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 NAME ,- - > $ ,  

HISTORIC 

Chester Presbyterian Church (Preferred) 
AND/OR COMMON 

Chapel of Chester Presbyter ian Church 

 LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Northeast corner of i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  

Osborne Road and S t a t e  Route 10 -NOTFOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chester  - VICININOF Th i rd  (David E. S a t t e r f  i e l d ,  111) 
STATE CQDE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1  C h e s t e r f i e l d  041 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY 

-DISTRICT 

LBUILDINGI~I 
-STRUCTURE 

-SITE 

-0WECT 

OWNERSHIP , . STATUS , , ,  , 

IPUBLIC ' . ' -OCCUPIED 

LPRIVATE , , LUNOCCUPIEO 
-BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED LYES: UNRESTRICTED 
. , -NO . ' i; . . ' < 

. . 
PRESENT USE 

2AGRICULNRE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATERESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT &RELIGIOUS 

' .  -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC ~. 

ANDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION . : . . 
- ~ ~ ~ M I L I T A R Y . . . :  . I - LOTHER: ' ' 

. . 
NAME 

Hanover ~res'bfrte*-dl.!Executive O f f  i ces ..' . .  
. .... 

. , 
STREET& NUMBER ' ' . .  

1205 Palmyra Avenue ' ' 
raw TOWY STATE ".,, .-.... 

Richmond VICINITY OF V i r g  i a i a  23227 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGlsTRV OF C h e s t e r f i e l d  County Courthouse 
STREET& NUMBER 

ClN. TOWN STATE 
C h e s t e r f i e l d  V i r g i n i a  

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
DATE 

-. . - 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission - - 
CITY TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK O N E  

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED LNALTERED -ORIGINALSITE 

X-GOOD -RUINS ALTERED XMOVED DATE 1954 
-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Chester Presbyterian Church i s  an elementary expression of American Gothic 
Revival architecture.  The wood-frame s t ruc ture  measures 20 by 30 f e e t  and is 
covered by a steeply pitched gable roof with r e l a t i ve ly  deep, unornamented eaves. 
When or ig ina l ly  constructed, the  church was located on the eas t  s ide  of Winfree 
S t ree t  a t  the in te rsec t ion  with G i l l  S t r ee t  i n  Chester, approximately one-fourth 
mile from the present location.  It was moved in t ac t  t o  the new s i t e  i n  1954 i n  
order t o  stand adjacent t o  a new church begun by the congregation t h a t  year and 
completed i n  1956. The move resul ted i n  the current concrete-block foundation being 
subst i tuted f o r  the  or ig ina l  one of stone. The simple gabled belfry ,  blown o f f  by 
high winds i n  1948, was reconstructed following the move, and i n  it was hung a b e l l  
formerly used i n  a Seaboard A i r  Line Railroad steam locomotive. 

The diminutive s t ruc tu re  is but three bays deep with the three windows on each s ide  
hung with six-over-six sash. The top 6f each window is pointed i n  an attempt t o  
suggest a Gothic arch, with the top panes shaped accordingly. Capping each window 
is a panel cu t  i n  the form of the  top of a lancet arch, i n  the  center  of which is an 
applied wooden s t a r .  Wo smaller pointed windows lacking the lancet  panels a r e  
s i tuated above the main entrance, and between them is an unornamented round panel 
suggesting a rose window. A wide lancet arch is used f o r  the  main entrance, and 
f i l l i n g  it is a pa i r  of vertical-board doors. A s e t  of modern brick s teps  with 
iron r a i l i ngs  ascends t o  the entrance. 

The church's i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h  o r ig ina l ly  consisted of wide pine boards f o r  both 
flooring and walls. The walls have been plastered and the f l oo r  is now carpeted. 

' A  choir  l o f t  i s  i n  the r ea r  of the space and the or ig ina l  rostrum dominates the  
f ront .  The church r e t a in s  i ts  or ig ina l  wooden pews, nine on e i t h e r  s i d e  of a center  
a i s l e .  Louvred i n t e r i o r  shu t te rs  shade the s ide  windows. Conventional l igh t ing  
and heating have been in s t a l l ed  s ince the relocation.  

The church's s e t t i n g  i n  a grove of pine t rees  i s  scen ica l ly  pleasant,  and were 
it not f o r  the modern foundations it would hardly be apparent t h a t  the  building has 
been moved. Behind the church is the modern Chester Presbyterian Church, an unob- 
t rus ive  Colonial-style s t ruc tu re  i n  quiet  t as te .  
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