. The hall, parlor, and dining
room are all treated with paneled wainscoting, The rooms in the
wings and on the second floor have woodwork similar to that in the
principal rooms but it is more simple., Nearly all the woodwork, hard-
ware, and some of the furnishings are original to the house.

The house has undergone a recent renovation which included the
addition of a kitchen wing on the rear of one of the wings, and the
replacement of the early wooden shingle roof with one of concrete
shingles, Some of the woodwork required replacement as well. Green-
field has a handsowe park-like setting that contributes to the house’s
aesthetic appeal and historic flavor, :
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

___-.,‘_555|GN[F!CANCE
PERIOO (Check One or More as Appropriate)
T} Pre-Columbian| (J 16th Century & 181h Century [J 20th Century
1 15th Century ] 17th Century ] 19th Century ’ : )

SPECIFIC DATEIS! {If Applicable and Known) .

AMEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
O Urban Planning

cri 3 Aberiginel o o+ [3 Educetion ’ = ] -Political g e
« * o <[] Prehistoric « = [[] Enginseting_-+::-- =.: [T} Religien/Phi. - . Othor (Specify)
’ ] Historic O industry losophy History
(O Agricuiture . .- Invention . - 0[] Seiemes: oo
Qﬁ Architacture O Landscape O Scuipture
O Arr Architecture * O Social/Human-
- [ Commerce © [ Literature itarian
[ Communications O Military’ [ Theater
] Conservation . [ Mesic O Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Clement Read patented 10,000 acres in present-day Charlotte

County (formed from Lunenburg in 176&) during the 1730's, He estab-
lished himself at Bushy Forest and served in the.offices--Clerk of
the County Court, Vestryman, Colonel.of Militia, 'and Burgess-- which
his sons and drandsons would hold after him.. He and his descendents
were, in short, members of the gentry of rural Virginia; who,. as'
Charles Sydnor has observed:

“Managed the business of the county and influenced the lives

of their neighbors in wmany important respects. In local affairs,

the mambers of the gentry were the government; and it was they

who applied to local problems, both public and personal, such

laws and policies as the provincial government had adopted..

Following Clement Read's Death, in 1763, Mary Hill Read,
proved herself to be one of the most competent and accompl ished
"great planters” of the region as well as a mother of talent and ..
matriarch to the most powerful E£amily of the county, Clement and
Mary Hill Read's children made their homes at. Inglesxde, Ash Camp. -
(since destroyed), Greenfield, and Retireuent.

4
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Greenfield was the home plantatxon of Colonel Isaac Read(1739~
- 1777), and remains today, as it has been since his death, owned and
occupied by one of his descendents, Isaac Read built the house at
Greenfield in 1771, the year that he married Sarah Embra. The
hand=hewn timbers and other materials used in its construction were
taken from tha gsite and fashioned by servants of the plantation
community,

Following Isaac Read's early death, his widow held tenancy
in the estate until their son (born the year his father died) attained
his majority. This son, Isaac Read IX(1777-1823), in turn, left
Greenfield to his widow, Anne Mayo Venable Read (1785-1869), under
whose direction the plantation prospered and became the quint-essen-
tial home of the Read Family and ¢lan, It was not until the impover-
ished years following Appomattox that the estate returned, both in
ownership and administration, to male hands, William Watkins Read
(1821-1889) finally inherited Greenfield, which he managed to. preserve
intact although, due to the circumstances of the times, it did not
prosper, .
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#8 Significance

The house and surrounding acreage are presently owned by
Mrs. Stanley (Anne Charleton) Anderson; The remainder of the property is
owned by Yrs, Anderson's brother, Read Charleton, their mother being
a descendant of Isaac Read. H, P, P,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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