6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
- elline DOMESTIC - Single Dwelling

DOMESTIC — Hotel b DOMESTIC - Multiple Dwelling
GOVERNMENT - Post Office EDUCATION — School
EDUCATION - School RELIGION - Church
RELIGION — Church

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions}

{enter catagories from instructions)
foundation BRICK

Late Victorian walls WOOD -~ Weatherboard
Late 19th — and 20th-C vi BRICK
other WOOD, BRICK

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Bon Air Historic District is a small collection of mostly late 19th-
and early 20th-century dwellings that best represents the community of
Bon Air in its heyday as a popular Richmond resort and suburb. Conceived
in 1877 as a summer refuge for city-weary Richmonders, Bon Air was
particularly well suited as a resort due to its proximity to Richmond,
pleasant climate, and convenient access to the Richmond and Danville
Railroad. - In the early 1880s the Bon Air Land and Improvement Company of
Virginia laid out streets and lots in a grid pattern that still defines
the heart of the community today. Buford Road, the main thoroughfare of
Bon Air, extends north-south through the village, while the present
Southern Railroad intersects Buford Road and forms a major east-west
axis. Buford Road is lined with Bon Air’s earliest summer cottages,
mostly Stick-style dwellings dating from the 1880s and 1890s, as well as
larger Queen Anne- and Colonial Revival-style dwellings from the turn of
the century and later. Side streets, such as McRae, Kenwin, and Rockaway
roads, Hazen and lLogan streets, and Ben Nevis Drive are lined with small
frame early 20th-century houses on generous lots. In contrast, Burroughs
Street, which defines the eastern extent of the district, is
characterized by a mixture of both large and small dwellings situated on
much larger lots. Except for the pocket of Stick-style cottages on
Buford Road, the district contains a fairly even distribution of Queen
Anne, Colonial Revival, Bungalow, and American Foursquare dwellings of
different sizes and designs. In addition to residences, a hotel annex
and a Victorian Gothic church, both dating from the 1880s, a 1902
Romanesque Revival 1library, and a 1916 rural post office add to the
unusually complete depiction of a resort community and emerging Richmond
suburb of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Between 1872 and 1875 five developers assembled a 407-acre tract of
woodland in northern Chesterfield County with the intention of creating a
summer resort for Richmonders. These developers chartered the Bon Air
Land and Improvement Company of Virginia in 1877 and began defining the
village of Bon Air. In cooperation with the directors of the Richmond
and Danville Railrocad, train access to the proposed village was obtained

IX]See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[Onationally  [X]statewide [ ]locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ A [ 18 [XJc [ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ ]8 [Jc [Jpo [Je [IF e
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

ARCHITECTURE 1877 - 1930s N/A
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder N. WALTER HUBARD ~ ARCHITECT
N/A CARNFAL AND JOHNSTON — ARCHITECTS

FRAKER, JACOB — BUTLDER
PAYNE, LEE W. — BUILDER
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted abaove.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFTCANCE

Bon Air was begun in 1877 as a resort community with convenient access
to the City of Richmond provided by the Richmond and Danville Railroad,
which ran through the village. Financial problems and the decline of the
railroad ended Bon Air’s role as a resort by the end of World War I, but
its proximity to Richmond and the increasing popularity of the automobile
enabled it to evolve into a residential suburb of distinctive
architectural quality. Bon Air is significant because it retains much of
its Victorian-village ambiance in the midst of one of the most rapidly
developing areas of Virginia.

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERTA

The Bon Air Historic District, in Chesterfield County, is eligible for
listing on the National Register under Criteria A and C. It is eligible
under Criterion A because of its association with two important
commercial and social developments of late 19th- and early 20th-century
domestic 1life: the resort and the suburb. Created as a real estate
venture under the control of railroad directors, developed as a resort
and eventually transformed into a residential suburb, the district
encompasses a collection of historic residences and related historic
properties that is representative of the built environment of the Bon Air
community in its heyday as a popular resort and emerging residential
suburb. Under Criterion C the district is eligible because it contains
dwellings representative of the architectural eclecticism of its period.
The district retains much of its architectural integrity and village
ambiance. ‘

HISTORTCAL BACKGROUND
Virginians’ current practice of "going to the river," or to the beach, or

to the mountains for extended, family-oriented vacations has its roots in
the 18th- and 19th-century upper-class custom of "going to the springs."

[} See continuation sheet -



9. Major Bibliographical Reterences

Previous documentation on fita (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
[ previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National Register

[:]designated a National Historic Landmark
[]recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

[Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[X]see continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

[X] state historic preservation office

[C]other state agency

[ lFederai agency

[ Local government

[ Juniversity

[_]Other

Spacify repository:

V&e ﬁvip:gonryof Historic Landmarks

221 Governor Street

10. Geographical Data

K1ichmond, VA Z2Z1Y

Acreage of property approximately 105

UTM References

Allg (27430409 !

Zone  Easting . Northing

clus8 27nae60 Llalsslausd

E 18 273660 4156200
F 18 273800 4156530

Bl8l P 4aBBBO) lulsialiwinl

Zone  Easting Northing

plg|l B3O bialsslzwmn!

[]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

(] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte avid A. Edwards - Architectural Historian:; John 8. Salmon - Historian

organization VA DUivision of Historic Landmarks

date March, 1988

street & number 221 Governor Street

lelepho%e_ (804) 786-3143 .

city or town Richmond

state 1rginia Zip code ..23&_—_






































































































