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1. Name of Property 

historic name C h a ~ e l  Hill 

other nameslsite number Chapel Hill Farm DHR # 021-0014 
2. Location 

street & number 300 Chapel Hill Lane not for publication NIA 
j Berrvville vicinity X 
state Vireinia c o d e x  county Clarke code 043 Zip 22611 
3. Stale~Federal Agency Certification 
As the de.;ignated authority under the National Historic Prrscwat~on Act of 1986. as amended. I hereh! cen~iy that tlils 

- X- nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 
36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property -X- meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be idered significant -X- nationally - statewide - locally. ( See continuation 
sheet for aNitional comments.) 

. 
Sisnature of certifying official Date 
virginis ~ e p a r t h e n i  of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property - meets d o e s  not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.) 

Signature of co..menting or other official Date 

State or Feden: agency and bureau 
4. National Park Service Certification 
I ,  hereby certify that this property is: 
- entered in the National Register - See continuation sheet. Signature ofKeeper 
- determined eligible for the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the National Register Date of Action 
- removed from the National Register 
- other (explain): 
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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

- X- private 
- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
huilding(s) 
- district 

-site 
- Structure 
-object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
9 - - - 2 - buildings 

sites - 
1 - - structures 

objects - 
-10- - 2 - Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register -0- 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/ A 
6. Function o r  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: - Domestic Sub: s i n g l e  dwelling 
-secondary structure 

A g r i c u l t u r e  -agricultural outbuilding 
- - storage 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: -Domestic Sub: -single dwelling 
- Agriculture - agricultural outbuilding 

-storage 
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7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal 

- - LATE 1 9 ' ~  AND 2oTH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colr.,ial Revival 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation -STONE 
roof SLATE 
walls STONE 

other - WOOD 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of - 
our history. 

-x-B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
_x- c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
- B removed from its original location. 
- C a birthplace or a grave. 
- D a cemetery. 
- E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 
- F a commemorative property. 
- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
A R C H I T E C T U R E  
P O L I T I C S / C O V E R N M E N T  

Period of Significance -1824-1954 
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Significant Dates - 1824- 
- 1826- 
- 1938-1941- 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
Gen. William J. Donovan 

Cultural Affiliation -NIA 

OM6 No. 1024-4018 

Chapel Hill (DHR # 21-14) 
Clarke County, Virginia 

ArchitecVBuilder -George L. Howe -architect (1938-1941 alterations and additions) 

Karrati \e Statement of Significance (Explain the significance ofthe propert). on one or more conlinuar~on shee1s.I 
9. Major Ribliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

-recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Office 
-Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 

University 
Other - 

Name of repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property - 477 acres 
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet. 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) . .  . 
See continuation sheet 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
See continuation sheet 
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11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle: Maral S. Kalbianl Architectural Historian: Margaret T. Peters, Research Historian 

Organization: date-November 11,2004- 

street & number: -2026 Old Chapel Road telephone-540-955-1231 

city or town-Boyce state-VA- zip code -22620 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed fonn: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Mr. Joseph W. ~ e n d e r s o n ,  111 
street   number^.^. Box 797-(300ChapelHilI Lane) t e l e p h o n e ( 5 4 0 )  955-1240- 
city or town- Berryville state-VA- zip code -2261 1 

.................................................................................. 
Paperwork Reduction Act Ststernenr: This information is being collected far applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nommatr 
orooerlies far listine or determine elieibiliw for listine. to list orooerties. and toamend existine listiner. Resoonse to this reouest is reauirrd to obtabn a . . - .  . . u - 
nenefil in iccdrd.tnx ulth the Ul l~onal  Illaorlc I'r:,enat~on .&:I as amended i 16 1 S C 471. c l  ,cg ) 
E,limalcd Burden Slalemrnt: l ' ~ h l ~ c  reponon& hurdrn idr lh., rorm i s  csr~malcd loa\erapc 18 1 hour, pcr rcspon-r lncludnng lhe Itme t.>r re, ~ c % \ ~ n g  
~nstructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. ~ i r c c t  comments regarding this burden &timate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Admin~strative Services Division, National Park Service, PO. Box 37127, Warh~ngton, DC 20013-7127: and the Office o f  
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018). Washington, DC 20503. 
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7. SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

Located in central Clarke County, Virginia, Chapel Hill Farm contains a collection of nineteenth- 
and twentieth-century domestic and agricultural buildings. The primary resource is a long stone 
dwelling comprised of several distinct parts that were built during the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. The original mid-1820s Federal-style portion of Chapel Hi11 includes the central 
section as well the southem-most end of the house, which was originally a detached building. 
These were constructed by Dr. Charles Carter Byrd, shortly after he was deeded the 168-acre 
parcel by his mother in 1823. Chapel Hill and adjacent farmland was purchased in 1938 by Gen. 
William J. Donovan, a distinguished World War I veteran and head of the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS) during World War 11. Donovan engaged Washington, DC architect, George L. 
Howe, to remodel and enlarge the Chapel Hill house in the Colonial Revival style. Several 
outbuildings were also constructed during that time. 

The current owner purchased the property in 1999 and successfully completed a certified 
rehabilitation of the house. The extremely high integrity of the buildings situated within this large 
working farm, together with the unchanged rural setting, results in one of the county's best 
examples of a mid-nineteenth-century Federal-style plantation house that was remodeled and 
enlarged in the early 1940s in the Colonial Revival style. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Chapel Hill Farm is located off the west side of US Route 340 about three miles south of 
Berryville, and just southeast from Old Chapel, the oldest Episcopal church west of the Blue 
~ i d ~ e . '  The tree-lined drive, flanked with split-rail fencing, terminates in a circular approach at 
the sov,heast front of the house. Located on either side of the drive are expansive and rolling 
fenc~d pastures. The house is sited on gently sloping high ground with a commanding view of 
the B1 A,: Ridge Mountains to the east. A modem tenant house is located off the north side of the 
drive and a road that bears off to the north before reaching the main house leads to the stable, 
groom's house, barn, and other agricultural outbuildings. 

When Chapel Hill was first established as a separate farm in 1823, it was comprised of 168 acres. 
The property remained about that size until the early twentieth century when adjacent lands were 
purchased by Gen. Donovan and the farm increased to its current size of approximately 477 
acres. Most of the acreage is cleared and fenced and much of it is utilized as pastureland. As is - 
typical of this area of Clarke County, limestone rock outcroppings are scattered throughout the 
property. Chapel Run, a spring-fed perennial stream lined by mature sycamores, flows through 
the popefly just south ofthe main house. The property also contains an abandoned roadbed 
paralleling current US Route 340 (Lord Fairfax Highway) from its junction with State Route 255 
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(Bishop Meade Road) heading north toward Route 633 (Annfield Road). Overgrown with grass, 
the roadbed is still clearly visible as a wide flat area, and is a portion of the former Benyville- 
Millwood Turnpike. Traces of another old road just on the south side of Chapel Run heads west 
and at one time may have linked Old Chapel to points west. 

The earliest buildings on the property include part of the main house: the central two-story 
section, which is comprised of two distinct gable-roofed blocks; and the two-story, three-bay 
section now at the southern-most end of the house. When Dr. Charles Carter Byrd was deeded 
land in 1823, the parcel did not include any bui~dings.~ Land tax records show that within a year, 
Dr. Byrd constructed new buildings valued at $1,000. By 1826, he added an additional $1,500 
worth of buildings bringing the total value of improvements to $2,500.' The southem-most end 
of Chapel Hill was originally constructed as a separate outbuilding and was probably built first in 
order to establish a presence on the property. The vernacular, gable-roofed, limestone building 
contains two interior-end brick chimneys and originally had two front doors. It was remodeled in 
1939 into a residence for Gen. Donovan's son and was connected to the rest of the main house in 
1947. 

Dr. Byrd also constructed the two-story, six-bay central portion of Chapel Hill, which is made up 
of two, three-bay, side-passage sections of varying height, each with an interior-end brick 
chimney. The one to the north contains a stair hall and dining room, while the one to the south 
contains a large living room that was originally two rooms. Each of these random-rubble 
limestone, gable-roofed blocks has its own entrance door topped by a one-bay pedimented 
portico. The architectural evi+*,~lce supports the theory that the two sections were built 
independently of each other yet within a short time span as they share the same Federal-style 
interior treatment. The more iminutive wing to the north appears to have been constructed first 
as it contains the only stair and the Federal-style woodwork is more vernacular in nature than that 
in the south section. 

Chapel Hill was remodeled and enlarged in 1941 after plans drawn up by George L. Howe, a 
Washington, DC architect. His notes indicate that he generally called for the removal of original 
fabric but often had it replaced with matching new material or reapplied. The exterior plaster was 
removed to expose the stonework, which was then repointed. The metal roof was replaced with 
slate shingles. The windows wer- removed and replaced with "new sash, frames, and trim in the 
present openings."4 The first flop: double-hung windows of both sections are nine-over-nine- 
sash, the second-floor windows of the taller of the two sections are nine-over-six-sash, and the 
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second-floor windows of the more diminutive section are six-over-six-sash. The eaves are boxed 
with a finely denticulated wooden cornice. Each section has one interior-end brick chimney with 
corbeled cap projecting from the exterior gable-end. Square four-light attic windows are located 
in the gable ends where the chimneys are located. The building's form and elevations illustrate a 
vernacular Federal style typical of local buildings of this era. 

Both of the front entrances into the house are sheltered by one-bay pedimented porticos 
supported by Tuscan columns. The raked cornices and the horizontal cornice are decorated with a 
guilloche pattern trim while the architrave and raked sides of the tympanum are adorned with 
Federal-style fretwork. The brick decks are approached by stone steps on both porticos and were 
added during the 1941 alterations. The entrance door into the taller south section is four-paneled 
and is topped by a four-light transom. The entrance into the shorter section leads into the main 
stair hall and is the current main entrance. The six-paneled door is topped by a three-light 
transom. 

The rear elevations of these sections were altered somewhat in 1941 and again during the recent 
rehabilitation work. The taller wing to the south has an elaborate entrance door with fanlight and 
sidelights. There was originally an opening here sheltered by a pedimented portico. but it was 
enlarged to accommodate sidelights and a fanlight in 1941 and the portico was removed. The 
present owner installed the current round-arched hood in order to create a water break to protect 
the door and lights. The shorter of the two sections has two-story rear porches that were also part 
of the 1941 design and were repaired during the recent rehabilitation. The first-floor porch is 
enclosed with glass panels that can be removed to crrire a screened in porch. The second-floor 
three-bay porch has simple square posts and a Chippendale-style wooden railing. 

The first building activity when the property was purchased by Gen. Donovan in 1938 was the 
restoration of the small two-story house to the south that was known as the slave quarters. 
George L. Howe's plans called for the stonework to be repaired, several new window openings to 
be added, and new windows, roof, floor joists, plaster, and trim be installed. He also connected a 
small frame, gable-roofed outbuilding to the southern end of the quarters and made it a kitchen. 
This house was lived in by Gen. Donovan's son, David, and his family. It was eventually 
connected to the main house in 1947 by a one-story, gable-roofed conservatory. 

Howe's plans also called for the renovation of the main '-"use and the addition of a one-and-a- 
half-story wing to each side of the central two-part block. All new additions were to be of 
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limestone construction and have gable roofs clad in slate shingles. The wing to the south contains 
the library and has a gable roof with two front and rear gable-roofed dormers, an exterior-end 
stone chimney with brick stack, and a full-height projecting bay window. Howe also designed the 
one-and-a-half-story kitchen, service, and garage wing off the north end of the central block. This 
wing has a cross-gable roof with an exterior-end chimney with brick stack in the rear cross gable, 
three gable-roofed dormers on the side, and an enclosed one-story porch off the north end. The 
northeast basement of this wing was constructed as a garage but has been converted into a utility 
area by the current owner. Work on these two wings began in 1940 and were completed by the 
spring of 194 1. 

The 1941 additions are of limestone construction and sit on concrete foundations faced with 
stone. According to Gen. Donovan's son, who lived on and farmed Chapel Hill until his death in 
1999, much of the material used in the 194 1 alterations came from a house on a neighboring 
property, known as "Engleside," that Gen. Donovan purchased and dismant~ed.~ Howe's 
blueprints are dated November 1939 and show the original portion of the house was left in its 
basic configuration. The exterior stucco was removed and the stone repointed, the original 
chimneys were rebuilt using old brick, the porches were repaired, the metal roof was replaced 
with slate, some new windows replaced older sash, and a rear doorway in the original south 
section of the center part of the house was enlarged to accommodate a fanlight and sidelights, 
which perhaps came from dismantled Engleside house. Howe's notes direct the builder to match 
the new stonework with the original in execution, and to do the same with the roofs, chimneys, 
and windows6 

The backyard of Chapel Hill includes a terraced garden and a stone and brick pcrgola that was 
installed by the current owner. Mature trees, including a rare specimen Da7. .I Redwood, and 
boxwood surround the house. Many of these were planted during the 1940s under the ownership 
of the Donovans. 

Chapel Hill's multi-part composition creates a long and imposing structure. The uniformity of 
materials and detailing between the original Federal-style portion and the Colonial Revival 
additions makes it appear the house was constructed all in one period. The interior of the house 
reveals more distinction between the nineteenth- and twentieth-century components of the 
building. 

The floor plans of both two-story central sections of Chapel Hill were originally a single-pile 
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side-passage with a doorway linking the side passages in each section. The taller of the two 
sections is currently one large living room: a partition wall between a passage and the larger 
room with the fireplace was removed during the 1941 renovation. There is no indication 
however, that the smaller space, which would have been unheated and had a front and rear 
entrance, ever contained a stair. The stair was instead located in the passage of the adjacent 
diminutive wing to the north. A larger room with a fireplace, used as the dining room, is also 
contained in the first floor of this section. The fact that no stair was ever located in the taller of 
the two wings supports the theory that the smaller of the two wings had been started first by Dr. 
Byrd and that the taller wing was added shortly after, perhaps as he was negotiating the sale of 
the property to Phillip Bunvell. 

George Howe's architectural notes indicate that the interior treatments during the renovation 
included furring out the existing walls and ceilings by two inches and resetting the old trim, 
sanding the floors, rebuilding the fireplaces, reusing the old mantels, and adding several new 
bathrooms. The only other significant changes were the removal of a wall dividing the current 
living room into two rooms, and the removal of paint from all the first-floor trim, two 
modifications not noted on his plans.7 

The interior woodwork of the central portion of Chapel Hill is Federal-style in nature and has 
been stripped of its paint on the first floor. The symmetrically molded pine trim is fairly 
consistent throughout the two sections, although it is much more elaborate and has comer blocks 
in the living room. All doors are six-panel and contain original hardware. Most of the rooms 
contain baseboard, chair rail, and crown molding, typical of the Federal style. The flooring in 
both of the center sections is random-width pine and appears original except where parts of the 
floor have been repaired in the living room. 

The north section contains a two-run stair inside the entrance door with a turned newel and an 
open stringer decorated with tendril-like scrolls. The plain balusters are placed two to a tread and 
support a rounded handrail. Plain baseboard trim adoms the walls, a small bathroom is located 
beneath the stair, a doorway with paneled reveals contains two steps up to the south wing, and a 
doorway leads to the rear porch. 

The current dining room, which is adjacent to the stair hall, features crown mold, baseboard, and 
molded window and door casings. The wooden mantel has fluted pilasters supporting a plain 
entablature with applied trim in a diamond pattern on the end blocks, rectangular applied trim in 
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the center, and a plain mantelshelf. The fireplace also has a brick surround and slate hearth. The 
windows along the rear of the room have wooden panels that open allowing access to the rear 
porch. A doorway to the right of the fireplace leads to the kitchen and pantry, which is contained 
in the 1941 north wing. This area was slightly modified by the current owner to also 
accommodate an eat-in area. 

The first floor of the south wing contains the large living room, which is the most elaborately 
detailed room in the house. It includes crown molding, baseboard, paneled wainscot, 
symmetrically molded trim with knife edges and bull's-eye comer blocks, paneled window and 
door reveals, and a wooden ceiling medallion. The ornate Federal-style mantel on the south wall 
is composed of paired fluted colonettes, a plain entablature with a raised central rectangular 
block, and raised end blocks supporting an elaborate mantelshelf with stepped knife shelf 
molding. The brick surround and hearth were rebuilt in 1941. The built-in bookcases along the 
north wall were also installed at that time as was the fine Federal-style rear doorway with paneled 
reveals, and fanlight and sidelights decorated with wooden tracery. 

The second-floor plans of the center sections generally follow those on the first floor. Off the 
south wall of the second-story stair landing is a single doorway with five steps that leads up to 
the south section. This section, which has been slightly configured over the years, is presently 
devoted to the master bedroom, walk-in closet, and master bath. The Federal-style trim on the 
second floor of the center sections was only stripped in the stair landing in 1941; all other 
woodwork was left painted. The master bedroom features symmetrically molded trim, crown 
mold;.,g, and fairly elaborate stepped chair rail and baseboard. The mantelpiece is made up of 
symmetrically molded pilasters on plinths supporting a plain frieze with molded end blocks and a 
c o q l e x  stepped mantelshelf, and is typical of late Federal-style architecture of the area. The 
bedroom located above the dining room also contains a Federal-style mantel but one that is more 
subdued in detailing. The rear wall contains a window and a door leading out onto the second- 
story rear porch. 

A large basement room, which was remodeled and recently updated, is located beneath the 
current living room and contains a fireplace. The area beneath the dining room is used as a 
service area and is only partially excavated. 

The two cne-and-a-half-story 1941 wings contain all the service areas of the house as well as a 
library, additional bedrooms, the former servant quarters, and the kitchen. The first floor of the 
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north wing is largely dedicated to the kitchen, pantry, and eat-in area. A bedroom with a plain 
Federal-style mantel is located in the rear. The basement area, which at one time included a 
garage, contains a laundry room, wine cellar, and the mechanical systems. The upper half-story 
was constructed to accommodate servants and is made up of several small bedrooms and 
bathrooms. This area was rehabilitated by the current owner and one of the rooms is now used as 
a home office. 

Due to the sloping terrain of the house site, the first floor of the south wing is accessible down a 
short stairway through a passage along the south wall of the living room. The library features 
much of the same type of detailing as found in the older part of the house. including paneled 
window reveals, baseboard trim , crown molding, and a Federal-style mantel with paneled end 
blocks supporting a simple frieze. The full-height bay window dominates the front wall, a 
doorway on the south wall leads to a staircase down to the basement, and a doorway to the right 
of the fireplace leads down to the conservatory. The half-story above the library features a small 
bedroom and bathroom. 

The narrow gable-roofed conservatory, constructed in 1947, has a slate floor and large windows 
with brick aprons beneath them. The roofing members are exposed and the room acts as a 
corridor leading down to the former slave quarters. According to Howe's plans, much of the 
interior detailing in the former slave quarters was altered. The walls were all furred out and 
replastered and new trim applied; the floors and joists were removed and replaced, original stairs 
removed, ceiling joists exposed, fireplaces rebuilt and new mantels installed. The side frame 
wing was originally a detac'.ed outbuilding, possibly a meat house, and was attached to the slave 
quarters and converted into a kitchen. 

Chapel Hill contains several outbuildings, most of which date to the late 1930s and early 1940s 
during the Donovan period of occupation. According to an early-] 890s advertisement for the sale 
of Chapel Hill, the property had many outbuildings that supported the main house: 

Farm for Sale: One of the most desirable farms in Va. for sale. This farm 
consists of 164 Acres, 35 of which are woodland, is known as Chapel Hill 
and is situated in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, Clark[e] Co., Va., on the 
Benyville & Millw-,od Pike, 3 and a half miles from Benyville and 3 miles 
from Millwood; 12 xiles from Winchester, Va.; 15 miles from 
Charlestown, W. Va. The large stone dwelling house is situated on high 
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ground and has a commanding view of the surrounding country and a 
beautiful view of the Blue Ridge Mountains, a few miles distant. The 
Shenandoah Valley branch of the Norfolk and Western Railway runs within 
a quarter of a mile of the house, with a depot and store at the nearest point; 
within a stones throw of the depot is the church (Episcopal) known far and 
near as the Old Chapel, and within a few hundred yards of the church is a 
good school; the place is now under good cultivation; fencing is good and it 
will make a fine grazing f m .  A large stream of fresh spring water runs 
through the place, there are the usual out houses, as follows: a small house 
on edge of place for tenant or can be rented as at present, a four room stone 
house in yard, meat house, work shop, cistern, corn crib, and wagon sheds, 
large stable &c, also fine young bearing orchard, good roads and good 
society. There is also a vein of fine marble running through the place, and 
anyone having a little capital to invest might realize a fortune by quanying 
this marble. For terms and further particulars write to, C. W. Andrews, 417 
Pine St., St. Louis Mo. Or Mrs. M. P. Andrews, Shepherdstown W. Va. 
Readers answering this advertisement will confer a favor by mentioning that 
it was read in "The ~eteor." '  

A 1938 aerial photograph of Chapel Hill Farm shows several farm outbuildings that no longer 
survive. The stables and nearby groom's house are fairly sophisticated and were also designed by 
George L. Howe and completed by June 1939. The U-shaped frame stable is located just north 
of the house and features board-and-batten siding, - standing-seam metal cross-gabled roof 
decorated with cupolas and a concrete foundation. It contains nine stalls, a tack room, and two 
groomsmen quarters. The half-story is currently ~ . : t d  as an office. The stall doors, which face the 
interior courtyard and the ones leading out to the fields, all have transoms with wooden tracery. 
A central brick chimney projects through the standing-seam metal room and gable-roofed 
dormers with triple multi-light windows face the courtyard and rear of the building. 

The one-story, three-bay, hip-roofed groom's house located just behind the stable is also clad in 
board-and-batten siding. It features a built-in garage, a large interior brick chimney, standing- 
seam metal roofing, eight-over-eight-sash double-hung windows, and overhanging eaves. 

The other farm outbuildings that date to the late !'/30~ d ~ d  early 1940s all share the following 
details: standing-seam metal roofs, concrete foundations, and vertical wood siding. These include 
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a gable-roofed frame bank barn on a formed concrete foundation with a metal silo; a five-bay, 
gable-roofed frame machine shed with four open bays; a one-bay corncrib with a drive-through 
bay and a side lean-to attaching it to the machine shed; a gable-roofed, one-story, ground-level 
barn; and two small frame farm sheds. A frame turn-out shed located in a field south of the house 
dates to the 1950s but uses old lumber from a former building on the site. A small gable-roofed 
board-and-batten chicken coop and shed are located near the main house and date to the early 
1950s. Noncontributing buildings include a one-story manager's house and a one-story brick 
pumphouse/smokehouse, both constructed in 2002. 

ENDNOTES 

Calder Loth, Editor. The Virginia Landmarks Register, 4th Edition. (Charlottesville, VA: University Press of 
Virginia, 1999) 121. 
* Frederick County Deed Book 48, page 46 dated July 29, 1823 and recorded November 21, 1823. 
3 Clarke County Land Tax Records; 1820-1830. The 1825 tax records contain the comment "$1,000 added for new 
buildings", and the 1827 tax records show an increased value of buildings on the property from $1,000 to $2,500 
with a comment that "$1,500 was added for new buildings." As improvements were generally not assessed until the 
year following their completion, it can be concluded that $1,000.00 worth of building was completed in 1824 and an 
additional $1,500 in 1826. 
"eorge L. Howe. "Alterations to Chapel Hill, Clarke County." Blueprints. 1939, collection of Joseph W. 
Henderson, Ill. 
' Stuart E. Brown, Jr., Lorraine F. Myers, and Eileen M. Chappell. Biographies and Genealogical Record of 
Persons Btrried af Old Chapel, Volume I1 Annals of Clarke County, Virginia (Benyville, VA: Virginia Book 
Company, 1987) 139. 

Howe. 
Ibid. 

"opy of sale advertisement for Chapel Hill in "The Meteor." Stuart Brown, Jr. Collecti~. 2003.00027. Clarke 
County Historical Association, Benyville, VA. I believe the date ofthis advertisement ,A the early 1890s because the 
Norfolk and Western purchased the Shenandoah Valley Railroad in 1890 and Chapel Hill was sold to Jacob Vorous 
in 1895. No reference is made as to where "The Meteor'' was published. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE AND JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERIA: 

Chapel Hill Farm is a collection of nineteenth- and twentieth-century buildings located in the 
gently rolling hills of central Clarke County, Virginia. The earliest portion of the main house is a 
well-preserved example of the local Federal style and was constructed by Dr. Charles Carter Byrd 
on a 168-acre tract given to him in 1823 by his mother. In 1826 the property was sold to Philip 
Burwell, son of Col. Nathaniel Burwell of Carter Hall in nearby Millwood. During the 
nineteenth century, the property was offered for sale twice and during the 191 0s and 1920s was 
part of several land transactions. Beginning in 1938, Chapel Hill, which at that time had been 
subdivided into several tracts, was purchased in multiple transactions by Gen. William J. 
Donovan. Over the next several years, he purchased adjacent acreage and along with his son 
began improving the property. These improvements reflect the renovation of the original house 
as well as the construction of several wings and new outbuildings designed by George L. Howe, 
a Washington, DC architect. Howe was fairly active in the area during this period, as he 
constructed several other buildings in Clarke and other neighboring counties. Chapel Hill 
remained in the Donovan family until 1999. It contains a noteworthy example of a Federal-style 
dwelling that was enlarged in the early 1940s to reflect the popular Colonial Revival style, while 
still retaining many of its original features. The architectural integrity of Chapel Hill renders it 
significant in architecture under Criterion C of the National Register. In addition, the 1940s work 
was done while the property was under the ownership of Gen. William J. Donovan, a nationally 
significant political figure of the early and mid-twentieth century who died in 1959. It was during 
the years that he owned and maintained a residence at Chapel Hill that he served as director of 
the Office of Strategic Services, an operation established by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 
1942 to gather and interpret intelligence information during World War 11. The functions of this 
office were ultimately assumed under the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 1947. Because of 
this association with Gen. Donovan, Chapel Hill is nationally significant in the area of 
Politics/Government under Criterion B. The property exhibits integrity of association, design, 
feeling, location, material, workmanship, and setting. 




































