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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John Wise remembered passing the plantation at Roanoke as a jouthful
dispatch rider for General Lee in 1865: "It looked desolate and over-
grown. 'Oh, John Randolph, John, John' thought I, as I rode by, 'you have

trouble."

The young dispatch rider, born in 1846, thirteen years after the
Eastern Shore, and yet his instinctive identification of John Randolph with
Roanoke's heavily-wooded acres should have surprised no one. Few men have
been so closely identified with a place as Randolph was with Roanoke Planta-
tion and Southside Virginia.

The present Roanoke Plantation represents a small portion of the land
patented in Southside during the 1730s by John Randolph's grandfather,
Richard Randolph of Curles. It is substamtially that tract of land, once
known as the Middle Quarter of Reanocke Plantation, where John Randolph had
his residence and kept his famous stud of blooded horses. At the time of
his death in 1833, Randolph owned 8207 acres of productive land in Charlotte
County.

purchased the Middle Quarter of Roanoke; the Lower and Ferry Quarters along
with Randolph's other plantations passing to other owners. The Middle
Quarter, being most intimately associated with the great and eccentric
Randolph, attracted the attention of his contemporaries and successors who
recorded their impressions of the land and buildings.

John Randolph of Roanoke, Charlotte County, Virginia: the written
and oral traditions of Southside attest to the continued identification of
the man with the place throughout the nineteenth century; Randolph, himself,
adopted the appendage, "of Roanoke." And so to this day -- in spite of the
fact that Randolph's successor at Roanoke was a distinguished member of the
bench and bar and of the Virginia Convention of 1861l; and further that this
gentleman is buried on the plantation, while John Randolph's mortal remains
have long since been removed to Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond -- no one
questions the identification of the man with his home and plantation.

With the exception of a single defeat, Randolph was returned to the

1825, According to the aristocratic Randolph, the people of his Congres-
sional District were '"'such constituents as man never had before, and never

regarding him with sustained fascination, and evinclng a deference already
anachronistic by Jeffersonian times.

Following the prolonged Randolph - will litigétion, Judge Wood Bouldir

House of Representatives each time he offered for the seat from 1799 through

will again." For their part they returned him to the House with -regularityj

gotten some other Johns, in fact the whole breed of Johnnies, into a pack of|.

great statesman and orator had died, was far from his own home on Virginia's

1

A man of rare integrity, Randolph, who had become Majority Leader in
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the House at the age of 28, sacrificed this position and gave up all claims to
future party preferment or higher office when he broke with the Jefferson
Administration over matters of principal. A decade later his vehement
opposition to the War of 1812 caused his strongly-hawkish constituents to deny
h1m reelection.

He was elected to the Senate in 1825, losing that office in 1827, .
he moved back to the House. He served briefly as Minister. to Russia and was |
a delegate--in the company of Madison and Marshall--to Virginia's Constitution%l
Convention of 1829-30, Three years later, he died at Philadelphia, having B
completed. the first part of a journey that was to have carried him to England
in a last, vain attempt to find peace of mind and body. His mortal remains
were returned to Charlotte County and interred beside his "little cabin" at
Roanoke.

Such are the facts to be found in a thumb-nail sketch of John
Randolph's career, but what of his character and worth? Randolph was a man
of genius and parts~--almost of necessity his biographers have been lesser men.
Randolph was a superb orator and rhetorician; as such his biography is in his
speeches~-~of which the words along remain. To write the biography of a man
whom all recognize to be sui generis, one of a kind, is no small task. = Who
or what will serve as analogies? ~ How does the biographer contain and reduce
such a subject to manageable proportions?

Ihe pet child of nature, the pampered child of fortune, he might
have been the object of universal admiration and universal envy..
The martyr of diseases of mind and body, he was the victim of
destiny, inscrutable to himself and incomprehensible to others.
Who would not have been John Randolph? Who would have been?

No one has written of the strange John Randolph with greater 1néight than was

expressed in these three sentences by his half-brother Nathaniel Beverley
Tucker, .

H.P.P,
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underwood of orlginal growth, that it seemed to have been taken by the top

Roanoke's rich river-bottom and hilly pasture continue to support
a large-scale livestock operation as they did in John Randolph's time -
although the blooded horses of that great but eccentric statesman, planter,
and equestrian have given way to cattle. Directly to the rear of the
house-complex, there are hundreds of acres of dense woodlands, reminiscent
of those which formerly enveloped Randolph's home. Contemporaries wrote of
“remote and isolated Roanoke. . ., where the dense primeval woods shut in
the two rude habitations."” The honorable Member of the House of Represent-
atives lived in a house "so completely and closely environed by trees and

and let down into the bosom of a dense virgin forest."
The plantation complex at Roanoke included a handful of outbulldings
and the two small frame houses that together formed the residence. A con-
temporary found Randolph's 'whole establishment so unique that it is worth
going a hundred miles to see; so much simplicity combined with so much
elegance.” The elegance provided by an outstanding library of perhaps a

thousand volumes, a8 formal dining service, portraits and engravings. Other+

Flse Randolph's home was not unlike that of the average Virginia farmer of

the period,

{ There are several detailed descriptions, a floor plan, and
ngraving of the two frame cottages which were known respectively as the
ummer house and the winter house. The one: consisting of a bedroom and

Eibrary upstairs, ancther bedroom and a drawing room downstairs, and a shed-

ype porch with unhewn posts and cobble-stone pavement, was incorporated intg

he larger residence built by Wood Bouldin. This building, destroyed by fife

in 1879, occupied a site directly behind the large turn-of-the-century
rame house now used as the plantation residence.

The remaining cottage is an extremely simple one- story three~bay
tructure with exterior-end brick chimneys. The building is covered by a
teep gable roof and is fronted by a shed roof porch that is framed into the
tructure of the cottage. Immediately to the west of the second cottage is

two-room, gable-end-front frame structure that has not been positively

dentified as dating from the Randolph occupancy. Behind these two build-
ngs is an early smokehouse. On the lawn just to the west of the present
esidence is a low rough boulder marking the site of John Randolph's first
rave.

Roanoke Plantation still evokes the image of Randolph's time and
ilieu, and suggests something of his personality., While one of his
cabins" has been replaced by a later larger house, the second. (with its
itchen and an additional outbuilding), remains in a good state of preser-
ation. The wood has been cut bhack, but not eliminated. The roadway
hrough the plantatjion has been improved, but follows the original roadbed.
t some distance from the house complex, there is another early building;
this may have been an overseer's house and is presently in poor condition.

3358
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