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D E S C R I B E T H E  PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Distinq!.:shed as  the  f i n e s t  Federal house i n  ches te r f ie ld  County, Magnolia Grange is 
l o c ~ t e d  oil C .  t.e Route 10 across from the  Chestorfield County Courthouse. The house, 
which was b u  - 2  i n  1823, has survived with few a l t e r a t ions  t o  the  o r i g i n a l  fabr ic .  

Magnolia Grange is a two-story, five-bay house capped by a hipped roof .  A two- 
leve l  por t ico r e b u i l t  i n  1977 is  centered i n  the simply de ta i led ,  symmetrical facade 
(north e leva t ion) ,  shielding the cen t ra l  bay. This bay is marked a t  both l eve l s  by double 
doors with e l l i p t i c a l  fan l igh ts  and s ide l iyh ts .  Both port ico t i e r s  a r e  suppor.ted by 
square columns. The por t ico  columns supp:ict an entablature a t  the f i r s t  l e v e l  and a 
pediment above. A Doric cornice with mutules encircles  t he  s t ruc tu re .  A dwarf po r t i co  
a t  the west elevation indicates  the  entrance i n t o  the music room. The wal l s  of the  
facade a re  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond; s ide  and r ea r  ( p a r t i a l )  walls a r e  l a i d  i n  three-course 
American bond. Because of s t ruc tu ra l  f a i l u re ,  the  r ea r  wal l  has been sub jec t  t o  con- 
siderable rebuilding,  which accounts for  i t s  i r r egu la r  bonding pat tern.  The roof l i n e  
is broken by f ive  chimneys; two each a t  the  e a s t  and west elevatiors, one a t  t he  south 
elevation. The chimneys located a t  the e a s t  and west elevations a r e  i n t e r i o r  end with 
simple corbeled chimney caps. The f i f t h ,  an ex te r ior  chimney posit ioned a t  t h e  south 
elevation i s  f a l s e ,  used t o  hide the duct work and wiring which were i n s t a l l e d  during 
the recent res tora t ion  process. The house has a p a r t i a l  c e l l a r  which was dug ca. 1'300 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  furnace i n s t a l l a t i o n .  The s t ruc tu re  is  l ighted by 12/12 sash on the  
f i r s t  f loor  and 8/8 on the  second. This fenestra t ion pa t te rn  i s  unusual i n  t h a t  it 
has four panes across each sash ra ther  than the usual three.  A s l i g h t l y  recessed,  

! double-door entrance f i l l s  the r e a r  center  bay. It i s  surrounded by a symmetr:ical.ly 
molded archi t rave with corner blocks. The raised-panel doors and s i d e l i g h t s  match 
those of the f ron t  elevation.  Marks on the r e a r  brickwork ind ica te  the  presence of a 
one-story rear  porch, now removed. A 1968 photograph made before r e s to ra t ion  was 
begun shows t h i s  porch and a two-story frame s t ruc ture  which w a s  connected t o  the  house 
by a one-story frame passage. 

The i n t e r i o r  plan is  simple, expressed as  a central-pas;age, double-pile d??ign 
on each f loor .  The lower f loor  i s  dividedinto a par lor  (N.E.), dining room ( S . E . ) ,  
kitchen (S.W.), and music room (N.W.); the upper f l oo r  is used a s  a l i b r a r y  ( N . E . ) ,  
guest room ( S . E . ) ,  nursery (S.W.), and bedroom. 

The house has re ta ined v i r t u a l l y  a l l  its or ig ina l  t r i m ,  i t s  most s a l i e n t  f ea tu re s  being 
the Federal mantels, the  e l l i p t i c a l  arch i n  the  cen t r a l  passage and the p l a s t e r  
cornices and ce i l i ng  medallions i n  the  par lor  and dining room. The mantels of t he  
par lor  and dining room a re  i den t i ca l  and i l l u s t r a t e  an imaginative use of c l a s s i c a l  
motifs. Slender s ty l i zed  Ionic columns support an elongated entablature  which is  
embellished with guil loches,  anthemion ornament and a deeply molded cornice.  Door and 
window openings i n  each room a re  surrounded by symmetrically molded a rch i t raves  w i t h  
corner blocks. A highly enriched p l a s t e r  cornice encirclesboth rooms, and each c e i l i n g  
center i s  marked by an A d a m e s q ~ e ~ l a s t e r  medallion nearly i den t i ca l  t o  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e d  
by Asher Benjamin, e - l m e r i c a n  Builders Companion, 1806, p l a t e  27b. A hinged folding 
pa r t i t i on  comprised of two sectj.ons of four panels each divides t he  dining and par lor  
areas. The ra ised panels of the p a r t i t i o n  a re  s imi la r  i n  form t o  those found beneath 
the windows alid i n  the window jambs. A strapwork band divides the  ra ised paneling from 
the window s i l l .  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Federa l  s t y l e  which permeated New England communities i n  t h e  l a te  18 th  and e a r l y  

19th c e n t u r i e s  was cha rac te r i zed  by a u n i f i c a t i o n  of p a r t s ,  a t t e n u a t e d  p ropor t ions  and 
del icacy of  d e t a i l s .  Conspicuollsly loca ted  ac ross  from the C h e s t e r f i e l d  County Court- 
house, Magnolia Grange c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a conservative,  b u t  e l e g a n t  example o f  l a t e  18th- 
century American a r c h i t e c t u r e  which was manifested i n  a v a r i e t y  of  £ o m s  as it moved i n t o  
t h e  South. The s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h e  most notable  of i ts  type  i n  t h e  county and has been 
recognized a s  an important  l o c a l  landmark s i n c e  i t s  const ruct ion .  Many o f  t h e  owners and 
occu2ants of Magnolia Grange have held  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  and were ins t rumenta l  i n  d i c t a t i n g  
t h e  county ' s  p o l i t i c a l  development. While Magnolia Grange l acks  t h e  complex o r  curved 
i n t e r i o r  spaces a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Federa l  s t y l e ,  its e l l i p t i d a l  f a n l i g h t s ,  a t t enua ted  
propor t ions  and d e l i c a t e  cornices  a r e  a l l  common s t y l i s t i c  devj-ces. 

i Magnolia Grange was b u i l t  i n  1823 by William Winfree, who was descended from an e a r l y  
Ches te r t l e ld  County family. Accord~ng t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  a t  one time t h e  proper ty  was 
known a s  Cold Water Run. The p r e s e n t  name i s  assoc ia ted  wi th  t h e  magnolia t r e e s  and 
formal boxwood gardens which once surrounded t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The t r e e s  and gardens were 
destroyed a f t e r  the  C i v i l  l iar t o  provide  a d d i t i o n a l  farmland. 

Plagnolia Grange i s  one of t h e  few formal dwell ings of b r i c k  i n  Lie county. Its 
i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g  is  among t h e  most soph i s t i ca ted  i n  the  a r e a ,  and a d e t a i l e d  survey has  
shown the  house t o  have t h e  county 's  s i n g l e  Federa l  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a double-pi le  c e n t r a l -  
passage p lan .  I t s  f e n e s t r a t i o n  p a t t e r n  is uncommon, and t h e  academically inf luenced 
cornice ,  o rna te  plasterwork and fo ld ing-pa r t i t ion  doors g ive  f u r t h e r  evidence of  i t s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ign i f i cance .  

Magnolia Grange remained i n  t h e  Winfree family u n t i l  1845. A f t e r  t h i s  d a t e  t h e  
house was s o l d  t o  a succession of  owners, s e v e r a l  of whom were b e s e t  by f i n a n c i a l  
d i f E i c u l t i e s  which caused them t o  dispose of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  soon a f t e r  a c q u i s i t i o n  Stephen 
DuVal bought t h e  proper ty  i n  1861 and b u i l t  a t ave rn ,  no longer e x t a n t ,  n o r t h  of t h e  
house, ac ross  from t h e  courthouse. Following DuVal, Magnolia Grange passed through two 
add i t iona l  owners be fo re  i t  was purchased i n  1881 by Emma Cogbi l l .  C o g b i l l ' s  descendants 
f igured prominently i n  t h e  county 's  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  and included Commonwealth's 
a t to rneys ,  a s t a t e  sena to r ,  and a county c l e r k .  Magnolia Grange remained t h e  proper ty  of 
the Cogbil l  family u n t i l  1969 when i t  was bought a t  auct ion  by t h e  p r e s e n t  owners. 

Magnolia Grange has  been res to red  by t h e  p r e s e n t  owners. I t s  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  i s  
p resen t ly  threatened by t h e  p o t e n t i a l  commercial development of t h e  a d j a c e n t  vacant 
property.  










