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A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I fkn0wn)  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

1 Thomas Dale intended t o  put the four-year old Virginia  colony on a 
' f i rm bas i s  through s t r i c t  d i s c i p 1 i n r . r ~  con t ro l  of the co lon i s t s  and the 

es tab l i s l~ment  of a hea l t h f e r  more dcfensi'ble ch ie f  town. The l a t t e r  is 
evidcnt  i n  t hc  choice of Henrico's s i t e  and the form t h a t  the town's con- 
s t r u c t i o n  took. The Privy Council had ordered the replacement of James- 
town with  another  town, named "Henrico" i n  honor of the king ' s  o l d e s t  son. 

, According t o  William S t i t h ' s  account,  however, i t  was l e f t  t o  Dale t o  choose 
I the most advantageous Location. Af te r  explorat ion of the "Nansamond" River 1 

and the James t o  the  falls, he "at length *itched upon a p lace  f o r  h i s  new 
town, , near ly  invironcd by the 
main River." The s i t u a t i o n  of  he s i t e  has been altered- 

J 
t 1. However, the s i t e  r e t a i n s  i t s  
commanding pos i t i on  amp a b luf f  t ha t  drops of f  s'narply on a l i  but one s i d e ,  
the  l a t t e r  providing e a s i l y  cont ro l led  access  t o  the town. Ttre choice of V, 

l oca t i on  shows much more fo r e s igh t  than w a s  apparent i n  rhr  choice of Jaws- 
town Is land .  

The town tha t  Dale constructed i n  ;611 was s t rongly  defended by a 
pa l i sade  w5-th blockhouses a t  the  corners .  John Smith described the town i n  
h i s  His tory:  z 

V, 

It hath th ree  s t r e e t s  of w e l l  framed houses, a handsome church, an  
the  foundations of a b e t t e r  l a i d ,  t o  bee b u i l t  of br icke,  besides  
Store-houses,  Watch-houses, and such l ike :  Upon the verge of the  
River there  a r e  f i v e  houses, wherein l i v e  the  honester s o r t  of 
people,  as Farmers i n  England, and they keepe con t inua l l  c e n t i n e l l  
f o r  the  towns s e c u r i t i e .  

On the mainrlr~ld t o  the nor th ,  a pal isade near ly  two m i l e s  i n  Length connected 
the bends 01 the r i v e r  t o  enclose land f o r  cu l t i va t i on .  Dale dug a d i t c h  
ac ros s  the neck i n  the manner he had observed i n  Holland, thus the name 
"Dutch Gap." On t h e  south mainland was b u i l t  a "guest house f o r  sick 
people" which has been cn l l ed  the  f i r s t  hosp i t a l  b u l l  t i n  English America, 
and nearby was the  glebe and parsonage of Reverend Alexander Wl~itaker.  The 
s i t e  of the co l l ege  has not  been determined and there  is no d e f i n i t e  in for -  
mation regarding the  a c t u a l  construct ion of bui ldings.  

Today the town s i te  i s  completely forested,  wi th  no s t r u c t u r e s  

a 
C 

fi  

--I - 
0 

C/, 

v i s i b l e  above ground. The e a r l y  co l lege  and church are conunernorated by a i 
s t o a e  obe l i sk  e rec ted  i n  1910 by the Colonial  Dames and a c ross  placed there  1 
i n  L91.L by the  Episcopal Diocese of Virginia .  Some p a r t  O F  the  town M y  
have oeen l o s t  i n  the e ros ion  of the nor thern b luf f  by the  river, bu t  most 
of the  s i t e  1 s  probably undisturbed. 
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1 
I The Virginia  Company planned t o  r e loca t e  V i rg in i a ' s  ch i e f  c i t y  I 
( from Jamestown t o  a h e a l t h i e r  a n d  more e a s i l y  defended loca t ion  f u r t h e r  up- ! 

m I the James Rivcr. I n  accordance with chese plans ,  the  town of Henrico w a s  1 
z b u i l t  i n  1611 by 350 workmen rmder tile d i r e c t i o n  of Tl\omas Dale. ~l though\ 

I The a r r i v a l  of S i r  Thomas Gates a s  Governor allowed Dale t o  ! 

0 - 
I- 

1 e s t a b l i s h  the town through a na jor  bui lding p ro j ec t  t ha t  began i n  September, 1 

Henrico continucu a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  s e l ~ l e m c n t  f o r  the dura t ion  o f  the  
Company period 0 2  Virginia  his tory (16 07 -24), the s e a t  o i  government remaine 
a t  Jamestown. The c a p i t o l  was removed t o  Williamsburg a t  the  end of the  
century,  long a f  t e r  Henrico had been abandoned. i 

PC 1611. Contemporary i n t e r e s t  i n  the new outpost  was expressed by the  Spanis 

I- I spy, Don Diego de  Molina, who wrote i n  1613 t o  the  Spanish ambassador i n  
London: "another twenty leagues fu r the r  up i s  another colony s t rongly  l oca t e  - 
t o  which they w i l l  a l l  betake themselves i f  the occasion a r i s e s ,  because on 

Z this they p lace  t h e i r  hopes. ..." Don Diego set the population of Henrico i - 1 ar a hundred i nhab i t an t s ,  including women, ch i ld ren ,  and a g r i c u i  t u r a l  I 
W f l aborers .  Six years  l a t e r  the  t o k  was represented i n  the  f i r s t  assembly I : by Thoads Dowse and Joln Polent ine.  
W 

I 
Henrico was t o  be the  s i t e  of the  "univers i ty  and col lege" c a l l e f  

Ln f o r  i n  che 1618 cha r t e r .  The schools seem to  have been intended t o  provide.  
i n s t r u c t i o n  to  the sons of i n f i d e l s  as wel l  a s  whi te  s e t t l e r s .  Ten 1 

( thousand a c r e s  ad joining Henrico were supplied as endowment, and.  a n a t i o n a l  1 
I fund d r i v e  was sponsored i n  England by the Church and King. Much of the  1 
f f i f  teen thousand pounds derived from the fund was invested a s  endowment, i 
land i t  appears t h a t  some bui ldings were a c t u a l l y  constructed.  Workers were 
s e n t  from England i n  1619 and 1620 to  ca r ry  out  the construct ion.  

The f a i l u r e  of the  co l lege  p ro j ec t  and the  Henrico se t t l ement  
has beea blamed on the massacre of 1622. There i s  some support  f o r  t h i s  

~ - 

(theory i n  contemporary accounts,  but  i t  appears,  on balance, t h a t  the  col legd 
land town s t ruggled  o i  f o r  severe.1 years t he r ea f t e r .  The revocat ion of the f 
Company c h a r t e r  i n  1624 removed the  major source of i n t e r e s t  i n  both pro- 
j e c t s ,  and n e i t h e r  would have survived much beyond t h a t  date .  ! 

I 
The general  lack of development of the  town s i t e  over the past  ; 

~hree-and-one-half  c en tu r i e s  suggest important archaeological  po t en t i a l .  
,Should the  below-ground remains be i n t a c t ,  they would provide rare physicai  

I 'evidence of how the  s e t t l e r s  l ived  during the e a r l i e s t  period of the  colsny. : 
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