- 6. Fuhction or Use

Historic Functions {enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: SINGLE DWELLING DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling
AGRICULTURE: storage, asricnltural fields, AGRTICULTIRE: storage, agricultural fields,

—animal facility animal facilities
DOMESTIC: secondary structures DOMESTIC: secondary structures
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

{(enter categories from instructions) -

foundation _ stone, brick

Fegeral walls stone, brick, stucen
roof metal wood shingle
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Located in the wvicinity of White Post in Clarke County, Farnley is a
collection of buildings picturesquely sited in the gently rolling hills
of the lower Shenandoah Valley. Ranging in date from around 1815 to the
1940s, the structures that comprise this collection consist of two
nineteenth~century residences constructed by the Hay family in addition
to numerous dependencies and agricultural buildings. The extremely high
integrity of the buildings situated within this four hundred acre farm,
coupled with the unchanged rural setting, results in an unusually con-
plete and evocative example of a Virginia planter’s residence that has
evolved over time. The earliest structure on the property is the Meadows,
William Hays’s brick I-house built sometime between 1815 and 1820. The
fccal point of the property, however, is its namesake Farnley, a sophis-
ticated Federal residence built for James Hay about 1836 =*hat is
prominently positioned on the crest of a low hill overlooking open fields
and the mountains to the east.

A long tree-lined drive on axis with Farnley leads from Virginia Route
658 and terminates in a circular approach to the house. Located on either
side of this road are expansive and rolling fenced pastures. The house is
elevated above the road and overlooks a fenced and overgrown area below,
at the center of which is a spring and springhouse. A road at the
southern edge of this circular approach leads to the rear of Farnley and
to roads leading to the other buildings on the property. A rear entrance
rcad to the north off of Virginia Route 658 leads first to the farm
buildings and the Meadows and eventually Jjoins the road at the rear of
Farnley.

Farnley consists of approximately four hundred acres of gently rolling

and cleared fields, all of which are fenced and utiliged as pastureland.
Scattered throughout the property are rock outcroppings typical of this
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8. Statement of Significance
Cenrtitying official has considerad the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[lnationally [ ] statewide [Jiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [18 [1lc [Ibp

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [_JA (18 [1c (o [Je [If [

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture cl815-19356 = ¢l815-1820
183¢

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
Unknown

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

STATEMENT OF STGNIFICANCE

Farnley is a collection of buildings located in the gently rolling hills
of the lower Shenandoah Valley, in Clarke County. The structures that
comprise +this collection range in date from about 1815 to the 1940s.
They include a brick I house constructed between 1815 and 1820 for
William Hay, a sophisticated 1late Federal residence built for his son
James Hay about 1836, and an assortment of nineteenth- and twentieth-
century farm buildings including a stone slave quarters. The two main
dwellings are more typical of the Tidewater than the Valley and
illustrate the desire of the Hay family, formerly residents of
Williamsburg and Richmond, to replicate the material culture from which
they sprang. Despite their common source of inspiration, however, the
dwellings also stand in contrast to one another: William Hay’s earlier
building is a simple vernacular structure, while James Hay’s later
complex is a sophisticated-~even extravagant--example of late Federal-
style architecture. Perhaps James Hay sought, as have other sons before
and since, to outdo his father. 1If so, his achievement only brought him
transitory satisfaction and 1led ultimately to his financial ruin. His
mansion still stands, however, as a monument to his ambition as well as
to his Tidewater-influenced taste and style. The Farnley complex retains
much of its architectural and agricultural integrity and remains an
unusually complete and evocative example of a Virginia country seat that
has eveolved gracefully over time.

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERTA

Farnley is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion cC. The structures on the property include a brick I house
constructed between 1815 and 1820, a sophisticated late Federal residence
built about 1836, and an assortment of nineteenth- and twentieth-century
farm buildings including a stone slave quarters. The complex retains

much of its architectural integrity, as well as the integrity of its
general surroundings.
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k3 Maior Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

D previously determined eligible by the National Register

Ddasignated a National Historic Landmark

Drecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

|:] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Pecord #

[X]see continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

E State historic preservation office

[l other State agency

D Federal agency

] Local government

[ Juniversity -
[]other

Specify repositary:

VA Department of Historic Resources
Richmond, VA

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property ___Approximately 400 acres

UTM References
AlL7) {714,8]8,8,0] l4.312,3][2.8:0]
Zone  Easting Northing

clu7) zla9laisiol laisl2ialainiol

B 7] Lzlaslaigigl LzuﬁszglngLgJ
Zone  Easting Northing

pl1,7] |714:915.7.0 (431243540

I}ISee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[x] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the remaining acreage historically associated with

the Farnley tract.

DSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle __John Salmon, Historian apnd Julie Vosmik, Architectural Historian

organization _ VA Division of Historic Landmarks

date _Decemhar 1988

street & number __22] Governor Street

telephone _(204) 786-3143

city or town _Ricbmond

state VA 2ip code _23219




















































































