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Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructloncl) 
GOVERNMENT: Courthouse LANDSCAPE: Plaza 

rav- cmv- 
Correctional facilitv REREATION AND CULTURE: Monunent/marker 

LANDSCAPE: Plaza Museum 
RECREATION AND CULTURE: Monument/marker 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter cateaories from instructions) - 
(enter categories from instructions) 

fwndation BRICK; STONE: Granite 
LATE 19TB AND 20TH Cl!JmJRY REVIVAIS: walls BRICK; STONE: Granite 

Colonial Revival 
EARLY RWUJ3LIC: Federal roofSTONE: Slate; MhTAL: Tin: ASPHALT 
LATE VICXORIAN: Italianate other WOOD 

STONE 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Chesterfield Cou~lty :curthous= Squlre, composed of just ynder two acres 
of the original tract allocated for the Courthouse site, is located 
on Iron Bridge Road, State Route 10, at the seat of Chesterfield County. 
The buildings possessing historic significance that stand upon the sauare 
are the Chesterfield County Courthouse, built in 1315;  tco ccunty clszk's 
office buildings, dating from 1 8 2 8  and 1889;  the Chesterfield County Jail, 
constructed in 1892 ;  and a noncontributing structure, the Chesterfield 
County Historical Society Museum, built in 1 9 7 6 - 7 7  as a replica of 
Chesterfield County's original 1 7 4 9  courthouse, which stood on tne site of 
the present courthouse. The 1 9 1 7  courthouse is a one- and two-story red 
brick structure that dominates Courthouse Square from its position at the 
square's center. Built in the Colonial Revival style, it is fronted by a 
full-height portico, and topped by an octagonal belfry. To the northeast 
of the courthouse are the clerk's offices. The 1 8 8 9  clerk's office is 
closer to the courthouse, and stands one story in heignt. Just to the 
northeast of this structure is the 1 3 2 8  clerk's office, #hicn is also one 
story tall, but smaller in dimensions than its newer counterpart. Botn 
structures are of red brick. Northwest of the courtnouse stanas tne jail, 
a compact two-story building of granite ashlar and brick construction. 
Between the jail and the two clerk's offices, directly behina Kne court- 
house, is the 1 9 7 6 - 7 7  replica of Chesterfield County's 1 7 4 9  courthouse. 
It is a one-story brick building constructed in Flemish bond with glazed 
headers. 

Courthouse Square is landscaped with eight mature shade trees over fifty 
years of age, along with several smaller shade trees plantea within the 
last fifteen years. Two twentieth-century stone monuments, a memorial to 
Confe?srste soldiers and a memorial to religious liberty, flank the court- 
housf ta the east and west, respectively. The grounds on the square are 
traversed by brick walks. Wooden benches line the walk leading to the 
courthouse entrance, while newer concrete and wood benches sta.c* to the 
west of the courthouse. Grouped around the Confederate memorial are a 
collecticn of Chesterfield County artifacts: two millstones, a petrified 
log, an< a slave auction blcck. These objects are under the care of the 
Chesterfiels County Historical Society, which has its office and iibrary 
in the courthouse, and maintains the jail as a museum. The complex of 

Q ~ e e  continuation ShWt 



8. Statemant of Slpnlfleaneo 
Cenltying official has conrldered the stgnificance of thin propeny in relation to other propenin: - 

-1 nationally statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria rn A 0 B rn c D 

Criteria Considerations (Except~ons) 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from ~nstruclions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
POLITICS/GOVERNMWT 1828-1925 1828 
ARCHITECTURE 1889 

1892 
1917 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitectlBuilder 
N/A Vaughan Construction Co., Shawsville, -- VA . 

State slgnlflcance of prOpeW, and lusttty crttena. Crlterla constderatlons, and areas and pertods of s~gnlftcance noted above. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The courthouses of Virginia occupy a significant place in the architectural 
and political history of the state and the nation. Spanning four centuries, 
the commonwealth's courthouse complexes represent a variety of architectural 
styles and types, as well as different phases in the evolution of republican 
government at the county, state, and national levels. The group of build- 
ings on Chesterfield County Courthouse Square exemplifies the development of 
such complexes in Virginia during the nineteenth and early twentieth centu- 
ries. Chesterfield County Courthouse Square served as the center of county 
government and political life from shortly after the formation of 
Chesterfield County from Henrico County in 1749, until late in the 1960s. 
On 7 July 1749, the newly-formed Chesterfield County court met at Varina in 
Henrico County, and determined the site upon which the Chesterfield County 
Courthouse should be built. The location selected was near the center of 
Chesterfield County at the intersection of five roads, not far from a spring 
located behind Magnolia Grange (built about 1824), and close to an operating 
ordinary. County law was enforced at Courthouse Square from the beginning, 
for the construction of a prison and a pillory was provided for at the time 
of the courthouse's construction. The courthouse was modeled upon the 
Henrico County Courthouse at Varina. In 1916 the planned demolition of 
Chesterfield County's 1749 courthouse, which had been the setting for many 
important trials, instigated an early preservation case. Following the 
preservationists' unsuccessful effort the present courthouse was built in 
1917 on the site of the 1749 courthouse. The other government buildings on 
Chesterfield County Courthouse Square chronicle the county's municipal 
architecture from the early nineteenth century. They include the 1828 
clerk'sof5ice, believed to be the oldest public building in the county; and 
the 1889 clerk's office, which was constructed as an updated, more commo- 
dious, and more elaborate replacement for the earlier clerk's office. 
Northwest of the courthouse stands the 1892 jail, constructed partly of 
granite blocks which were apparently taken from an earlier jail on the 
square that was torn down in 1891. The jail continued in use as an incar- 
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