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DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Vawter H a l l  and t h e  Old p r e s i d e n t ' s  House a r e  l o c a t e d  on C o l l e g e  Avenue o n  t h e  campus 
o f  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  E t t r i c k  i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County. B u i l t  o f  b r i c k  i n  a  m o d i f i e c  
Queen Anne s t y l e ,  Vawter H a l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1908 and t h e  Old P r e s i d e n t ' s  House i n  1913.  A t  
one t ime t h e  b u i l d i n g s  formed t h e  e a s t e r n  boundary o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  q u a d r a n g l e .  

Vawter H a l l ,  t h e  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e  on canipus, is a  t h r e e - s t o r y ,  g a b l e - r o o f  b u i l d i n g  
execu ted  i n  seven-course  American-bond b r i c k .  The H-plan e d i f i c e  was m o d i f i e d  b y  t h e  a d d i -  
t i o n  of a  one-bay,  t w o - s t o r y  p r o j e c t i o n  o n  t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n .  The b u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  f i r s t - s t o r y  porches  on t h e  n o r t h ,  e a s t  and w e s t  e l e v a t i o n s ,  which c o n s i s t  o f  s q u a r e  
I loric columns t h a t  s u p p o r t  a  shed- roof  c o v e r i n g .  The porches  s i t  o n  s q u a r e  b r i c k  p i e r s  and  
a r e  approached by wooden s t e p s  w i t h  s i m p l y  e x e c u t e d  wooden r a i l i n g s .  A wooden l a t t i c e  is 
found between t h e  basement p i e r s  on t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n .  The s o u t h  porch h a s  l o s t  i t s  s h e d  
roof  and columns; b r i c k  p i e r s  now s u p p o r t  t h e  r a i l i n g s .  

The s o u t h  and w e s t  e n t r a n c e s  c o n s i s t  o f  n i n e - l i g h t  g l a s s  d o u b l e  d o o r s ,  topped  by a  
m u l t i - l i g h t  t ransom and s i d e l i g h t s  s e t  w i t h i n  a  s i m p l y  e x e c u t e d  a r c h i t r a v e ,  capped b y  a  
s t o n e  l i n t e l .  The n o r t h  e n t r a n c e  is d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t w i n  e n t r a n c e s  s i m i l a r  i n  e x e c u t i o n  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  and wes t  b u t  l a c k i n g  s i d e l i g h t s .  The e a s t  e n t r a n c e  h a s  a  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e d  doorway 
w i t h  a  n i n e - l i g h t  g l a s s  d o o r .  Bracke ted  c a s t - i r o n  w a l l  lamps f l a n k  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  
e n t r a n c e s .  

F e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e d  o p e n i n g s  w i t h  616 hung-sash  windows. Round 
windows w i t h  l o ~ l v r e s  a r e  found i n  t h e  a t t i c  s t o r y .  P a r a p e t  g a b l e  dormer windows w i t h  6/13 
hung s a s h  p r o j e c t  from t h e  r o o f .  P a r a p e t  g a b l e s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  c o r b e l e d  b r i c k  c o r n i c e  
d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  r o o f .  B r i c k  c o r b e l e d  c a p  chimneys f u r t h e r  enhance  t h e  r o o f  l i n e .  

The b u i l d i n g  c q n t a i n s  a c e n t r a l  h a l l .  t h a t  r u n s  n o r t h  and s o u t h  b i s e c t e d b y  a  l a t e r a l  
h a l l .  The m a i n s t a i r  i n  t h e  s o u t h  h a l l ,  h a s  a n  open w e l l ,  l a r g e  s q u a r e  n e w e l ,  a  molded 
h a n d r a i l  and turned.  , b a l u . s , t e r s ,  two t o  a  t r e a d .  The f i r s t  and second  f l o o r s  ace d i v i d e d  i n t o  
o f f i c e s .  The 'basement c o n t a i n s  a  s m a l l  a u d i t o r i u m  and a d d i t i o n a l  o f f i c e  a n d  s t o r a g e  s p a c e .  
The i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  w i t h  l a t e r  p a r t i t i o n s  comprised of p l a s t e r  b o a r d  and wood. 
The o r i g i n a l  wood f l o o r i n g  has  been covered  w i t h  l i n o l e u m  t i l e .  The d o o r s  a n d  windows a r e  
framed by s i m p l y  e x e c u t e d  wooden a r c h i t r a v e s .  

Tbs O l d  P r e s i d g n t l s  House i s  a 2 P - s t o r y  s , t r u c t u r e  e x e c u t e ?  i n  5 - c o u r s e  American-bond 
b r i c k  w i t h  wood trim. Ttle b u i l d i n g  was mod.ified i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  
by t h e  enclas iy , :  o f  t h e  porch a t  t h e  e o u t h \ i ~ s t  c o r n e r . ,  A t  a n  e a r l i e r  d a t e  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  wa5 
exteiided one bay '10 t h e  e a s t .  The porch was o r i g i n a l l y  a n  E a s t l a k e  t y p e  w i t h  a  s p i n d l e  
f r i e z e ,  b u t  now i t :  c o n s i s t s ,  pf  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  p a i ~ f d  D o r i c ~ c o l u m n s  o n  b ~ i c k  p i e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  
a  shed r o o f .  A D o ~ . i c  c o r n i c e  r u n s  t h e  pel - imeter  o f  t h e  porch .  S h e l t e r e d  b y  t h e  porch i s  a  
t r a n ~ e n i - l i g h t  d.~o.cway w i t h i n  a  ~ i n r p l y  e x e c u t e d  a r c h i t ~ r a v g .  The eas i -p rn .porc .h  ha$  nua are 
Doric  columns and p i l . ' a s t e r s  suppor t ' ing  a f l a t  r o o f .  Cement s t e p s  a r e  f l a i l k e d  by b r i c k  p i e r s  
and p l a i n w o o d  ra i l inz r ; , : ,  J h p  porch s h e l t e r s  a se, :mental_arched doo-way t h a t  r e t a i n s  i t s  . , . .. 
o r i g i n a l  pa&led do&<.  

F e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  segmenta l  openin-s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  212 buns-sash wittdows. Smal le r  
3 / 3  hung-sash windows a r e  found o n  t h e  a t t i c  f i t g r y .  T.ha s t r u c f u r a  is a o v y r e d  by a  h i p  r o o f  

, . 

. . - 
(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  #l) 
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UI&DJR/ARCHITECT spECIFIC DATES 1908 Vawter; 1907 Pres ide& ouse 

STA M E N T O F S l ~ ~ l ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Chartered by t h e  General Assembly i n  1882 a s  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Normal 
and ~ o l f e g i a t e  I n s t i t u t e ,  V i rg in i a  S t a t e  Un ive r s i ty  is the  o l d e s t  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c o l l e g e  £01 
blacks i n  the United S t a t e s  . Vawter Hal l  (1908) and the  Old P r e s i d e n t ' s  House (1907), t h e  
schoo l ' s  o l d e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i ld ings ,  a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  southern  boundary of  the  present 
210-acre campus i n  E t t r i c k ,  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County. Together wi th  the  now-demolished Johnston 
Hall and the o l d  Virg in ia  Ha l l ,  t h e  two somewhat a u s t e r e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  formed t h e  academic 
and admin i s t r a t ive  h e a r t  of  t h e  co l l ege  during the  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  and a r e  now t h e  focus  
of the  s c h o o l ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  

The school ' s  h i s t o r y  begins i n  1880 when the  Readjuster  Pa r ty ,  l e d  by former Confederate  
General William Mahone, came t o  power overthrowing the  long-entrenched Democratic Pa r ty .  
Black votes  were mainly r e spons ib le  f o r  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  upheaval,  responding t o  Readjus ter  
promises t o  keep open t h e i r  schools ,  pay t h e i r  t eache r s ,  and e s t a b l i s h  a  c o l l e g e  f o r  them. 
3ne o f  Plahone's ch ie f  l i e u t e n a n t s  was Alfred W .  Ha r r i s ,  an a t t o r n e y  who r e s i d e d  i n  Dinwiddie 
County and maintained a  law o f f i c e  i n  Petersburg.  Representing the  .ounty, Har . i s  was one oi  
the 13 blacks se rv ing  i n  t h e  Vi rg in i a  House of  Delegates i n  1882. Delegate H a r r i s  i n t roduce<  
and pushed t o  passage t h e  b i l l  f u l f i l l i n g  the ~ e a d j u s t e r s '  pledge t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  school  f o r  
blacks. . ~, 

. . 
. . 

The law incorpora t ing  Vi rg in i a  Normal and ~ o l l e g i ? t e , I n s t i t u t e  was enac ted  on March 6, 
1882 and provided  f o r  a  normal program ( t eache r - t r a in ing )  of  up t o  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  2 

four-year co l l ege  program i n  the  c l a s s i c s ,  h igher  mathematics and o t h e r  humanities.: The a c t  
speciEied t h a t  the i n s t i t u t i o n  would be governed by a  board of seven v i s i t o r s ,  s i x  of  whom 
xere t o  be black,. I n  mid-February 1883, the  board purchased f o r  $13,500 t h e  33-acre "Fleet:  
Farlu," includiilg i t s  12-room, two-story b r i ck  res idence .  Classes were he ld  he re  u n t i l  t h e  
zonstruct ion of  t h e  Main Building,  l a t e r  c a l l e d  Vi rg in i a  H a l l ,  i n  1888. 

When the  Readjus ters  f e l l  from power, h o s t i l i t y  t o  b lack  educat ion  mounted. Whites 
replaced blacks on the  board; t h e  co l l ege  appropr i a t ion  was c u t  and t h e  f a c u l t y  reduced; and 
the f i r s t  p re s iden t ,  John M. Langston res igned.  The schoo l ' s  second p r c s i d e n t ,  James Hugh 
Johnston, S r .  assumed the  o f f i c e  on January 1, 1888. He headed the  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  26 y e a r s  
and managed t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  c o l l e g e  from t h e  hazardous p o l i t i c a l  c l ima te .  

Subscribing t o  t h e  accornmodationist p o l i c i e s  o f  Booker T. Washington, P res iden t  of 
ruskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  Pres ident  Johnston t r i e d  t o  show p o l i t i c i a n s  $ h a t  t h e  sct~.ool  was r e n d e r i r  
galuable s e r v i c e  t o  the  t o t a l  community. ~ n c r e a s i n ~ l ~ : : " h &  becar& a  d i s c i p l e , o f  t t ie  vocat ion;  
t r a in ing  o f fe red  a t  ~nrnbton I n s t i t u t e  and Tuskegee. Courses i n  c a r p e n t r y ,  cooking, sewing, 
shoe-making were added t o  t h e  curr iculum during the 1890s. 

Despite p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s e tbacks ,  Pres ident  Johnston kept  t h e  schoo l  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  
Cn 1907 a  course i n  voca t iona l  a g r i c u l t u r e  was organized.  This was followed i n  1908 by t h e  
r e s to ra t ion  o f  an annual s t a t e  appropr i a t ion  of  $20,000, the  sum granted  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t k  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  1/ I) 
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Vawter H a l l  & Old  president.'^ House, C h e s t e r f i e l d  County,  V i r g i n i a  

CONTI N U  ATlON SHEET 11 1 ITEM NUMBER 7 ,  8 PAGE 1, 1 

7 .  DESCRIPTION - -  
wit-h a c r o s s  g a b l e .  A b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  e m b e l l i s h e s  t h e  e a v e s .  B r i c k  chimneys w i t h  c o r b e l e d  
b r i c k  caps  b r e a k  t h e  r o o f . l i u e .  The r o o f  i s  covered  w i t h  s t and ing-seam s h e e t  m e t a l .  

The former  r e s i d e n c e - t u r n e d - " o E f i c e  annex" h a s  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  p l a n .  The main o p e n - w e l l  
s t a i r  i s  found on t h e  w e s t e r n  end;  a  c l o s e d - w e l l  s t a i r  i s  on t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d .  The main s t a i r  
has  a  s c r o l l e d  and t u r n e d  newel,  molded hand r a i l ,  and t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s ,  two t o  a  t r e a d .  The 
w a l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d ,  and t h e  f l o o r s  a r e  wood. S y u ~ u f i r i e a l  a r c h i t r a v e s  w i t h  molded c o r n e r  
b locks  s u r r o u n d  t h e  major  door  and window open ings .  F l u t e d  I o n i c  columns f l a n k  t h e  doorway 
between t h e  h a l l  and p a r l o r .  Double g l a s s  doors  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  a  s y m m e t r i c a l  a r c h i -  
t r a v e .  The former p a r l o r  r e t a i n s  i ~ t s  o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  m a n t e l .  P o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  h a v e  
been p a r t i t i o n e d  f o r  f a c u l t y  o f f i c e s .  The house ceased  t o  be  a r e s i d r ~ l c e  i n  t i le  1930s .  

The o l d  campus t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  two s t r u c t u r e s  remains  open and i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  
h e a r t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  campus. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATIOIJ: 

The nominated p r o p e r t y  o n  Col lege  Avenue is bounded on t h r e e  s i d e s  by a  r o a d  and t o  t h e  
west  by a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t h a t  e x t e n d s  th rough  t h e  o l d  campus f i e l d .  The nominated a c r e a g e  
i n c l u d e s  Vawter H a l l  and t h e  Old ~ r c s i d e n t ' s  t10use and t h e  l and  t h a t  i n m e d i a t e l y  s u r -  
rounds them. About a n  a c r e  o f  l a n d  e x i s t s  between t h e  two b u i l d i n g s .  

RCC 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCJ - - 

a c t  o f  1882.  I n  t h e  same y e a r  Vawter H a l l  was b u i l t  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b o o k s t o r e ,  c a f e t e r i a  
and t h e a t r e  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  fo l lowed  t h e  completi.on o f  t h e  ~ r e s i c i e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  
a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  r m a r i  o f  T r u s t e e s  i n  1906. 

P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n  d i e d  i n  Apri.1 1914 and was succeeded by James Manuel Gandy. Gandy 
d i r e c t e d  c u r r i c u l a r  changes and p h y s i c a l  expans ion .  I n  1918 t h e  s c l ~ o o l  s e t  u p  F e d e r a l l y  
funded v o c a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u r s e s  based on t h e  Smith-llughes Act o f  1917.  I n  1920 t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  made t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t  c o l l e g e  f o r  b l a c k s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  moving t h a t  
program from Haii~pton I n s t i t u t e ,  a  p r i v a t e  sc t lool .  I n  1923,  a f t e r  a  l a p s e  o f  two d e c a d e s ,  t h e  
Board o f  V i s i t o r s  r e s t o r e d  a  f o u r - y e a r  c o l l e g e  depar to icnt .  I n  1930 F e d e r a l l y  f i n a n c e d  e x t e n  
s i o n  work under  t h e  Smith-Lever Act o f  1914 was b rough t  t o  t h e  c o l l e g r ~ ,  renamed t h e  V i r g i n i a  
S t a t e  Co l lege  f o r  Negroes.  The name was changed a g a i n  i n  1946 t o  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  C o l l e g e .  I n  

1979 t h e  s c h o o l  became V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -- - - 
Under i t s  v a r i e d  names and c u r r i c u l a  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  g r a d u a t e d  many i l l u s t r i o u s  

a lumni ,  i n c l u d i r ~ g  I.Jilliam H .  L e v i s ,  t h e  f i r s t  b l a c k  t o  be a n  Al l -American in f o o t b a l l  and 
t o  ho ld  a  s u b - c a b i n e t  p o s t ;  Cami l l a  W i l l i a m s ,  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s t a r  i n  a  ma jor  o p e r a  company; 
Hugh Srnythe, one o f  t h e  f i r s t  b l a c k  American ambassadors ;  A l f r e d  Cade, o n e  of t h e  f i r s t  
blaclc g e n e r a l s ;  and many o t h e r s  who have become l e a d e r s  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  s p o r t s ,  and b u s i n e s s .  
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