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ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION - continued

Gothic Revival
Queen Anne
Romanesque
Colonial Revival

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Charlotte Court House Historic District is composed of most of the town of Charlotte Court
House, the county seat of Charlotte County, which is located in the southern Piedmont region
of Virginia. Although the town was created by act of the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1759
(originally called Dalstonburgh) and designated county seat in 1764, no buildings from the
eighteenth century have survived. The town’s most significant building is the Charlotte County
Courthouse, a handsome 1823 Roman Revival temple-form building that was designed by
Thomas Jefferson. The courthouse was individually listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in 1980. Besides the courthouse, the courthouse square also contains the 1840 clerk’s
office, 1900 clerk’s office, 1901 Confederate monument, 1936 jail, 1940s registrar’s office, and
ca. 1940 town water tank, making the square one of the best preserved county government
complexes in the Commonwealth. The district also contains a ca. 1820 Federal-style brick
tavern, rare early-nineteenth-century frame and brick commercial structures, several early- to
mid-nineteenth-century brick and frame residences, a ca. 1835 Greek Revival brick church, an
1852 Masonic lodge, three early-twentieth-century Colonial Revival schools, and three
beautifully articulated Colonial Revival government services buildings from the 1930s.
Featuring fifty-three historic resources from the 1820s to the 1940s and only ten noncontributing
buildings, the district represents one of the best preserved courthouse towns in Virginia.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The town of Charlotte Court House is situated at the intersection of State Routes 40 and 47 in
central Charlotte County. The eastern half of the proposed historic district contains nearly all
the lots and streets that comprised the town in 1817, the date of the earliest recorded map of the
town. On this map is shown Main Street (present-day Route 40), which runs east-west, and
Bouldin’s Road, later a plank road to Drakes Branch (present-day Route 47), which runs north-
south. The western half of the district consists of properties facing Main Street (Route 40) as
far west as Randolph-Henry High School. This section of the district generally reflects the
town’s later nineteenth- and twentieth-century development.

The district primarily contains small rectangular lots on which buildings are situated near the
street; however, several large tree-shaded lots with dwellings set back several yards from Main
Street are seen in the western section of the district. In contrast to the town’s primarily urban
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streetscape are two multi-acre farms, known as Wynyard and Villeview, that are located on the
north side of Main Street. Both properties have winding drives leading to dwellings well
removed, but visible, from the main road.

Courthouse Square, a large, rectangular, tree-shaded, public lot located at the southeast corner
of the intersection of Routes 40 and 47, dominates the district (photo 1). It contains the current
Roman Revival Charlotte County Courthouse erected in 1823, a Greek Revival dweliing-like
clerk’s office dating from 1840 (now used as offices), the adjacent Romanesque Revival clerk’s
office buiit in 1900, the former county jail built behind the courthouse in 1936, a 1940s
utilitarian brick structure that now serves as the registrar’s office, a towering ca. 1940 metal
water tank, and a stone Confederate monument that was dedicated on 27 August 1901.

The dominant element of the square is the Charlotte County Courthouse (185-23-7), a handsome
Roman Revival temple-form building with a tetrastyle Tuscan portico (photo 2). Exhibiting
finely executed Flemish-bond brickwork and an encircling classical wooden entablature, the
structure was built by local contractor John Percival from plans supplied by Thomas Jefferson.
Completed by 1823, the design became a prototype for numerous similar Roman Revival brick
courthouses erected throughout central Virginia during the second quarter of the nineteenth
century. Containing a well-preserved two-story courtroom with a rear gallery, Charlotte County
Courthouse has survived as one of the least altered of Virginia’s early-nineteenth-century
courthouses'.

South of the courthouse is a two-story, Flemish-bond brick building that originaily served as the
county clerk’s office (185-23-5). Erected in 1840, the central-passage-plan, single-pile structure
exhibits Greek Revival window and door trim and has a four-bay Tuscan-columned porch across
the front. The building now houses law offices (photo 3).

South of the old clerk’s office is the current county clerk’s office (185-23-4). A one-story, hip-
roofed, brick structure with a projecting entrance tower capped by a tall pyramidal roof, the
building was constructed in 1900 (photo 3). A molded water table, belt courses, frieze, and
segmental- and semicircular-arched openings--all executed in dark red brick--are suggestive of
the Romanesque Revival style of architecture, popular for public buildings at the turn of the
century.

Located behind the courthouse is the former county jail (185-23-6), a two-story Flemish-bond
brick structure that was built in 1936 (photo 4). Designed to complement the other public
buildings on the square, the jail has the appearance of a mid-nineteenth-century dwelling with
its symmetrical three-bay facade, central entrance, and lintels with end blocks over its windows.
The jail was built with funds donated by local philanthropist David K. E. Bruce (1898-1977),
who contributed greatly to the preservation of the overall picturesque quality of the town of
Charlotte Court House through generous financial gifts to the town and county.
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One of the town’s oldest surviving buildings is the large brick building immediately east of
Courthouse Square known as the Brick Tavern (185-23-13). Facing Main Street, the 2 1/2-
story, Flemish-bond brick, Federal-style structure has paired brick chimneys at each parapeted
gable end, flared brick jack arches over 9/9 and 9/6 sash windows, and a Colonial Revival-style
entrance frontispiece. Built in 1820 as a tavern and owned by William M. Watkins and later
operated by Wiltshire Cardwell, the building has also served as a residence and a private school.

As was common for courthouse towns, Charlotte Court House has supported several taverns in
its past. One of the town’s most well known taverns was Tankersley Tavern, a large frame
building that was operated by John Tankersley from 1762 to 1782. On 7 June 1791 George
Washington, while passing through the county on his famous southern tour of the United States,
breakfasted at Tankersiey Tavern.? An 1802 insurance policy indicates that the tavern was a
large frame structure measuring 52 feet by 20 feet with an adjoining wing.” The tavern was
operated by Williamson Price from 1799 to 1807 and again from 1820 to 1822, the last year that
a license to operate the tavern was reissued. The small brick dwelling that occupies the tavern
lot today (185-23-44) was built after 1802 (no brick structure is indicated on the insurance
policy) and may have been built as a dwelling after the tavern ceased operations. It is a simple,
brick, one-room-plan structure with its south gable end facing Main Street. This gable end was
remodeled after a road widening project in 1954.

Another early commercial building in the town is the one-story frame and weatherboard store
(185-23-45) immediately east of the Tankersley Tavern lot. Probably dating from the first
quarter of the nineteenth century, it is a simple, rectangular, gable-roofed structure that was
constructed in two sections and features a double-door central entrance topped by a transom and
large four-light store windows.

Farther east along Main Street are four, two-story, gable-fronted buildings that greatly contribute
to the historic character of the streetscape (photos 5 & 6). The earliest of the three appears to
be the building that now houses the Charlotte County Farm Bureau (185-23-48). Probably
dating from the first quarter of the nineteenth century, it has a Flemish-bond brick facade and
five-course American-bond sides. A ca. 1928 photograph of the store shows that it once had
a portico featuring two tall columns; the portico was removed when the street was widened in
1954. The photograph also shows two large nine-light store windows flanking a central
entrance, while a single second-floor window is situated over the central entrance. These
windows and entrance were later remodeled in the Colonial Revival style.

The same ca. 1928 photograph shows another brick commercial building (185-23-49) that is
similar to its neighbor. Dating from the early nineteenth century, it is also a two-story, Flemish-
bond brick, gable-fronted structure with the same pattern of window and door openings; its first-
floor windows, however, have 2/2 sash. A small gabled portico supported by square wooden
capped posts replaced a larger porch that is shown in the ca. 1928 photograph. This building
is nearly square rather than rectangular with a one-story shed addition and a square exterior end
brick chimney to the rear. Originally built as a store, it now houses a law office.
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To the east of the law office is a third gable-fronted commercial structure (185-23-50) that has
a brick first story and a frame second story that has been covered in vinyl siding. Although the
4-5 course American-bond brickwork of the first story might suggest an earlier date of
construction, the late Victorian storefront with its large four-light store windows, recessed
entrance with tall transom, bracketed and paneted frieze across the front, and frame second story
seems to indicate a turn-of-the-century date of construction. Built as a drugstore, it was used
as such until the 1980s,

At the western end of the row is the fourth gable-fronted building, St. John’s Masonic Lodge
(185-23-47), a two-story, rectangular, brick structure that has served the same lodge since it was
constructed in 1852 (according to the lodge’s minutes). The building’s stretcher-bond brick
facade is the result of a mid-twentieth-century Colonial Revival remodeling that also included
the addition of large 8/12 sash windows and a double-door central entrance protected by screen
doors.

Across Route 47 from the Courthouse is the Charlotte County Public Library (185-23-8), a fine
example of the Federal style (photo 7). Built in two sections, the building’s earlier section is
the one-story wing that supposedly was constructed around 1810 as a law office for Judge
Hunter H. Marshall. Around 1836 a two-story, side-passage-plan, Flemish-bond brick dwelling
was attached to the north. Situated on a high brick basement, the building has an entrance
capped by a three-light transom and flanked by four-light sidelights. It is sheltered by a single-
bay portico with a gable roof supported by Doric wooden columns. Wide 8/12 and 6/6 sash
windows are framed with simple architrave trim.

In 1937 this dwelling was acquired by local philanthropist David X. E. Bruce, who offered the
building and the funds to maintain it to Charlotte County with the stipulation that it be used as
a public library. Bruce also provided libraries for several other counties in Virginia from 1937
to 1942, Charlotte County’s library is the only example with a landscaped formal garden to the
rear complete with two small brick teahouses and a brick storage building--all appearing as if
they are original domestic outbuildings. The garden contains brick-lined paths and benches
among boxwood and crape myrtles.

Farther south along Route 47 is Village Presbyterian Church (185-23-12), a large, gable-fronted,
Flemish-bond brick, Greek Revival-style building topped with an open octagonal belfry and spire
(photo 8). Organized in 1825, the congregation originally worshiped in an earlier brick church
on the site that burned. The present church dates to around 1835. It has three front entrances,
each with paneled double doors, paneled reveals, and a rectangular transom with geometric
tracery. All openings, including large 12/12 and 8/12 sash windows, are topped with a fluted
wooden lintel with bull’s-eye end blocks. An unusual wooden entablature includes a soffit
displaying mutules,

The cemetery to the rear of the church is not associated with the church. The lot was deeded
to the town in 1840 by Winslow Robinson with the stipulation that it be used as a village burying
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ground. The cemetery contains gravestones dating from the mid-nineteenth century to the
present. Along its eastern border, the cemetery is partially enclosed by a stone wall north of
the church and a brick wall with a wrought-iron gate south of the church social hall.

Another church in the historic district is Charlotte Court House United Methodist Church (185-
23-42) located on the north side of Main Street west of the courthouse. Built around 1841, the
gable-fronted Flemish-bond brick structure was remodeled in 1919, resulting in the addition of
stained-glass round-arched and circular windows and a large brick entrance tower (executed in
Flemish bond) with a crenellated top.

Immediately west of the Methodist church is a ca. 1840 Greek Revival-style, Flemish-bond brick
dwelling known as Diamond Hill (185-23-41}. Named for the deposits of isinglass found on the
property, it is a central-passage-plan, single-pile structure with exterior end brick chimneys, a
hipped roof, and sophisticated wooden trim (photo 9). The central front entrance features an
unusual blind transom and sidelights highlighted with fluted trim and bull’s-eye end blocks. A
one-story three-bay porch with Tuscan columns sheiters the entrance. Large 12/12 and 8/12
sash windows are also crowned with fluted lintels with bull’s-eye end blocks. Enhancing the
Greek Revival character of the dwelling, a denticulated wooden cornice and a soffit decorated
with mutules surrounds the structure. A brick smokehouse survives at the rear.

Most of the properties comprising the western half of the historic district were carved from
wood lots, thirty- to fifty-acre lots laid out in 1817 west of the town. In particular, two multi-
acre farms situated west of Diamond Hill are still intact: Wynyard (185-23-36) and Villeview
(185-23-32). The juxtaposition of these two farmsteads, with their open spaces and vistas, and
the village's concentration of buildings adds variety to the streetscapes and a picturesque quality
to the district as a whole. These farms contain long tree-lined drives that lead from Main Street
to dweilings and outbuildings situated a distance from the road.

The main dwelling at Villeview (photo 10) is a two-story, central-passage-plan, double-pile,
brick dwelling with a pair of tall interior end chimneys at each pedimented gable end. The
house was constructed in two distinct sections. The rear rooms and central passage on each
floor constitutes the first dwelling, built around 1820, and the front two rooms and central
passage on both floors were added in 1832 according to a date carved into one of the chimneys.
Built for Colonel James P. Marshall (1791-1883), a merchant and county justice, Villeview
represents a Federal-style dwelling with finely crafted Flemish-bond brickwork, a fanlight with
Gothic tracery over the central front entrance, a one-story pedimented portico with Tuscan
columns, and a lunette in each gable end.

East of the house at Villeview is a frame and weatherboard cottage with a gable-fronted entrance
and an exterior end stone chimney at the opposite gable end. The cottage dates to the early
nineteenth century and, according to local tradition, accommodated the statesman and orator
John Randolph of Roanoke (1773-1833) and his dogs whenever he visited the Marshalls.
Another original outbuilding, probably a servant’s quarters or overseer’s house, is located
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northeast of the house. Constructed of logs with half-dovetail notching, the structure has an
exterior end brick chimney, a steeply pitched gable roof, and a fieldstone pier foundation.

Wynyard, originaily known as Rose Hill, is a spactous, two-story, Flemish-bond brick dwelling
with exterior end chimneys (photo 11). Built in 1835-37 for Dr. John P. Brown and acquired
by the Eggleston family in 1857, the house mostly features Federal-style details.® Later
additions include a wide Italianate-style wooden porch with paneled piers and frieze, a few
casement windows, and a two-story, frame, rear ell. To the rear of the house are two original
brick outbuildings--a smokehouse and kitchen. During the Victorian period, the house was the
residence of David Quinn Eggleston (1857-1909) who served in the Virginia Senate and as the
Secretary of the Commonwealth from 1902 to 1909. Situated on a slight rise of land
overlooking fenced pastureland and surrounded by boxwoods and ancient oak trees, the house
has a beautiful setting in the heart of the historic district.

The historic district also contains at least three other dwellings dating from the early to mid-
nineteenth century. Each is situated on large lots located on the south side of Main Street. The
F. C. Thornton House (185-23-16) is a 1 1/2-story frame structure with projecting wall dormers
and a large exterior end brick chimney with a double pair of shoulders. A 1907 photo of the
house shows a porch with turned posts extending across the front and a late Victorian two-story
addition to the west with a two-story semi-hexagonal porch topped by a polygonal roof.® The
porches have since been removed and the house has undergone a Colonial Revival remodeling.

The old Presbyterian manse (185-23-23) is a 1 1/2-story frame dwelling with exterior end brick
chimneys with a double pair of shoulders, a box comice, a central entrance with a three-light
transom, 9/9 sash windows, and twentieth-century gable dormers and columned portico (photo
12). Moved to its present site in 1911, it served as the home of the pastor of Village
Presbyterian Church, Edward P. Terhune, and his wife Mary Virginia Terhune from 1856 to
1859. Using the pen name Marion Harland, Mrs. Terhune was the author of twenty-five
published novels, three volumes of short stories, twenty-five books concerning homemaking, and
a dozen books on travel, biography, colonial history, and genealogy. Her 1910 autobiography
colorfully describes her life at the manse in Charlotte Court House.’

One of the most interesting houses in the village is the W. B. Ramsey House (185-23-19), a
Gothic Revival-style dwelling that probably dates to about 1850 (photo 13). Rare in Virginia
for its style and details, it is a 1 1/2-story frame and weatherboard structure on a brick
foundation and features exterior end brick chimneys and a wide three-bay porch with square
wooden columns. The building’s gable ends, porch gable, and three gable dormers have
decoratively-sawn Gothic bargeboards, while window hoods over tall 6/6 sash windows are also
festooned with Gothic sawnwork. The central front entrance features a narrow transom and
sidelights with diamond-pattern tracery. The house is set back from the road on a large Iot
dotted with trees and boxwoods.
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A few dwellings in the historic district were constructed during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, The Nannie Ramsey House (185-23-17) on Main Street appears to date
from the 1880s or 1890s with its bracketed cornice, central front gable, and ramped window
heads. The Torrey House (185-23-2) on Route 47 is an example of a modified Queen Anne-
style dwelling with its irregular massing, pyramidal-roofed entrance tower, bay windows, and
porch with turned posts and decorative sawnwork. The Yourman House (185-23-24) on Main
Street appears to date from the first decade of the twentieth century. It is a large foursquare-like
frame and weatherboard structure with a tall hipped roof, 2/2 sash windows, and a small
entrance portico.

Two early-twentieth-century educational buildings are also located in the historic district. The
former Charlotte County Elementary School (185-23-38) was constructed in 1908 at a cost of
$33,000.% It is a two-story, hip-roofed, brick structure with bands of tripled 4/4 sash windows,
wide eaves with exposed rafter ends, and a double-door entrance with sidelights and an elliptical
fanlight with elegant tracery. A pedimented portico with full entablature and Ionic columns
adorns the front of the building. Adjacent the school is the former Charlotte County Schools
Administration Building (185-23-37). Built in 1918 at a cost of $28,000, it is a two-story, flat-
roofed, brick building with a brick parapet, a paneled and stuccoed frieze with diamond-pattern
brick motifs, paneled spandrels, large 6/6 sash windows, and a pedimented portico with paired
Tuscan columns on brick piers (photo 14).°

One of the finest Colonial Revival schools in Southside Virginia is Randolph-Henry High School
(185-23-29) located at the western end of the historic district (photo 15). A large, five-part, 2
1/2-story, brick structure with a slate gable roof, parapet gable ends, gable dormers, and a
bracketed modillion cornice, the school was constructed in 1939-40 at a cost of $605,000.”
The building also has paired multi-pane windows topped by flared jack arches with concrete
keystones and a central front entrance highlighted by a segmental-arched pediment and pilasters.
Situated on a large lot with a broad front lawn shaded by a few trees, the school complex also
includes two 1 1/2-story, brick, Colonial Revival buildings designed as a home economics
building and a metal- and wood-working shop. Both buildings were built at the same time as
the school.

Three finely-crafted Colonial Revival public buildings in the historic district strongly contribute
to the village’s picturesque quality. They are the Charlotte County Health Department building
(185-23-31) on Route 40 (photo 16), the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service building (185-
23-1) on Route 47 (photo 17), and the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court building (185-23-
10) on Route 47. All of these buildings are 1 1/2-story brick structures, the designs for which
were inspired by colonial Tidewater Virginia domestic architecture, They feature such details
as modillion comnices, slate roofs, gable or hip dormers, 6/6 sash windows with flared jack
arches, brick water tables, and small wooden porticos.

Dating to the 1930s, these buildings are locally believed to have been built with funds donated
by local philanthropist David K. E. Bruce. Bruce, who lived at nearby Staunton Hill, one of
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Virginia’s most notable Gothic Revival mansions, was later appointed ambassador to France,
Great Britain, West Germany, and NATQ. Interested in colonial Virginia architecture, he
continued to donate funds for erecting new buildings in Charlotte Court House and remodeling
existing buildings in the Colonial Revival style. His generosity and sophisticated taste in
architecture greatly contributed to the charm and historic character of the present courthouse
town.

Another building that continues the tradition of Colonial Revival architecture in the village is the
small brick museum that was erected by the Charlotte County Branch of the Association for the
Preservation of Virginia Antiquities in 1962. A replica of Charlotte County’s first clerk’s office,
it is a one-story brick building with a modillion cornice and architrave trim surrounding 9/9 sash
windows with shutters. The structure is situated on a lot surrounded by a wooden picket fence.

David A. Edwards
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Note: All resources are contributing unless marked (NC) for noncontributing.

ROUTE 47 - east side

185-23-01

185-23-02

1930s, Colonial Revival, one-story, five-bay, brick, hip- roofed office building (Virginia
Cooperative Extension Service) with two interior end brick, corbel-topped chimneys, round-arched
windows and a fanlight with tracery over the entrance.

1890s, modified Queen Anne-style, two-story, three-bay, asymmetrical, gable-roofed, wood-frame
dwelling (Torrey House) with 1/1 double-sash windows, porch with turned posts, and a bay
window.

COURTHOUSE SQUARE

185-23-03

183-23-04

185-23-05

185-23-06

185-23-07

BYQ \%,7,0\

1940s, one-story, two-bay, brick, gable-roofed garage converted into an office building (Gereral
Registrar’s Office) with 6/6 double-sash and a modem-style front door sheltered by an alurinum
awning.

1900, Romanesque Revival-style, one-story, three-bay, brick, governmental office building
(Clerk’s Office) with a projecting front entrance tower with arched opening and pyramidai-hipped
roof; brick water table, two semi-interior end brick chimneys with corbelled tops, 2/2 double-sash
windows, slightly-projecting brick bands that articulate the facade, and wooden shutters at the
windows; 1950s, one-story rear brick addition with one exterior end brick flue and a flat roof.

1840, Greek Revival-style, two-story, three-bay, brick, governmental office building (originally
Charlotte County Clerk’s Office) with 12/12 and 8/8 double-sash windows, slightly overhanging
eaves, and a 1961 brick addition to the rear.

1936, vernacular, two-story, three-bay, gable-roofed brick jail with an interior brick chimney and
barred casement windows with lintels and end blocks.

1823, Roman Revival, one-story, three-bay, brick, gable- roofed Charlotte County Courthouse
with a tetrastyle Tuscan portico with a blind lunette in the pediment; 12/12 and 8/12 double-sash
windows, central front entrance with and a four-light transom; excellent preserved interior;
designed by Thomas Jefferson.

Confederate Monument east of Courthouse: stone obelisk on a stepped granite base topped by a
Confederate infantryman; dedicated 27 August 1901; contributing object

Ca. 1940 metal town water tank to rear of jail supported by four metal supports on a concrete
pad: contributing structure.

ROUTE 47 - west side

185-23-08

b \%LJ',V

Charlotte County Public Library: 1810, one-story, brick wing built as law office; 1836, two-story,
two-bay, brick, gable-roofed residence added; became Charlotte County Public Library in 1937;
6/6 and 8/12 double-sash windows, exterior-end chimneys, small one-bay portico with Doric
columns.
























