
 

============================================================================================== 
5. Classification 
============================================================================================== 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) Category of Property (Check only one box) 

              _X_ private 
___ public-local 
___ public-State 
___ public-Federal 

_X_ building(s) 
___ district 
___ site 
___ structure 
___ object 

Number of Resources within Property

 Contributing 
_7___
 _1___
 _0___
 _0___
 _8___

Noncontributing 
__0__ buildings 
__0__ sites 
__0__ structures 
__0__ objects 
__0__ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __0___ 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) ___N/A_____ 

============================================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
============================================================================================== 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: _DOMESTIC________________ Sub: __Single Dwelling___________
 _DOMESTIC________________ Sub: __Single Dwelling___________

 __DOMESTIC__________________  __Outbuilding__________
 __GOVERNMENT______________  __Post Office______________
 __TRANSPORTATION__________  __Railroad Depot__________
 __TRANSPORTATION__________  __Railroad Shanty______
 __TRANSPORTATION__________  __Railroad Shanty______ 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: _DOMESTIC________________ Sub: _ WORK IN PROGRESS_

 __ GOVERNMENT______________  __WORK IN PROGRESS_
 __ TRANSPORTATION__________  __WORK IN PROGRESS_ 

============================================================================================== 
7. Description 
============================================================================================== 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY : Vernacular 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation _BRICK___________________________________ 
roof ______METAL: Tin_________________________ 
walls _____WOOD: Weatherboard__________________ 
other _________________________________________ 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



  
  
  
  
  
  

============================================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
============================================================================================== 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing) 

     _X__ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

____ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

     _X__ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

____ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

____ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

____ B removed from its original location. 

____ C a birthplace or a grave. 

____ D a cemetery. 

____ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

____ F a commemorative property. 

____ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 


Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
_Transportation_______________
 _Architecture_________________
 __________________________ _ 

Period of Significance _1890-1917____________________ 

Significant Dates _1890; 1917_______ 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)____N/A__________________________ 

Cultural Affiliation _____N/A___________________________________________________________ 

Architect/Builder  __Perdue, Nathaniel B.; Perdue, George Porter________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

============================================================================================== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
============================================================================================== 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
___ previously listed in the National Register 
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
___ designated a National Historic Landmark 



 

             

___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # __________ 
___ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office 
___ Other State agency 
___ Federal agency 
_X_ Local government 
___ University 
_X_ Other 
Name of repository: _Library of Virginia; Virginia Department of Historic Resources______________________ 

============================================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
============================================================================================== 
Acreage of Property _8 acres _ 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 18 270168E 4137281N 2 __ ______ _______ 3 __ ______ _______ 4 __ ______ _______ 

___ See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

============================================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
============================================================================================== 
name/title___Nancy. W. Kraus__________________________________________________ 
organization__First & Main, LLC_____________________ date__August 31, 2007_______ 
street & number_6224 New Harvard Lane______________  telephone_(804) 304-6053__ 
city or town___Glen Allen____________________ state_VA_ zip code _23059_______ 
============================================================================================== 
Additional Documentation 
============================================================================================== 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 


A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 
============================================================================================== 
Property Owner 
============================================================================================== 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name _Kim and John Hughes ___________________________________


street & number_PO Box 367______________________ telephone_(804) 921-9881__


city or town__Chesterfield______________________ state_VA__ zip code _23832____


============================================================================================== 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for 
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance 
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). A federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 36 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the 
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7. Summary Description 

The Beach Station complex is situated on a level, grassy eight-acre parcel that fronts along Beach Road in 
south-central Chesterfield County. The buildings are positioned between the intersection of Spring Run 
Road to the east and Bundle Road to the west. The complex is composed of seven contributing buildings 
and one contributing site, including two single-family dwellings, a post office, a railway depot, an 
outbuilding, two railroad shanties, and the ruins of the former general store, all constructed circa 1890 by 
Nathaniel B. and George Perdue. The buildings are barely visible from the road, hidden behind a border of 
tall cedar and magnolia trees. Beach Road (State Route 655) is a surprisingly undeveloped, ten-mile-long 
rural byway located in one of Virginia’s most rapidly growing counties. The road is bordered by open fields, 
dotted with a mixture of historic and contemporary single-family dwellings.  The preservation of the rural 
character of the Beach Station is partly attributable to the proximity of Pocahontas State Park, a 7200-acre 
tract of unspoiled woods, meadows, lakes, and creeks. The parkland extends nearly five miles along Beach 
Road slightly east of the complex. The surviving buildings that constitute the Beach Station complex retain 
a high degree of historic fabric and architectural integrity. 

Inventory of Buildings and Sites 

11410 Beach Road 
George Perdue House circa 1893 Contributing building 
GP Perdue Store circa 1890 Contributing site 
Outbuilding    circa 1893  Contributing building 
Beach Station Depot circa 1890 Contributing building 
Beach Post Office circa 1890 Contributing building 

11400 Beach Road 
Perdue-Mitchell House circa 1890 Contributing building 
Brighthope Railway shanty circa 1890 Contributing building 
Brighthope Railway shanty circa 1890 Contributing building 

Architectural Description 

The George Perdue House is a two-story, wood-frame-and-weatherboard building. Erected circa 1893, the 
main block is T-shaped. The dwelling rests on a foundation of red brick laid in common American bond. 
The cross-gable roof system is clad in standing-seam metal. Three red brick chimneys with corbelled caps 
extend above the roof near the east and west intersections of the cross gables. The three-bay, gable-
fronted south facade is asymmetrical. At the first story, there is a single-leaf entrance door and a projecting 
hexagonal bay that is covered by a hipped roof. At the second story, there is one window above the door 
and a pair of windows above the bay window. The front entrance is sheltered by a one-story, hip-roofed 
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located near the coal mines at the intersection of Coalboro and Beach Roads. Perdue Station was located 
approximately four miles east of Summit Station, near the intersection of Second Branch Road. The Perdue 
Station Depot, recently discovered, apparently survives today in its original location at 12702 Beach Road. 
The third station was the Fendley Station (also called Vest’s Station)12, located approximately 3.25 miles 
east of the Perdue Station, near what is today the main entrance to Pocahontas State Park. The Fendley 
Station was a water station for the Brighthope Railway, a station equipped with a water tank that  
was placed next to the railroad tracks and used to refill the steam engines with water. In the 1960’s, park 
rangers moved the former Fendley Station Depot from Beach Road to the interior of the park. The two-story 
frame building was enlarged. Today it serves as the welcome station.  

In his inaugural report to the Virginia Board of Public Works in 1877, James Werth, Superintendent and 
Treasurer, identified the Brighthope Railway as “the only coal corporation in the State of Virginia”. He 
valued the mining plant and railway at $45,200, including machinery buildings, 869 acres of land, and 
sundry appliances with a value of $18,083 and the railway with a value of $27,119. The latter figure 
included the value of the rights-of-way, 70 tons of “T” rails, 2300 cross ties, and equipment including one 
locomotive, one second-class passenger coach, two box cars, ten gondolas, and thirty iron hopper coal 
cars.13  The company expanded and by 1883, the Brighthope Railway had four engines, one first-class 
passenger car, one second-class car, 144 freight cars, two engine houses, and 83 employees. 

By 1886, although the value of the company had declined to $25,400, James Werth reported that company 
assets included 385 acres plus 32.75 miles of road bed; 2200 tons of iron superstructure; three frame 
depots; one frame shop and tools; four narrow-gauge locomotives; eighty coal hoppers; fifty flat and box 
cars; and two passenger coaches. When the Bright Hope was merged with the Farmville & Powhatan Line 
in 1889, the two narrow gauge railroads were connected to form a ninety-three mile line. Between Farmville 
at the west end and Bermuda Hundred at the east end, there were thirty-two identified stations and sidings: 
(1) Farmville; (2) Farmville Junction; (3) Raines; (4) Fork; (5) Eulalie; (6) McHae’s; (7)  Cumberland; (8) 
Grays; (9) Sunnyside; (10)Tobaccoville; (11) Ballsville; (12) Belona; (13) Macon; (14) Powhatan; (15) 
Negro Arm; (16) Flat Rock; (17) Phaup; (18) Moseley’s Junction; (19) Skinquarter; (20) Coalboro;  (21) 
West SW of Winterpock Bridge; (22) Winterpock; (23) Summit; (24) Perdue; (25) Beach; (26) Fendley; (27) 
Nash; (28) Chester Office; (29) A.C.L. Depot; (30) R & P Electric Railway; (31) Ochre; and (32) Bermuda 
Warehouse. The Beach Station was located 19.79 miles from Bermuda and 69.21 miles from Farmville. 
The side track at Beach had a car capacity of sixteen, ranking it among the thirteen largest stations. The 
station with the largest car capacity side track was Winterpock with 118. Bermuda Hundred had a capacity 
of 106; Moseley’s Junction 75. Eleven stations had a car capacity between 15 and 36.    

In 1905, the Brighthope Railway was sold in foreclosure and re-named the Tidewater & Western.  A 
company time-table from 1914 shows that one west-bound and one east-bound first-class passenger train 
stopped at the Beach Station daily, except Sunday, offering east-bound service of almost twenty miles to 
Bermuda Hundred and west-bound service of sixty-nine miles to Farmville. By the time the railroad line was 
closed in 1917, it was nicknamed the “Tired & Weary” due to the general deterioration of the rails and 
equipment. The iron rails were torn up and shipped to Europe to rebuild the war-damaged rail system. 
According to Richard Hogan, historian affiliated with the Old Dominion Chapter of the National Railway 
Society, a segment of track from the Tidewater and Western Railroad is preserved at the museum in  
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Manchester, Virginia. The current owner of the Beach Station reports finding railroad spikes imbedded in 
the grounds around the dwelling. Stretches of the railway right-of-way are discernable along Beach Road. 
One of the especially visible rights-of-way is located on the north side of Crump’s Store at the intersection 
of Beach and Winterpock Roads. 

THE PERDUE FAMILY AND ITS ASSOCIATION WITH THE BEACH STATION 

Members of the Perdue family were among the earliest families of French Huguenot descent to settle in  
Chesterfield County. A reference in Early Families along the James River places John Perdue (Pardoe) in 
Chesterfield (then Henrico) County in 1689. Numerous early eighteenth-century deeds, wills and abstracts 
for Henrico County reference members of the Perdue family. Other historical documents and maps reveal 
that members of the Perdue family owned extensive tracts of land in the county throughout the eighteenth, 
nineteenth, and twentieth centuries. Chesterfield County Deed Books record nearly 200 pages of 
transactions involving members of the Perdue family between 1713 and 1930. Members of the Perdue 
family were active in the agricultural, lumber, and mercantile industries, as well as local politics.14 

The Village of Beach is the legacy of Nathaniel B. Perdue (1844-1908)15 and his eldest son George Porter 
Perdue (1870-1945).16 The father and son team constructed all of the buildings at Beach circa 1890. 
Several other dwellings along Beach Road (not included as resources in this nomination) were built by 
members of N.B. Perdue’s immediate family. In the first decade of the twentieth century, Nathaniel B. 
Perdue, his three sons, and two of his married daughters owned and occupied dwellings on the Beach 
Road. 

There is both architectural and historical evidence to suggest that in its original form, the George Perdue 
House may have embodied characteristics of the Queen Anne architectural style.  There are three 
architectural clues: first, the incongruous intersection of the shed roof of the front porch roof and the hipped 
roof of the front bay window may evidence alteration of the façade. Second, the sawn-off ends of structural 
beams, exposed on the interior when the plaster was removed, are located above, below, and between the 
second-story windows. The sawn timbers suggest that the current one-story hexagonal bay may have 
originally extended above the second story. And third, remnants of scroll-sawn brackets and spandrels 
suggest that the porch once possessed more decorative treatment. 

The architectural evidence is supported by historical record. According to Jeffery O’Dell, “Two other large, 
roughly coeval houses nearby are said to have been built in the spirit of cordial rivalry by relatives of J.T. 
Barweger. Although the other two dwellings possess noticeably more decorative treatment than most 
houses in the area, they fall considerably short of the fanciful pretense exhibited by the Barweger House 
(#020-0230).”17  According to Mrs. E.F. Bush, who lived in the Barweger House in 1977, “three or four 
siblings owned houses on the north side of Beach Road in the early-20/late19th century”.18  A survey of the 
deeds for 12116, 11514, and 11410 Beach Road confirms that all three houses were indeed owned by 
Perdue siblings. 12116 Beach Road (#020-0230), in its current form, was built for Theodocia Perdue 
Barweger circa 1909; 11514 Beach Road (#020-0246) was erected for Samuel H. Perdue circa 1907; and 
11410 Beach Road was constructed for George P. Perdue circa 1893. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section __8___  Page _8__ 

        Beach Station 
Chesterfield County, VA 

The Barweger House may be the largest and most ornate of the three because it was the last one of the 
three dwellings to be constructed. Theodocia Barweger, the younger sister of George Perdue, and her 
husband John T. Barweger erected the house in 1909. J.T. and Theodocia Barweger purchased the 
property from her parents Amanda and Jacob Barweger. In 1879, N.B. Perdue and his wife Sallie Ann had 
sold 103 acres of their land on Beach Road to the elder Barwegers. According to local anecdote, the elder  
Barwegers lived on the property in a smaller house that was enlarged by the younger Barwegers. 

11514 Beach Road (#020-0246; not a resource in this nomination), exhibits the same T-shaped, front-and­
cross-gable configuration as the George Perdue House. Chimney placement, window size and placement, 
and porch design are also reminiscent of the George Perdue House. The two features that are noticeably 
different are the two-and-one-half-story polygonal bay with conical roof at the east corner of the façade and 
the wrap-around veranda. A long-term resident of Beach Road has relayed to the current owners of the 
George Perdue House that 11410 Beach Road also once had a wrap-around veranda. All three dwellings 
have interior brick stove flues, considered advancement in heating in the first decades of the twentieth-
century.19  11514 Beach Road was built by Samuel H. Perdue, George Perdue’s younger brother, and his 
wife Florence Westey Perdue in 1907 on land they purchased from N.B. Perdue.20 In 1913, George Perdue 
purchased his brother’s house and land which he sold to George Bernard in 1934.21 

Circa 1890, when the buildings were constructed, Nathaniel B. Perdue owned a two-mile-long-stretch of 
land fronting along the north side of Courthouse Road (today Beach Road). His land extended between the 
intersection of Second Branch and Qualla Roads to the west and the intersection of Bundle Road to the 
east. The Brighthope Railway transversed his property and one of the three original stations along the 
railway line, Perdue Station, was situated on his land. It is not clear in court documents whether Nathaniel 
B. Perdue acquired his extensive land holdings through purchase or inheritance, but court records do show 
that he acquired the acreage surrounding the Village of Beach between 1874 and 1884,22  and that he was 
the beneficiary of established leasing agreements with the Brighthope Railway.23 

According to the Census of 1850, Nathaniel B. Perdue was one of eleven children, two sons and nine 
daughters, born to Mariah and Henry Elliot “Branch” Perdue.24 It appears that from an early age, the 
second-born son of Branch Perdue signed his name “N B Perdue”, perhaps to distinguish himself from 
multiple other contemporaneous members of the Perdue family named Nat, Nate, and Nathaniel. Very few 
court documents contain his full first name. Little is known of N. B. Perdue’s early history, but he apparently 
received a formal education. Unlike his parents who signed court documents with “ X”, N. B. Perdue was 
certainly able to read and write. He identified himself in legal documents as a merchant, saw mill owner, 
and farmer. But at least one court document is labeled N.B. Perdue, Esqr., suggesting he may have been 
trained as a lawyer, although there is no evidence to suggest that he practiced law. Records do show that 
he served as a special commissioner of the Circuit Court of Chesterfield County.  
N.B. Perdue was married to Sallie Ann Belcher. Their primary residence, referred to in N.B. Perdue’s will as 
“my old home tract”, was comprised of two parcels: a165-acre parcel called “Rattle Horn” and an 80-acre 
parcel known as “Tibthy Hatchett’s”. The land is believed to have been in the vicinity of Beach and 
Riverway Roads, near Perdue Station and several miles west of Beach Station.   
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In 1869, at the age of twenty-five, he purchased 40 acres of land from his father in the vicinity of Second 
Branch Road.25  Within a few years, he had acquired numerous properties in Chesterfield County and had 
established a highly successful lumber mill. The exact location of the Perdue saw mill has not been 
discovered, but a land plat from 1896 depicts a large “saw dust bank” slightly east of Beach Station and 
north of Beach Road, near a tributary of Third Branch. The LaPrade map of 1888 identifies an “Old Mill” on 
this same tributary just north of the saw dust bank. Given the volume of lumber that N.B. Perdue produced 
for shipment to New York, it is not surprising that the saw dust bank is shown on the survey to be 
approximately twenty times the size of the nearby two-story Perdue-Mitchell House. 

Between 1883 and 1889, the firm of Perdue & Williams and Nathaniel Perdue, sole proprietor, secured 
multiple contracts to deliver wood to Charles Spear & Company of New York City.26  The earliest contracts 
required Perdue and his associates to “saw and deliver on the line of the Brighthope Railway” between 300 
and 1000 cords of first class pine wood, clear of knots, 4-feet, 4-inches long and not less than 7-inches in 
diameter, sawn in half. The wood was to be “ricked [stacked as a cord of wood] on the line of said Railroad 
8 feet 8 inches high, with bark side up, in as solid and compact manner as possible.”27 Contracts through 
1886 were lucrative, paying Perdue $2.50 per cord. In later contracts, the language became more exacting, 
requiring the wood to be sawed between October 15 and May 10 and to be not less than 7-inches in 
diameter under the bark.28 Further, a third party was appointed, to be paid 10-cents per cord, to ensure that 
all the terms of the contract were met. Perdue was paid in advance a sum equal to nearly 50% of each 
contract. In return, he agreed to insure the wood against fire “to a sufficient amount to cover all 
advancements” and to waive his right to invoke the Virginia Homestead Act.29  By 1887, the price for a cord 
of wood had dropped to $2.00. In 1889, the final year that a contract was filed in the Chesterfield 
Courthouse, the price for a cord of wood had plummeted to 75 cents. The last recorded contract was 
signed just one year before N. B. and George P. Perdue erected the buildings at the Village of Beach. 
On February 25, 1908, N. B. Perdue died at his home in Chesterfield at the age of 63. He was apparently 
well-known in the area, because his obituary was published in the Richmond newspaper “by special 
dispatch” the same day as his death.30 He demonstrated philanthropy by donating one parcel of land on 
Spring Run Road to Chesterfield County for a public school and another parcel on Second Branch Road to 
enlarge the Second Branch Baptist Church. N. B. Perdue and his son George were members of the 
Second Branch Baptist Church. The graves of at least nine other Perdues are located in the church 
cemetery. 

N.B. Perdue died a wealthy man. His will lists sixteen separate tracts of land in Chesterfield County, totaling 
nearly 1300 acres. His estate included multiple dwellings; the store at Beach; one-half interest in acreage 
and a store in Chester; a saw mill; one 15-horse engine boiler; one 20-horse saw mill engine and boiler; 
several wagons and carts; three mules named Login, Norman, and Topsy; a colt called Nellie; a variety of 
farm implements; livestock including cows, hogs, and chickens; household and kitchen furnishings; three 
houses and lots in the City of Manchester; and a gold watch and chain.31 His extensive estate was divided 
among his seven living children: George Porter Perdue; Nathaniel Grover Perdue, and Samuel H. Perdue; 
and four daughters, Virginia May Perdue; Lillie Perdue; Theodocia L. Perdue; and Annie M. Perdue.32 In his 
will, Nathaniel bequeaths to his Baby Virge (Virginia May) Perdue, “one house  
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and lot located at Beach, Virginia”, and also his “chamber furniture consisting of 2 feather beds, 1 wardrbe, 
1 burow (bureau), chars (chairs), …and my gold watch and chain.”33 

Nathaniel B. Perdue willed the land encompassing Beach Station and several contiguous tracts of land to 
his three sons, but the eldest son George Porter Perdue assumed most of the responsibility for the Beach 
Station property. N.B. Perdue wrote his will in 1906, two years before his death: “I give and bequeath unto 
my Baby Virgie and Lilly my half in trust in the store now run by myself and son George P. Perdue to be 
handled and run just as my son George P. thinks best.” 

It is evident from public records that George Perdue was his father’s successor in managing the family 
business affairs. George continued to operate not the store but also the farm and the saw mill. He 
apparently also assumed most of the responsibility for the care of his baby sister Virgie and his disabled 
sister Lillie. N.B. Perdue had willed to Lillie and Virgie his half-interest in the store, and he also willed Lilly 
his old home place, identified as Rattle Horn and Tibthy Hatchett’s. He directed George and Samuel to sell 
the timber off the land and/or to sell the land to provide for Lillie’s care until her death. Apparently, George 
Perdue assumed most of the burden of care. In July, 1915, a Contract and Agreement between George 
Perdue and his siblings was filed in the Chesterfield Court detailing the disposition of Lilly’s future care. 
According to the Agreement, “George P. Perdue has had…and still has the burden of the care, support and 
maintenance of his sister Lillie Perdue."  Although George Perdue agreed to continue to care of this sister, 
he was to receive annual compensation from each of his other siblings and also the right to utilize Lillie’s 
assets to provide for her without interference. 

In the decade following the death of N.B. Perdue, George Perdue purchased most of the properties along 
Beach Road that were formerly owned by his father. He bought his brother’s house at 11514 Beach Road, 
his sister’s house at 11400, and the interest that his brothers and sisters held in various other properties 
that they had mutually inherited from N.B. Perdue. And he purchased his sisters’ interest in the store to 
become the sole proprietor of the Beach Station complex. 

Two surveys prepared by J.E. LaPrade depict the plan of the Beach property. The first survey, completed 
on August 5, 1896, show that the railroad track ran parallel to and just south of Beach Road.  The Beach 
Station Depot is clearly labeled. It sits on a triangular parcel, south of the railroad track and east of Bundle 
Road. Just north of the depot and the track are two buildings. One is labeled “old store”. The other building 
is not labeled, but it is probably the Beach Post Office. North of Beach Road is a square building, labeled 
“store”, described in later court records as the GP Perdue Store. The 1896 Directory of the counties of 
Hanover, Chesterfield, Amelia, Dinwiddie, Greenville, and Brunswick confirms George Perdue was a 
“Merchant” in Beach.34 

The second survey of the Village of Beach prepared by LaPrade 1913 shows that the complex included the 
George Perdue House, the GP Perdue Store, the Beach Post Office, three substantial buildings identified 
as “outbuildings”, four other small buildings, and the Perdue-Mitchell House and two outbuildings on the 
adjacent parcel. The survey shows that the dwelling, the post office and the store were situated along the 
north edge of Beach Road. The rails of the Tidewater & Western Railroad are shown parallel to and south 
of Beach Road. In front of the dwelling and store are two additional small rectangular buildings. One is  
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To prevent errors in the assortment and distribution of mail matter in the Railway Mail Service, 
and in post-offices…whenever it is possible the name of the post-office should be the same as that 
of the railway station, as well as that of the town. It is further ordered that, whenever it be possible, 
single and not compound words be selected for names of post-offices; and short words are 
especially recommended. Where it is proposed to locate an office at a railroad station, the name of  
the station may be selected if a short one, unless there is already a post office of the same or 
similar name in the State… 45 

The Beach Post Office operated between 1890 and 1954. According to Mr. Gerald Critcher, a life-long 
resident of Beach, his mother Lila M. Critcher was the post mistress at Beach, supervising the forty-mile­
long rural route, from 1929 until 1954, when the post office was consolidated and moved to Chesterfield.46 

Mr. Critcher recalls that the name “Beech” was painted on the roof of the barn (now demolished) at Beach 
Station to help airplanes navigate the path to Byrd Field. 

Beach Station constitutes a remarkably well-preserved collection of late-nineteenth-century buildings in their 
historic surroundings. Sheltered by mature trees, the buildings are situated on a level, pastoral field that retains 
the feel of the late-nineteenth-to-early-twentieth centuries. The complex is a remnant of early county history that 
is valuable in appreciating Chesterfield’s transportation-related past. To protect Beach Station from 
development, the current owners plan to restore the buildings and to create a village environment suitable for 
weddings, family reunions, and other social events. 
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        Beach Station 
Chesterfield County, VA 

1
 Donald Traser, author of Virginia Railway Depots. Richmond, VA: Old Dominion Chapter, National
Railway Historical Society, 1998, has evaluated the buildings along Beach Road believed to have been
associated with the railroad. He confirms their status as railway buildings.
2 O’Dell, Jeffrey. Chesterfield County Historic Sites and Structures. Chesterfield, VA: Chesterfield
County Planning Dept., 1983, 151; 263.
3 Chesterfield County Deed Book, 90-260. June 20, 1894.
4 Chesterfield County Deed Book, 111-503. July 20, 1908.
5 Chesterfield County Deed Book 148-592. January 7,1918.
6 The store is identified by this name in Chesterfield County Deed Book 115-492. 
7 N.B. Perdue. Last Will and Testament. Written December 23, 1906, and recorded following his death in
the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of Chesterfield County, Virginia, on March 10, 1908. N.B. Perdue
wrote, “I give and bequeath unto my Baby Virgie and Lilly my half in trust in the store now run by myself
and son George P. Perdue to be handled and run just as my son George P. thinks best.”
8 Traser, Donald R. Virginia Railway Depots. Richmond, VA: Old Dominion Chapter, National Railway
Historical Society, 1998, ix.
9 McCartney, Martha W. Historical Overview of the Midlothian Coal Mining Company Tract, Chesterfield 
County, Virginia. December, 1989. www.midlomines.org. 
10
 The other confirmed surviving station is the Perdue Station which is noted in this nomination 
report.
11 Telephone interview with Mr. Gerald Critcher. April 24, 2007. Mr. Critcher was born in his family home
on Beach Road in 1933, and he has lived there all of his life.
12 Information conveyed during a telephone interview with Rachael Libowitz, chair of the cemetery records
committee for the Chesterfield Historical Society, April 13, 2007. The La Prade Map of 1888 confirms
this; the Fendley Station is also labeled “Vests”.
13 The Brighthope Railway Company Report to the Board of Public of Public Works. September 1, 1877. Public
Works File, Library of Virginia.
14Except for Manchester, city and suburban directories were not published regularly for Chesterfield
County, Virginia, until the middle of the 20th-century. A singular directory was published by R.S.
Bernard in 1896 for the counties of Hanover, Chesterfield, Amelia, Dinwiddie, Greenville, and Brunswick.
The Chesterfield County portion is divided by districts, with Perdue households sprinkled throughout:
District Name Occupation Locale 
Clover Hill  J.T. Perdue Miner Winterpock
Clover Hill  Joseph E. Perdue Miner Winterpock
Clover Hill  George P. Perdue Merchant Beach 
Clover Hill N.B. Perdue Merchant & farmer Beach 
Matoaca Wm. P. Perdue Farmer Ettrick’s 
Matoaca  A.B. Perdue Farmer Ettrick’s 
Matoaca Wm. A. Perdue Carpenter Ettrick’s 
Matoaca  Thomas H. Perdue Carpenter Ettrick’s 
Matoaca  Benjamin J. Perdue Carpenter Ettrick’s 
Dale   Gustavus Perdue Bridge-builder Chester 
Dale   Joseph E. Perdue Bridge-builder Chester 
Dale   Robert E. Perdue Bridge-builder Chester 
Dale   Samuel Perdue Bridge-builder Chester 
Bermuda  S.A. & Bro. Perdue Merchants Chester 
Bermuda  J.E. Perdue Postmaster Chester 
Bermuda  E.N. Perdue Merchant Chester 
Bermuda  J.O.. Perdue Farmer Chester 
Bermuda  O.W. Perdue Farmer Chester 
15 Will of Nathaniel B. Perdue. Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court of Chesterfield County. March 10, 1908.
16 George Porter Perdue died on June 16, 1945 (death certificate #2178-12781). His obituary appeared in
the Richmond Times-Dispatch on June 18, 1945.
17 O’Dell, Jeffrey. Chesterfield County Historic Sites and Structures. Chesterfield, VA: Chesterfield
County Planning Dept., 1983, 151; 264.
18 O’Dell, Jeffery. Notes from survey of 12116 Beach Road, December 13, 1977. On file at the Chesterfield
County Library in the Local History Room.
19 O’Dell, Jeffrey. Chesterfield County Historic Sites and Structures. Chesterfield, VA: Chesterfield
County Planning Dept., 1983, 265.
20 Chesterfield County Deed Book, 115-492. March 5, 1907.
21 Chesterfield County Deed Book: 219-36. March 31, 1934.
22 Chesterfield County Deed Books 71-2, April 18, 1874; 75-147,148, June 2, 1884. 
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