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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE 

The C h a r l o t t e  County Courthouse i s  a b r i c k ,  temple-form s t r u c t u r e  approximately 45 f e e t  wide 
and 7 1  f e e t  deep. It i s  f ron ted  by a t e t r a s t y l e  Tuscan p o r t i c o  w i t h  whitewashed s tuccoed 
columns. I n  t h e  pediment i s  a l a r g e  l u n e t t e  with i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y .  The l i g h t s  i n  t h e  
l u n e t t e  have been pa in ted  out .  The p o r t i c o  e n t a b l a t u r e  is c a r r i e d  around t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n :  
The pediment i s  repeated  on the  r e a r  where i t  has a l a r g e  round window w i t h  i t s  l i g h t s  
s i n l i l a r l y  pa in ted  out.  

The f r o n t  w a l l  of the  courthouse i s  of even-colored Flemish bond. American bond is employed 
on the  s i d e  and r e a r  w a l l s .  Tile bottom courses  on a l l  bu t  the  f r o n t  have been cemented ove r  
p robab lybecause  of r i s i n g  damp. Each s i d e  has  f i v e  bays; t h e r e  i s  a door wi th  a p l a i n  
transom i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of each s i d e .  A s i m i l a r  doorway se rves  a s  t h e  main ent rance .  Both 
the s i d e  windows and t h e  f i r s t - s t o r y  f r o n t  windorvs have e a r l y  12/12 s a s h  w i t h  p l a i n  a r c h i -  
t r aves  and s i l l s ;  t h e  g a l l e r y  windows on t h e  f r o n t  have 9/12 sash .  A l l  t h e  ruindous a r e  hung 
with louvred s h u t t e r s  pa in ted  dark  green.  On t h e  r e a r  w a l l  i s  a l a r g e ,  t h r e e - p a r t  window 
with an en t rance  on each side. .  Contained w i t h i n  each ent rance  opening i s  a door above which 
i s  a panel  a n d a  twe lve - l igh t  f ixcd-sash  hung with s h u t t e r s .  The c o n c r e t e  s t e p s  and i r o n  
r a i l i n g s  a r e  modern. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  courthouse has undergone a l t e r a t i o n s  b u t  p r e s e r v e s  i t s  e a r l y  characL. r. 
Indeed, it i s  one of the  few courthouses of t h e  per iod  t h a t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  two-story 
space. The g a l l e r y ,  t h e  p a i r  of g a l l e r y  s t e p s ,  r a i l i n g ,  and the  f o u r  columns suppor t ing  t h e  
g a l l e r y  a l l  appear  t o  be  o r i g i n a l .  The main a l t e r a t i o n  was t h e  maving of t h e  w a l l  immediate 
ly behind the  bench forward t o  c r e a t e  space  f o r  a r e a r  v e s t i b u l e ,  j u r y  room, and judge ' s  
chambers. The woodrgork of t h e  bench and t h e  panel ing  above it a r e  a l l  20eh-century  Colonia  
Revival. The co rn ice  surrounding t h e  room appears  t o  be Colonia l  Revival  a l s o ,  bu t  t h e  
boarded main c e i l i n g  and t h a t  beneath t h e  g a l l e r y  a r e  probably o r i g i n a l .  The courtroom 
s e a t i n g  is provided by V i c t o r i a n  wooden benches wi th  h igh  backs. The b r i c k  f l o o r  is modern. 
Ornamenting the  room a r e  f o u r  magnif icent  I t a l i a n  colored marble b u s t s  ( p o s s i b l y  Renaissance 
of Roman emperors. The b u s t s  were given by the  l a t e  David K. E. Bruce ,  t h e  noted d ip lomat  
and n a t i v e  o f  C h a r l o t t e  County. 

D i r e c t l y  behind t h e  courthouse i s  a handsome two-story, three-bay,  b r i c k  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  of 
antebellum o r i g i n  nor.? used a s  a law o f f i c e .  Immediately behind t h a t  i s  t h e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  
C le rk ' s  o f f i c e ,  made d i s t i n c t i v e  by i t s  en t rance  tower wi th  a s t e e p  pyramidal  roof and a r c h e  
entrance.  The complex i s  s e t  i n  an unusua l ly  p l e a s a n t  shady lawn and forms t h e  v i s u a l  f o c a l  
poin t  of the  t i n y  s e t t l e m e n t  of C h a r l o t t e  Court House. 
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;PECIFIC DATES 1821-23 BUILDER,AACHITECT Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  A r c h i t e c t  - - - -  --  - 

John P e r c i v a l ,  Bu i lde r  
iTATEMENTOFSlGNlFlCANCE The C h a r l o t t e  County Courthouse was b u i l t  i n  1821-23 from p l a n s  
supplied by Thomas J e f f e r s o n  and i s  a  pro to type  f o r  numerous Roman Revival  c o u r t  b u i l d i n g s  
erec ted  i n  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  1830s and '40s.  Although no drawings s u r v i v e  t o  a u t h e n t i c a t e  
. Jef ferson ' s  au thor sh ip  o f  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  it was s t a t e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1835 t h a t  he  was r e s p o n s i b l  
f o r  i t s  design.' The a t t r i b u t i o n  has  always been accepted by s c h o l a r s  of V i r g i n i a  a r c h i t e c -  

~. .. - .  . . . . . . . . . . . :  2 . I ture .  . . ,!:~ ~ : : . i  . . .  , ' - 3  .. . ' , ~. > 
'~ . .. . - . . . . , . . 

. Je f ferson ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n '  h'dusihg t h e  young r e p u b l i c ' s  ' i n s t i t u t i o n s .  in '  a r c h i t e c ' t u r ~ l l y  
d ign i f i ed  bu i ld ings  red him t o  get a n " k x h p l e  ' iyi t t l 'h is  dcisign f o r  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  
the f i r s t  temple-form C l a s s i c a l  Revival  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  world. 
He a l s o  had a  s i g n i f i c a n t  in f luence  on t h e  appearance of the  f i r s t  government b u i l d i n g s  i n  
Washington and helped t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of monumental C l a s s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  
f ede ra l  government. He provided f u r t h e r  examples of " c o r r e c t  specimens" of a r c h i t e c t u r e  f o r  
h i s  n a t i v e  s t a t e  wi th  h i s  des igns  f o r  the  g r e a t  complex a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  
numerous houses, a  church , ,and a t  l e a s t  two courthouses.  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t he  C h a r l o t t e  b u i l d i n g  was no t  i n i t i a t e d  by J e f f e r s o n .  I n  1821 a  
s p e c i a l  committee was appointed by the  county c o u r t  t o  p l a n  and c a r r y  o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  
new c o u r t h ~ u s e . ~  The committee cons i s t ed  o f c l e m e n t  c a r r i n g t o n ,  I s a a c  Reid ; -Wil l iam N. 
Watkins, John Morton, Jr., Joseph Wyatt, Henry A. Watkins, and IIenry Carr ington.  According 
to t r a d i t i o n  a  d e l e g a t i o n  was appointed by the  committee t o  v i s i t  M o n t i c e l l o ~ a n d o b t a i n  a  
s e t  of p l ans  from t h e  former P r e s i d e n t .  J e f f e r s o n  d u t i f u l l y  supp l i ed  des igns  f o r  a  Tuscan 
p o ~ t i c o e d  e d i f i c e .  

The bu i ld ing  was completed i n  1823 with $5,362.61 pa id  t o  the  b u i l d e r  John ~ e r c i v a l .  
Pe rc iva l  is knorvn t o  have submit ted b i d s  t o  J e f f e r s o n  f o r  work a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a ,  
but  whether o r  not  he  a c t u a l l y  worked under J e f f e r s o n  h a s  no t  been determined.  It i s  
un l ike ly  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  e v e r  saw t h e  r e s u l t s  of p e r c i v a l ' s  l a b o r  i n  C h a r l o t t e  County. 

The Char lo t t e  b u i l d i n g  d i r e c t l y  insp i red  the  courthouses f o r  ne ighbor ing  c o u n t i e s .  It  
was s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  t h e  Lunenburg County Court)iouse (completed i n  1827) b e  
b u i l t  a f t e r  the  p lan  of " t h e  new courthouse i n  C h a r l o t t e  ~ o u n t y . " ~  The Mecklenburg County 
Courthouse (completed i n  1838) and the  Nottoway County Courthouse (completed i n  1841) a l s o  
follow t h e  Char lo t t e  mode. These courthouses,  along wi th  numerous o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  des igned 
by Je f fe r son  and the  master  b u i l d e r s  who continued h i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  idiom, form a  p r i c e l e s s  
legacy t h a t  has been c o l l e c t i v e l y  termed America's f i r s t  n a t i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e .  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  ij1) I 
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