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The Chester Presbyterian Church is an elementary expression of American Gothic
Revival architecture., The wood-frfame structure measures 20 by 30 feet and is
covered by a steeply pitched gable roof with relatively deep, unornamented eaves.
When originally constructed, the church was located on the east side of Winfree
Street at the intersection with Gill Street in Chester, approximately one-fourth
mile from the present location. It was moved intact to the new site im 1954 in
order to stand adjacent to a mew church begun by the congregation that year and
completed in 1956, The move resulted in the current concrete~block foundation being
substituted for the original one of stone, The simple gabled belfry, blown off by
high winds in 1948, was reconstructed following the move, and in it was hung a bell
formerly used in a Seaboard Air Lipe Railroad steam locomotive.

The dimiputive structure is but three bays deep with the three windows on each side
hung with six-over-six sash., The top of each window is pointed in an attempt to
suggest a Gothic arch, with the top panes shaped accordingly. Capping each window
is a panel cut in the form of the top of a lancet arch, in the center of which is an
applied wooden star. Two smaller pointed windows lacking the lancet panels are
situated above the main entrance, and between them is an unornamented round panel
suggesting a rose window. A wide lancet arch is used for the main entrance, and
filling it is a pair of vertical-board doors. A set of modern brick steps with

iron railings ascends to the entrance. :

" The church's interior finish originally consisted of wide pine boards for both

- flooring and walls. The walls have been plastered and the floor is now carpeted.
“A choir loft is in the rear of the space and the original rostrum dominates the

" front. The church retains its original wooden pews, nine on either side of a center

aisle. Louvred interior shutters shade the side windows. Conventional lighting
and heating have been installed since the relocation,

The church's setting in a grove of pine trees is scenically pleasant, and were
it not for the modern foundations it would hardly be apparent that the building has

been moved. Behind the church is the modern Chester Presbyterian Church, an unob-
trusive Colonial-style structure in quiet taste. '
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