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D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l G l N b L  ( I f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Annefield i s  a  s tone ,  two-story mansion, seven bays wide, fou r  bays deep, 
w i th  a  hipped r o o f ,  modil l ioned co rn ice ,  ba lus t r aded  deck, and four  i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys. The c e n t r a l  door is f lanked by two narrow windows, which f i t  
behind the  two-level pedimented porch supported by Roman Ion ic  columns. A11  
openings use t h e  f l a t  a r c h  motif i n  s tone .  A one-and-one-half s t o r y  
stuccoed r e a r  e l l  a s  we l l  a s  a  wooden s h e l t e r  running t o  the o ld  k i t chen  
have been added. The frame k i t chen  on t h e  no r th  west wi th  i t s  l a r g e  s tone  
chimney matches a  s i m i l a r  ou tbu i ld ing  t o  the  no r th  e a s t .  

The i n t e r i o r  p lan  c e n t e r s  on a  wide s t a i r  h a l l  wi th  two rooms t o  t h e  e a s t  
and two t o  the  west .  A 1 1  rooms have a  c h a i r  r a i l  and dado wi th  a  Roman 
Ionic  p i l a s t e r  and e n t a b l a t u r e  motif used i n  the  s t a i r  h a l l ,  south  west and 
south  e a s t  rooms. The no r th  e a s t  room conf ines  i t s  own decorated Adamesque 
p i l a s t e r s  t o  door and mantel framings. Most doorways have a r c h i t r a v e  
framings wi th  c r o s s e t t e s  and a  f r i e z e  above. The c e n t r a l  s t a i r  wi th  a  
s i n g l e  landing r i s e s  a long the  west w a l l  and f e a t u r e s  s l ende r  column and 
pedes t a 1  b a l u s t e r s .  
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Annefield was b u i l t  about  1790 by Mathew Page, o r ' i g ina l ly  of Broadneck, 
Hanover County. The t r a c t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  2258 a c r e s ,  i s  loca ted  i n  Clarke 
County t o  which Mathew Page and h i s  b r o t h e r  came t o  s e t t l e  from Hanover. 
Mathew Page married Anne Randolph Meade i n  1787 according t o  t h e  Page 
family genealogy. She was the  s i s t e r  of  Bishop William Pleade and i t  was 
probably f o r  her  t h a t  " ~ n n c f i e l d "  was named. Mathew Page planned both 
t!le house i t s e l f  and i t s  lovely  gardens. Some of the  e x c e l l e n t  i n t e r i o r  
carv ing  is purported t o  have been done by Hessian s o l d i e r s  who wandered 
n o w  t h e  Valley fol lowing t h e  Revolution. 

riathew Pages'  daughters  so ld  Annefield fol lowing t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  dea th  t o  
~IL. .  Thov1a.s C a r t e r .  Mary C u s t i s ,  w i fe  of  Robert E. Lee, was born a t  
Annefield i n  1808 when her  mother 's  coach stopped t h e r e  dur ing  a  journey. 
Mrs. Thomas Car t e r  supposedly f reed  t h i r t y - f o u r  o f  h e r  own s l a v e s  a t  
Annef i e l d  and colonized them i n  L ibe r i a .  

The son of Thomas C a r t e r ,  William Page C a r t e r ,  grew up a t  Annefield and 
l a t e r ,  a f t e r  s e rv ing  i n  t h e  Confederate Army, went on t o  become a noted 
poe t ,  h i s  poems mostly being about  the C i v i l  War. The most ou t s t and ing  
of h i s  works was a  c o l l e c t i o n  of poems, Echoes o f  t h e  Glen. 

Annefield i s  a  p l eas ing  well-proport ioned mansion which combines a  b a s i c  
e ighteenth-century  house des ign  wi th  some of the  ref inements  of the  
Federal  per iod .  Although many f e a t u r e s  of the  bu i ld ing  would tend t o  
p l ace  i t s  s t y l i s t i c  d a t e  toward t h e  middle of  t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  
such th ings  a s  the  r a t h e r  low s i l h o u e t t e  of the r o o f ,  t h e  Adamesque fea ture4  
of t h e  n o r t h  e a s t  room, and the  narrow muntins of  the  window sash r evea l  
the  s t r u c t u r e ' s  t r u e  1790 da te .  I t s  p o s i t i o n  a t  the  brow of a  
broad h i l l  i n  t h e  r o l l i n g  s lopes  of t h e  lower Shenandoah Valley gives 
i t  both  a  commanding view of the  count rys ide  and a j u s t i f i a b l y  prominent 
s i t e .  










