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Swif t  Creek W i l l  i s  a  b r i c k  g r i s t  m i l l  s e t  on a  high,  uncoursed 
rubble s t o n e  foundat ion.  I n  1965 t h e  bu i ld ing  was converted i n t o  a  d inner  
t h e a t r e ,  bu t  w i th  l i t t l e  compromise t o  i t s  s cen ic  qua l i ty .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  b r i c k  p o r t i o n  i s  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  American bond, 
i n d i c a t i n g  a  mid-nineteenth century  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  f a b r i c .  The s tone  ground 
f l o o r  and basement l e v e l s  may inco rpora t e  f a b r i c  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  m i l l  
e r ec t ed  on t h e  s i t e  i n  the  la te -seventeenth  century.  Most o t h e r  su rv iv ing  
e a r l y  f a b r i c  such a s  windows, doors and s t r u c t u r a l  t imbers  appear t o  be mid- 
n ine teen th  cen tu ry  work. 

The m i l l  i s  covered by an unusual ly  shal low gable  roof: which could 
r cp lace  an e a r l i e r  one of more conventional  proport ions.  

The four-bay west e l e v a t i o n  o r  f r o n t  conta ins  doors i n  t h e  inne r  bays 
of t h e  ground f l o o r .  Above t h e  no r th  doosray i s  a  loading duonjay which, 
l i k e  the  opening below, con ta ins  a na i l - s tudded b a t t e n  door.  The windows 
throughout t h e  west w a l l  have s ix-over-s ix  sa sh  (most of which is  r e s t o r e d ) ,  
and a r e  topped w i t h  f l a t  wooden l i n t e l s .  A s  p a r t  of t h e  conversion of t h e  
second s t o r y  i n t o  a  t h e a t r e ,  t h e  windows on t h a t  l e v e l  have been backed 
pernz.nently. The e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  o r  r e a r  has a  window and door arrangement 
s i n ~ i l . a r  t o  t h e  west e l e v a t i o n  al though t h e  second f l o o r  windor~s have been 
b r i cked  up. %go e a r l y  doors ,  one a  t ~ i 0  s e c t i o n  ba t t e r .  &or su rv ive  on t h e  
ground f l o o r .  Flood dmnage has caused the  r ebu i ld ing  of s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  
south  w a l l ,  however, t h e  m i l l  r ace  and t u r b i n e  macllinery a r e  i n t a c t  on t h i s  
s i d e .  The tu rb ine  apparent ly  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  l a t e - n i n e t e e a t h  cen tu ry  
t o  r ep lace  a m i l l  wheel. A wooden shed a d d i t i o n  s h e l t e r i n g  t h e  t u r b i n e  was 
removed when t h e  sou th  w a l l  was most r e c e n t l y  s t a b i l i z e d .  The no r th  wal l  i s  
l a r g e l y  hidden by a  b r i c k  and s t o n e  modern but  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  sympathet ic  
a d d i t i o n  housing s t a i r s ,  t o i l e t s ,  k i t c h e n ,  and o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  necessary  t o  
the  c u r r e n t  func t ion .  

Although t h e  i n t e r i o r  has  been remodeled c+xtensively, i t s  r u s t i c  
atmosphere has n o t  been s a c r i f i c e d .  This a b u s p h e r e  is enhanced by t h e  
r e t e n t i o n  of  much of t h e  e a r l y  s t r u c t u r a l  t i r b e r s  as  we l l  a s  some of t h e  
machinery, i nc lud ing  two s e t s  of  m i l l  s t ones  Fn t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  cas ings .  

Despi te  t h e  heavy c o m e r c i a l  development i n  t h e  a r e a , t h e  m i l l  
p r o p  e  r t y  i s  s t i l l  wooded and provides a  handsome s e t t i n g .  J u s t  t o  

t h e  no r th  i s  n sinal l ,  mid-nineteenth century  b r i c k  m i l l  s t o r e  w i t h  gable-end 
f r o n t  and a  s t e p @  parapet  gab le .  An unusual f e a t u r e  is  t h e  p a r a p e t ' s  t o p  
s t e p  inco rpora t ing  a  chimney. Swif t  Creek wi th  its l a r g e  dam i s  immediately 
t o  the south ,  and U.S. Route 1 passes t o  t h e  .ves t .  
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A m i l l  has been l o c a t e d  a t  %,:tit Creek M i l l  f o r  over  t h r e e  hundred 
y e a r s ,  and t h e  massive s tone  foundations of t h e  present  s t r u c t u r e  may incorpora te  
f a b r i c  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  m i l l  e r ec t ed  by Henry Randolpi~ between 1657 and 1666. 
This  p re sen t  b u i l d i n g  i n  i t s  p ic turesque  s e t t i n g  formed by t h e  damned c reek  I 

l 
and wooded baalcs is p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  only e a r l y  s t r u c t u r e  remaining on t h e  noy 
henv i ly  developed h i s t o r i c  Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike (U.S. 1 ) .  

The e a r l i e s t  mention of a m i l l  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  appears i n  a  1666 
pa ten t  t o  John i.Jilson which g ives  a s  a r e fe rence  po in t  a  s p o t  "...about 100 
psces above M r .  Randolph's M i l l . "  Randolph inmigrated t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  1623 
and acqui red  t h e  m i l l  s i t e  i n  a  150 ac re  t r a c t  pa tented  i n  1657. Randolph 
n7parent ly ope ra t ed  t h e  m i l l  bo th  a s  a r e r c h a n t  m i l l  and a  p l a n t a t i o n  r a i l 1  
as i t  was ad jacen t  t o  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  "~loomsbury"  . It continued t o  be k n o ~ a  
ns I!i?ndolph's M i l l  u n t i l  1804 when ovnersiiip was t r a n s f e r r e d  from Richard 
Blan?, Randolph t o  William Roxvlett. It tken  came t o  be  known a s  Rowle t t ' s  Y.il.1 
urlti.l s o l d  i n  1852 by t h e  h e i r  of W i l l i ~ ?  Tox.71ett's son, k'eter, t o  the Swift  
Creek "Lanufacturing Company. It may be &r ing  t h i s  ~ e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  rnil.1 wa: 
l a r g e l y  r e b u i l t  s i n c e  most o f  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  da te s  from t h e  mid-nineteent:h 
cen tu ry .  

C i v i l  War a c t i o n  was centered  around t h e  m i l l  on May 10 ,  1864, rvhe 
Union General aenjamin F. B u t l e r ' s  Amy of t h e  James a t t tmpted  a  crossirlg a t  
Swif t  Creek i n  a  move a g a i n s t  General P i c k e t t ' s  men on t h c  south  bank. The 

on the  e a s t .  
b a t t l e  s i t e  extended f r m  Brander 's  B r i i g e  t o  t h e  west ,  t o  E l l . e r s l i e  P lan ta t ion  

Followi.ng t h e  war t h e  m i l l  ';as used as a  d i s t i l l e r y  f o r  corn rihisl;. I .  
as vc%1 a s  a  g r i s t  m i l l  and was knor~m as  Schmidt 's D i s t i l l e r y .  This iesi:;na!rron 
ceased i n  1072 when t h e  owner l o s t  the  p rc2e r ty  through l a c k  of  t a x  pa)ment.T 
I n  1929, a f t e r  pass ing  through s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  ormers, t h e  m i l l  was acquired 
by Ananda P e r c i v a l  who renamed i t  Swif t  Creek M i l l .  H i l l i n g  ope ra t ions  were 
con t i rued  by t h e  P e r c i v a l  fami ly  i n t o  t t e  1950's .  

I n  r e c e n t  yea r s  t h e  bu i ld ing  b.as been s u c c e s s f u l l y  and sympathe t ica l ly  
converted i n t o  a  playhouse and r e s t a u r c n t .  It s t ands  as  a  good example o f  a  
success fu l  adap t ive  u s e  of a  h i s t o r i c  s tn i c tu r t ?  whose o r i g i n a l  func t ion  i s  no 
longer  f e a s i b l e .  








