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 NAME 
tilSTORlC Auburn Chase; Shef f i e l d s  . . 

. .  . 

AND/OR COMMON 

Bellwood (< re fe r r ed )  

  LOCATION 3 mi l e s  S of Richinodd Ci ty  l i m i t s ;  3 m i l e  IJ of U.S. Route 1; 
STREET & NUMBER .3 mile  N of Kingsland creek;  ,.6 m i l e  S of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 

S t a t e  Route 1613 and U .  S.  Route 1. . X_NOTFORPUBUCATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

~ichmond  X- VICINITYOF Third (David E. S a t t e r f i e l d .  111) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  . 51 - C h e s t e r f i e l d  041 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE . 

DISTRICT &PUBLIC XOCCUPIED -AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

LBUILDING(B) -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIE~ , -COMMERCIAL $PARK 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESb -EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

%.SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-0 BJ ECT -IN PROCESS X-YEs RESTRICTED (B1dg*) -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSI~ERED &YES U N , E S T R I C T E D ( G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ) -INDUSTRIOL -TRANSPORTATION 

-NO &M I LITARY -OTHER 

%OWNER OF PROPERTY iv 

NAVE 
Defense General Supply Center ,  DSA, Department of Defense 

STREET& NUMBER 
i 2 - 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Richmond - VICINITY OF Virg in i a  23297 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS~ETC. Ches te r f i e ld  County Courthouse 

C h e s t e r f i e l d  V i r g i n i a  

TITLE 

H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
DATE 

1957 X-FEDERAL ATATE -COUNTY LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Library  of  Congress 
CiTY TOWN STATE 

Washington D. C ,  



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

d X~CELLEMT -DETERIORATED ANALTERED KORIGINALSITE 
-oo00 -RUINS LLTEREO AOMD DAL 

_ F A I R  -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The former Auburn Chase plantat ion house is a charac te r i s t ic  example of the f i ne ly  
proportioned dwellings erected during the eighteenth and ea r ly  nineteenth centuries 
to  se rve 'as  residences of Virginia planters. The two-story, s ingle-pi le  house 
follows a bas'ic Georgian proportional system, having a symmetrical, five-bay 
facade and a low hipped roof. Typically, the  windows a r e  twice as high as they 
a re  wide and contain nine-over-nine sashes. The windows ,have pegged frames with 

, skkied s i l l s ; ,  t he  saahes ahd &ay o f  tke 'gl&a ,panes a r e  o r i g h l .  The windows 
were o r ig iba l ly  Eung with shut te rs ;  tdep=eaent  ones a r e  qez%.  The rectangular, 
trans* on the , 'front door 'is ' e n r i c b d  ;wi t f ;  Adam-style trakery.  Materials used 
in &,Lse 'inclu&' '4'bri=k'fouidatioh :ahd 'bricl;' (F]LenilTfi 'bond J'lextei$br .&a. ':.:'' ch-ys. &ih$ h;$i;et~'.;aper;se&cture-. ~ . : ~ & ~ ~ r - ~ & , ~ ~  .&i,d .c&&red & k ~  w&ath$'r'r'..:.. - . . . . . . 
boar& i .sheltering - , . . . . ., ttie.'cedtdr -, bay' is"kl&n-orzdinal ped&nented'p6rtido supported' 

.' o n - . ~ s < ~ a r e , ' c o l ~ ' ; .  jChe p&~ic?o's'tirick: p£ i t foM and ehf r iese ' l a t t i ce ' ra i l  arc;': 
. : , ~; i':: .:. :. ' 

. .  . , : .  . .  . , 
, . . 1 - . . . , . . .<:: ,< ' .  ' . . . ~ f '  , . ' i ! : ,  

.' moderri. 

The plan of t he  house is the  basic  center-passage plan with a mom oneach side.  
Although the  i n t e r i o r  is now used a s  an of f icere '  club, much of t he  ear ly  fabr ic  
is intact .  This includes pine flooring,  paneled doors, t he  s t a i r ,  and most of the 
door and window frames. A handsome Adam-style mantel and paneled dado survive i n  
one of the f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms. A long, one-story wing has been added t o  the r ea r  
i n  mdern  times t o  accomodate the c lub 's  service  areas.  

The house is located ju s t  ins ide  t h e  main gates of the  supply center. Although 
most of t he  farmland is now occupied by the complex's many buildings, the  house 
re ta ins  a pleasant setting.' It is s i t ua t ed  on a s l i g h t  r i s e ,  surrounded by cedars, 
oalcs, and lawn. A paved, curved dr ive leads t o  the  portico. Adjacent t o  the house 
a r e  twenty-one acrks of pasture kept f o r  the  maintenance of a herd of seven American 
e lk ,  descendants of two e lk  brought t o  t he  property by James Bellwood around 1900. 



SIGNIFICANCE . 
. ~ . .  
, . .  2 

, , 

PERIOD < .  . . . : AREASOF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTtM BELOW. ; . :I... . : . .  
--PREHISTORIC ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC . -COMMUNITY PLANNING - '  -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -REUGION 

< :  
-1W%1499 XARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION- - : -LAW . ACIENCE, . . 

-1500-1599 SGRICULTURE ICONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 
-1520-1699 &RCHITECTURE I D U C A T I O N  &MILITARY . S O U A U H U M A N I T A R I A N  
X170(~1799 ART . J . I ~ L Y I  . . I : r l N G I N 4 9 1 N G  #us!c -THEATER 
X18CO-las4 -COMMERCE I X P L O R A T I O W S E l T L E M E  -PHILOSOPHY 

-TRAMPORTATION 
-1900- S O M M U N I C A T I O N S  J N O U S T R Y  -POUTICYGOMRNMEM KOTHER ~SPECIFVI 

. C * ,. ... , . JNVENnON; ! I :  . . . . . .  .. . . . . . .  
: .  . Animal Husbandry 

.- .. .. I -  . ,.. 

. . .  
SPECIFIC OATES 

. - - .  
EUILDEWARCHIT&? 

.. . - . .. 

. . . . - . . . . > e .  ; r r  - <  ..- 9 - 3 - . . ",3.1' .  . . Pr,.. , . , .  . -  . . 
S T A T E M ~ T O F S f i N l F ~ N ~  ' - V  . - -  -- ---- Z.. . --.. . -' ? . --- - 2 - - d..  - 8 :  ,.,a -,. L - - ., .., 

. ., -. 2 \:,.:.I,.- . . .  i .  - . 2 . .  - : . I. . . 2 -  3 " J -  . . , . . .- ...-., . 
mown or ig ina l ly  as Sheff ie lds  a n d l q t e r  a s  dukurrr C b s ,  Bellwsod Mas a ? rk i&.  , 

. . plantation f ram 16,19..to 1941, -except -for -a .twelve. year .period , f ~ l l o u t n g  the .  , ,,..,.; ., ~ , .  .: 
&eat Massacre -of 1622 L..The Shef f ie ld  family -was .k i l led :durFog ' the rnF.s.acre, a n d  

. : ~. ' ~ when t h e  -area .wqa ipac-ed the property was.-qcquired-by t h e  Gregory .family .. .. : , , 

Ibe Gregorys b u i l t  t he  present dwelling'.house.around 1790; nothing is knomof .  .: - , :  

preceding houses. The ex is t ing  s t ruc tu re  is a cha rac t e r i s t i c  example of the wooden, 
Georgian s t y l e  a rch i tec ture  favored by most Virginia planters during the eighteenth 
and ear ly  nineteenth centuries.  Although it has been subjected t o  l a t e r  modifica- 
t ions ,  i ts  a rch i t ec tu ra l  i n t e g r i t y  has not been s ign i f i can t ly  diluted.  

I n  addit ion t o  the  Great Hassacre, Bellwood has been the scene of b a t t l e s  i n  
both t h e  Revolutionary W a r  and the Civil.War. ' I n  t h e ' l a t t e r  c o n f l i c t  it was 
occupted by Union troops. B e  owner of the.property during t h a t  period was 
Hajor Drewry, who had married in to  the Gregory family. Drewry l a t e r  traded the 
plantat ion f o r  Westover i n  Charles City County. I n  1887 the house and farmlands 
were acquired by James Bellwood, who gave the place i ts  present name. Bellwood 
restored the depleted land and made the farm one of Virginia 's  chief agr icu l tura l  
showplaces. ~ellwood'products represented Virginia a t  the Palvrm8-Bcific Inter-  
national Exposition i n  San Francisco and won fourteen gold and s i l v e r  medals as  
well a s  the outstanding exhibi t  award f o r  excellence i n  competition with in te r -  
national exhibi ts .  F r m  1900 through the  1930s Bellwood was v i s i t e d  by ag r i cu l tu r i s t s  
from throughout t he  world, and i ts  reputation remains even today. A remnant 
of the  Bellwood family's i n t e r e s t  i n  nature is the e l k  herd, s t i l l  cared for  on 
the grounds. 

I n  1941 Bellwood was acquired by the U.S. Government and is now the Defense General 
Supply Center. The house is maintained as the center ' s  o f f i c e r s '  club. 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREICEOF NOMINATED CROPERPT 21 acres E 18  284170 4143400 
UTM REFERENCES 

18,4141110) [4,1[4,313,5 , O j  
ZONE EASTING NORTHING CM 1218141116,0] 14,114?1SI,5,OJ 

VERBALEOUNDARYDESCRIPT~ONT~~ 21-acre Bellwood progti5fjty is bbunded by a l i n e  begin- 
ning a t  a m i n t  located a t  the  NE corner of wooded area  W of US Route 1 and aoprox- 
imaiely 17b0' SSW of in te rsec t ion  of s a id  route with S t a t e  Route 1614; thence extenhing 
approximately 700' S along E .edge of wooded area ,  then curving SW f o r  about kOO', con- 
t inuing along t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  t h e n  curving due W and continuing along S edge of wooded area  
f o r  approximately 650' t o  a - p o i n t  (C); thence extending approximately 200' due N, cu t t ing  
through wooded area: thence extendinn aoproximatelv 800' ?rW. o a r t i a l l y  following t r e e  l ine:  
thence extend in^ apkroximatelv 650' iIE to a m i n t  IE); (see: iont inuat  ion sheet-#l) 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR C O U N N  BOUNDARIESS 
. -  . , ? . . . . , . . . .. . . ,. > . . ,  ,~ . . .  , . . ii 'I  . . . - .  . , . ~  .. . . . , . .. . .,.. . ~ . .  .. . I 

, . STATE .. . . ~  . . . , . .. CODE 
. I  ; ~ .  f,.: .. . '1 ~, ,.. .., ~, . -  . . I .  , '  , . : . .. . .COUNW 

. . , . : , . . ,  ... . . , ,  
STATE . CODE COUNN CODE 

 FORM PREPARED;BY.u)- Jose h P Sm th ,  Lt. Col. William D. England,. and 
, , . . .  ~ c o t t  d u r c k  

NAMEIT~TU , : . .  ... - Defense General supply ~euter ,"~ichmond,~a; , !  23297 
(2) Virginia:  His tor ic  Landmarks Cormnission S ta f f  . .  . . 

' " '  : .  
ORGANi7ATION . . . .. . > DATE :. , . .  . , . .. .~ 
- - .  Virginia  'His tor ic    and marks' Commission : August ,197.7' , . . 

. . STREET&NUMBER. :. I, : :. . .. . . .  . . .  . , . .  , . TELEPHONE, - - ! : , ,  

- ' .  '. 221 *ernor':Street- : i  ' . ~ '  ' ' . , , . (804) 786-3144. I:,:; : . . , < ,  ! : 
W M O R T W N  ~:; j . ;  . . <  . .~ , . . . . .  . ,  STATE ' .  ' ,~,, . .  . .  .. . 
. - ., ,:, . . .  . Virg in i a .  23219' .: . 

' :   STATE . .  ~ HISTORIC . PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION: ,:' : 
. . THE ~ A L U A T E D  SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPER~Y WITHIN THE STATE IS: . . . . ,. . . . . ,  . . . -- , 

NATIONAL, STATE- X LOCAL- , 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Olticer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 IPubiic Law 89-865). 1 
hereby nominate thip proparty'for'inc~uridn in the National ~ i g i h e r  gnd.c$rtify that it has been evsluated:according to the 

. . . . 
criteria and prdcedures set forth byt 
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10. C-EOGXAPHICAL (Verbal Boundary Description cont'd) 

thezce extending approximately 150' SE; thence extending approximately 800', 
curving SW, S ,  then SE to  W edge of  wooded area; thence extending approximately 
7G9'1.T. along W tree l ine  to point of origin. 






