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-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
I 
i Red H i l l  i s  a scenic farm overlooking the bottom lands of the  Staunton River i n  t he  

heart  of Virginia 's  Southside Piedmont. The property has extensive'woodlands, but 
the s t r e t ch  between the house s i t e  and the bottomlands consis ts  of cleared f i e ld s .  
The plantation is approached v i a  a wooded lane leading south from the county road. 
The most important landnark on the place is the or ig ina l  law of f ice ,  one of the  
f i r s t  buildings t o  come in to  view from the entrance. The o f f i c e  is a quaint ,  
one-story, frame s t ruc tu re  with a 'shingled gable ' roof ,  three-bay facade, and center 
chimney. Because of i t s  two-room plan, ttie openings a r e  asymmetrically placed.: 
The b u i l d i n g  survives.  in .  a good s t a t e  of preservation. A s tone,  walk. l eads .  fypm. I t he  ofqice tq t h e  r e c ~ m t r u c c e d  dwellinghouse,  amodeit-, one-&lory frame srru.c&re 
built, ac;&or.ding: t o  drawings. made. of.!.the orig-inaL hotise p r io r  t o  its des tructi0.n 
by fire..iq.&9.19.. s The h o u s e - i s  a 'typical-Bxample.a~~a:doldestic 'eS~abl~$'hmeiittoT'"' +:: . , . I it. time ardiocat ion.  ~urrounding'  theI ibbse i. s e v e f d  6~k~uiid ' in&'re 'erected '  ' 

i on or ig ina l  locations.  These include a kitchen, privy, smokehouse, s lave quar ters ,  
I and s lave privy. To the  southeast  is a walled enclosure containing the graves 
! of Patrick Henry and h i s  wife. The graves a r e  covered with inscribed stone s labs .  
i The whole complex is maintained as a memorial t o  the  famous revolutionary and 
! is open t o  the public. The reconstructions are  based on scholarly research and 

accurately convey the s implic i ty  of Patrick Henry's l a s t  home. The law o f f i c e  

1 i stands as a s ign i f i can t  surviving r e l i c .  

The 117.29 acres  .,.- comprising the Red Hil1,property cons t i tu te  ehe.acreage.now owned 
by 'rh& P a t r k k  ' ~ e n ; ~  Memorial Foundation. This t r a c t  is a portion of the 960 
acres . .  or ig ina l ly  ~ purchased by the foundation from the e s t a t e  of'-Luay.Gray:Harrison. 
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STATEMENTOF SIGNIF~CANCE ' ~. . ... . . . .  . .  . . , , . .~ , . , . : : :  . A, : < . - *  . -  , . 
Red . ~ i l l ~ i s  %he l a s t  ho.me,- b ~ q i ~ l ' . ~ l a c e , , ~ a n d  permanent. memorial . to  -Patrick Henry, - 
t h e  brator'.zf t& Re.volutiqn..,, Although-$he main .house was .des,troy6d by f i r e  -and--.  , ! r ,  ' 2  

I~ , 
X a t e r  ,reco.nstru&e.d, . - , the o r i g i n a l  l-i", q f f i c e ,  -Henry 's , - last ;  .survives:; With :%ts  - . -.. .. - 

, pano+<c., y e w s  o £  t h e  s.u.kpundi;ig  roodl lands a n d , r o l l i n g  : f i e l d s ;  the'  . p l an ta t ion  
' 

i s  l i t t l e  c h n g e d  i n  appearance from t h e  time Henry knew it. The l a w  tiffic&,.:alo'ng 
wi th  t h e  r econs t ruc ted  house and outbui ld ings ,  provides a c r e d i b l e  image of an  
e a r l y  Souths ide  V i r g i n i a  farmstead.  

The proper ty  was assembled by P a t r i c k  Henry through success ive  purchases of a l l u -  
v i a l  bottom l a n d  and r o l l i n g  count rys ide  t r a c t s ,  t h e  whole combining unusual 
f e r t i l i t y  wi th  marked beauty. Two of ~ e n r y ' s  e leven c h i l d r e n  by Dorothea Dandridge 
Henry were born at  Red Hill--John who i n h e r i t e d  the  e s t a t e  and Jean Robertson-- 
and two daughters  were marr ied  t h e r e  during t h e  lawyer-p lanter ' s  l i f e t i m e .  
Dorothea Henry l i v e d  a t  Red H i l l  f o r  t h r e e  decades fol lowing he r  husband's dea th  
and i s  bur ied  next  t o  him i n  t h e  grave>ard  on t h e  per iphery  of t h e  house complex. 

, . 
. , , , , - .  

k r i n g  t h e  antebellum e r a ,  whi le  under t h e  p ropr i e to r sh ip  of John Henry, t h e  
o r i g i n a l  frame house w a s  incorpora ted  i n t o  a l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e .  : A t  about t h e  kime 
time t h e  remarkable box hedge was begun. The boxwood is second only  t o  t h e  anc ien t  
Osage orange--already a century  o l d  during P a t r i c k  Henry's tenure--as  a f l o r a l  
a t t r a c t i o n .  Fbllowing Appomattox t h e  proper ty  dec l ined  under t h e  absentee owner- 
s h i p  of William W i r t  Henry who had moved, f o r  p ro fess iona l  reasons ,  t o  Richmond. 
Soon a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1900, t h e  proper ty  was divided.between h i s  two daughters-- 
P a t r i c k  and Dorothea Henry's g r e a t  granddaughters: Lucy Gray Harrison, who received 
Red H i l l  proper,  now reduced t o  approximately 1000 ac res ;  and h e r  s i s t e r ,  Mrs. 
James Lyons, whose por t ion ,  c a l l e d  t h e  "Quarter Place," l a y  i n  &mpbdl County. 

The second decade of t h e  twea t i e th  century  was a watershed f o r  Red H i l l .  M r s .  
Harr ison,  now a widow of  means, took up res idence  a t  t he  proper ty  which she was 
determined t o  r e v i v e .  She r e t a i n e d  t h e  well-known Phi ladelphia  a r c h i t e c t  Charles 
Barton Keen, Lynchburg c o n t r a c t o r  J. T. McLaughlin, and landscape a r c h i t e c t  Charles 
Welan t o  undertake a gene ra l  renovat ion  of t h e  property and t o  des ign  and b u i l d  
a new res idence  incorpora t ing  t h e  h r i g i n a l  two-part s t r u c t u r e .  M r .  Keen employed, 
a s  r e s i d e n t  a r c h i t e c t ,  a young man from Lynchburg, Stanhope Johnson, who i n  t h e  
course  of t h e  work niade d e t a i l e d  measurements and sketches  of t h e  house complex arid 
grounds, inc luding drawings o f  s e v e r a l  outbui ld ings  t h a t  were t o  be removed and of 
t h e  P a t r i c k  and John Henry res idence .  

( see  cont$nuation Sheet  Bl) 
. 
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8. S IGNfFICANCE 

S t r u c t u r a l  work was completed p r i o r  t o  October o f  1912, when Country L i f e  i n  
America f e a t u r e d  t h e  renovated house and grounds. Less than  seven yea r s  l a t e r ,  
i n  February 1919, the  mansion was destroyed by f i r e .  Mrs. Harrison moved i n t o  
t h e  gues t  house, i ncorpora t ing  t h e  Pa t r i ck  Henry law o f f i c e ,  which she  continued 
t o m e  a s  a r e g u l a r  o r  summer r e s idence  u n t i l  t h e  t i n e  o f  her  dea th  i n  Apr i l  1944. 
Some P a t r i c k  Henry a r t i f a c t s  and e a r l y  f u r n i t u r e  had been salvaged from t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  of t h e  main r e s idence  p r i o r  t o  i t s  co l l apse ,  and t h e s e  were preserved i n  t h e  
gues t  house. 

Following M r s .  Harr i son ' s  death,  t he  Pa t r i ck  Henry Xemorial Foundation was formed 
t o  purchase Red H i l l ,  conta in ing  960 a c r e s ,  from t h e  e s t a t e .  Over t h e  next  
decade a l l  a v a i l a b l e  resources  were committed t o  meeting t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  incurred  
i n  t h e  purchase and providing minimum maintenance f o r  t h e  proper ty .  I n  1954 a 
benefactor  was found, M r .  Eugene B. Casey, who was prepared t o  underwri te  exten-  
s i v e  r econs t ruc t ion  and renovat ion  of t h e  proper ty .  While t h e  cont inuing e f f o r t s  
of t h e  board members and f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  Memorial Associa t ion  should not  be over- 
looked, t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  made by M r .  Casey and by t h e  now well-known Lynchburg 
a r c h i t e c t  Stanhope Johnson were e s s e n t i a l  t o  developing t h e  P a t r i c k  Henry s h r i n e  
a t  Red H i l l .  

N r .  Johnson supervised  t h e  r econs t ruc t ion  of t h e  Pa t r i ck  Henry house and dependen- 
c i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  law o f f i c e .  The ske tches ,  drawings, 
a n d s i t e  p l ans  made during t h e  1910-1912 renovat ion  of t h e  p roper ty  were supplemented 
by t h e  more r o u t i n e  m a t e r i a l s  of r e s t o r a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  inc luding h i s t o r i c  
photographs and d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  proper ty  a s  w e l l  as  a rchaeo log ica l  f i e l d  work, 
Pa t r i ck  Henry's l a s t  home and b u r i a l  p lace  i s  open d a i l y  t o  t h e  publ ic .  

HPP 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The Red H i l l  property is bounded 'by a l l n e  beglnnlng 

a t  a point  (A) on t h e  E s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 677; .9 mi le  SSW of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  
Routes 619 and 677; thence extending approximately 1300' SE, i n t o  wooded a r e a ;  thence 
extending approximately 900' E t o  W s i d e  of f eede r  creek (point  B); thence extending 
approximately 1200' S along W s i d e  of s a i d  creek t o  Norfolkland Western Railroad t rack;  

. t hence  fc l lowing s a i d  t r a c k  westward f o r  approximately 2800 ; thence extending approximately 
300' N t o  Cam b e l l  Coupt /Char lo t t e  Count l i n e ;  thence fol lowipg s a i d  l i n e  northeastward 
f r a&roxima!elY 1900 t o  e point  (F); tgence extendrng approxmate ly  500 NE t o  pomnt o? o xn. 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE'EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCEOFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THESTATE IS: , , ~  

NATIONAL- : ~: , STATEX LOCAL- 
. . 

As the destgnated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
herdby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criterta and procedures set forth by the N 

I HEREBY CERTtF1 
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