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The former Auburn Chase plantat ion house is a charac te r i s t ic  example of the f i ne ly  
proportioned dwellings erected during the eighteenth and ea r ly  nineteenth centuries 
to  se rve 'as  residences of Virginia planters. The two-story, s ingle-pi le  house 
follows a bas'ic Georgian proportional system, having a symmetrical, five-bay 
facade and a low hipped roof. Typically, the  windows a r e  twice as high as they 
a re  wide and contain nine-over-nine sashes. The windows ,have pegged frames with 
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The plan of t he  house is the  basic  center-passage plan with a mom oneach side.  
Although the  i n t e r i o r  is now used a s  an of f icere '  club, much of t he  ear ly  fabr ic  
is intact .  This includes pine flooring,  paneled doors, t he  s t a i r ,  and most of the 
door and window frames. A handsome Adam-style mantel and paneled dado survive i n  
one of the f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms. A long, one-story wing has been added t o  the r ea r  
i n  mdern  times t o  accomodate the c lub 's  service  areas.  

The house is located ju s t  ins ide  t h e  main gates of the  supply center. Although 
most of t he  farmland is now occupied by the complex's many buildings, the  house 
re ta ins  a pleasant setting.' It is s i t ua t ed  on a s l i g h t  r i s e ,  surrounded by cedars, 
oalcs, and lawn. A paved, curved dr ive leads t o  the  portico. Adjacent t o  the house 
a r e  twenty-one acrks of pasture kept f o r  the  maintenance of a herd of seven American 
e lk ,  descendants of two e lk  brought t o  t he  property by James Bellwood around 1900. 
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mown or ig ina l ly  as Sheff ie lds  a n d l q t e r  a s  dukurrr C b s ,  Bellwsod Mas a ? rk i&.  , 

. . plantation f ram 16,19..to 1941, -except -for -a .twelve. year .period , f ~ l l o u t n g  the .  , ,,..,.; ., ~ , .  .: 
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Ibe Gregorys b u i l t  t he  present dwelling'.house.around 1790; nothing is knomof .  .: - , :  

preceding houses. The ex is t ing  s t ruc tu re  is a cha rac t e r i s t i c  example of the wooden, 
Georgian s t y l e  a rch i tec ture  favored by most Virginia planters during the eighteenth 
and ear ly  nineteenth centuries.  Although it has been subjected t o  l a t e r  modifica- 
t ions ,  i ts  a rch i t ec tu ra l  i n t e g r i t y  has not been s ign i f i can t ly  diluted.  

I n  addit ion t o  the  Great Hassacre, Bellwood has been the scene of b a t t l e s  i n  
both t h e  Revolutionary W a r  and the Civil.War. ' I n  t h e ' l a t t e r  c o n f l i c t  it was 
occupted by Union troops. B e  owner of the.property during t h a t  period was 
Hajor Drewry, who had married in to  the Gregory family. Drewry l a t e r  traded the 
plantat ion f o r  Westover i n  Charles City County. I n  1887 the house and farmlands 
were acquired by James Bellwood, who gave the place i ts  present name. Bellwood 
restored the depleted land and made the farm one of Virginia 's  chief agr icu l tura l  
showplaces. ~ellwood'products represented Virginia a t  the Palvrm8-Bcific Inter-  
national Exposition i n  San Francisco and won fourteen gold and s i l v e r  medals as  
well a s  the outstanding exhibi t  award f o r  excellence i n  competition with in te r -  
national exhibi ts .  F r m  1900 through the  1930s Bellwood was v i s i t e d  by ag r i cu l tu r i s t s  
from throughout t he  world, and i ts  reputation remains even today. A remnant 
of the  Bellwood family's i n t e r e s t  i n  nature is the e l k  herd, s t i l l  cared for  on 
the grounds. 

I n  1941 Bellwood was acquired by the U.S. Government and is now the Defense General 
Supply Center. The house is maintained as the center ' s  o f f i c e r s '  club. 








