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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {tF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The former Auburn Chase plantation house is a characteristic example of the finely
proportioned dwellings erected during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries
to serve as residences of Virginia planters. The two-story, single-pile house
follows a basic Georgian proportional system, having a symmetrical, five-bay
 facade and a low hipped roof. Typically, the windows are twice as high as they
are wide and contain nine-over-nlne sashes.‘ The windows have pegged frames with
_mickled sills; the sashes ahd many of tﬁe glass,panes are origlnal - The windows -
 were originally hung with shutters; the’ present ones are modern The rectangular
transom on the front doox ‘is ‘enriched with Adam-style tracery. Materials used
inthe house 1nc1ude é brick foundatioh and ‘brick® (Flemish ‘bond)“exterior ‘end:
chimneys. - The hoube 5 superstructure 15 ‘timber -framed -and cavered with weather--
~ boards. Sheitering the centér bay’ is'h‘non-original pedimented-portico supported
" on-two square’ cqumns The portiéo & brlck pIatforﬁ and ehinese lattice rail are-

. moderd.’ X

'

The plan of the house is the basic center-passage plan with a room oneach side.
Although the interior is now used as an officers' club, much of the early fabric
is intact. This includes pine flooring, paneled doors, the stair, and most of the
door and window frames. A handsome Adam-style mantel and paneled dado survive in
one of the first-floor rooms. A long, one~story wing has been added to the rear
in modern times to accompodate the club's: service areas.

The house is located just inside the main gates of the supply center. Although

most of the farmland is now occupied by the complex's many buildings, the house _
retains a pleasant setting. It is situated on a slight rise, surrounded by cedars,
ozks, and lawn. A paved, curved drive leads to the portico. Adjacent to the house
are twenty-one acres of pasture kept for the maintenance of a herd of seven American
elk, descendants of two elk brought to the property by James Bellwood around 1900.
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Knovn originally as Sheffields and;.la,r.er 38 Auburn. Chase, _Bellmod was a wo,rking

© : plantation from 1619.to 1941,  except .for a_twelve year period.following the . ; :
. Great, Massacre .0f 1622, .The Sheffield family was killed during the massacre, and

when the -area .was ipaclified the property was .acquired. by the Gregory fam:Lly. TR

The Gregorys built the present dwelling house. around 1790; nothing is known of . . .- -

preceding - houses,

The existing structure is a characteristic example of the wooden,'

Gecrgian style architecture favored by most Virginia plaaters during the eighteenth

and early nineteenth centuries.

Although it has been subjected to later modifica-

tions, its architectural integrity has not been significantly diluted.

 In addition to the Great Massacre, Bellwood has been the scene of battles in
both the Revolutionary War and the Civil .War.

occupted by Unionr troops.

Ma jor Drewry, who had married into the Gregory family,
plantation for Westover in Charles City County.
were acquired by James Bellwood, who gave the place its present name,

v In the !latter conflict it was
The owner of the property during that period was

Drewry later traded the
In 1837 the house and farmlands

Bellwood

restored the depleted "land and made the farm one of Virginia's chief agricultural
showplaces. Bellwood products represented Virginia &t the Panama-Pacific Inter-
national Exposition in San Francisco and won fourteen gold and silver medals as
well as the outstanding exhibit award for excellence in competitién with inter-

pational exhibits.

. from throughout the world, and its reputation remains even today,

From 1900 through the 1930s Bellwood was visited by agricultu'riets‘

A remnant

of the Bellwood family's inl:erest in nature is the elk herd, still cared for on

the grounds.

In 1941 Bellwood was acquired by the U.S. ‘Gov_ernment and is now the Defense General

Supply Center.

CL

The house is maintained as the center's officers' club.













